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Labour fails to give parliamentary time for vote on hunting 


■ fl? 




; “Hi, ive’n? canvassing 
1 % on behalf of the 
I y Conservative Party" 


By Phi up Webster 
and Michael Horsnell 

THE Labour Party has backed 
away from its long-standing com¬ 
mitment to give parliamentary time 
to legislation banning fox-hunting. 

A compromise reached by party 
leaders means one of the country¬ 
side's oldest pursuits will be able to 
continue for some time ro come. 
And the early years of a Blair gov¬ 
ernment would not eer bogged 
down with a sensitive Bill that could 
divide the party and rake up rime 
needed for other measures. 

The manifesto published yester¬ 
day promises a free vote but. in a 
deli berate shift pushed through by 
senior Shadow* Cabinet members. 


gives no promise on finding parlia¬ 
mentary rime. The shift will infuri¬ 
ate animal rights activists but please 
rural communities. 

Last night the League Against 
Cruel Sports warned Labour that, 
with public feelings against animal 
cruelty running high, it would be a 
“bad political move" if the party 
backed away from its commitment 
to ban hunting with hounds. Pro¬ 
hunting spokesmen welcomed tire 
absence of a specific commitment to 
make parliamentary time available 
for legislation, but said the threat to 
their sport remained. 

Past policy documents have com¬ 
mitted Labour both to allowing a 
free vote on hunting with hounds 
and to giving time for a private 


member’s Bill to push it through. 
Controversial backbench Bills can¬ 
not get through Parliament without 
the support of the Gwemment of 
the day. Only limited time is allotted 
to them and they are always 
vulnerable to delaying tactics. 

Jack Straw, the Shadow Home 
Secretary, Lord Irvine of Lairg, 
Shadow Lord Chancellor, and Rob¬ 
in Cook. Shadow Foreign Secretary 
and Labour's policy chief, are 
understood to be the key figures 
behind the manifesto wording. 

Lord Irvine, a dose friend of Tony 
Blair, was charged by the Labour 
leader with keeping out commit¬ 
ments Thar could take up loo much 
of a Labour Government's rime in 
its busy early years. Senior Shadow’ 


Cabinet figures said that they had 
no desire to embroil Labour in a 
classic town-versus-country argu¬ 
ment Other sources said there were 
no votes to be gained in banning 
hunting, but that rural votes could 
be lost if one were imposed. 

The wording went through last 
week’s Shadow Cabinet ami nat¬ 
ional executive manifesto meeting, 
which agreed the manifesto, with¬ 
out comment. "No one boned an 
eyelid." an informed source said. 

Kevin Saunders, spokesman for 
the League Against Cruel Sports. 
said: “If the Labour Party is going 
soft on this issue the public will be 
extremely disappointed, it would be 
a very bad political move if the 
Labour Party were to start backing 


off from a commitment they have 
already made." 

Peter Stevenson, political and 
legal director of Compassion in 
World Farming, said: "I should love 
to see Labour bring in a ban on 
hunting with a government Bill and 
not leave it to a free vote. 1 am 
immensely disappointed at the 
vagueness in the manifesto.” 

But Richard Moore, election team 
leader of the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, said: “We didn't 
expea a government-sponsored Bill. 
It's been policy to allow a free vote. 
We will win that. We see no 
weakening in Labour's position or 
resolve." 

Janet George, of the British Field 
Sports Society, said: "The Labour 


Party would have been crazy to put 
a commitment on paper to provide 
time for legislation given the compe¬ 
tition to find time for other more 
important business if they get 
elected. But they are still planning to 
hold a free vote on whether hunting 
should be banned, and there could 
still be rime for a private member’s 
Bill to get through both houses of 
Parliament." 

John Fretwell, chairman of the 
recently launched Union of Country 
Sports Workers, said: “The commit¬ 
ment ro hold a free vote Is still there, 
and that can only increase hostility 
towards country sports and jeopar¬ 
dise rhe jobs of thousands of people 
who depend on them for their 
livelihood." 


Trust me, says 
Blair as he 
plays it safe 


DAVID JONES/PA 


By Phi up Webster, political editor 


TONY BLA1R set his sights on 
two terms of office yesterday 
. as he offered Britain a fresh 
start and invited the country to 
judge his performance in gov- 
, eminent severely. 

Labour would “blow its 
place in history" if it betrayed 
the trust of the British people 
. at the general election and 
afterwards, he said. 

Unveiling a deliberately 
cautious manifesto, which 
“made a virtue of nor promis- 
\ ing the earth", Mr Blair 
suggested that he was pinning 
. his hopes on a lengthy period 
. in Downing Street. 

^ “Trust is the single most 
< important commodity in this 
election. I can almost reach 
r out and feel the sentiment 
amoDg the public," he said. 

1 “They want a new beginning 
>n politics. They want to know 
they can trust the person who 

• offers them that We are 
..saying ‘These are substantial 

commitments. They may not 

• revolutionise your life over¬ 
night but they' rao make 

• Britain berter.’ Hold us to 
. them. If we deliver them we 

can come back to the election 
after next and say trust us 
‘ again because we kepr our 
promises." 

... Mr Blair launched his docu¬ 
ment as two polls showed that 
his party was maintaining its 
huge lead. A Harris poll for 
The Independent gives Lal> 
our 52 per cent, the Tories 28 
and the Liberal Democrats 14. 
t A Gallup survey for 77u? Daily 
iTelegraph also gives Labour 
} 52 per cent, but has the Tories 
' on 31 and the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats on 11. 

But the Labour leader con¬ 
tinued to insist that he was not 
complacent, although he ac¬ 
cepted that this was a make- 
or-hreak election for his party. 
This is a historic opportunity 
.. for the Labour Party to te" 
come a modem party of 
»' progress and justice. If we 
Wow this opportunity. ^ we 
blow our place in history'." 
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£ Under the 
banner of ‘honesty 
in politics,’ Blair is 
able to make a 
virtue of paucity 3 

Matthew Parris, page 7 

C The problem is 
not ends. It is 
means. Labour’s 
figures do 
not add up 9 

Peter Riddell, page JO 
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Labour Manifesto 
in full. Section Two 


But Mr Blair's pledge to 
stick to the Government’s 
spending figures and not raise 
persona] taxes was soon un¬ 
dermined when Gordon 
Brown admitted there was a 
£1.5 billion hole in the expendi¬ 
ture plans. The Shadow Chan¬ 
cellor even said that Labour 
might have to go ahead with 
the £500 million privatisation 
of the National Air Traffic 
System to help to fill the gap. 
His admission delighted the 
Tories, who claimed to have 
scored a direct hit with their 
claims that Labour had a 
black hole in its finances. 

The Labour manifesto 
promised that there would be 
no increases in the basic or top 
rate of tax, and long-term aim 
remained a lop starting rate. 


It also promised a national 
minimum wage, referendums 
on a Scottish parliament and a 
Welsh assembly, a windfall 
tax on privatised utilities to get 
250.00 youngsters into work, 
extra spending oneducarion to 
cut dass sizes, year-on-year 
increases in health spending, 
a referendum on single cur¬ 
rency in the event of a Labour 
government deciding to go in, 
a reduction in VAT on fuel to 5 
per cent, abolition of the 
voting rights of hereditary- 
peers. and faster justice for 
young offenders. 

John Major described the 
manifesto as "more a con-trick 
than a contract", while Mich¬ 
ael Heseitine said Labour's 
document was a contract with 
the trade unions. Mr Major, 
campaigning in Scotland, also 
attacked Mr Blair's devolution 
plans, daiming that “in a 
handful of sentences he prom¬ 
ises to start the break up of the 
United Kingdom". 

The Liberal Democrats 
described the manifesto as the 
most complacent from any 
non-Conservative party in re¬ 
cent times and said: “On issue 
after issue Labour offer noth¬ 
ing to solve the grave prob¬ 
lems which we face." 

Launching the document 
earlier, Mr Blair had said: 
“This election is about trust 
The relationship between gov¬ 
ernment and people was shat¬ 
tered when the Conservatives, 
won the 1992 general election 
on a series of promises, partic¬ 
ularly on tax. and then system¬ 
atically broke them. For that 
reason, we make a virtue of 
the fact that our manifesto 
does not promise the earth. 

“It does not say it can do 
everytiting- There are no mag¬ 
ic wands or instant solutions. I 
defy anyone to say that this is 
anything other than a radical 
programme, but it is in the 
radical centre — modern, 
forward-looking and utterly in 
tune with the times and in¬ 
stincts of today’s Britain." 
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□ No rise in basic or top rate 
of income tax. Long term aim 
of lOp starting rate. 

□ Windfall tax on privatised 
utilities, to put 250.000 under- 
25s into work- 

□ National minimum wage, 
level to be decided. 

□ Reduction in dass sizes for 
five to seven-year-olds. Phas¬ 
ing out of Assisted Places 
Scheme- “Hit squads" to tar¬ 
get foiling education authori¬ 
ties. No return to 11-plus, but 
no abolition of grammar 

schools. _ . _ 

| □ Cut in VAT on fuel to 5 per 

□"^End to NHS internal 
market £100 million to treat 


more patients. Annual above- 
inflation increase in 
spending. 

□ Trade Union recognition 
where majority of“ relevant" 
workforce support iL 

□ Referendums on Scottish 

parliament and Welsh 
Assembly . 

P Referendum on single 
currency. . . 

□ Abolition of voting nehis 
for hereditary peers. 

□ A Royal Commission to 

report on long-term care of 
the elderly . 

□ Speeding up sentencing for 
pei>istent young offenders. 

□ Free vote on a total ban on 
handguns. 
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This was the normally crowded junction of the M5 and M6 after the bomb alert 

Bomb chaos on motorways 

By Stewart Ten dler, Danny McGrory and Kevin Eason 


TWO bombs were found 
under ihe Mb near Birming¬ 
ham yesterday as the fRA 
brought chaos to ihe busiest 
section of road in Europe. 

The bombs were discovered 
near junction nine after a 
coded warning that devices 
had been left between Perry 
Barr and Walsall. One detona¬ 
tor had been fired, but the 
bomb had failed to explode. 
The second was disarmed. 

. Thirty miles of the MI and 
the M6 and a stretch of the M5 
were closed, leaving nearly 
200.000 cars and 60,000 lor¬ 
ries stranded for hours. 
Hundreds more people were 
moved out of their homes, and 
motoring organisations esti¬ 
mated that the closures cost 
L2G million. 

Police believe thaf the chaos 
was parr of a new 1RA strategy 
to disrupt transport after last 
week’s attack on a Manchester 
rail junction. 

The Mo bombs were found 
after an Irish caller told two 
Walsall hotels that a bomb 
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would explode under the mo¬ 
torway by about 9am. As 
police scoured the elevated 

section of the motorway, two 
small explosions were heard, 
but no one could trace the 
source. Then yesterday after¬ 
noon West Midlands Police 
discovered a bomb attached to 
the top of a bOft support 
column near Be scot. Two con¬ 




trolled explosions destroyed 
the device. The second bomb 
was found 100 yards away. 

In Northamptonshire, the 
Ml was closed between junc¬ 
tions 16 and 19 for eight hours 
after a warning of a device 
under a road bridge. Police 
found a metal box near the 
Eurotunnel freight terminal at 
Crick. It was harmless. 
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Road rage 
‘is middle 
dass crime’ 

By Jeremy Laurance 

ROAD rage is a middle dass 
crime, a professor of psycholo¬ 
gy said last night Professor 
John Groeger. of the Univer¬ 
sity of Surrey, said inddents in 
which drivers attacked each 
other over minor traffic 
misdemeanours were more 
likely to involve the middle 
dasses than any other violent 
crime. 

Research presented to die 
Edinburgh International Sri- 
ence Festival examined re¬ 
ports of 100 inddents of road 
rage from 1993, and found 
they were unlike common 
crimes : of violence. Perpetra¬ 
tors and victims tended to be 
older than in other crimes and 
to span the soda! dasses and 
both sexes. 

Describing himself as ini¬ 
tially a sceptic about road 
rage. Professor Groeger said 
the differences had convinced 
him it was a unique phenome¬ 
non. The first reports of inci¬ 
dents appeared in 1993 and 
had grown rapidly. 

“The key question is wheth¬ 
er the rage is confined to the 
road or whether the people 
involved are just genuinely 
angry. 1 am coming to the 
view that this is something 
different from other forms of 
violence." Road rage inddents 
Continued on page 2, col 6 


IN BRIEF Q; 

Kohl is to run 
for fifth term 

Helmut Kohl the German 
Chancellor, has announced 
that he intends to stand for re- 
election after months of spec¬ 
ulation that he was suffering 
from foiling health and losing 
control over the spiralling 
economic problems that have 
dogged him for the past 
year. 

He made the announce¬ 
ment during an interview to 
mark his sixty-seventh birth¬ 
day. The election will be held 
at the end of next yearPagc 17 

BCCI fraud case 
man found guilty 

A shipping tycoon who de¬ 
frauded the Bank of Credit 
and. Commerce International 
of £750 million was yesterday 
convicted of Fraud and false 
accounting, in the biggest case 
of its kind to come before a 
British court. 

Abbas GokaL 61. former 
chairman of the Gulf Group, 
was convicted at the Old 
Bailey at the conclusion of a 
seven-month trial, which has 
cost the taxpayer £10 
million---.Page 3 

Teachers 5 threat 

Teachers in Bradford may take 
industrial action after having 
to take back boys caught with 
an air pistol —-Page 2 
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Teachers may strike over pupils caught with gun ’ 

. .. . _ 17 nf rhe case of schools tryillE to imrnnup 


By David Charter 
and Paul Wilkinson 

TEACHERS were yesterday con¬ 
sidering industrial action after 
their school was ordered to take 
back two boys caught with an air 
pistol and ammunition. The 14- 
year-olds were expelled from York¬ 
shire Martyrs Collegiate Roman 
Catholic School, Bradford, after 
one brought the Luger-style gun to 
school to sell to the other. 

But the school was this week 
ordered to re-admit them next term 
after their parents appealed to an 


Teachers 
call for 
governors 
to sit tests 

By David Charter 

EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 

TEACHERS called yesterday 
for government tests for 
340,000 state school governors 
to ensure they are up to the 
job. Too many were self- 
important, patronising and 
ignorant of school life, the 
National Association of 
Schoolmasters and Union of 
Women Teachers' annual con¬ 
ference was told. 

Despite warnings that tests 
would deter parents from 
volunteering, the union 
agreed to press the Depart¬ 
ment for Education for man¬ 
datory training and assess¬ 
ment of governors. Nigel de 
Grucfty, the general secretary, 
said teachers wanted gover¬ 
nors to prove their competence 
in a range of skills before 
qualifying. “They should show 
they understand employment 
law, education law and have a 
pretty sound knowledge of 
finance, "he said. 

Training to run schools with 
turnovers of £1 million or 
more often only lasted a day or 
two, the conference in Bourne¬ 
mouth was told. Paul Whitta¬ 
ker. a teacher from Devon, 
told the conference: “Frequent¬ 
ly individual governors as¬ 
sume powers through, per¬ 
haps, a distorted image of 
their own self-importance.” 

Tony Hardman, a bead 
from Liverpool, said that the 
Audit Commission had ex¬ 
pressed concern about their 
probity, and the examples it 
had found suggested that 
“governors sometimes 'give 
work to family and friends 
without going through the 
tendering process". 


independent appeal panel. John 
Clarke, 1 the head teacher, said the 
decision threatened the running of 
die school and could undermine its 
reputation for good discipline. 

La£ night in a statement issued 
on beflplf of Mr Clarke and Canon 
Peter Maguire, the chairman of the 
governors, by the Bradford Catho¬ 
lic diocesan press office, the deri¬ 
sion was soundly condemned. "A 
derision was readied on good 
grounds to expel the pupils. Other 
people have undertaken to reverse 
that derision. If the boys are to be 
accepted bade, the body that re¬ 


versed foe governor’s derision has 
got to take responisbility for what 
may happen subsequently.” 

A teacher caught the boys trying 
to settle on a price for the air pistol 
on January 17. They were expelled 
on January 21 and the police 
informed. They described the gun 
as a “magazine fed air weapon 
looking like a replica 9mm pistol". 

Two-thirds of Mr Clarke’s staff 
belong to the National Association 
of Schoolmasters and Union of 
Women Teachers, known for its 
readiness to act against unruly 
pupils. Its strike threat brought the 


chaos at the Ridings School, Hali- searches to make sure no youngster 
fax, to the Government’s attention is bringing a gun into schools " 
and its members walked out of Mr Clarke said; “Parents come to 

Manton Junior School, Worksop, this school because theyknow we 
for ten days last autumn, in protest have strong discipline. This does 
at the return of a disruptive ten- make it difficult to manage the 


year-old. 

Nigel de Grucfty, Nasuwt gener¬ 
al secretary, said: “We have to give 
a clear message that this kind of act 
is totally unacceptable. We must 
say to these pupils 'Sorry you must 
go’. 

“If we do not deal with this in a 
serious way. within a year or two 
we shall have American style 


school." 

Mr Clarke said the appeal panel 
would have to take the conse¬ 
quences of any violent act if the 
boys did indeed return. Bui he 
added: “I acept that ai the moment 
the independent appeals panel has 
said they should return to the 
school What acrualy happens re¬ 
mains to be seen." Brian Garvey, a 


West Yorkshire member of the 
union's national executive, said: 
“At this stage the members are just 
asking for advice. But as far as 1 am 
concerned, in today’s situation with 
regard ro weapons and school 
se curity, anybody who takes a gun 
into school*is a*danger" He the 
union would cry to resolve the 
situation by discussion first. 

Details of the case emerged as 
the NASUWT annual conference 
called for the abolition of the 
independent appeals panels. Mr 
Garvey added: “These appeals 
panels are totally useless for the 


case of schools trying to improve 
the education of pupils wthin them. 
They are a damn nuisance and are 
harming the opinions of those who 
know best.” 

Mr de Gruchy added: “If school 
governors are capable of firing 
teachers, they ought to be capable 
of firing children as well. The 
credibility of a governing body is 
destroyed when their derisions are 
overturned in this way. 

“Unfortunately I don’t detect any 
proposal in any manifesto to abol¬ 
ish these panels so I think these 
problems will just continue." 
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Rita Wilding with her son and her husband, whose death she blamed on Mr Bunting 

Disruptive boy’s mother 
guilty of hate campaign 


Gerald Bunting, disabled after attack by Rita Wilding 


A MOTHER of five was 
convicted yesterday of waging 
a hate campaign against a 
former council official who 
had made remarks about her 
family on television. 

Rita Wilding. 35. was re¬ 
manded in custody for three 
weeks for psychiatric and 
presentencing reports. A jury 
at Nottingham Crown Court 
took 20 minutes to find her 
guilty of making threats to kill 
Gerald Bunting and making 
threats to destroy his 
bungalow. 

Last year teachers threat¬ 
ened to go on strike because of 
her son. Richard. 14. Staff at 
his comprehensive school 
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daimed that he was impossi¬ 
ble to teach because of his 
disruptive behaviour. 

Mr Bunting told the court 
that he and his wife had 
received 72 telephone calls in a 
month from the Wilding fam¬ 
ily, threatening to kill them 
and bum down their home in 
Carbon Hill, Nottingham. He 
told the court that he ran for 
his life after one of the Wilding 
boys sprayed him with what 
he thought was petrol from a 
plastic bottle. Is facr it was 
lemonade, but he thought that 
another of the sons was about 
to set him alightwith a match. 

Mr Bunting, who attended 
court using crutches, said he 


was 80 per cent disabled after 
being pushed down a Sight of 
stairs by Wilding four years 
ago. She was convicted of 
assaulting him. 

Wilding, of Bilborough. 
Nottingham, said she and her 
sons went to Mr Bunting’s 
home in Carlton Hill. Notting¬ 
ham. to protest about com¬ 
ments he made about the 
family on a television pro¬ 
gramme about violent women. 
She said her husband Phillip, 
57. had suffered a heart attack 
♦ while watching the pro¬ 
gramme. Two days later he 
.had another and died. Mr 
Bunting said: “She Warned me 
for her husband’s death." 
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Boy murderer could 
be freed in 5h years 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 
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A BOY who helped his teenage 
brother and father to murder 
his mother could be freed from 
jail in 5^ years, after a 
recommendation by the Lord 
Chief Justice. 

John Howells, 16, and his 
brother, Glen, 17, were sen¬ 
tenced to be detained at Her 
Majesty's Pleasure for killing 
their mother with a hammer 
at their home in Huddersfield, 
west Yorkshire. Yesterday it 
was disclosed that Lord Bing¬ 
ham of Comhill had recom¬ 
mended to Midtael Howard, 
the Horae Secretary, that John 
Howells serve seven years and 
Glen Howells ten years. Both 
have already spent 18 months 
in custody. 

The recommendation comes 


Bank sacks 
three over 
e-mail porn 

By Robert Muller 
and Eric Reguly 

NATWEST Markets, the 
bank’s troubled securities arm 
that recently uncovered a 
£90 million black hole in its 
derivatives department, has 
sacked three employees and 
disciplined 12 others for dis¬ 
tributing pornography on the 
electronic mailing system. 

NatWest Markets disci¬ 
plined the staff concerned last 
Thursday after- being tipped 
off by Mercury Commun¬ 
ications. A NatWest spokes¬ 
woman confirmed last night 
that three "agency" staff tod 
been sacked for bringing in 
computer files of “soft" and 
“hard” pornography and 
downloading it on to the 
NatWest internal e-mail sys¬ 
tem. The material was then 
distributed internally and seat 
to other banks and trading 
houses in the City. 

A spokeswoman for Mercu¬ 
ry . Communications, which 
supplies corporate Internet 
services, confirmed the com¬ 
pany’s rale in the investiga¬ 
tion, which began after 
Mercury noticed "an unusual 
amount” of electronic mail 
generated by the NatWest 
offices. 


after advice from the trial 
judge on the minimum sen¬ 
tence to be served by both 
youths for “retribution and 
deterrence”. The Home Secre¬ 
tary can either confirm the 
recommendation or impose 
his own term. 

David Howells. 48, who was 
also convicted of murder, is 
understood not to have been 
informed of the minimum 
sentence he must serve. The 
three were found guilty of 
murdering Evelyn Howells at 
their home in August 1995. 

Last night Gordon Perfitt. 
John Howells* solicitor, said: 
“It’s slightly less than we 
anticipated. John was a tittle 
surprised, but at least it re¬ 
moves all the uncertainty.” 


30,000 rise expected 
in prison population 

The prison population in England and Wales is to rise by 
30.000, requiring a muitimfllion-pound programme to; 
buDd at least 30 jails, according to government figures 
released vestenday. The number of offenders in jail is. 
estimated* to rise by 19.200 in the next nine years, reaching 
almost 75.000 by 2005. and a further 11.000 are expected to 
be jailed by 2011 as a result of the Government’s new 
sentencing regime, although this prediction could already 
be out of date. The Home Office study shows the number 
of voting offenders sentenced is estimated to rise by more 
than halt from 6500 to 9,900. between 1995-2005, 
sentenced male adults by 36 percent (from 34,800 to4725QO) 
and foe number of women in jail from 2300 to 3,500. 

Epilepsy drug warning 

A drug for tbe treatment of epilepsy can be ten times more 
dangerous to children than its manufacturers first 
believed. Glaxo WeUcome has issued a warning pointing 
out that new research in America suggests that foe 
recognised allergic side-effects of Lamictal can be serious 
and, in rare cases, fatal. Tbe research shows that among 
children under 12, between one in 300 and one in J00 can 
suffer a serious ailegic reaction. The drug has been used by 
adults for a decade, but has been licensed for children for 
only two years. 

Aid for space mission 

The space mission destroyed by the failure of foe Ariane 5 
launcher last June is to rise again, courtesy of a cheaper 
Russian rocket Tbe European Space Agency has agreed to 
support the Cluster mission, which involves four satellites 
designed to study magnetic fields around the Earth at four 
points in space simultaneously. The result of ten years' 
work were lost when Cluster crashed into the swamps of 
French Guiana after Ariane 5 foiled. 

Murder hunt move 

Police hunting foe killer of Louise Smith, who was 
murdered after leaving a nightclub two years ago, began 
searching a house 400 yards from where her body was 
found. Miss Smith. 18. left a dub called Spirals in Yate, 
near Bristol, early on Christmas Day. 1995. Her body was 
found eight weeks later in a-quarry. Police yesterday 
removed two family cars and a mattress from foe house 
aodjhjg ypihe garden, _ **.- __ 

Corneas grown in lab 

Italian scientists have repaired badly damaged eyes by 
growing fresh corneas in a laboratory dish. The cornea is 
foe transparent material which covers foe iris and pupil 
Severe corneal damage can cause blindness. The team 
reports in The Lancet that, two years later, the tissue 
remains in place, is functioning normally and there has 
been “a striking improvement in patients' comfort and 
visual acuity”. 

Ice-fall mother returns 

A mother of three-year-old triplets, whose expedition to foe 
North Pole almost ended in disaster, said that she survived 
a five-minute plunge into foe freezing waters of foe Arctic 
Ocean by retailing her husband's parting words. Arm 
Daniels, 32. said: “When I left my husband, he told roe. ‘If 
things get bad. stay calm.’ I started to pull myself out and, 
on foe third attempt. I managed." She returned to Britain 
yesterday after more than a month away from her family. 

Veteran dies in break-in 

An 82-yearold war veteran collapsed and died after 
chasing two thieves he disturbed breaking into his car. 
Peter Kotwinski. who fled to Britain from Poland after the 
Nazis invaded and served with foe air force, had been 
visiting his wife Margaret in a nursing home in Ashton 
under Lyne. After seeing two young men taking the radio 
cassette, Mr Kotwinski alerted staff at foe nursing home, 
then gave chase. 


Road rage Thief let his name slip 


Continued from page 1 

typically involved drivers in 
their mid-thirties, in contrast 
to perpetrators of most social 
violence, who were generally 
young men aged 18 to 23. 

Those involved were usually 
strangers, in contrast to most 
crimes of violence, which in¬ 
volved people who knew each 
other. 

Many incidents involved 
people not normally associat¬ 
ed with violence. In one, a 
Jewish elder caught in a minor 
collision at traffic lights in 
North London assaulted a 
Buddhist monk in the other 
car. In another, a vicar’s wife 
assaulted a woman beauti¬ 
cian, who she said “cut her 
up" on an urban road in 
northern England. 

Two doctors, involved in 
separate incidents, produced 
guns to press their points. A 
bodyguard of the Queen as¬ 
saulted a driver, and other 
incidents have involved com¬ 
pany directors, police and 
other professionals. 

Professor Groeger. who pre¬ 
sented his findings in Edin¬ 
burgh last night, said: "This is 
something separate from nor¬ 
mal social violence." Road 
rage was foe violent crime 
most likely to involve foe 
middle classes because they 
woe rarefy involved in other 
violence. They were also more 
likely to have jobs that in¬ 
volved driving high mileages. 


Nefl Turiey, 27, of Lydney, Gloucestershire, had a twinge 
of conscience after stealing a car for a 350-mile round trip, 
tad that was his undoing. When he returned, he left a box 
of chocolates in the car with a note of apology written on 
the back of a bail form giving his name and address. 
Turiey pleaded guilty to several charges, inducting taking 
the car and driving without insurance. He was banned for 
six months and placed on probation for two years. .. 
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Tycoon brought 
down BCCI with 
£750m fraud 
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move 


By Jon Ashworth 

ABBAS GOKAL. the shipping 
mogul convicted yesterday of 
stealing $j 2 billion (£750 mil¬ 
lion) from customers of the 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International, spent the 
money on a life of Rolls- 
Royces. private jets and exotic 
* holidays. 

Victims of the fraud ranged 
from the Sheikh of Abu 
Dhabi, who tost about 
E312 million, to Western Isles 
council in Scotland (£24mil- 
lion). Westminster City Coun¬ 
cil (£3.5 million) and Harlow 
council in Essex (E4J5 million). 
Council tax bills will be higher 
and council services reduced 
as a result until well into the 
next century. 

Gokal’s persona] fortune is 
thought to exceed £20 million. 
The son of wealthy Pakistani 
traders, he was educated at the 
exclusive St Patrick's High 
School in Karachi and was a 
regular visitor to Britain, 
where the bank had its 
; headquarters. 

He had a home in Ealing, 
west London, and in Geneva, 
plus a dialer in the ski resort of 
Megeve. His two sons and two 
daughters are thought to have 
attended expensive schools in 
Switzerland. 

Gokal. 61, and his family 
ran up credit card bills total¬ 
ling £245.000 from 1987 to 
1992. Since his arrest three 
years ago. he had been on 
remand at Brixton prison, 
where he will remain until he 
is sentenced at the Old Bailey 
next month. 

His was the fifth successive 
conviction from the Serious 
Fraud Office investigation into 
BCCI, which collapsed in 1991 
with debts of $10 billion. 
About 38.000 British creditors 
were affected. The Gokal case, 
led by Chris Dickson, a senior 
SFO lawyer, involved the big¬ 
gest sum in a British baud 
indictment 

Gulf Group was the biggest . 
single borrower bum BCCI. 
The Geneva-based company 
had borrowed so much money 



Gokal: attempted to 
escape in Pakistan 



Gokal’s wife: the family 
kept three houses 

bom the bank that one could 
not survive without the other. 

Working with BCCI’s senior 
executives. Gokal created a 
network of offshore front com¬ 
panies to cany funds back to 
his own pocket by a circuitous 
route. Millions of dollars went 
round in an exercise likened 
by SFO investigators to a 
“giant washing machine". The 
money was laundered 
through banks in New York. 

The SFO found documents 
signed by Gokal in a London 
safe deposit box which showed 
that he and his brothers. 
Mustafa and Murtaza, owned 
and controlled the Companies 
involved in the baud. Secre¬ 
taries and other junior Gulf 
Group employees were nomi¬ 
nee directors of the phony 
companies, and were required 
to sign thousand of documents 


designed ro throw BCCI* 
auditor, Price Waterhouse, off 
The scent. 

The documents were pro¬ 
duced in the special duties 
department at BCCI’s head¬ 
quarters in Leadenhall Street 
in the City of London. This 
was a whole unit dedicated to 
fabricating documents about 
Gulf Group, including invent¬ 
ing commercial histories for 
the non-existent businesses 
and false loan agreements. 

Gokal fled bom Geneva for 
Pakistan in 1992. shortly be¬ 
fore police raided his offices. 
In July 1994 he was invited to 
America to give evidence 
under an immunity-from- 
prosecution deal agreed with 
the American authorities, but 
the SFO was tipped off and the 
police were waiting when his 
flight landed at Frankfort to 
refuel. 

He had been declared bank¬ 
rupt by this stage, but never¬ 
theless flew firsr class under 
an assumed name. He was 
arrested and extradited to 
Britain. After repeated delays, 
the trial opened at the Old 
Bailey in September 1996. 

The main loser in the BCCI 
affair is undoubtedly the 
Sheikh of Abu Dhabi, who 
deposited more than 
£1.625 billion with BCCI over 
a ten-year period. He thought 
the money was being invested 
in safe government instru¬ 
ments. Between 1983 and 1989, 
more than E3I2 million of his 
money was siphoned off to 
Gulf Group. Only about £102 
million has been recovered. 

Many small businesses and 
private individuals also lost 
money, including a Londoner 
who was saving for a bone 
marrow transplant for his 
adopted son. 

Gokal, who had denied 
baud and false accounting. 
will be sentenced at the Old 
Bailey next month and faces 
confiscation of some of his 
assets. He received legal aid 
for the 122-day trial, estimated 
to have cost a total of £10 
million. He may be made to 
contribute to his defence bill. 
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Reward to catch ,,runk ,rio 

w.t i? i -n jailed over 

New Year killer fiiabt h^v 


By Daniel McGrory 


in break* 


THE parents of a murdered 
i schoolgirl are hoping that a 
f £23,000 reward will tempt 
someone to stop shielding her 
killer. Detectives are still baf¬ 
fled after three months of 
inquiries. 

Nicola Dixon. 17, was sexu¬ 
ally attacked and bludgeoned 
to death on her way to a New 
Year's Eve party in Sutton 
Coldfield, West Midlands. 
Police received 1,500 calls bom 
die public, but none has led to 
the murderer. Local business¬ 
men and community leaders 
have now helped to raise the 
reward money. "—' 

Rita Dixon. 46, said yester¬ 
day: “Someone must be shield¬ 
ing the murderer. We can not 
rest until the killer is arrested 
and in prison. Nicola deserves 
justice. We do not want the 
murderer to strike again and 
inflict hell on another family." 

Detective Chief Inspector 
. Kelvin Roberts said: “I find it 
S hard to believe that somebody 
' T doesn’t know, or have a suspi- 


name 



Nicola Dixon: she was 
killed in alleyway 

. ^ i ^ _ _•___ 


don. that their friend, neigh¬ 
bour. partner or husband is 
responsible for Nicola’s 
death.” 

Police have begun DNA 
tests on more than 100 local 
youths. There is concern that 
the killer must be local, and 
women are reluctant to walk 
alone after dark through 
backstreets. 

The killer struck in the 
grounds of a house, vacated 
just three days earlier, along¬ 
side a dimly lit alleyway. 
Walburga Burrell, whose flat 
is 50 yards bom the entrance 
to the alleyway, said: “Women 
wont walk there af nights now 
as the man must have picked 
the one place around here 
where he knew he could not be 
seen.” 

The victim was in her last 
year at school studying for A 
levels and worked as a volun¬ 
teer with children’s groups as 
part of her Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh’s Award scheme. 

A man about 5ft 5in. in his 
early 20s, in a dark overcoat 
and Doc Marten's boots, was 
seen a few yards behind 
Nicola as she slithered on 
snow-covered roads on the 
way to a pub to meet friends. 
police do not know whether 
she had been stalked. 

Mr Crouch said: -Someone 
is shielding whoever did it 
and perhaps money might 
tempt them to betray him. 
More than 1300 calls from the 
public is unprecedented." 

Nicola’s father. Andy Dix¬ 
on, added: "It’s frustrating: 
there has been a magnificent 
response and yet it hasn’t 
brought a result.” 


flight delay 

By Emma Wilkins 

THREE drunken passengers 
who caused a pilot to abort a 
flight seconds before take-off 
were each jailed for six 
months yesterday. 

The men were escorted from 
the Air 2000 flight bound for 
Crete after hurling abuse at 
each other and insulting 
stewardesses at Manchester 
airport last July. The other 231 
passengers cheered as they 
were removed. 

Manchester Crown Court 
was told that Edward Lunden, 
Philip Vincent and Ian Lewis 
were among a group of nine 
friends travelling together. 
But they were so drunk that 
they needed help to walk up 
the aircraft steps to their seats. 
Michael Murray, for the pros¬ 
ecution. said. 

They were warned by the 
cabin crew five rimes as the 
aircraft made its way towards 
the runway, until the pilot 
derided that if was not safe to 
take off with them on board 
and returned to the terminal 
where die three were arrested. 

Lunden. 23, Vincent. 2U. and 
Lewis. 22, all from Liverpool, 
admitted drunkenness on an 
aircraft, but they looked 
shocked when Judge Black- 
bum jailed them and ordered 
them to pay the airline £450 

each as compensation for the 

delay they caused. 

The judge said: "This is not 
ordinary drunkenness — dis¬ 
gusting as it is — this is 

drunkenness on an aeroplane 
carrying a large number of 
passengers, where discipline 
is important This sort of 
behaviour will not be tolerated 
for safety reasons." 
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Laird fires poaching broadside 


A 


JBK Shirley English 

.^'-HIGHLAND laird has 
*;3SSnised residents of Fori WiF 
'■ Hara of being “idle deer 
poolers" cashing in on the 
1 «femand for venison created 


-i^fhe'BSE crisis. 

• Mfidiael Wigan, who o wns 
V^^XOOOacre Borrobol es- 
V.fttte'in east Sutherland, says 
drat poaching has become big 

' business for some Highland' 
ers.a$ venison is increasingly 
seen as a safe alternative to 
TO, He writes in the April 
Edition of the hunting and 
. shooting magazine The Reid: 
‘'Fbrt -William houses many 
theoretically Idle men sur¬ 


rounded by deer country. 
Locbaber is a notorious 
poaching ground ... most 
Highland deer poachers are 
local men with poaching ui 
their blood.” 

His remarks provoked an 
angry response from Ian 
MacDonald, who represent 
Fort William on Highland 
Council. Trading insults, he 
said: “This man obviously has 
a totally jaundiced outlook on 
life. 1 know locals in the town 
are annoyed by these state¬ 
ments. but my advice is to 
laugh it off. Gnat bites do not 
hurt anyone. I £t ,d,or 

have his say." 

Mr Wigan wrote that some 


young people had turned 
their backs on mainstream 
careers in favour of the lucra¬ 
tive, tax-free income available 
from poaching. “Game deal¬ 
ers were paying estates £1.40 a 
pound in autumn 1996. This 
means a good stag in prime 
condition in September 
would fetch E200. Five stags a 
week is £1.000. No tax js paid 
and there are no costs." 

Mr Wigan, who regularly 
writes about the H ighlands. is 
an Englishman who inherited 
the Borrobol estate at 
Helmsdale and lives on the 
farm all year. It was bought 
by his family in 193S for 
£32.000. 



HOME NEWS 3 

Clash of chapter 
and verse over 
Shelley’s abode 


Amy Prideaux at Shelley’s Cottage where, she claims, the poet honeymooned 



The other Shelley’s cottage, at the Rising Sun Hotel admits it may have rivals 


Byaian Hamilton 

TWO rival Devon hoteliers 
are locked in dispute over 
which of their inns played 
host to Percy Shelley and his 
teenage bride Harriet West¬ 
brook on their honeymoon in 
1812. Both the Rising Sun and 
Shelley’s Cottage Hotel in the 
village of Lynmouth are 
daiming that the pale roman¬ 
tic poet, then only 20 years 
old. began his brief marriage 
to the 16-year-old Harriet in 

their rooms. 

Both, it appears, are entire¬ 
ly wrong: Shelley honey¬ 
mooned 600 miles away, in 
Edinburgh. 

The dispute, which has 
simmered for years, has re¬ 
surfaced because of the Rising 
Sun’s inclusion in the latest 
edition of the Great Inns of 
England guidebook, and its 
subsequent advertising in nat¬ 
ional newspapers, playing on 
the Shelley connection. Amy 
Prideaux. proprietor of the 
rival Shelley's Cottage, insist¬ 
ed yesterday that hers was the 
true location. 

Hugo Jeune, proprietor of 
the Rising Sun. said yesterday 
he did not want to comment 
on what he regarded as an old 
row. But he said he had never 
claimed to have any docu¬ 
mentary evidence that his 
hotel was the Shelleys' love 
nest, and had never denied 
that there were two possible 
claimants to the title. 

The truth of the matter, 
according to all the standard 
biographies of the poet is that 
Shelley ran away to Edin- 



The only Percy Bysshe 

Shelley, romantic poet 

burgh and married Harriet 
there on August 28, 1811. 
remaining in the city for some 
time before journeying with 
their friend Thomas Jefferson 
Hogg — who wasted no time 
in making a pass at the new 
Mrs Shelley — to York. Ten 
months later the Shelleys 
arrived in Lynmouth. 

Roderick Cavaliero of the 
Keats-Shedey Memorial As¬ 
sociation yesterday burrowed 
into the poet's own letters to 
discover Shelley’s description 
of his Devon home: “The 
poverty and humbleness of 
the apartments is compensat¬ 
ed by their number, and we 
can invite our friends with a 
consciousness that there is 
enclosed space wherein they 
may sleep." 

Whichever is the correct 
cottage, it did the Shelleys no 
good. Within two years Percy 
ran off u> Switzerland with 
Maty Godwin, and Devon 
never saw him again. 


To the ends of the earth and the top of the world. 

Only two of us have made it. 


On May 9th 1994. 
Erling Kagge conquered 
Everest and became the 
first man to achieve the 
impossible. 

He'd made it to the 
North Pole with no out¬ 
side help. He’d made it 
to the South Pole totally 
alone. And he'd climbed 
Everest at his first attempt. 

He was accompanied 
on all three expeditions 
by one watch. His Rolex. 




"The 


reason 



y-r -T. • ’ 
= vC'. 


succeeded is not because 
I've been fitter than any¬ 
one else but because I've 


been very thorough with my preparations. 

“I studied the equipment that the local 
inhabitants use. 


"I looked at high tech and low tech. Then, 
eventually, by drawing on everyone’s 


experience, 1 chose the 
WKmm II equipment I knew I could 

9 Ik 

I } J^f. So not surprisingly, 

Erling Kagge chose a 
Rolex Explorer II. "I knew 
instinctively that it was 
the right watch," he says. 
BBBSgP "It's built to withstand 

Eli|9k almost anything. Its the 

only thing that's been on 
all the trips with me and 
-m, its never once let me 

down." 

Strength and relia- 
-'V';. bility are qualities that 

Erling Kagge values 
above all others. 

“I never trust to luck” he says. "But 
the fact is, the better your equipment the 
luckier you get ” 

Maybe that's why he values ^ 


his Rolex so highly. 


m. 


ROLEX 

of Ccfteva 


ft 








The Rolex Oyster Perpetual Explorer B in stainless steel ttrith matching Oyster bracelet. 


Only a select group of jeweller* sell Rolex watches. For the address of your nearest Rolex jeweller, and for further information on the complete range of Rolex watches, write to; 
The Rolex Watch Company Limited, 3 Stratford Place. London WIN 0ER or telephone 0171-629 5071. 










HOME NEWS 


THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 4 1997 


Advert 

campaign 

prescribes 

cannabis 

By Alexandra Frean 
MEDIA CORRESPOXPENT 

AN ADVERTISING cam¬ 
paign promoting the Thera¬ 
peutic use of cannabis for 
arthritis and multiple sclerosis 
is be launched this weekend. 
It argues that laws banning 
medicinal use are contradic¬ 
tory, as GPS are allowed to 
prescribe substitutes for other 
drugs such as heroin. 

One advertisment shows a 
cannabis leaf in a pestle and 
mortar, and has the slogan: “I 
cant prescribe you a safe, 
naturally occurring herb for 
the pain of MS. But I can give 
you heroin." 

Cannabis was available on 
prescription until 1971. The 
new move has been organised 
by Clare Hodges, an MS 
sufferer who runs the Alliance 
for Cannabis Therapeutics. 
She told the advertising maga¬ 
zine Campaign: "We are not 
campaigning for the general 
legalisation of cannabis. We 
want people to understand it is 
a valuable medkme and we 
are campaigning to have it 
made available from doctors. 

"t am running this cam¬ 
paign from my back room. 1 
hope it will take things on to a 
new level." 

Sharon Gallacher. an ad¬ 
vertising executive who creat¬ 
ed the advertisements without 
charge, said: "I read an article 
about Clare Hodges and con¬ 
tacted her to see if there was 
anything I oould do to help. 
The idea is to raise people's 
consciousness. Mast people 
are aghast if you tell them that 
you can get heroin on pre¬ 
scription. but not cannabis." 

The alliance has been hop¬ 
ing that newspapers might 
agree to print the advertise¬ 
ments without charge. Yester¬ 
day the Economist magazine 
said it would be delighted to 
carry the advertisements, al¬ 
though it would be reluctant to 
run them free. 

Alan Dunachie, advertising 
manager for the Economist, 
said: “It would be difficult for 
a publication which has al¬ 
ready written several times 
about bringing cannabis with¬ 
in the law not to run these 
advertisements." 


Eurotunnel safety 
promise fails to 
curb blaze fears 



EUROTUNNEL agreed yest¬ 
erday to introduce new safety 
procedures after admitting 
that there had been “avoidable 
delays" in tackling the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel fire last November. 
But the company said it would 
not change the open lattice- 
work wagons which some 
believe caused a "blowtorch" 
effect in the runnel. 

The Fire Brigades Union 
accused executives of compla¬ 
cency after they confirmed 
that more of die wagons were 
to be ordered at a cost of 
£130 million. The Consumers* 
Association urged lorry driv¬ 
ers to think twice before they 
used die freight service: “The 
evidence produced by Euro¬ 
tunnel doesn't address the 
question of the lattice-sided 
wagons at all. There are more 
questions than answers." a 
spokesman said. 

Eurotunnel hopes that its 
new measures, including 
smokehoods for crew and 
passengers, will allow freight 
services to resume by mid- 
June. The Channel Tunnel 
Safety Authority said, how¬ 
ever, that it wanted more 
information and that it was 
impossible to predict when 


By Kathryn Knight 

permission would be given for 
trains to start. 

Thirty people needed hospi¬ 
tal treatment after being 
trapped in a smoke-filled com¬ 
partment when the fire broke 
out 12 miles from the French 
coast Fifteen lorries and die 
rear locomotive of the shuttle 
were destroyed, as was 600 
metres of tunnel. 

The cause of the blaze is still 
being investigated by the 
French authorities, although 
in its report yesterday 
Eurotunnel ruled out a system 
or mechanical failure. Investi¬ 
gations have centred on multi¬ 
ple failures of the tunnel safety 
systems, including the ventila¬ 
tion system, and an apparent 
one-hour delay in summoning 
Kent Fire Brigade. 

Robert Malpas, co-chair¬ 
man of Eurotunnel, conceded 
yesterday that more could 
have been done to help the 
passengers to escape more 
quickly. “We have, of course, 
learnt lessons from this inci¬ 
dent and have already imple¬ 
mented a number of 
important changes in proce¬ 
dures. equipment, manning 
levels and training to improve 
further the protection of pas- 


Thc new safety measures announced yesterday by 
Eurotunnel include: 

□ in the event of fire: the train immediately to make a 
controlled stop and passengers to be evacuated to the 
service tunnel as a priority 

□ smokehoods for passengers and crew 

□ centralising afi fire alarm monitors in railway control 
centre 

□ more fire suppression systems in tonne! 

□ improved manning of the control ce n tr e 

□ installing electronic devices to specify where a train bas 
stopped in die tunnel 

□ better staff training 

□ more checks on^each lorry at time of loading 

□ surveillance of each departing shuttle by crew at both 
ends of platform, in contact with control centre 

□ trains with fires on board win be allowed to proceed 
only if dose to an exit 

□ installation of additional fire suppression systems 

□ six fire control stations with a water spray system in 
each tnnncL 


sengere, employees and the 
tunnel itself," he said. 

Mr Malpas defended the 
derision to place a £130 million 
order for more lattice design 
wagons within 18 months. "I 
do not believe there is any 
need to modify the design of 
the wagons," he said. “We are 
in discussions with the safety 
authority.” . 

Mike Fordham, assistant 
general secretary of the Fire 
Brigades Union, said Euro¬ 
tunnel's refusal to change the 
wagons was complacency at 
its worst. There will be 
another fire down the tunnel 
— that's a certainty. Fires will 
always occur. We believe that 
if it does occur, life will be lost 
The public should not travel 
down there until it is as safe as 
it can possibly be," he said. 

The tighter safety measures 
announced yesterday include 
more fire suppression systems 
in tile tunnel, more checks on 
each lorry as it is loaded, and 
electronic devices to show 
more precisely where a train 
has stopped. 

All freight shuttles will be 
fitted with smokehoods before 
the service resumes. The 
smokehoods, which were 
being tested yesterday by Kent 
Fire Brigade, will be kept in 
the amenity coach of the 
freight shuttles and distribut¬ 
ed % the chef de train. 

A spokesman for the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel Safety Authority 
said its report on the fire 
would be released after the 
election. “We are considering 
Eurotunnel's submissions at 
the moment We have asked 
them already to complete a 
number of measures as a pre¬ 
condition to restarting the 
shuttle service." 

The fire has so for cost about 
£75 million in lost revenue. 
The car service has been 
restricted by the tunnel re¬ 
pairs. The cost to the company 
will be about E10 million with 
the rest covered by insurers. 
Total claims on insurers, in¬ 
cluding repair costs, are likely 
' Jtp be nearly £200 million. 




Jeremy Irons arriving for yesterday's inquest His vehicle overturned in file crash 

Irons tells of fight to avoid 
crash that killed driver of 79 


THE actor Jeremy Irons 
described yesterday how he 
tried to avoid an oncoming car 
before a crash on an Oxford¬ 
shire country road that result¬ 
ed in the death of a 79-year-old 
driver. 

Richard Belgrove, of 
Thame. Oxfordshire, suffered 
multiple injuries and died in 
hospital a month after the 
accident last September. Mr 
Irons, 48, told the inquest in 
Oxford that as he rounded a 
notorious bend near Tets- 
worth in his four-wheel-drive 
vehicle, he saw Mr Belgroye’s 
car straddling the white line. 
The car w^s mdyipg further. 


By Tim Jones 

over towards me into my line 
and I swerved to avoid it" he 
said. 

“I pulled on to the verge but 
not far enough, because there 
was an impact At that point I 
dosed my eyes and when I 
opened them again I found my 
Jeep was on its side." 

Mr Irons, who won a best- 
actor Oscar for his role in 
Reversal of Fortune, lives in 
Watlington and said he was 
familiar with the road. He 
had noticed the offside wheels 
of Mr Belgrove’s car were 
under pressure as it negotiat- 
ed dte bend. The driver's wife. 
-DansTiR. wKTwas. a passer^.' 


ger. said that she remembered 
nothing of the accident 
Sergeant Frank Yabsley of 
Thames Valley Police said 
that if Mr Irons had nor been 
driving a left-hand-drive vehi¬ 
cle, he would have been seri¬ 
ously injured. There was no 
evidence that either driver had 
been going too fast 
Nicholas Gardiner, the Ox¬ 
fordshire Coroner, recorded a 
verdict of accidental death. 

Five days before the acci¬ 
dent, Mr Irons's wife, Sinead 
Cusack, and their two sons 
escaped injury when their 
horsebox ^overturned on the 
M4 inSouth Wales. 


The way to* 
a woman’s 
heart is 
through 
your wallet 

By Jeremy Laurance 

MEN advertising for partners 
in newspapers want a physi¬ 
cally attractive woman, while 
women want a solvent, inde¬ 
pendent man. a study of 
lonely-hearts columns shows. 

The findings of the study of 
2,000 lonely-hearts advertise¬ 
ments which appeared in 20 
local and two national news- 
papers, including The Times, . 
proride useful tips on hctw to 
get the most replies. 

Analysis of die advertise¬ 
ments, presented at the Brit¬ 
ish Psychological Society's 
annual conference in Edin¬ 
burgh. showed that men tend¬ 
ed to offer wealth, prof¬ 
essional status and property, 
and to seek attractive women 
with warmth and sensitivity, 
traditionally seen as feminine 
qualities. Women tended to 
emphasise their attractiveness 
but, above all, what they 
wanted in a man was 
solvency. 

Many men also claimed to 
offer warmth, love and care— 
and did so more than the 
women. Mark Mason, of 
Nene College. Northampton, 
who conducted the study, said 
it was impossible to tell 
whether these were genuinely 
meant or a cynical ploy 
designed to entrap unwary 
women. 

“It is possible men are 
changing and becoming ‘new 
men’ who are less shy about 
advertising these qualities." 
he said. “Or it may be that 
they know this is what women 
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Kirk warning ever 
Toronto Blessing 

By Gillian Bowditch, Scotland correspondent 



By Alexandra Frean, media correspondent 


THE Church of Scotland has 
warned members about the 
Toronto Blessing, a charis¬ 
matic form of worship that 
originated in Canada and 
which can leave worshippers 
shaking violently, falling over, 
emitting animal noises and 
appearing drunk. 

A detailed report by the 
Kirk's Panel on Doctrine, 
which is to be debated at the 
General Assembly next 
month, urges caution and says 
there is “excessive individual¬ 
ism, self-indulgence, elitism 
and theological triumph¬ 
alism". It does not condemn 
the Toronto Blessing outright, 
saying thar the Church may 


“learn from greater openness 
to the Spirit", but it says there 
is little scriptural backing for 
the blessing. 

The Toronto Blessing origi¬ 
nated at the Toronto Airport 
Vineyard Christian Fellow¬ 
ship on January 20,1994, and, 
according to the report, is "still 
in its embryonic stage". 
Speaking in tongues, prophe¬ 
cy and healing can be part of 
the experience. 

The Rev John McPake, one 
of the authors, said: “The 
report articulates a range of 
serious concerns which advo¬ 
cates of the blessing would do 
well to ponder and reflect 
upon." 


THE BBC is aiming to de¬ 
bunk popular myths about 
the history of Britain with the 
production of a television 
series on the nation’s past 

The 16 programmes — 
from when the Romans left 
Britain in the early 5th centu¬ 
ry, up to 1914—will form one 
of the corporation’s most am¬ 
bitious factual series. 

Janice Hadlow, editor of A 
History of Britain, said that 
the programmes would be 
aimed at a mass audience, but 
would incorporate intellectual 
theories and challenge con¬ 
ventional perspectives. “We 
look back at Elizabeth I and 
tiie Armada, knowing it all 
turned oat to be OK for her. 
We see that time as one of 
great triumph for Britain. But 


she was actually fighting for 
her life, both literally and as a 
stateswoman." she said. “She 
was fighting in Europe at a 
time when England was very 
beleaguered — it had been 
through 50 or 60 years of 
religious upheaval and was 
facing opposition from 
France and Spain. 

“As we approach the mil¬ 
lennium there’s a huge 
amount of debate about what 
Britain is, how we got here 
who we really are and how do 
we relate to the United States 
and Europe. That’s what we 
hope to tackle." 

She said that the series 
would draw from the worits of 
contemporary historians and 
chroniclers of the past using 
letters and diaries depicting 


the lives of ordinary people. 
“We would hope to use things 
like the Paston letters. These 
were from a 15th-century 
family in Kent and are one of 
the earliest exchanges of let¬ 
ters. When the son went to 
London, his mother wrote to 
him. They give lots of details 
of everyday life." 

Historians yesterday wel¬ 
comed the series. Lord Blake, 
former Provost of Queen’s 
College, Oxford, said: “People 
are very ignorant of their 
history and anything that 
brings it to a witter audience 
is to be welcomed." 

The television series will be 
complemented by drama and 
music programmes on Radios 
3 and 4. It will be ready for 
broadcast in 1999. 


blame 
police for cell death 


By Paul Wilkinson 


THE family of a 15-year-old 
boy who was found hanging 
while in police custody ac¬ 
cused the police of negligence 
yesterday and said that they 
were considering legal action. 

They said the boy was 
obviously at risk of suicide, 
having threatened to kill him¬ 
self when he was arrested, and 
that the police should have 
supervised him more careful¬ 
ly. The Police Complaints 
Authority is investigating. 

David Green died on Wed¬ 
nesday in an intensive care 
unit, two days after being 
found unconscious in a cell at 
Hartlepool police station. He 
had been arrested on Sunday 


night apparently as he at¬ 
tempted to burgle a house 
near his home in Hartlepool. 
He was detained by the occu¬ 
pant until police arrived. 

On Monday morning, 
members of his family visited 
him at the police station. At 
3pm a custody officer found 
him unconscious with a cord 
around his neck. Attempts to 
revive him failed and he was 
taken to Hartlepool General 
Hospital. 

Yesterday an inquest was 
opened and adjourned by Olof 
Bjarkeroth. the Cleveland Cor¬ 
oner. A post-mortem examina¬ 
tion was carried out but no 
details were disclosed. 


through The Times 

want and are offering it as a 
way of gaining more replies:" 

Mr Mason said earlier 
studies had shown that adver- 
Jgers who offered stereotypi¬ 
cal qualities got more replies. 
“Heterosexual females look 
for rich men — wage-earners 
with their own home and car. 
They offer attractiveness a lot 
and heterosexual males seek 
it a lot" 

Few advertisers departed 
from convention. The com¬ 
monest adjective used was 
genuine, closely followed by 
humorous, attractive, caring 
and loving. Only two adver¬ 
tisements in a thousand in¬ 
cluded adjectives such as fat. 
unattractive, cynical and 
eccentric 

Mr Mason said the ideal 
advertisement that a man 
could place would highlight 
his salary, independence, 
home ownership and caring 
nature A sense of humour 
and physical attractiveness 
would enhance his appeal. 
Women should concentrate 
entirely on their physical 
attributes, using adjectives 
such as slim, tall and shapely. 
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Cats on a warm roof 
more likely to fall 
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CATS risk many of their nine 
lives felling from high-rise 
buildings, a French vet said 
yesterday. 

Addressing the annual 
congress of the World Small 
Animal Veterinary Associ¬ 
ation in Birmingham. Gilles 
Dupre said nine out of ten cats 
survived when they tumbled 
from high buildings. Some 
had walked away from falls of 
eight storeys or more, but 
“high-rise syndrome" was an 
increasing hazard. 

Dr Dupr6 and his col¬ 
leagues at the Clinique Fregis 
in Paris, which specialises in 
emergency care have studied 
413 cats which fell more than 
two storeys. Eighty per cent 
survived. 

The research found that 72 
per cent of the cats which fell 
or jumped from buildings 
were under two years old. 
After that age, it seemed, cats 


learnt more sense. “As far as 
we know, cats, unlike 
humans, do not commit sui¬ 
cide by jumping from 
heights," Dr Dupfe said. 
“They either fall by accident or 
because they are trying to 
catch something in the air. 

“But they do seem prone to 
jump or fall more often in the 
spring, and at other times 
when the sun comes out after 
prolonged overcast weather." 

Prompt and knowledgeable 
veterinary treatment was es¬ 
sential, Dr Dupre said, if the 
cats’ luck was to last "Two erf 
the most common injuries are 
rupture of the lungs and j 
internal bleeding in the lungs, 
conditions which will not usu¬ 
ally show up unless the chest 
X-ray is done immediately." 
Dr Dupte said improvements 
in emergency treatment had 
greatly enhanced the chances 
of survival. 
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Pulp Fiction ‘looks tame’ as demand 




for real TV violence 


By Paul Wilkinson 

TELEVISION shows such as 
Blind Date and Gladiators pan¬ 
der to a growing public desire for 
real, rather than fictional, sex and 
violence, a criminologist claimed 
yesterday. Gladiators was far 
more worrying than the violent 
film Pulp Fiction* Mike Presdee 
said, because people from children 
to grandparents sat around the 
television cheering on scantily dad 
women contestants hitting and 


wrestling with each other. Blind 
Date, he said, was not romantic, 
but “nasty and too sexy". 

Mr Presdee. a reader in crimi¬ 
nology at the University of Sunder¬ 
land. and Gavin Carver, of the 
University of Kent, put these views 
in a paper. The Consumption of 
Crime os Popular Pleasure, which 
Mr Presdee will present at the 
British Sociological Conference at 
York University next week. The 
paper, which will be among 300 
contributions to the conference by 


sociologists from around the 
world, urges more honesty about 
the growing addiction to real 
violence. 

Mr Presdee said yesterday that 
violence and suffering had moved 
from drama to real people in 
recent years and “humiliation 
television'' was pulling in the 
viewers. “Viewers want to see 
proper humiliation and cruelty- 
Blind Date is based on emotional 
cruelty. It can be nasty and 
shocking and often is sexually 


gratuitous. Some contestants have 
been deariy badly affected by iL It 
is certainly not the romantic thing 
they set it out to be. Yet we love it 
don't we? We cant wait to see the 
bit where they tear into each other. 
Isnt that quite wonyingr 
He said Gladiators “has both 
violence and sex. There are people 
with beautiful bodies hitting each 
other. The women are dressed in 
skimpy outfits and are trying to 
hurt one another, but it is seen to 
be OK. This is sex and violence for 


the family and it worries me more 
than Pulp Fiction because it is real 
violence, whereas movies are 
staged drama. Television is pro¬ 
ducing violence to be enjoyed by 
the public." 

Fly-on-the-wall programmes 
such as Police Stop, which por¬ 
trays actual car chases and crash¬ 
es, show police are excited as much 
by the action as the viewers and 
criminals. He said: “Watching 
crime is big business. Young 
joyriders want the thrill of the 


chase and tty and prorate the 
police to create one. It would not be 
very exciting if the police did not 
respond, but they often do and the 
police are part of it On the videos 
you can tell by the voices that the 
police are enjoying it-” . 

Chief Superintendent Chns 
Tate, head of operational support 
at West Yorkshire Police, rejected 
the idea that officers got pleasure 
from chases. He said: “Police are 
doing their job and enjoyment 
does not come into iL We acknowl¬ 


edge that during a car 
adrenalin is produced and there 
are occasions where officers be¬ 
come over-involved in cases." 

Nobody was available to com- 
ment on Blind pate at London 
Weekend Television, but a spokes¬ 
man fur Gladiators, also made by 
LWT. said: “Gladiators is a popi* 
lar family show which parents and 
grandparents obviously consider 
suitable for children, judging by 
the number of families who apphr 
for tickets." J 


Scare about 
wild ‘beast’ 
spreads to 
Welsh hills 

A MYSTERIOUS beast is 
stalking the countryside at¬ 
tacking sheep and worrying 
villagers in the Cambrian 
mountains, it was disclosed 
yesterday (Nick Nuttall 
writes). After the beast of 
Bodmin, the Fen tiger and the 
Surrey puma comes the beast 
— or beasties — of Bont. 

Cynog Dafis. the local MP. 
said yesterday: “There is a fair 
consenus that a puma or black 
leopard is at large and that 
there may be more than one." 

The MP, along with farm¬ 
ers' representatives and corrv 
munites around the town of 
Efontrhydfendigaid, which is 
locally known as Bont, last 
night demanded urgent action 
and funds from the Welsh 
Office to track down the 
animal. The creature, 
sightings of which cover a 20- 
mile radius around the town 
over the past 18 monrhs, was 
recently reported near the 
town's pre-primary schooL 
Mr Dafis said: “There is 
concern for livestock but now 
also concern for human safe¬ 
ty." He added that the Veteri¬ 
nary Centre in Aberystwyth 
had confirmed that some 
sheep had been killed “not by 
dogs or foxes but something of 
a feline nature". 


Hoaxers fox animal 
welfare group in 
clash over lambs 

By Nick Nuttall. environment correspondent 


PHIL MICHEU 




A SCHEME to compensate 
hill farmers for lambs killed 
by foxes has been abandoned 
after hoax calls sent animal 
welfare workers driving thou¬ 
sands of miles to bogus 
addresses. 

The League Against Cruel 
Sports, which is against fox¬ 
hunting, launched the com¬ 
pensation scheme after claims 
by some farmers that a ban on 
hunting would lead to large- 
scale losses of Iambs. The 
league offered to pick up 
carcasses and compensate 
North Wales farmers at mar¬ 
ket rates for every lamb prov¬ 
en to have been the victim of 
a fox. 

Half the calls it received 
turned out to be bogus, with a 
large number of caters giving 
their name as Williams. “It is 
obviously a common name in 
Wales, but even then it was too 
many to be a coincidence.'' 
Chris Owen, of the league’s 
Cheshire branch, said. 

He had been driving up to 
250 miles a day, often to fake 
addresses, in North Wales: the 


league's four officers were 
exhausted after covering thou¬ 
sands of miles over the past 
few days. 

Yesterday the scheme was 
abandoned, with about only 17 
lamb carcasses having been 
collected. Mr Owen added: “It 
has been disappointing. There 
has obviously been an 
organised campaign.'’ 

The league said it now 
planned to expose farmers for 
failing to care for lambs and 
sheep. It claimed that staff 
found numerous dead and 
dying lambs and sheep which 
had not been attacked by 
foxes, but neglected by farm¬ 
ers. Video footage is being 
handed to the Ministry of 
Agriculture for investigation. 

Janet Smart, also of the 
league, said there seemed to be 
a misconception among Welsh 
hill fanners that die league 
was opposed to pest control 
She said it wanted to ban fox¬ 
hunting. but not the right of 
farmers to flush out foxes 
using hounds and shoot them. 

John Bryant, at the league's 


London headquarters, said a 
useful scientific study to assess 
the damage caused by foxes 
had been damaged. “We 
offered to put our money 
where our mouth is and pay to 
see who is righL" 

However. Mr Bryant said 
the league would contact 
farmers' leaders to see if the 
compensation scheme and 
study could be tried next year. 
Farmers could have expected 
up to £40 compensation and 
the scheme had been officially 
welcomed, although many be¬ 
lieved privately that it was a 
publicity stunt. 

Lewis Griffiths, spokesman 
for the Farmers' Union of 
Wales, said that the league's 
motive had not been to com¬ 
pensate fanners but to prove 
its case that faxes were not to 
blame. He said it was regretta¬ 
ble that so many hoax calls 
had been used. “We had been 
wondering if they had the 
people ana the finance to do 
this. We do not believe they 
can handle or had appreciated 
the size of the problem." 
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Glyn Williams, of Pandy Tudur, North Wales said he lost four of his lambs to foxes 



Out-of-season 
treat with a 
nasty surprise 
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FRESH-PICKED strawber¬ 
ries on the school dinner menu 
while snow still lies on the 
ground outside the classroom 
is an inviting thought It is, 
however, just as well before 
eating the strawberries to 
know who has picked them, 
where their hands had been 
before they did the picking, 
and what the state of the fields' 
sanitation was like. 

Strawberries picked in Mex¬ 
ico were recently boughr by 
American federal authorities 
for distribution throughout 
schools in several states. By 
the time the Michigan au¬ 
thorities had traced an out¬ 
break of hepatitis A to the 
strawberries, they had long 
since been distributed to, ana 
presumably eaten by. 9,000 
schoolchildren in 18 schools in 
six states. 

Several eminent British doc¬ 
tors would have sympathy for 
those children and teachers 
who are by now proha bly 
already suffering the early 
signs and symptoms of hepati¬ 
tis A. Although the disease, 
usually caused by contamina¬ 
tion with urine and faeces, 
does not usually cause lasting 
damage, the initial symptoms 
can be distressing. The nau¬ 
sea is sometimes so bad that 
the sight of food, let alone its 
taste or smell, induces vomit¬ 
ing, coupled with headaches 
and a high temperature. 

Hepatitis A is more infec¬ 
tious before the jaundice 
shows. Once it appears, pa¬ 
tients usually start to feel 
slightly better. 

The British medical estab¬ 


lishment will feel much 
sympathy for the schoolchil¬ 
dren because many of them 
suffered similarly after a 
dinner given by the Society of 
Apothecaries. The soft-fruit 
pudding was apparendy deli¬ 
cious. but its pickers had been 
paid a piece rate. To increase 
the weight of the fruit so that 
they would receive more 
money, some of the pickers 
had urinated over it a high 
proportion of the doctors de¬ 
veloped hepatitis A. 

Children and adults can 
have protection from both 
hepatitis A and B. A special 
preparation of the hepatitis A 
injection is available For child¬ 
ren. Adults can have a 
combined inoculation. Twin- 
rix, which will give protection 
against both varieties. Twinrix 
needs three injections. A 
licence for a paediatric prepa¬ 
ration is expected within 
months. 

Slrawberies are not the only 
food that is easily contaminat¬ 
ed. A year or two ago patholo¬ 
gists who enjoyed drinking 
derided to take cultures from 
the peanuts in the bowls on the 
bar. 

They found that dirty fin¬ 
gers dipped into the nuts had 
jiberally coated the survivors 
in the bottom of the dishes 
with E. colt, a sure sign of 
faecal contamination, and that 
some of the drinkers hadn't 
washed their hands after a 
visit to the lavatory. 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 
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Children 
attack r 
policeman 

A gang of teenage burglar 
attacked a detective in Coven¬ 
try with an iron bar, concrete 
blocks and bricks. Detective 
Sergeant Stephen Frands. 43, 

•of West Midlands Police, was 
recovering yesterday after 
having stitches for head 
wounds in the worst attack of 
his 22-year police career. 

Officers had been lying In 
wait for a gang in a council 
estate on Tuesday night. 
When the youths returned, the 
officers gave chase and Mr 
Frands was attacked. Seven |j 
youths aged as young as 14 
were arrested and released ort£3 
police bail. Detectives areS] 
searching for other juveniles. || 

Vicar drowned 

The body of a vicar who 
drowned during a fishing trip 
on a lake was recovered 
yesterday. The Rev Geoffrey 
Calderbank, 38, had been with 
a friend near Tregaron, Cardi¬ 
ganshire, on Wednesday. The 
other angler swam ashore. 

Hamster cruelty 

A man convicted of biting the 
head off a hamster at a party 
has been banned from keep-; 
ing animats for ten years.! 
Owen Harkin. 25. who denied 
the charge, was also fined £150 
with £600costs by magistrates 
in Ellesmere Port. Cheshire. 

Easter illness 

More than 50 children are 
believed to have suffered food 
poisoning after sell-by dales 
on Easter eggs were covered 
with fake labels. The old eggs 
are believed to have been sold 
from market stalls in east 
London. 

Dogs found dead 

The charred and dismem¬ 
bered remains of five dogs 
were found in west Yorkshire, 
between Kippax and Fairbum 
Ings. The dogs, found by a 
kennel worker, are believed to 
have been young and healthy. 
Police are investigating. . 

Rocker arrested | 

The drummer of the American J 
rock group Fun Lovin' Crimi- fl 
nals has been arrested on |j 
suspicion of making obscene 
telephone calls in Leeds. Police - ‘ 
traced calls made to gym nasi- r 
urns to the hotel room of 
Stephen Borovini, 29. 

Organ restored 

An organ played by the pod , 
Milton and heard by Oliver | 
Cromwell has been returned 
to Tewkesbury Abbey after a 
£500,000 restoration. The 17th- 
century organ will be heard by 
Princess Margaret at a thanks¬ 
giving service on Sunday. 

£2m pint 

Guinness is spending more 
than £2 million teaching bar¬ 
tenders in Europe to pour thj^ J 

perfea pint. Its team will shov - - 

14 countries the two-part pour 
method — filling the glass 
three-quarters full, pausing 
and then topping up. 




□ Group 4 security stafT were 
not involved in an incident 
(report, April 2) in which a 
prisoner receiving hospital 
treatment in Sheffield was 
chained to custody officers. 

□ The telephone number for 
the Cosmos Venice bargain 
break (travel news, yesterday). 
is 0J6I-4S05799. 
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Wartime father, 72, owns up 


By Robin Young 

FRANK SHAW could soon be 
reunited with his wartime 
sweetheart after more than 50 
years, and the daughter he left 
when she was three months 
old. 

The former Sherwood For¬ 
ester. now living in Notting¬ 
ham, has come forward after 
his former girlfriend. Gaby, a 
Belgian, travelled to Notting¬ 
ham at Easter to search for 
him with her daughrer, 
Josette, who is now 51. Mr 
Shaw and Gaby first met in 
Brussels in the closing days of 
the war. 

Gaby and Josette refused to 
disclose their surnames. 
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Girlfriend Gaby and the 
lost lover, Frank Shaw 

because they did not want to 
upset Gaby's Belgian hus¬ 
band, who knew nothing of 
their quest. 

Mr Shaw, 72, said yester¬ 
day: “It is not something I am 
proud of I think about them 
often and J feel bad, especially 


knowing now that Gaby^ 
mother died four months after 
I left I will be making contact 
with Josette as soon as pos¬ 
sible. but I do not want to 
cause any problems with tneir 
families." . 

Mr Shaw, who was 20 at me 
time of his liaison with Gaby, 
then 18, later married Gwen, 
nearly 50 years ago. He.nafl 
been “very shocked" to re*» „■ 
newspaper reports’ or Gabys 
search for him. , 

He said: “I had told mywu e ' 
all about it It happened befort 

I met her. I had not told my 

two daughters, but when I d| a 
tell them they said not to 
worry, and that everyoneina° 
skeletons in their cupboard. 
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<Ncw B f itain ’ according to Labour; is B 1he Labour Parly Manifesto in full 
with happy families in the sort - see pullout in section 2 

I® of snap we all love to send to granny^ * Labour's Northern babes - page 14 




Sinn Fein's sinister style of 
campaigning - page 15 
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Gretna Green bride who met John Major yesterday 
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Look out, the chicken has landed 
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Who are you calling chicken? The morning confrontation entertains photographers as the rival birds have their first flap 
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The fox, the rhino, and the bears get into the act surprisingly, some were complaining that politics was becoming trivial 




Artificial flavours and 
nothing to bite into 


A lesson in who 
not to blame 


i.Uf 


W bat plans ha ve To¬ 
ries made for the 
possibility that on 
the eve of poll, the strug¬ 
gling young actor inside this 

chicken sells to the Daily 
Mirror for £5,000 his ac- 
V count of the bird's travels? 
Stalking Tony Blair, be 
may come to admire him- 
Pollmg day brings head¬ 
lines in every tabloid: “Free- 
; range chicken votes 
$jj - Labour". Never mind. If the 
>• rumours of a Labour U-turn 
ton hunting prove true, the 
:• fox may dried to the liberal 
- Democrats. 

- Two bears arrived outside 
the hafi where Tony Blair 
was to unveil bis manifesto 
carrying placards. Inside it 
was also fancy dress. John 

' Prescott was dressed up as 
•' fiie- deputy leader of the 
>.£/■ labour Party. "Traditional 
values in a modem setting, 

F declared Tony Blair, (quot- 
rt! ing Mr Prescott). 

1L I looked at his deputy. My 
* view of Prescott was parity 
blocked by a bowl of roses 
- ■ on the .table. His h ead, i n a 
frozen, old labour gri mace, 
seemed to be emerging from 
-'flie-petals. Traditional val¬ 
ues in a modem setting. 

Hanging from the walls 
behind him were five enor¬ 
mous, blank banners in five 
colours. This was to intro¬ 
duce us to them. They were 
• fte synthetic shades of those 
Instant Whip puddings 
■ • 2 * people buy for easy-to-make 
desserts: artificial flavours 
and nothing to get your terih 
’ : rata 

....These colours are to be 
used for Labour posters 
/across Britain. Instead of 
dunging the message on 


the posters. Labour’s whiz- 
kids (who have taken advice 
from the advertising indus¬ 
try) will change the colours, 
frequently. Apparently this 
will give people the impres¬ 
sion of change and move¬ 
ment, and gain our 
attention. 

Reactionaries may feel 
that if the posters had some¬ 
thing to say. that might also 
gain attention. But changing 
the colours involves less 
mental effort . 

_ ■ ■ • _ a. a _ m****- 


ment that he would share 
with Britain his hopes, bur 
could not offer a timetable 
because that would be dis¬ 
honest Under the bannerof 
“honesty in politics" the 
Labour leader is thus able to 
make a virtue of paucity. 
Having flogged the words 
“promise”, W 
"pledge" to death in his 
Party Conference speech last 
October. Mr Blair has now 
come up wlh “bond" and 


“trust" as new variations on 
the theme. 

His speech pur me in 
mind of Senator William 
McAdoo’s assessment of 
Warren Harding. The Presi¬ 
dent's speeches, said Mc- 
Adoo. left the impression of 
an army of phrases moving 
over the landscape in search 
of an idea. 

“Sometimes these mean¬ 
dering words would actually 
capture a straggling thought 
and bear it triumphantly, a 
prisoner in their midst, until 
ft died of servitude and 
overwork," McAdoo said. 

After the speech, he an¬ 
swered questions, pretend¬ 
ing to choose from a sea of 

hands. “Adam Boulton. 

from Sky," he said, looking 
desperately around the audi¬ 
torium for him. The penny 
dropped, 

' The Labour Leader has 
perfected his all-purpose an¬ 
swer to the question: Why 
has he changed Labour’s 
policies? 

“There’s no going back to 
the past,” he declares, as 
though beliefs change like 
the weather, beyond human 
control. To be in favour of 
capitalism in 1997 is as 
natural as to wear a light¬ 
weight suit in summer a 
response to the 
environment. 

Why is he a capitalist? 
Because this is 1997. Why 
was he a socialist in 1983? 
Because that was 1983, silly! 

My hunch might be 
wrong: but as 1 watched 
Tony Blair fielding inqui¬ 
ries." I saw, quivering be¬ 
neath the surface 
confidence, intellectual 
panic. 


Peter Barnard 
delves beneath the 
mutual politeness of 
James Naughtie's 
Today interview 
with Tony Blair 





THE past two mornings 
have offered an opportunity 
to compare and contrast the 
styles of two men as they 
bid for our attention, and 
even our affection, amid a 
cacophony of lesser voices. 

They may come from 
different backgrounds, but 
in middle age they find 
themselves on the same 
stage under the same 
spotlight 

So how are we to choose 
between John Humphry s' 
and James Naughrie? 

The difference between 
them is more a matter of 
style than content, almost as 
if they were politicians. 
Humphiys is Welsh and 
Naughtie is a Scot, there¬ 
fore neither can be said to 
have an innate affinity with 
the Middle England vote 
that each solicits daily on 
Radio 4 - s Today. 

Humphrys is a bare¬ 
knuckle interviewer, prone 
to interruptions of “Hang 
on a minute!" Naughtie is a 
gentler soul, as befits his 
other role as a music pre¬ 
senter. Humphrys is a 
Souza march to Naughtie’s 
Chopin nocturne. Therefore 
Conservative Central Office 
would prefer to have 
Humphrys let loose on 
Tony Blair while Naughrie 
tackled John Major. 

The reverse, of course, 


has happened. On Wednes¬ 
day, Humphrys confronted 
Major and yesterday 
Naughtie interviewed Blair 
at Labour'S campaign head¬ 
quarters. Naughtie may be 
politer than Humphrys but 
he is no less tenacious. 

Naughtie began yester¬ 
day by asking Blair about 
that great non-event, file 
television debate. Every in¬ 
formed elector and his dog 
knows that a party which is 
20 points ahead in the polls 
would be mad to risk all 
that with one slip on nat¬ 
ional television. Yet Blair 
could tell Naughtie that the 
Tories “changed their nego¬ 
tiating position", that they 
are "engaging in play¬ 
ground insults". 

And, as he showed yester¬ 
day. there is one key lesson 
he can teach Major even if 
you think the media is to 
blame, never blame the 
media. On Wednesday Ma¬ 
jor had railed at Humphiys 
for “hijacking" the inter 
view to talk about sleaze. 

On a couple of occasions 
yesterday Blair made it 
clear that when scare stories 
about Labour appeared, it 
was because the Tories had 
called a press conference or 
leaked something to report¬ 
ers. Anri-Labour stories 
were all got up, not by the 
madia, but by the Tories. 


The election turned into a real 
pantomime yesterday when a succession 
of party supporters and protesters tried 
to make their points dressed in animal 
suits. The idea was not a complete 
success for anyone along the campaign 
trail. Ben MacIntyre witnessed events 



SERIOUS politics got the bird yesterday 
as two chickens fought over party 
honours. Along the way. a pair of bears, a 
fox and a rhinoceros also joined the 
growing circus on the campaign trail. It 
was that sort of a day. 

First there was "ihe 6ft pantomime 
chicken created by the Tories to follow 
Tony Blair and poinr up their claim that 
he had “chickened out" of a TV' debate. It 
was then faced with a headless rival 
intended to demonstrate Conservative 
election panic. 

In a bizarre scene at 830am, the 
headless pro-Labour chicken (later identi¬ 
fied as Daily Mirror reporter David 
Pilditch. son of the disc-jockey “Diddy" 
David Hamilton) arrived at Tory Central 
Office intending to upstage the Tory bird 
as it was officially released far the first 
time. 

Alex Aiken, the Conservatives' chief 
press officer, objected to the presence of 
the Opposition bird, and a brief scuffle 
ensued. The Tory chicken (containing the 
musician Noel Flanagan) faced its decapi¬ 
tated competitor and the two performed a 
strange slow cockfight on Abbingdon 
Green, opposite Parliament, to shouts of 
“peck 1m" from the assembled 
photographers. 

Two 6ft bears, whose symbolism still 
remains obscure, had meanwhile ap¬ 
peared in front of the Institute of Civil 
Engineers, where Labour was launching 
its manifesto. They claimed to be from the 
Bear Alliance and were protesting that the 
election was turning into a circus. 

When asked where they had cone 
from, they would rally say cryptically: 
The woods." 

Mr Blair then had to face a rhinoceros, 
possibly the most bizarre addition to the 
day’s menagerie. It was standing outside 
the Baysnvater shopping centre, where the 
Labour leader had gone to distribute 
copies of the manifesto. The rhino 
appeared to be suffering from a rare 
dermatological condition, and was thus 
rather gloom)'. 

Initially taciturn, after close question¬ 
ing. the pachyderm with a strong South 
African accent also revealed itself to be an 
ironic comment on the trivialisation of 
politics. 

“My complaint is about the level of 
political debate, which is becoming ludi¬ 
crously cheapened by a lot of people 
dressing up as animals." it said, before 
wandering off mournfully down 
Queensway, presumably in search of a 


spin-doctor or, perhaps more urgently, a 
skin doctor. 

By nawthe political procession had 
been joined by a fox — another contribu¬ 
tion affiliated to the Daily Mirror -— and 
set off in pursuit of the Tory chicken, 
which was in turn flying to Scotland to 
intercept Mr Blair on the next stage of his 
campaign. 

As the Labour campaign flew to 
Edinburgh, Alastair Campbell, Mr 
Blair's press secretary, said: “We like the 
chicken. Ir is only a matter of time before 
it gets on the bus. We think the chicken is 
a potential leader of the Conservative 
Pany." 

On arrival in Scotland the Labour team 
headed straight to Stirling, constituency 
of Conservative Michael Forsyth, whose 
majority of just 236 votes makes him one 
of the country's most seriously endan¬ 
gered species. Early reports indicated that 
the chicken had landed, and was spotted 
outside a Stirling school holding; up a 
placard demanding that Mr Blair “an¬ 
swer the west Lothian question" and 
revealing a political accuity rare for his 
breed. 

The pro-Labour fox and the Tory 
chicken met up again as Tony Blair did a 
walkabout in the Stirling shopping pre¬ 
cinct. The two creatures briefly tussled in 
front of Marks & Spencers before they 
were bundled away by visibly unamused 
Labour Party officials and Special Branch 
officers. 

By the end of the day, the Tory chicken 
would suffer the traditional fate of such 
creatures, when its costume head was 
twisted off by a Stirling teenager, who ran 
away with it The thief was pursued by 
Stirling police, cautioned for breach of the 
peace and made to return the trophy. 

Mr Campbell said that Mr and Mrs 
Blair had invited the Tory chicken to 
dinner in Glasgow tonight, but that his 
Tory managers had refused, saying he 
would be roosting overnight back in 
London. “The chicken chickened out" 
said Mr Campbell, proving that even in 
the barnyard the spin continues. 

The carnival of the animals has added 
some peculiar but welcome colour to the 
campaign. But sadly the life expectancy of 
file various beasts is shorLTbe moment 
the squawking, flapping or grunting 
multitude shows signs of turning into 
thundering boars, they will be sent 
summarily, to the slaughterhouse. 

Additional reporting by Stephen Farrell 


INTEL’S MOST 
ADVANCED CHIP 
DESERVES AN 
ADVANCED LOOK 
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Major’s union blues colour newlyweds’ big day 
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The real thing: the Rigneys came to Gretna for a quiet 
wedding, but found a media army following Mr Major 


Tory speaks of 
‘dirty vendetta’ 
against Hirst 

SMtoriesin Scotland ~ 


i A'4$vT*«‘V>e?w»i 







: %» s 

'iV 




^ : 3t23 


~ 






• IrV.wt.-'' 

THE depth of the division 

• among Scottish Tories was 
revealed yesterday when party 
members described how 
anonymous documents were 
used in a dirty tricks cam¬ 
paign * against, the former 
chairman. Talking openly for 
the first time about the 

- infighting that forced Sir 
Midiael Hirst to resign, 
Richard Cook, 25,a former 
member of the Tory executive 
committee in the constituency 
of Eastwood in Strathclyde, 
; said documents had started 
. arriving anonymously at his 
home as soon as Sir Michael 
expressed an interest in be- 
v cmping; the Tory. candidate 
' there. '■■■*“ 

“The source of. many, of 
these things I don't think will 
ever be known. They arrived 
in mysterious circumstances," 
‘ he said. 

Sir Michael had hoped to 
stand for the Tories in 
Eastwood after the resigna- 
1 tiori of the outgoingToiy MP, 
Allan Stewart Sir Michael 
resigned last Saturday admit¬ 
ting “past indiscretions". He is 
^alleged ro have told senior 
Tories of a homosexual affair 
with his fanner personal as¬ 


sistant. Mr Cook said he had 
received telephone calls mak¬ 
ing clear that some people 
were out to get Sir Michael. 
"They were phoning up and 
being openly hostile, saying 
this would not benefit" the 
party long-term. 

“A number of people obvi¬ 
ously have various reasons, 
reasons sometimes that they 
weren't prepared to divulge, 
where you can only presume 
iris a personal and very bitter 
matter, and other people who 
openly said that Sir Michael 
had never done them any 
favours." he sajd. 

Speaking an Radio 4* The 
World at One, Mr Cook said 
the vendetta was personal, 
and that he was not aware of 
political opposition to Sir 
Midtael from any section of 
the party. 

Another member of the 
Eastwood executive, an 
Hutchison, said Sir Michael’s 
enemies had been prepared to 
sacrifice party interest to get 
him out He said they seized 
the general election as their 
first opportunity since Sir 
Michael's appointment as 
Tory chairman in Scotland to 
do him "serious damage". 
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TWO marriages were cele¬ 
brated yesterday at the Old 
Blacksmith's of Gretna 
Green, "world famous" ref¬ 
uge of elopers down the 
centuries, Michael and 
Majeila Rigney came from 
Londonderry in Northern Ire¬ 
land for a quiet registrar's 
nuptial and blessing in the 
legendary Scottish smithy. At 
the same moment. John Ma¬ 
jor came with full media army 
in tow to celebrate the union 
of the crowns and take a 
symbol-laden swipe at Tony 
Blair’s alleged plans to dis¬ 
mantle it 

“We came over here for 
some quiet and privacy, but it 
has all been taken over by this 
crowd. It’s spoiled things a 
bit," said Mr Rigney as cam¬ 
eramen skirmished for the 
day’s tartan photo-opportuni¬ 
ty. The tarnished idyll of the 
new Mr and Mrs Rigney was 
a small price ro pay for Mr 
Major as he dipped his toe a 
few yards across the border 
into Scotland's electoral fray, 
in a Brigadoon-style setting 
complete with piper, kilts and 
souvenir shop. 

“f’m here ro symbolise a 
marriage that has lasted 290 
years and 1 hope will be good 
for another 290 and beyond. A 
marriage that suits both part¬ 
ners well." the Prime Minister 
said. To make dear that he 


Mr Major chose Gretna to 
hammer home his stance on 
Anglo-Scottish union. 
Charles Bremner found a 
shaky wedjock with voters 


was not merely talking about 
family values or his party’s 
shaky wedlock with the vot¬ 
ers. he posed in a near gale 
with Michael Forsyth, the 
Scottish Secretary of State, 
clutching a Union Flag with 
the Scottish banner. 

Alongside stood the survi¬ 
vors of that other battered 
union, the Scottish Conserva¬ 
tive Party. This was embodied 
in the formidable shape nf 
Annabel Gold’ 0 , who mux 
over the chair after the resig¬ 
nation of Sir Michael Hirst 
over an alleged past dalliance 
with a man. Dumfries, the 
Gretna constituency, is one of 
the handful of Scottish Tory 
seats which the party hopes to 
hold, but morale was audibly 
low. "We've sunk so low we 
can only go up," Douglas 
Younger, candidate for Rox¬ 
burgh and Berwickshire con¬ 
fided to a colleague. 

The Sassenach demeanour 
and prime ministerial pin¬ 
stripe clashed only a little 
with the local scenery when 


Mr Major posed beside Willie 
Marshall, the Gretna piper. 
Resplendent in full regalia, 
Mr Marshall, a Gretna fix¬ 
ture for 44 years, droned 
swiftly into Scotland the 
Brave as Mr Major ap¬ 
proached for the picture. No 
admirer of Mr Major, the 
piper said he would have 
preferred to have serenaded 
him with a rendition of Over 
rh* Hills and Far Away. 

Robert the Bruce may have 
been bom only a few miles 
north, but there were no 
modem Bravehearts to spoil 
the soundbites as Mr Major 
laid into Labour's devolution 
plans. They were the product 
of fashionable pseudo-Scot¬ 
tish minds “down in London". 
Passing over past difficulties 
of Jacobite and other origin, 
the Prime Minister said there 
had never in all those 290 
years been an election that 
mattered so much to the 
people of Scotland. Labour's 
plans fur a Scottish Parlia¬ 
ment would not only unravel 


the kingdom, but would im¬ 
pose a 15 per cent tax rise. 

Dumfries was ideal for 
tweaking this raw nerve 
because much of its popula¬ 
tion works in Carlisle and is 
not happy at the prospect of a 
Scottish surtax if Dumfries 
becomes a zone frontaliere, 
like an off-licence in a Chan¬ 
nel port. 

"They*!! be putting up a 
frontier post and asking far 
passports next." a local said. 

True Scottish interests, the 
Prime Minister insisted, lay 
with the Tories. “1 passionate¬ 
ly care about making sure 
that this union survives," he 
said, making the day’s pun on 
Labour's "contract” being a 
"con trick”. That wheeze, in 
which the Labour leader cir¬ 
culated his manifesto in the 
form of a personal manu¬ 
script. was a tribute to Mr 
Blair's Scottish education at 
Fettes College in Edinburgh. 

"It'S a pity that he didnl 
learn to do joinednip thinking 
after the joined-up writing." 

Across the frontier in Car¬ 
lisle. Mr Major gave a pugna¬ 
cious show for more than 
1.000 people from the extend¬ 
ing platform of his battle bus, 
successor to his soap box. 
There was only one slip-up — 
the name of the shop where 
the bus drew up — The Old 
Town HaJl Fudge Shop. 
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A forgery Mr Major brought Norma to Gretna, but 
the union he espoused was England with Scotland 
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Building new Jerusalem wipes smile off Blair’s face 


ON THE cover of the Con¬ 
servative manifesto there is a 
snapshot of John Major 
wearing a soft, pink and 
white striped shirt, and pol¬ 
ka-dot dark-blue tie, and 
smiling as if Surrey, his 
favourite cricket team, had 
just beaten Lancashire by an 
innings at the Oval He is 
still smiting, hair slightly 
ruffled, as hie introduces the 
manifesto on the first inside 

page- 

Tony Blair has chosen a 
very different image — fay 
Lord Snowdon — for the 
cover of the Labour manifes¬ 
to. Instead of a snapshot, 
Blair's face, onretouched 
and half-hidden in shadow, 
is the cover. He wears an 
open-necked bine denim 
shirt 

Blair is presented as the 
brooding man of destiny, his 
look stem and determined, 
the famous toothy smile well 
hidden. Where Major's eyes 
look straight at you, Blair’s 
are somewhere over your 
shoulder and peering to¬ 
wards a new Jerusalem 
where "Britain deserves bet¬ 
ter” — as they still are, with 
just a bint of a smile, as he 
introduces the manifesto on 
the first inside page. 

Labour Party staff have 



Brian MacArthur sees Labour play its leader as the strongest card in a serious party game 


been working on the mani¬ 
festo for almost a year — it 
grew from the New Labour, 
New Life for Britain mani¬ 
festo submitted to the party 
and voted through by mem¬ 
bers last year — and their 
decision has dearly been to 
promote Blair — "the Lead¬ 


er" — as Labour's main 
attraction. There are two 
photographs of Major in the 
Tory manifesto; Labour has 
ten of Blair. 

They have been carefully 
chosen. He is seen with three 
world statesmen — Nelson 
Mandela (where we do see 


the famous smile). President 
Clinton and President 
Chirac There are three mft 
smilin g chil dren Unlike the 
Tory manifesto, where Ma¬ 
jor was the onty politician 
featured, a member of the 
Shadow Cabinet, John Pres¬ 
cott. is given the Page Three 


slot The new Britain, ac¬ 
cording to new Labour, is a 
Britain of happy families 
who cherish their children, 
and who are shown in 25 
photographs, some featured 
twice. 

They are die sort of snaps 
that we love to send to 


granny, who gets one look-in 
with grandpa, studying the 
family album. The families 
shop at the supermarket, 
travel by train, enjoy seaside 
carousels, play in the parks 
and marry in white in 
church. 

At school, where there is a 


sprinkling of blade faces, die 
pupils wear uniform (with 
red pullovers), hot surpris¬ 
ingly. do not play soccer the 
biggest sporting picture is of 
a boy playing rugby — 
though we do also get Blair 
(twice) with Alex Ferguson, 
manager of every right¬ 


thinking schoolboy's favour¬ 
ite football team, Manchest¬ 
er United. 

Over the past two months, 
many hands contributed to 
drafting the final version of 
the manifesto, indndiug 
Peter Manddson, the cam¬ 
paign manager, Alastair 
Campbell Blair’s press sec¬ 
retary, Jonathan Powell, his 
chief of staff and David M3- 
tihand and Matthew Taylor 
of Blair's policy team. 

There was design input 
from the pub lishin g manag¬ 
er Jocelyn Hillman. He 
briefed the design consultan¬ 
cy Giant, whose clients 
indude the Design Council 
and VanxhaU, for the final 
product. Blair was revising 
the draft in his own hand 
until last weekend. 

The Tory manifesto's 56 
pages cost £2. Labour offers 
40 pages for £1.99, with 
much more solid text and 
none of the graphics or 
computer-assisted montages. 

Labour also offers braille 
and cassette versions (0171 
277 3410) and mentions 
its website (address; http 
://www.lobourwin97.org.uk^. 
The Tories have similar faefl- 
ides, not listed in their mani¬ 
festo (address; www.conserv 
atiw-party.org.uKf 
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Lofty aims, 
but where 
will cash 
come from? 


L abour has discovered 
how not to lose elections. 
But itdoes not yet have a 
convincing strategy for office. 
Yesterday's manifesto, 
launched with a bravura per¬ 
formance by Tony Blair, is a 
mirror image of the Conserva¬ 
tive one in its strengths, and 
weaknesses. 

The Labour manifesto is 
stronger on campaigning than 
governing, whereas the Tory 
one is more of a management 
plan than an election strategy. 

Labour has certainly moved 
a long way since the 1980s. Mr 
Blair's advisers helpfully pro¬ 
vided a briefing paper com¬ 
paring the current manifesto 
with previous ones. 

In the 1983 manifesto, fam¬ 
ously dubbed the longest sui¬ 
cide note in history, the party 
admitted that its “proposals 
add up to a considerable 
increase in public spending"; 
said that the heart of Its 
programme was a “new part¬ 
nership with the trade 
unions"; and promised to “re¬ 
peal the divisive Tory employ¬ 
ment laws", withdraw from 
the European Community, re¬ 
introduce exchange controls, 
introduce discretionary price 
rontrols, establish a national 
investment bank and cancel 
Trident These pledges were 
gradually abandoned or wa¬ 
tered down the 1987 and 1992 
manifestos and the transfor¬ 
mation was completed yester¬ 
day. Mr Blair was candid 
about past Labour mistakes 
(such as its failure to tackle the 
trade unions in the late 1960s) 
and argued that the creation of 
“new" Labour was “some ear¬ 
nest of the trust l want the 
country to place in me and my 
team" 

Mr Blair left no doubt of his 
aspirations — education as 
number one priority; not rais¬ 
ing the basic or top rate of 
income tax; welfare state re¬ 
form; ending a two-rier health 
service; restoring faith in Brit¬ 
ain’s political system. We do 
not, he said, "want merely to 
replace Government minis¬ 
ters. We want to change the 
values and priorities of Gov¬ 
ernment". The problem is not 
ends, or even wilL It is means. 
Labour’s figures do not add 
up. Gordon Brown deserves 
credit for shedding Labour's 
old tax-and-spending image 
and he has ruled out most, 
though not ail. uncosted 
pledges. But the manifesto is 
foil of grand-sounding aspira¬ 
tions about improving educa¬ 
tion and health whidi cannot 
be reconciled with Labour's 
fiscal austerity. 

It fa not good enough for 
Labour to say it is just trying to 
make a start. Its specific 
pledges on class sizes and 
National Health Service wait¬ 
ing (ins are so gimmicky and 
marginal as to be misleading 
about the amounts of money 
involved. Labour's promise to 
stick to die announced spend¬ 
ing ceilings for departments 
for the new two years is 
sensible as a way of lowering 
expectations and disciplining 
incoming Labour ministers, 
especially as they did not come 
up with savings in opposition. 
However, existing Tory plans 
rely on proposals for privatisa¬ 
tion, reform of die social 
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security system and the like — 
measures which Labour has 
opposed. Existing sales mean 
that the required proceeds are 
already sure for the coming 
year, but there is a £13 billion 
gap for the following year. 

Admittedly, the Tories have 
not said where the money will 
come from, though they at 
least have a track record of 
meeting this target 
Mr Blair failed to answer 
the point when I put it to him 
at yesterday's launch news 
conference. No wonder Mr 
Brawn is keen not to rule out 
possible privatisations, such 
as that of the national air 
traffic control system, and I’ll 
ber that the Tote will be back 
on the agenda. Mr Blair is 
right that the proposed mea¬ 
sures to reduce unemployment 
should help, but it would be 
unwise to count on this money 
in the short term. 

M oreover, savings from 
reducing unemploy¬ 
ment should go to cutting 
public borrowing. There are . 
always loose ends in any iJT. 
manifesto: in Labour’s also 
over the accounting of die 
release of local authority capi¬ 
tal receipts for building that 
will add to borrowing, while 
the Tories have some ragged 
edges in their proposals for 
transferring income tax allow¬ 
ances .The amounts may be 
relatively small, but they are 
indicative of tensions and 
pressures of public spending 
and borrowing that will face 
any new government. 

A Blair government could 
make a difference, not just 
over constitutional reform but 
also in its economic and social 
priorities. But Labour's cur¬ 
rent minimalism risks produc- - 4 
mg such small changes as to fa,- 
disappoint the hopes created 
by its “Britain deserves better" 
slogan. At present, the dilem¬ 
mas of government come sec¬ 
ond to the priorities of 
campaigning. 
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Blair threatens a 
tough response 
to union trouble 

Reports by Philip Webster and Jill Sherman 

TONY BLAIR made plain 
yesterday that he would have 
no truck with the leaders of 
striking unions who believed 
they could “get tough " with a 
government led by him, 

“They will face an absolute 
implacable toughness if there 
is any talk of that sort at aJj," 
he told BBC Radio 4*5 Today 
programme yesterday morn¬ 
ing. “1 didn’t spend three years 
turning the Labour Party into 
a modem party that is true to 
the principles of progress and 
justice to go backwards. 

"We are not going back to 
those days. We paid a heavy- 
price for it in the past. We are 
not paying that price again." 
he said. 

Mr Blair's words, shortly 
before the publication of the 
Labour manifesto, were in¬ 
tended to blunt the renewed 
Tory offensive over the unions. 

At the press conference at 
which the manifesto was 
launched, he said that his 
earlier statement had not been 
made out of machismo. "1 say 
it to make dear to people that 
anybody who believes the next 
Labour govemmenr will re¬ 
turn to the past is wrong." 

The Labour leader . has 
pledged to retain the basic 
elements ofTory legislation on 
union ballots, picketing and 
industrial action. However, 
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the Conservative?: have at¬ 
tacked Mr Blair's promise to 
give unions the right to recog¬ 
nition. should a majority of the 
"relevant workforce" in a 
workplace vote in a hallot to be 
represented by a union, and it 
became clear last week that 
Labour had left a Jot of 
thinking to be done an the 
practicalities. 

The commitment on recog- 


The Labour Party 
manifesto appears 
ui full today in Section 2 
The Liberal Democrat 
manifesto will appear 
on Monday. 


nition duly appeared in the 
manifesto yesterday, setting 
off another Tory assault led by 
Michael Heselrine. Labour's 
promise was short on detail, 
saying only that the arrange¬ 
ment would promote "stable 
and orderly industrial rela¬ 
tions" and that there would be 
full consultation on “the most 
effective means of implement¬ 
ing the proposal". 

Labour has still not an¬ 
swered what the phrase ■‘rele¬ 


vant workforce” means. Party 
sources have said both that 
different units of the 
workforce could be balloted 
separately and that in some 
cases an employer would want 
different plants to take part in 
a single all-embracing ballot. 

Disagreements would go to 
the Advisory Conciladon and 
Arbitration Service and then 
to the Central Arbritralion 
Committee, which is in future 
to be headed by a judge. 
However, Mr Blair has been 
careful to emphasise that the 
measures are not an absolute 
priority. They may not appear 
in the first Queen's Speech. 

Labour has also pledged to 
introduce trade union recogni¬ 
tion at CiCHQ. the govern¬ 
ment communications centre 
a( Cheltenham. 

□ Political parries would have 
to declare ail donations over 
Lx 000 and foreign funding of 
parties would be banned, 
under a Labour government, 
the party pledged yesterday 
(Valerie Elliott writes). 

A Labour government 
would also ask the Nolan 
Committee on Standards in 
Public Life in consider how to 
regulate funding of political 
parties. New powers would be 
given to the Audit Commis¬ 
sion to ensure high standards 
in local government. 



Bill Morris, John Edmonds. Roger Lyons, Rodney Bickerstaffe, and Lew Adams, they are said to be smoothing Labour’s campaign 


Union leaders deny paper’s 
conspiracy of silence claim 


UNION leaders yesterday dismissed 
accusations that they had struck a secret 
pad of silence to smooth Labour's 
election campaign. But they also refused 
to respond to Tony Blair's latest attack 
on the onion movement in which he 
promised “implacable toughness" hi the 
face of unrest. 

The leaders of live of the biggest 
onions, representing JJ million people, 
had been accused of shunning major 
public appearances, statements and 
speeches to avoid any dashes with 
Labour that would give the Conserva¬ 
tives a political advantage. 

John Ediuonds, bead of the GMB 


general onion, which represents work¬ 
ers in industries from aerospace to the 
NHS, said: ‘‘It Is ridiculous to suggest 

there Is a conspiracy- This ejection is 
about politics, not union leaders. We will 
be doing oor best to bdp Labour.” 

Lew Adams, who led last year’s 
dispute on London's Underground as 
head tit Uw rail anion Aslef, said: “It is 
complete nonsense that there is a secret 


deal. Unions will take a view on wfaat 
suits their objectives." Mr Adams would 
not comment on Mr Blair’s attack. 

Bill Morris, leader of The Transport 
and General Workers* Union, said (haL 
far from keeping silent, be would be 
making speeches os normal around the 
country, and challenged the Daily Mail, 
which bad published the allegations, to 
let him tell its readers why they should 


vote Labour. Mr Morris would not 
respond to Mr Blair's warning. 

Roger Lyons, head of the Manufac¬ 
turing Science and Finance Union, was 
on holiday yesterday. But a spokesman 
said that (he idea he would stay mute for 
a month was “laughable”. On the 
hardening of Labour's attitude, be said: 
“Confrontations are less likely to hap¬ 
pen now. There is for less national pay- 
bargaining and the culture is different to 
Ihat of the 1970s.” 

Rodney Bickerstaffe. head of Unison, 
Britain's biggest union representing 
1-3 million people, declined to comment 
on the allegations. 


Child benefit for the over-16s to be reviewed 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


THE manifesto does not include a 
pledge to scrap child benefit for lb to 18- 
year-olds. despite enthusiastic backing 
for the policy by Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown Iasi year. 

The proposal, one of the most radical 
dreamt up by the Labour leadership, 
was dubbed the “teenage tax" by the 
Tories when it was proposed last 
April. But the manifesto instead fudges 
the issue by stating that a Labour 
government would review finance and 
maintenance for children aged over lb 


to encourage more children to stay on 
ai school. 

Mr Brown set up a working party six 
months ago to look into how the 
savings from child benefit for this age 
group — potentially £600 million — 
could be channelled into educational 
allovvances for poorer groups. But the 
working party has fatted to come up 
with any cost effective, or electorally 


palatable solutions. Aides to Gordon 
Brown yesterday insisted that the 
scheme would be revived under a 
Labour government as part of a review 
of post-lb education. Bur it is clear that 
despite the Shadow Chancellor’s det¬ 
ermination to keep the plan alive. Mr 
Blair was worried about going into the 
election with an unpopular policy that 
would have hit Middle England voters. 


The manifesto instead pledges that the 
party will retain child benefit from 
birth to Jo. uprated at least in line with 
inflation. 

Another area where Labour is 
unclear on policy is over the future of 
the basic state pension. The party’s 
existing policy is to retain the state 
pension, uprated with inflation, but 
backed by a second stakeholder pen¬ 
sion. The manifesto repeats this policy 
hut then argues that the whole issue 
would be reviewed in government. 
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Brown admits he 
may need to sell 
air traffic system 
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GORDON BROWN said yes¬ 
terday that Labour would 
consider privatising the Nat¬ 
ional Air Traffic System after 
he was forced to concede that 
there was a El h billion hole in 
his spending plans.. 

The admission came after 
Tony Blair was asked what 
Labour would do about the 
privatisation money which the 
Tories had planned to raise in 
the next two years. He claimed 
. that die money would, come 
through from privatisations 
which were already under 
way. But later Mr Brown, the 
Shadow Chancellor, admitted 
that this did not apply to the 
second year, 1998-99. 

Asked on BBC Radio 4‘s The 
World at One whether there 
would be a £lfz billion gap in 
1998-99 if Labour did not raise 
more money through its own 
privatisations. Mr Brown 
said: “Yes. but the Conserva¬ 
tives have not told us where 
the gap is to be filled." 

Asked whether he would 
privatise the air traffic system, 
which was expected to raise 
Eh billion, Mr Brown said: 
“Well, we have said we will 
look at this.” He added that 
that privatisation on its own 
would not raise Elh billion. 
But asked again whether die 
air traffic system would have 
to be sold to fill the gap, he 
said: “Of course, I haven’t 
ruled that our. and you have 
got to make a judgment as to 
whether the revenues you lose 


are outweighed by die capital 
returns that you get" 

The • Tories exploited 
Labour’s admission, claiming 
that the party had a £12 billion 
black hole. This includes 
£60 million from changes to 
single parent benefit, which 
Labour has previously said it 
would repeal. 

Michael Heseltine. the Dep¬ 
uty Prime Minister, accused 
Mr Blair of bowing to the 
union's tax and spend agenda. 
“Mr Brown threatens hefty tax 
rises in an emergency budget 
within weeks. Why does he 
need them? Mr Blair wants to 
keep our plans but not follow 
our policies." said Mr 
Heseltine.“He knows the 
unions and the Left will stop 
him bringing in privatisation 
receipts or reforming social 
security." 

Labour aides later said Mr 
Brown would consider any 
privatisations, provided they 
were "safe". They said that the 
Tories had to be much clearer 
about their privatisation re¬ 
ceipts before Labour would 
deride whether to accept them. 

The only privatisations 
which Labour has set its face 
against are London Under¬ 
ground and Channel 4. but 
yesterday Mr Brown'S aides 
seemed prepared to consider 
any sell-offs. They also conced¬ 
ed that they would keep to 
Tory plans to raise £480 mil¬ 
lion through private finance in 
the National Health Service. 
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Finalists of the Veuve Clicquot Business Woman of the Year Award, announced yesterday, indude Bridget Blow, of IT net left Andrea Wonfor, Granada 
Productions; Virginia Lopaico, Pasta Reale; and Sue Lyons, Rolls-Royce Military Aero Engines. The fifth finalist is Nicola Foulston. of Brands Hatch Leisure 


BAe and Lockheed join 
forces for $5bn contract 



BRITISH AEROSPACE and 
Lockheed Martin -of the US 
yesterday joined forces to 
compete for an estimated $5 
billion contract for battlefield 
reconnaissance vehicles, 
described as the modem 
equivalent of the Cavalry's 
Indian scout 

Al ^h e con * racI a rare exam- 

" p]e of large-scale collaboration 
between rhe US and British 
defence departments. They de¬ 
cided to pool the contract last 
year and are expected to order 
about 1,600 vehicles — 1,200 
for rhe US Army and the rest 
for the British Army. The cost 
of each vehicle comes to more 
than $3 million. 

GKN, the engineering com¬ 
pany. and GEC-Marooni said 
that they had formed a rival 
partnership to compete for the 


contract. GKN built 789 War¬ 
rior infantry-fighting vehicles 
for the British Army. 

It is unlikely that other 
bidders will emerge because 
no other British company is 
thought to be capable of 
supplying the technology and 
integration systems for the 
highly complex machines. 

The vehicles officially go 
under The name Tracer/FSCS, 
short for tactical reconnais¬ 
sance armoured combat 
equipment require¬ 

ment/future scout cavalry sys¬ 
tem. In Britain, they would 
replace the Army's ageing 
Scorpion and Scimitar vehi¬ 
cles, neither of which proved 
efficient machines in the Gulf 
and Bosnian conflicts. 

A spokesman for Lockheed 
Martin, America's largest de- 


Bv Eric Reguly 

fence company, said that Trac¬ 
er would be designed to enter 
the battle theatre ahead of the 
main battle groups and gather 
intelligence through digital 
electronic “sniffing, seeing 
and hearing" systems. 

The armoured vehicles, he 
said, would be fast fairly 
small and capable of defend¬ 
ing themselves wnh tight 
guns. “Stealth" technology 
such as radar-absorbent mare- 
rial and heat shields would be 
used to make them hard to 
detect by radar and infra-red 
sensors. 

BAe would contribute the 
systems integration expertise 
and some electronics while 
Lockheed Martin would sup¬ 
ply the bulk of the sensors. 
Vickers, of rhe LIK, and Ameri¬ 
ca’s Genera) Dynamics Land 


Systems, both tank builders, 
have joined the team. 

BAe said that the Joint 
Requirements Operations 
Committee of the US and 
British armies was scheduled 
to meet soon to hammer out 
Tracer's technical require¬ 
ments. An invitation to render 
is expected in rhe autumn, 
with the production contract 
being awarded in three or four 
years. 

Ian Stopps, president of 
Lockheed Martin’s Western 
European division, said: "The 
programme is the new model 
for allied government and 
industry co-operation." 

The BAe-Lockheed Martin 
joint venture is thought to be 
the largest transatlantic mili¬ 
tary partnership since BAe 
and McDonnell Douglas, the 


American fighter maker that 
is now part of Boeing, jointly 
produced the Harrier jump-jet 
for the US Marines in tire 
1980s. 

BAe and Lockheed Martin 
are working on other joint 
projects, only one of which has 
been made public. They were 
hired by Britain's Defence 
Ministry for a feasibility study 
on ballistic missile defence 
systems. 

The successful bidder hopes 
to export the Tracer vehicles to 
other countries. But the mili¬ 
tary forces of continental 
Europe, the natural buyers, 
have shown no interest in this 
type of system so far. 

Instead, some countries are 
hying to develop pilotless 
aircraft for battlefield recon¬ 
naissance missions. 


United Assurance 
to shed a third 
of its workforce 

By Caroline M err ell 




UNITED Assurance Group is 
planning to shed 2*200 jobs, 
more than a third of its 
workforce, in the wake of its 
£1.4 billion merger with Ref¬ 
uge Assurance last year. 

The number is 400 higher 
than that predicted at the time. 
The group also pla ns to cut the 
number of branches from 279 
to 116. 

Profits before exceptional 
items at the merged group 
rose IS per cenr to EJ93.5 
I million. Profits before rax in¬ 
cluding exceptional items rose 
to £549,3 million, from £171.4 
£ million in 1995. , 

$7 George Mack, United As¬ 
surance's group chief execu- 
_ five, said that operating 
conditions in the insurance 
market continued to be 
. difficult. . 

He added: “The integration 
of the two businesses provides 
the opportunity to make sub- 
1 stantial cost savings." Rdvj- 
sicns of £76.3 million have 
been established for the ex- 
- peeled integration costs, with 
the company expecting to save 
£37-million a year from the 

■ merger. ., . ,. . 

At the moment. United is in 
consultation with the Depart- 
’ ment of Trade and Industry 

about whether ro attribute the 

merger costs to shareholder 
funds rather than policyhold¬ 
er funds. Earnings share 
in 1996 were 36.1p. compared 
with 36p the previous year. 

The company increased div¬ 


idends 35 per cent to 18p. Mr 
Mack said that about a third 
of its new business continued 
to come through its industrial 
branch, where premiums are 
collected by salesmen. 

He said: “Many of the job 
losses will be in this area." The 
high proportion of industrial 
branch business contributed 
to a high expense ratio of 
about 40 per cent. 

The company also made a 
provision of £71 million for 
possible mis-selling of person¬ 
al pensions. Mr Mack said 
that it had isolated 11.000 
cases so far where compensa¬ 
tion could be due. _ 

Tempos, page 28 



Times journalist 
wins award 

ROBERT MILLER. Bank¬ 
ing Correspondent of The 
Times, has won the British 
Insurance and Investment 
Brokers Association’s con¬ 
sumer journalist of the year 
award (broadsheet catego¬ 
ry). Mr Miller, who receives 
a cheque for £350. also won 
tile Bradford & Bingfcy's 
personal finance journalist 
of the year award last Octo¬ 
ber when The Times was 
named personal finance nat¬ 
ional newspaper of the year. 


UK policyholders 
to receive free 
Colonial shares 

By Gavin Lumsden and Rachel Bridge 


MORE than 250.000 UK poli¬ 
cy holders of Colonial, the 
Australian financial services 
group thar 'demutualised in 
December, will receive an 
average of £1.300 worth of free 
shares and options when the 
company lists in May. 

The company is distributing 
75 million shares to 500,000 
members worldwide as part of 
its A$1 J billion (£650 million) 
plan to float jointly on the 
Australian and New Zealand 
stock markets. A further 
90,000 UK members will ben¬ 
efit indirectly through their 
personal pension policies. 
However, the offer excludes 
about 80,000 people with unit 
trust and unit linked pensions. 

The minimum handout will 


Rank to create 7,500 jobs 


RANK GROUP is to spend 
£13 billion over the next five 
years, creating around 7.500 
jobs in the process of expand¬ 
ing its UK leisure interests. 

The company is aiming to 
open around 40 sites a year as 
it develops its leading brands, 
such as the Mecca bingo 
clubs. Rank is already the 
largest leisure company in the 
UK, with 300 bingo clubs, 74 
Odeons, 31 Grosvenor casinos 
and 51 nightclubs. 


By Alasdair Murray 

David Flowers, director of 
the new leisure property and 
development department, said 
the company is targeting sites 
for 60 more bingo clubs, 15 
casinos, 30 cinemas. 25 night¬ 
clubs and 50 theme bars. 
Money will also be used to 
upgrade existing sites. 

The new department will be 
seeking to invest about £300 
million a year. It will be based 
within rhe leisure division 
headquarters in Maidenhead. 


Berkshire. Rank said some 
350 jobs will be lost when the 
division moves in the summer. 

Rank is aiming to open ten 
new Hard Rock Cafes this 
year and is selling off its 
remaining 20 per cent stake in 
Rank Xerox, for around £930 
million. The shares rose 7p io 
43b '2 p. with the market antici¬ 
pating that Rank will soon 
launch a share buy-back. 

Pennington, page 27 


be 225 shares, worth around 
£290. mainly to holders of 
term policies. There is no 
maximum. The company is 
selling a further 152.5 million 
shares priced at El JO. Quali¬ 
fying members have until 
May 2 to decide if they want to 
retain their original allocation 
or top it up to 500 shares and 
lots of 100 thereafter. 

An institutional offer will be 
made in a bookbuilding exer¬ 
cise between May 14 to 16. If 
the share price falls below the 
retail offer, Colonial has 
promised to refund the differ¬ 
ence to members. 

Colonial's demutualisation 
plans began in December 1994 
after its acquisition of the State 
Bank. It intends to raise £100 
million from the flotation with 
which it will buy out Jardine 
Fleming’s 50 per cent stake in 
its Asian joint venture. 

The shares will be denomina¬ 
ted in Australian dollars. Colo¬ 
nial said: “We are trying to make 
everyone folly aware that it is 
not easy holding foreign shares. 
We want them to be aware that it 
will be more difficult for them 
than holding shares in BT, for 
example. There is a foreign 
exchange risk." 

British pension funds have 
indicated that they will be sell¬ 
ing their 7S million shares. 
Individual UK shareholders 
will be able to sell their shares 
prior to listing through a clear¬ 
ing facility arranged by 
Colonial. 


Bank admits 
rate rise 
would hurt 
exporters 

By Janet Bush and Alasdair Murray 


EDDIE GEORGE, Governor 
of the Bank of Engla nd. yester¬ 
day admitted a rise in interest 
rates would hurt British ex¬ 
porters but argued that tighter 
money was necessary because 
of the strength of the economy. 

His remarks to the Foreign 
Bankers Association in Am¬ 
sterdam coincided with the 
first ever survey of Britain’s 
services sector, which suggest¬ 
ed that activity is accelerating 
and chat price pressures are 
growing. 

The Report on Services pub¬ 
lished by NTC Research and 
the Chartered Institute of Pur¬ 
chasing and Supply under¬ 
lined the growing divergence 
between an extremely buoyant 
services sector, accounting for 
nearly two thirds of the British 
economy, and a much more 
sluggish performance from 
manufacturing, which is 
struggling against the 
headwind of a strong pound. 

Mr George yesterday drew 
attention to this split which he 
said was “undeniably uncom¬ 
fortable" for making derisions 
about monetary policy. He 
said: “Such policy dilemmas 
do arise from time to time. But 
you cannot reasonably expose 
the economy as a whole to 
inflationary risks in order to 
protect the tradeable sectors." 

The Bank has argued for 
several months that base rates 
should rise in response to the 
strength of the domestic econ¬ 
omy and despite the sharp 
appreciation of the pound. 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel¬ 
lor, has stood firm against the 
advice, arguing that the 
strength of sterling is hurting 
manufacturing industry and 
has proved a powerful defla¬ 
tionary force. 

However, yesterday's report 
on services from purchasing 
managers provided a warning 
about inflationary pressures 
building up in the economy. 
The institute said service sec¬ 
tor activity, already running at 
a high level over the past nine 
months, accelerated in March. 


It said prices charged by pur¬ 
chasing managers had risen 
for the fifth consecutive month 
and further pressure on prices 
was expected because of a 
significant increase in service 
sector wages, particularly 
among the highly skilled. 

The survey excludes retail¬ 
ing because this is covered by 
the Confederation of British 
Industry. The CBI’s latest 
distributive trades survey, 
published yesterday, showed 
the early timing of Easter had 
boosted retail sales in March, 
although the rate of growth 
was less than retailers had 
been expecting. 

The survey showed that a 
positive balance of 33 per cent 
of retailers enjoyed sales 
growth last month, compared 
with 24 per cent in February 
and 27 per cent a year ago. The 
number of retailers expecting 
sales to improve in April also 
edged ahead from 3S per cent 
to 40 per cent 

The three-monthly measure 
of sales volumes, which has 
fallen for the past four months, 
levelled off at 3! per cent But 
average sales growth remains 
well below the figures seen in 
the second half of last year. 

Economists said the data 
showed high street sales were 
enjoying steady but unspectac¬ 
ular growth. The retail sales 
figures, to be published by the 
Office for National Statistics 
later this month, are predicted 
to show more modest growth 
than in February. 

The volume of stocks re¬ 
mained steady suggesting that 
retailers believe stock levels 
are adequate and that manu¬ 
facturers wifi see only limited 
benefits from the latest growth 
in retail activity. 

All sectors of the industry 
except off-licences reported 
some growth last month, com¬ 
pared with a year ago, with 
sales of clothing and footwear 
especially strong. 

Pennington, page 27 
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Threadbare 

Profits of the top chartered 
surveyors are to be revealed 
for the first time although a 
peep through the Georgian 
doorways of Mayfair reveals 
rather threadbare looking 
carpets, not the deep pile 
traditionally expected from 
the country^ leading 
partnerships. The big names 
pull in the fees but not 
necessarily the profits. 

Page 26, Tempos 28 

Stepping back 

Commercial Union has been 
forced to re-instate the 
practice of asking 
shareholders to vote on the 
annual report at the AGM 
after having dropped the 
procedure tins year. Two 
institutions, meanwhile, are 
publishing their own corpor¬ 
ate governance guidelines. 
Pennington, page 27 
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7.09% ( APR 7.4% ) 4 YEAR FIXED RATE 


“So what if mortgage rates 
rise after the election? 
Ours is fixed for the next 
four years - guaranteed . 1 

Interest rates usually rise after elections. 

Protect your interest by taking one of 
the best mortgage rates available 
today and fixing it for a full four 
years from completion. 

§if Four years at an outstanding 
fixed rate of 7.09%. Guaranteed. 

'f 

^Protects you against likely 
post-election rate rises. 

gf Exclusively funded by a 
Top 10 BuUdirtg Society! 


tefe. 


.a •.» 


Exclusively available 
ONLY through Mortgage 

Intelligence - call FREE_ 

anytime, 24 hours a day, F “We don't know who the next Prime Minister will be, but we DO 
7 days aweekon: j know what our mortgage payments will be-for th e next 4 years?’ 

tr0800*246-000 

- MORTGAGE 

INTELLIGENCE 



OHAMORIG 
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Lyonnaise 
welcomes 
plans for 
merger 

From Adam Sage 
IN PARIS 


JEROME MONOD, the 
chairman of Lyonnaise 
des Eaux. the French utili¬ 
ties group, yesterday wel¬ 
comed plans for a merger 
with Cie de Suez, as an 
excellent project 

M Monod swept aside 
market doubts about a tie- 
up that would represent 
one of France's biggest 
financial transactions in 
recent years. 

Announcing a net attrib¬ 
utable profit of Frl.35 bil¬ 
lion for 1996, Lyonnaise. 
which owns the UK water 
companies. Northum¬ 
brian, Essex and Suffolk, 
and has interests in water 
treatment and waste man¬ 
agement In Britain, said 
that its board was unani¬ 
mously in favour of com¬ 
bining with Suez. 

Suez, the Paris-based 
holding company, said on 
Tuesday that its board had 
approved the principle of a 
merger. Both boards will 
discuss the terms on April 
11 . 

M Monod said: “This is 
an excellent project which 
aims to create a worldwide 
group of local services. 
Oor perspectives will be 
enlarged by the merger 
and we will reach the 
critical size demanded by 
the markets.” 

M Monod believes Suez, 
which has financial assets 
estimated at Fr34 billion 
and a cash pile estimated 
at Fr5 billion, can provide 
the hinds he needs to 
compete with his bigger 
rival. G6n€rale des Eaux. 

The conglomerate that 
would emerge from the tie- 
up would be one of 
France’s top ten com¬ 
panies with an annual 
turnover of about Frl95 
billion. 

Analysts in Paris say the 
that deal appears to make 
Industrial sense although 
doubts persist over the 
details of the transaction. 

If Suez agrees to a 
demand from Saint- 
Gobain, one of its largest 
shareholders, for Fr3.4 bil¬ 
lion payment, its cash pile 
would be eroded, making 
it less attractive to 
Lyonnaise. 
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ING helped 
to 25% rise 
by Barings 

By Robert Miller 

ING, the Dutch banking and 
insurance group that owns 
Barin gs, yesterday unveiled a 
25 per cent increase in annual 
net profits to 33 billion guil¬ 
ders (£13 billion). 

Aad Jacobs, chairman of 
ING, said ING Barings bad 
contributed pre-tax profits of 
£45.4 million to overall group 
profits. He added that Barings 
had also brought in extra 
business from which the com¬ 
pany as a whole benefited. 

The total amount invested in 
Barings since ING rescued it 
for a nominal £1 two years ago 
and cleared the £830 million 
debt mountain was about £757 
million. Mr Jacobs said. For 
this financial year ING has set 
its worldwide subsidiaries, in¬ 
cluding ING Barings, a target 
of an 11 per cent return on 
capital invested. 

Mr Jacobs also announced 
that Hessel Lindenbergh, who 
took the helm immediately 
after Barings was bought was 
to return to The Netherlands in 
July after doing “a fantastic 
job". He will be replaced by 
id Marinus Minderhoud. 



Aad Jacobs, chairman, said Barings had brought in extra business from winch the company as a whole benefited Marinus Minderhoud. 


Surveyors to give estimates 
of their profits for first time 


THE profits of Britain's big 
commercial surveying part¬ 
nerships are being disclosed 
for the first time this week. A 
league table published tomor¬ 
row by Estates Gazette, the 
commercial properly maga¬ 
zine, will rank the top property 
agents according to their earn¬ 
ings and profits, but a peep 
behind the Georgian door¬ 
ways in Mayfair reveals that 


the carpet is looking a bit 
threadbare in many firms. 

The Estates Gazette 100 
shows the big names pulling 
in the lion's share of fee 
income but not necessarily the 
profits to match. Jones Lang 
Wootton. a partnership, ranks 
in third place with UK fee 
income of £51 million. Its 
accounting profit last year was 
more than £4 million, shared 


By Carl Mortished 

among 120 partners. Chester¬ 
ton International and DTZ 
Debenham Thorpe both 
earned fee income of £60 
million or more but produced 
less profit 

The S6 partners of Richard 
Ellis managed to earn profits 
of only between £1 million and 
£2 million cm £33 million of 
UK fee income, compared 
with Hillier Parker's 66 part¬ 


ners who generated more than 
£4 million from a similar fee 
base. The weakest perfor¬ 
mance disclosed among the 
top 20 firms was Weatherall 
Green & Smith. Its 60 part¬ 
ners are sharing a profit of less 
than £500.000 on some £25 
milli on in fee income. 

High overheads, expensive 
offices, competition and the 
cost of professional indemnity 


Management buyout at Peacock 


By George Sivell 

PEACOCK, the family company that runs 
Milletts, the country and casual wear 
chain, is to be bought out by its manage¬ 
ment for £78 million in a deal financed by 
Cinven, the equity funding group. 

Cinven is also to provide the financial 
backing necessary to expand the chain of 


177 Peacock “lores and 59 Milletts stores 
to a nationwide chain of500 stores. Sales 
by the whole Peacock group in 199697 
are expected to have risen 33 per cent to 
£105 milliorL 

The business was founded as Pear 
cock's Penny Bazaar in 1882. The present 
chairman is Robert Peacock, although be 
has played a more limited role since (he 


appointment of Richard Kirk, the farmer 
Iceland managing director, as chief 
executive in August 1996. Mr Peacock 
wilJ now become a non-executive deputy 
chairman after the management buyout 
Cinven said: “Peacock’s recent track 
record is extremely impressive, and we 
believe that there is substantial growth 
yet to come from the business.” 


insurance are all hurting prof¬ 
its. Unsurprisingly, firms with 
fewer mouths to feed make 
more money. Strutt & Parker, 
with only 31 partners, prod¬ 
uced profits of more than £4 
million on £23 million in fees. 

Helen Pearce, Editor of Est¬ 
ates Gazette, said: “The lean 
and mean firms, where part¬ 
ners do without big support 
and have cost-effective offices, 
make the most money.” 
Corporate clients are increas¬ 
ingly benchmarking their ser¬ 
vice providers, pushing 
surveyors into become more 
open, she said. 

Some firms, notably Healey 
& Baker. Gerald Eve and 
Gooch & Wagstaff refused to 
disclose their UK revenues, 
despite calls for more open¬ 
ness from the Royal Institu¬ 
tion of Chartered Surveyors. 


Temp us, page 28 
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U/aoftton Urovinli +a its shares fell 38hp to £13.01 yesterday as it emerged that 

VY USipdt r ICntll IU Schneider had sold for E12.95 a share. Pierre Bonelli, Serna’s . 

t i chief executive, said the company had agreed to the sale 

defies bid decide on without complaint. j 

warning GECbid Dolphin lifts payout If 


Zeneca chiefs pay 
up 38% to £898,000 

ZENECA’S chief executive saw his pay dimb at more than 
twice the rate of group earnings in 1996. The phannaomtical 
company's annual report, published yesterday, revealed that 
Sir David Barnes earned £898,000 in salary, bonus and other 
benefits, up 33 per cent from E65L000 in 1995. This compares 
with the group’s 15 per cent rise in pre-tax profit, to El billion. 

Zeneca, however, has been one of the stock markers top perf¬ 
ormers. In 1996. the shares rose 31 per cent to £16.47 against the 
11.6 per cent rise of the FT-SE 100 index. Fuelled by takeover 
speculation and the launch of severalpromising products, they 
have since risen further, although yesterday they dosed down 
15p at E17J27 l 2. Sir David. 65, has some 270,000 share option* 
most of them with an exercise price of 6Q7p. John Mayo, 
Zeneca's finance director, was the second-highest paid director, 
with a pay package that rose 22 per cent to £611,000. : 

Berkeley sells portfolio 

BERKELEY GROUP, the UK housebuilder and property 
developer, has sold a portfolio of commercial investment 
properties for £103 millionyThe consideration represents an 
initial yield of 7.6 per ceiR. The portfolio of 23 properties, 
comprising a mixture of retail warehouse parks, leisure 
properties, industrial warehouses and offices, was sold an 
unnamed UK life fund. The profit on the disposal amounts.to 
£55 million. Part of the proceeds will go towards repaying 
bank debt and subordinated shareholder loans. 

Coca-Cola bottling deal 

COCA-COLA AMATIL, the Australian Coca-Cola franchisee, 
became the largest Coca-Cola bottling group outside the US 
with the acquisition of San Miguel'S soft drinks operation, 
Coca-Cola Bottlers Philippines Inc (CCBPI), for A$3.4 billion- 
(about £1.62 trillion). CCBPI, which is 70 per cent owned by San 
Miguel and 20per cent owned by The Coca-Cola Company, is 
the leading-soft drink company in the Philippines. Under the . 
deal. Coca-Cola Amatfl will issue 293 million new shares to San. 
Miguel, giving it a 25 per cent stake in the enlarged group. 

Hyder motorway venture 

HYDER. the water and electricity company, will take a 
leading role in managing and maintaining Finland's first 
privately funded motorway. Hyder is the largest shareholder 
in the winning Ndostie Oy Consortium that will operate 
Finland's main motorway between Helsinki and the tourist 
region of Lahti for 15 years. Hyder with 43 per cent is 
investing £25 million in the venture. The contract involves 
upgrading 70 kilometres of road by constructing two new 
carriageways. Work begins next month. 

Oliver back in black 

OLIVER GROUP, the shoe retailer, returned to the black 
with pre-tax profits of £3.12 million in the 57 weeks to 
February 1, compared with losses of £5.71 million in the 
previous 12 months. Earnings were 1232p a share, against 
losses of 22.61p. But there is again no dividend. The group 
has dosed 18 of its stores and has relocated its headquarters 
after a year of difficult trading. There was a 7 per cent fail in 
turnover from £75 million to £69.7 million. The shares 
remained unchanged at 30p. 

Schneider deserts Serna 

SEMA, tiie Anglo-French computer services group, has lost 
its second-largest shareholder. Schneider SA, a French 
electrical company, dumped its 531 per cent stake on 
Tuesday, releasing 5.92 million shares into the market Hie 
placing had no impact on Serna’s share price on the day, but 
its shares fell 3&hp to £13.01 yesterday as it emerged that 
Schneider had sold for £12.95 a share. Pierre Bonelli, Serna's 
chief executive, said the company had agreed to the sale 
without complaint 


From Rachel Bridge 

IN SYDNEY 

WESTPAG one of Australia’s 
biggest banks, defied a Gov¬ 
ernment warning not to pre¬ 
empt a major report into the 
banking sector yesterday with 
a A$1.4 billion (£667 million) 
agreed bid for the Bank of 
Melbourne, a regional bank. 

Less than two weeks ago 
Peter Costello, Treasurer, 
warned the banks not to make 
any commercial decisions be¬ 
fore the Government re¬ 
sponds to the imminent Wadis 
report, which is expected to 
relax the restrictions on 
mergers and takeovers in the 
financial sector. 

Unveiling the proposals, 
Robert Joss. Westpac manag¬ 
ing director, said: This an¬ 
nouncement is a significant 
milestone related to our aim of 
being the best in Australia and 
New Zealand." 

However, Mr Costello said 
the deal had not yet been given 
approval. “TheyVe token a 
commercial judgement, they 
do so at their own risk. I make 
it dear that they shouldn't 
presume any outcome." 


By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE FRENCH Govern¬ 
ment will name the bidders 
for Thomson-CSF. the de¬ 
fence electronics operation 
being privatised by France, 
on Monday amid specula¬ 
tion over whether GEC will 
enter the race. 

GEC, the diversified indus¬ 
trial group, is believed to have 
submitted a bid for the French 
business in opposition to 
Alcatel-Alsthom, the French 
group with which GEC has a 
partnership. 

Lagardefe, the French 
group that has a missiles 
partnership with British Aero¬ 
space, is also bidding for the 58 
per cent stake in Thomson- 
CSF to be sold next month. 

The French Government 
has said that it is keen to 
welcome foreign bidders, al¬ 
though industry observers 
believe that GEC will have to 
offer a very full price in order 
to win. It is possible, however, 
that GEC will secure a place in 
a potential consortium for the 
order by putting itself on the 
bidding list. 


DOLPHIN PACKAGING, manufacturer of flip-top ham¬ 
burger containers and sandwich packs, increased its pre-tax 
profits 635 per cent to £5.38 million (£339 million) for the 
year ended December 31. The company was helped by a 
strong performance from Fairway Packaging, which it 
bought last year for £3 million. Dolphin's turnover was £392 
million (£33.4 million) and earnings per share 15.4p (9.17p). A 
final dividend of 45p (3Jp) wifi be paid on May 20, raising 
the total dividend by 35 per cent to 7p (53p). " \ 

Rugby Estates ahead 

RUGBY ESTATES, the retail property company, reported an 
IS per cent rise in its pro forma net assets per share, from 130p 
to 153p, for the year to December 31. The company als^. 
reported a 125 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £237 million 
(£1.05 million). Rugby's performance was helped by the recent 
purchase of a 13.000 sq ft building in Covent Garden for £33 
million by Covent Garden Estates, Rugby's 50 per cent-owned 
subsidiary. Earnings per share were S.7p (4p). A final dividend - 
of 1.6p (l.45p), due on June 4. gives a 2.4p (2.l7p) total. 

Dagenham Motors up 

DAGENHAM MOTORS, Britain's largest Ford dealership 
group, recovered from a disappointing first half last year by 
lifting profits slightly from E5.I1 million to £5.12 million for 
theyear to December 31. The group was helped by a 
reorganisation of its car sales division which saw a 5 per cent 
reduction in staff and a 9 per cent boost in sales to £291.9 
rmlhon. Earnings per share fell 55 per cent to 13.6p. An • 
unchanged final dividend of 55p will be paid on May 29, 
maintaining the total at 7.7p. 


Airbus sees euro as 
ally against Boeing 

From Oliver August in toulouse 
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BOEING fears that European 
monetary union will threaten 
America’s dominant position 
in the aerospace sector, ac¬ 
cording to Airbus. 

The European consortium, 
whose partners include Brit¬ 
ish Aerospace, is confident the 
euro will become an interna¬ 
tional reserve currency equiv¬ 
alent to the dollar. All aviation 
sales worldwide are currently 
denominated in dollars. - 

An Airbus spokesman said: 
"Boeing is scared witless of the 
euro. They might have to start 
denominating sales in euros 
rather than dollars.” 

Selling aircraft in euros 
would shift the burden of 
hedging against exchange rate 
movements from Airbus to 
Boeing. At the moment, Brit¬ 
ish Aerospace and the other 
Airbus partners spend mil¬ 


lions every year on dollar 
futures to smooth currency 
fluctuations. 

In a bid to surpass Boeing 
as the world's leading aero¬ 
space company, Airbus will 
double production over the 
next three years. Last year it 
produced 125 aircraft. The 
number will increase to ISO 
this year and to 220 in 1998. 
the consortium said. 

Airbus executives in Tou¬ 
louse are currently preparing 
an aggressive sales push into 
Boeing's traditional markets. 
In 2001 they will launch the 
biggest Airbus aircraft so far, 
the A340-600. seating 380 
passengers. 

Two years later Airbus will 
unleash the A3XX super jum¬ 
bo, which can cany almost 
twice as many people as the 
Boeing 747. 
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□ Commercial Union’s about-turn □ Interest jolt for Chancellor □ Rank’s salesman repeats his pitch 


□ LIKE Caesar’s wife, Britain’s 
insurers and fund managers 
have to be cleaner than Hyaanth 
Bucket's bathroom when it 
comes to corporate governance. 
So it is pretty embarrassing for 
Commerical Union to be caught 
tramping across the kitchen floor 
in dirty wellingtons fay cancel¬ 
ling the vote on adopting its 
report and accounts at its annua] 
shareholders’ meeting. 

CU has had to recant — too 
late for this year, but the vote will 
be there next year. But it is hard 
to to have sympathy for the 
insurer’s argument. What does 
the vote to adopt or receive the 
report and accounts actually 
mean? After all it is not a vote to 
approve the report and accounts, 
as they have already been ap¬ 
proved by the board of directors 
and auditors. If shareholders 
refuse to adopt the accounts, 
what happens? There is no legal 
requirement for the accounts to 
be adopted before coining into 
force, so there is no legal come¬ 
back if the vote goes against 
approval. De facto, the vote has 
all the penetration of the English 
bowling attack. 

In the case of CU, as with 
many of our leading companies, 
most shareholders will not have 
seen the accounts they are voting 
to adopt. CU has more than 
58.000 shareholders, 95 per cent 
of whom own fewer than 5,000 
shares and a third of whom have 


Pointless vote has a point 


no more than 0300 invested in 
the insurer. CU sends these 
smaller investors an abreviated 
version of die accounts, keeping 
in the information CU reckons is 



JOUI 


saves the insurer money and it 
appears people are more likely to 
read these abbreviated accounts. 

rather as we will all read the ten- 

point plan in the Labour Mani¬ 
festo and skim the rest. 

So why not get rid of a 
pointless vote, where most of the 
participants have no idea what 
they are voting about? The 
answer is rooted is symbolism. It 
is the ideal way to register 
dissent In the US. the giant 
Californian fund manager, 
CALPers, tells companies it is 
unhappy about their strategy, 
remuneration policy or whatever 
by voting against the re-election 
of directors. Most UK fund 
managers are far too timid to 
take such action, preferring to 
write a strong letter or make 
their views known in a private 
meeting. But voting against the 
adoption of the report and ac¬ 
counts can register this dissent 


publicly without actually caus¬ 
ing any damage to the company, 
like Wisden’s attack on the 
English cricket establishment it 
has no direct effect but is likely to 
bring change anyway. 

Now that Hermes and Stan¬ 
dard Life are leading the way by 
publishing their corporate gov¬ 
ernance guidelines, British in¬ 
dustry knows what the investing 
community wants. By voting 
against this apparently mean¬ 
ingless resolution put forward 
every year, shareholders can 
show their unhappiness with 
industry if it trangresses and the 
corporate governance debate 
might actually move forward. 



Services help 
Eddie not Ken 


□ THE Jack of information on 
Britain’s key services sector, 
accounting for an astounding 76 
per cent of British jobs, has long 
been a lamentable lacuna in the 
picture of the economy available 
to our policymakers. So three 
cheers for the Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply and 
NTC Research that yesterday 


published the first-ever survey 
an activity in service industries. 

Given the growing importance 
of services to the British econ¬ 
omy, it is fairly astonishing that 
there has been so little statistical 
or survey evidence available 
until now. It is a rich irony, given 
the Conservative Party’s current 
election campaign boast that 
Britain is Booming, that those 
industries which provide some 
justification for the claim, are 
virtually untouched by the of¬ 
ficial statistical service. And 
why? Because the assiduous men 
ana women of the Office far 
National Statistics were forced to 
abandon plans for a monthly 
index of service sector activity 
because of lack of money. 

It should still be noted that 


virtually no other country pro¬ 
vides much in the way of 
statistics on service industries 
and even the National Associ¬ 
ation of Purchasing Managers in 
America has not yet got around 
to issuing its own report on 
services despite the long and 
distinguished history of its report 
on manufacturing, an indicator 
greatly favoured by no less a 
figure than Alan Greenspan. 
Our very own Chartered In¬ 
stitute, representing Britain’s 
purchasing managers, can there¬ 
fore be fairly described as world 
leaders in the field. 

The findings of their first 
report yesterday happen to be 
exactly what most economists 
had expected. Services are boom¬ 
ing, skills shortages and price 
pressures are intensifying. In 
other words, this report provides 
the starkest contrast with manu¬ 
facturing in which activity and 
pricing power are being held 
back by the pound’s strength. 

The implication for policy is 
clear. Kenneth Clarke has long 
justified his fight against Bank of 
England demands for higher 
interest rates by citing the weak- 
ufacturine. 


new monthly survey on services 
will make u more difficult for 
him, or his successor, to main¬ 
tain this stance. 


Many a Teare 
has to fall 


□ A GOOD salesman can sell 
yew something you already have, 
often ai a higher price than you 
bought it for m the first place, and 



ness of manufacturing. But die 


again. Andrew Teare clearly 
tmnks he is a good salesman, 
flogging the idea of Rank spend¬ 
ing £1.5 billion over five years for. 
maybe, the third time. But his 
sales palter is wearing thin. 

Teare arrived in a blaze of glory, 
having been the man who “turned 
around" English China Clays. But 
it soon emerged that his initiatives 
had left Cornwall's leading com¬ 
pany in a muddy slurry and Teare 
was far from the wunderkind he 
was cracked up to be. 

At Rank he trumpeted a dis¬ 
posal programme, which he now 
says is largely over, having real¬ 
ised just £300 million. Earlier 
this week Teare hinted, for 


maybe die fourth or fifth time, 
that he is about to sell the 
remaining 20 per cent stake in 
Rank Xerox, the photocopier 
venture. But yesterday he was 
backtracking quickly, saying 
Rank was merely “preparing the 
ground” for the £1 billion dis¬ 
posal. 

For all the sales patter. Rank’s 
problem is dear. It has a great 
portfolio of leisure assets that it 
does not work hard enough. 
While investing in new night 
clubs, thane bars and cinemas is 
all well and good, somehow 
Rank does not appear to get the 
same sort of returns on these 
investments that its rivals 
achieve. What the group needs is 
not a salesman but a solid, 
leisure operator. And is not that 
nice John Conlan about to take 
his leave of First Leisure in the 
near future? 


Entente Cordiale? 


□ POOR old Mike Greenlees. 
No sooner has the chief executive 
of GGT Group completed the 
£123 million purchase of BDDP 
than he finds his opposite num¬ 
ber at the French advertising ag¬ 
ency. Jean-Marie Dru, advoca¬ 
ting a polity of “disruption”. He 
apparently means challenging 
strategic conventions. But with 
GGT shares below where they 
were before it bought BDDP, 
this does not sound promising. 


venture 


CompuServe in 
$lbn talks with 
America Online 


From Richard Thomson in new York 




erts Semi! 


COMPUSERVE, the ailing 
computer online service com¬ 
pany. is in merger talks with 
America Online, its larger 
rival, that could result in a 
deal worth about $1 billion. 

H&R Block, CompuServe’s 
owner, has confirmed that the 
company is discussing a pos¬ 
sible “business combination". 
With 22 million subscribers in 
Europe and 3.1 million in the 
US, CompuServe is the largest 
online and internet access 
service .outside Nooh_Ameri- 
ca. A merger with AOL would 
create an online leviathan, 
with GO per cent of the' market 


in the US, leaving Microsoft’s 
online service launched a year 
ago as the only key rival. 

Analysts say AOL is likely to 
pay about $1 billion for 
CompuServe in shares. AOL 
shares are worth about $4430: 
CompuServe has plunged 
from its flotation price of $30 a 
year ago to $9.80 as its 
competitive position has 
steadily deteriorated. 

The merger would solve 
problems that have built up 
for both _ companies recently. 
CompuServe has failed to add 
significant numbers, of pew 
customers, losing ground to 


payout •' 


Laird switch pays off 


RETREAT from the trou¬ 
bled car market in 
Germany has ensured a 
return to growth for Laird 
Group, which returned 
record profits for 1996 after 
a resurgence in its second 
half (Fraser Nelson writes). 

The company said the 
move had helped to lift 
overall pre-tax profits to 


£66.6 million (£66.1 mil¬ 
lion). The soaring pound 
had cost £600.000, adding 
to a £1 million loss from 
disposals and an operating 
loss of E1.6 million from its 
conveyor belt businesses. 

A final dividend of 8-lp. 
due June 6. lifts the year’s 
total to I3p from 
12p. Tempos, page 28 


AOL and Microsoft, with stag¬ 
nating revenues. AOL, how¬ 
ever. has been a victim of its 
success with its 8 million 
subscribers finding it harder 
to access the service because of 
crowded telephone lines and 
computer space. AOL also 
wants to expand overseas 
where Gompuserve. which 
was launched years before 
AOL. has always had a lead. 

A merger would expand 
both AOL’s computer infra¬ 
structure and its overseas 
subscriber base. However, 
some analysts see more prob¬ 
lems arising for AOL because 
CompuServe, which is losing 
money, would damage AOL’s 
finances. They say it is unlike¬ 
ly that all CompuServe’s sub¬ 
scribers would agree to switch 
to AOL, so the larger company 
would end up paying too 
much for the acquisition. The 
deal could face antitrust prob¬ 
lems regarding market share. 

Some analysts said that one 
of tile regional telephone com¬ 
panies may be tempted ro bid 
for CompuServe as a way of 
expanding its telecoms ser¬ 
vices and finding a way into 
the internet access industry. 


PETER TBtEVNOR 



Andrew Parrish, chief executive, right and Teny Garthwaite, finance director, see excellent opportunities for growth 


Senior to step up acquisitions 


By Chris Ayres 


SENIOR ENGINEERING, the specialist 
engineering company whose customers 
indude Ford, Boeing and Nasa. is poised 
to make a series of acquisitions, according 
to Andrew Parrish, the new chief 
executive. 

Mr Parrish, who joined Senior from 
Williams Holdings in January, said: 
"Last year was too light on acquisitions. 


We have a very clear agenda for this year. 
In Flexonics. in particular. Senior has an 
outstanding business with excellent op¬ 
portunities for substantial growth." 

Mr Parrish said the company wanted to 
increase its presence in Asia and may also 
make bolt-on acquisitions for its engi¬ 
neered products and services division. 

Senior yesterday reported that pre-tax 
profits in the year to December 31 fell to 
£2.68 million from £22.13 million after 


one-off charges of £293 million for the 
sale of the thermal engineering division. 
Lftiderlying pre-tax profits rose 3S per cent 
to E313 million (E223 million) and 
turnover was also up, from £372.1 million 
to £4393 million. 

Earnings per share, before 
exceptional, grew 10.6 per cent to 7.64p 
(6.91p). Senior has increased its total 
dividend to 3.82p (3.6p) with a final 238p 
to be paid on June 4. 


Littlewoods 
to dispose 
of 14 stores 


overseas 

By Paul Dorman 


LITTLEWOODS. which re¬ 
cently derided to put its UK 
stores chain up for sale, is 
now seeking buyers for its 14 
stores in Russia and India. 

The international opera¬ 
tion. begun as a trial in 1991, is 
thought to have sales of less 
than £10 million, a tiny frac¬ 
tion of die group's annual 
turnover of about £2 billion. 
The single store in India, in 
Bangalore, was opened only 
last year. Although sales have 
grown rapidly, the stores are 
still loss-making. 

Mike Wynne, managing 
director of Littlewoods Inter¬ 
national, said the Russian 
and Indian businesses had 
reached a stage where (hey 
needed substantial invest¬ 
ment to develop further. With 
Littlewoods deciding to con¬ 
centrate on its home shopping 
and football pools activities, it 
is no longer appropriate to 
continue supporting the inter¬ 
national business. 

littlewoods has four stores 
in St Petersburg and fran¬ 
chises in another nine Rus¬ 
sian cities. Littlewoods 
Internationa] employs 320 
people m Russia. 320 in Ban¬ 
galore and 15 in the UK. 

The group has 135 stores in 
the UK and hopes to raise 
more than £500 million from 
their sale. 



Headlam aims for 
30% market share 


ByPaulDurman 


HEADLAM, the fast-growing 
carpet wholesaler, has set its 
sights on grabbing a 30 per 
cent share of the market 
dealing with independent 
retailers. 

The company, which yester¬ 
day reported annual pre-tax 
profits almost 50 per cent 
higher at £11.6 million, has 
revised its original target of a 
25 per cent market share. 
Since Graham Waldron, 
chairman, and Ian Kirkham, 
chief executive, arrived in 1991. 
a series of acquisitions has 
turned Headlam into Britain's 
largest floorcoverings distrib¬ 
utor. It now claims 23 per cent 
of the market 

The latest results include 
0.7 million of operating prof¬ 


its and £50.9 million of sales 
from last year’s four acquisi¬ 
tions. The revival in the hous¬ 
ing market helped the ongoing 
floorcovering business to in¬ 
crease its operating profit 26 
per cent to £5.8 million on 
sales 14 per cent higher at 
£85.9 million. 

Head lam's soft furnishing 
division found the demand for 
curtains and upholstery fab¬ 
rics less buoyant. Sales of fab¬ 
ric by the continuing business 
grew 7 per cent to £44.5 
million, while profits in¬ 
creased 9 per cent to £3.8 
million. 

Headlam intends to pay a 
final dividend of 4.35p on July 
7. which will increase the total 
21 per cent to 5.8p a share. 


Boots to sell 
Nurofen 


in Russia 


From Sarah Cunningham 

IN MOSCOW 


BOOTS Healthcare Interna¬ 
tional part of tiie Boots retail 
and manufacturing group, is 
to invest between £9 million 
and £10 million on promoting 
its Nurofen painkiller in 
Russia. 

Nurofen is the first 
ibuprofen painkiller to be 
launched in Russia. Boots 
rims to secure market leader¬ 
ship ahead of the arrival of 
AdviL the bestselling Ameri¬ 
can brand, expected next year. 

Boots, which is targeting 
only well-off consumers, does 
not intend to open shops or 
factories in the region. 


Last frontier, page 29 


IMI continues expansion 


By Fraser Nelson 


1M1. the engineering group, 
has made its third big acquisi¬ 
tion in four months. It has 
agreed to buy TA Hydronics. a 
radiator valve manufacturer, 
for £77 million. 

IMI shares rose lOp to 387p 
on news of the purchase, 
which will be funded through 
borrowings. Alan Em son. fi¬ 
nance director, said the com¬ 
pany would have ideally liked 
more rime to digest its other 
two acquisitions. 

He said: “It has been like 
waiting for the Number Five 
bus; you wait For hours and 
thm three come along at once. 
But we did not want to wait 
with this deal: TA is the best in 
this business and it makes an 
ideal fit with the rest of our 
operations. TA's markets are 
growing very quickly, ftople 



Emson: Swedish acquisition 


are very energy conscious in 
Scandinavia, and there are 
signs that this is coming 
through ro the rest of Europe." 

Ta. based in Sweden, pro¬ 
duces valves that regulate the 
distribution of hear through 


chains of radiators in office 
blocks. The company says the 
system normally pays for itself 
within two years through eff¬ 
iciency savings. 

In 1996, it made a pre-tax 
profit of £9.4 million on sales 
of £67 million. Three quarters 
of its profits come from ex¬ 
ports. with Austria an espe¬ 
cially large market. 

IMI plans to use TA’s 
customer base to marker its 
own products in Scandinavia, 
where TA is the market leader. 
IMf is expected to start pro¬ 
ducing TA’s peripheral prod¬ 
ucts, such as pipe connectors, 
in other factories but no job 
losses are expected. 

IMI bought Heimeier, Ger¬ 
many’s largest radiator vafve 
manufacturer, last year for £134 
million. Mr Emson said IMI 
was unlikely to make any more 
large buys for some time. 


NATIONAL HIGHWAY AUTHORITY 


MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS, GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 


EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


FOR FULL OPERATING CONCESSION OF 
LAHORE - ISLAMABAD MOTORWAY 


Laho re-lslamabad Motorway including Lahore bypass is a 350 KM long, 6 lanes 
divided, access control tolled Motorways, constructed at the cost of Rs. 35.92 billion. 
The Motorway connects Lahore (Capital of Punjab Province) with the Federal Capital 
of Pakistan i.e. Islamabad. The Motorway will be ready for commissioning on 1st 
September 1997. 


It is intended by the National Highway Authority to give full operating concession of this 
Motorway to the private enterprise for an agreed term during which he will be 
responsible for toll collection, operation/management as well as the maintenance of 
the toll collection facilities and the Motorway itseff. The maintenance will include routine 
and periodic maintenance of the Motorway. The term specified for this concession is 
15 years after which the Motorway will be handed over to the National Highway 
Authority at pre agreed level of service. (National Highway Authority is seeking 
expressions of interest for both full operation of the motorway by a private enterprise 
and operation of the motorway on National Highway Authority’s behalf by a 
management consultant It is intended to enter into an agreement for one option only 
after receipt of bids.) 


The Interested parties are requested to submit their expression of interest, which will 
include Company’s profile and experience in the field of toll operations, management 
and maintenance of project of such magnitude. In case of joint ventures a combined 
statement shall be submitted for the purpose of evaluation. 


The operating concession company/JV shall submit the following with the relevant 
proof of their capabilities. 


1 . Financial statement efongwith the statement as to how they will raise/generate 
resources to manage, operate and maintain the Lahore-lslamabad Motorway. 


2. Statement of their capabilities and experience of similar sendees they have so far 
rendered any where in the world. 


3. Statement of interest and reasons why they should be considered for pre¬ 
qualification to participate in this operating concession. 


The broad guideline for the submission of proposals shall be issued to the qualified 
Companies/JV only. All interested parties/JVs are requested to submit their expression 
of interest to the undersigned on or before 20th April 1997. 


The National Highway Authority reserve the right to reject any or all submissions 
without assigning any reasons thereof. 

Attaf Ahmad Chaudhry 
Member Motorway 
National Highway Authority 

33, Queens Centre, Queens Road, Lahore Tel. (042) 7572903 
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Wall Street continues to 
cast shadow over London 


FURTHER losses on Wall 
Street in the wake of Wednes¬ 
day’s 90-point setback for the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
left share prices in London 
nursing fresh falls. 

Attempts to steady the mar¬ 
ket met with only limited 
success as the FT-SE100 index 
lost further ground in late 
trading to end 22.0 down at 
4.214.6 in thin conditions. 
Further volatility can be ex¬ 
pected today ahead of the US 
payroll numbers, which could 
provide the signal for an ether 
rise in US interest rates. 

By the dose of business a 
meagre 806 million shares 
had changed hands. Much of 
this was made up of bed-and- 
breakfast transactions de¬ 
signed to establish tax losses 
ahead of the financial year- 
end later today. 

The losses might have been 
greater had it not been for a 
strong performance from the 
utilities. It seems worries 
about a windfall tax being 
imposed by an incoming Lab¬ 
our government have been put 
on the badebumer, while their 
defensive qualities continue to 
be sought in a felling market. 
Credit Lyonnais Laing and 
Panmure Gordon reckon that 
a windfall tax has already 
been factored into prices. 
Laing says they look cheap 
and should be bought 

Leading the charge were the 
power generators, where Nat¬ 
ional Power put ret I 7 ' 2 p at 
496'jp, and PowerGeai 16‘ap 
at eas^p. 

Angelas Anastasiou at 
Panmure rates FtowerGenasa 
“buy”, claiming it represents 
good value for money, boasts a 
strong balance sheet and cash 
flows and should be able to 
deal comfortably with a wind- 
fell tax. Continued economic 
growth woo Id lead to in¬ 
creased demand for electricity. 

Laing also sees BG, 2'ap 
better at 167p, and Centrica. 
l‘ap lighter at 60 * 44 ) with 
National Grid. Ip firmer at 
208 i 2 p, Southern Ekdrk, lp 
dearer at 388 1 zp. and Scottish 
Hydro, 2'x p better at 364‘ap, 
as “key buys”. 

Inth e water sector, S ct us 
Trent stood out with a rise of 
1 lp to 698 1 ap, while gains were 
also recorded in Hunks Wat¬ 
er, 6 ’ap to 666 *ap, and South 
West Water. 6 p to 671p. 

The news that industrial gas 
prices in the US were rising 
spilled over into HOC Group. 
8 p better at 940'ap. Praxair in 
the US has increased the price 
of both carbon dioxide and 
hydrogen by 4 per cent and 7 
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The famous gongman will stay at Rank, up 9hpat436hp 


per cent respectively. Now 
brokers expect BOC, one of the 
big players in the market¬ 
place. to follow suit. 

Rank Organisation contin¬ 
ued to benefit from this week's 
sale of its film distribution unit 
to Carlton Communications 
for £65 million with a rise of 
9 ' 2 p to 436* 2 p. But the deal 
did not include the "gong- 
man'' who has provided the 


Lewis, ex-Blenheim Exhibi¬ 
tions man. had snapped up a 
near 30 per cent stake in the 
company belonging to United 
Coatings, its biggest share¬ 
holder. Only last- month 
Cementone announced United 
Coatings was in talks to sell 
the 34 per cent stake. It is 
hoped that Lewis can achieve 
the sort of results with 
Cementone that he did with 


One of tiie best performances came horn Drew Scientific, where 
brokers are increasingly excited about the group's process for 
detecting heart disease. Drew ended 53p higher at UQ'ap and 
has more than trebled m the past two weeks after a share 
placing at 52p. Word is that the shares still have further to go. 


opening sequence for Rank 
films since 1935. This latest 
disposal formed part of Rank’s 
£300 million restructuring 
programme, which has now 
been completed. Lehman 
Brothers, the US securities 
house, says the disposal is 
earnings enhancing and it 
remains a firm buyer. 

Speculative buying lifted 
Cementone 13‘ap to 60 1 2p 
after it emerged that Laurie 


Blenheim. Anthony Chattwell 
has resigned as a director of 
Cementone. 

Better than expected profits 
news and some encouraging 
comments about current trad¬ 
ing lifted Laird Group 44'ap 
to 389p. Worries about the 
impact of a strong pound were 
swept to one side. ABN Amro 
Hoare Govert and Soctete 
Generate Strauss Turnbull, 
the brokers, have both come 
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out with buy recommenda¬ 
tions and others are expected 
to lift their forecasts. 

Scma Group dropped 38'ap 
to Eliot 1 ! after Schneider, the 
French electrical group, sold 
its 5.31 per cent stake in the 
market. The 5.92 million 
shares were sold to various 
institutions by HSBC James 
Capel, the broker, at E1Z95. 
Pierre Banelli. chief executive 
of Sema, said the disposal had 
the foil backing of his board 
and would improve liquidity 
in the shares. 

Airtonrs fell 38p to 923'2p 
after reports that Carnival 
Corporation, its biggest share¬ 
holder with almost 30 per cent, 
had decided against raising its 
stake in the company. 

The profits setback at Se¬ 
nior Engineering was even 
worse than first imagined, but 
that did not discourage mar¬ 
ket bulls, with the price dos¬ 
ing S* 2 p better at 124'2p. 

Brokers were also pleased 
with Dolphin Packaging, 
which showed pre-tax profits 
up from £3.29 million to £5.38 
million. The shares responded 
with a jump of 15p to 222 l ap. 
Headfaun fell 9p to 309 ( 2p 
despite a healthy increase in 
profits and a strong start to 
trading in the current year. 

But there was little to cheer 
for shareholders of A H Ball 
Group, with the price drop¬ 
ping 7p to 25'2p on the news 
that it had traded at a small 
loss in the second half and was 
unlikely to pay a dividend for 
the year to March. The group 
reported a surplus of £170,000 
in the first six months. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Prices fluc¬ 
tuated in narrow limits for 
much of the day as investors 
anxiously awaited todays 
farm payroll numbers for 
signs of growing inflationary 
pressures. It is feared that last 
week’s quarter-point rise in 
US rates could soon, be fol¬ 
lowed by further increases. 

The June series of the long 
gilt was £*16 lower at £ 108 13 s 2 
m modest trading that saw 
38,000 contracts completed. 
Treasury 8 per cent 2015 was 
£ 9 aa lower at £101 5 a and 
Treasury 8 per cent2000 a tick 
off at £102 s 32. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares trad¬ 
ed lower in the morning, 
depressed by a sell-off in IBM 
and concern about todays 
release of March employment 
figures. By midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
down 4436 points at 6,472.44. 

□ Owing to technical problems 
at Liffe, the Liffe options quoted 
refer to those of April 2 
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Widows and orphans 


AFTER all the fuss from institutions about the 
orphan assets (or fantasy funds, if you believe 
its directors). the merged United 
Friendly/Refuge Assurance bosses probably 
felt more than usually compelled to produce a 
Utile extra in the full-year results by hacking 
away at the core business. 

A huge reduction in branch offices, from 
279 to 116, should enable United to streamline 
the collection of premiums and marketing of 
insurance products. United's big task is to 
convert its market of low-income households 
from a weekly cash collection to the cheaper 
mechanism of bank direct debits but this 
quaint business has attractions. It is a large 
market; in marketing terms “Cs" and “Ds" 
outnumber the affluent As and Bs pursued 
aggressively t>y other insurers and the 
antique collection process establishes a high 


level of customer loyalty. Better still, it is a 
market almost ignored fry the big insurers. 

Steady business flow and cost-cutting make 
United a great yield play: appropriately, a 
widows and orphans stock. But United 
reckons the risk of the merger (and the 
benefits) should accrue to shareholders, not 
policyholders. By creating a service company. 
United could ringfence the £76 million cost of 
the merger and let shareholders gain 100 per 
cent of the cost savings. United argues that 
policyholders would benefit by being spared 
the risks and costs of the merger. Clearly, they 
could be spared the costs by allocating the 
entire E76 million burden to United's share¬ 
holders but if the merger produces worse 
investment management than they previously 
enjoyed, the policyholders will not be spajsd- 
the risk. 



Laird 

LAIRD has emerged from 
the wreckage of the Euro¬ 
pean automotive industry 
with fewer wounds than it 
was nursing at half-time. Six 
months ago, the tale was of a 
dire Goman market and 
lacklustre results elsewhere. 
Profits from its escape route 
— computer assembly — 
came too little, too late. 

The transformation has 
been breathtaking. While the 
sores that defaced the inter¬ 
im results have not entirely 
healed, they look less pain¬ 
ful. Germany is still de¬ 
pressed. but Laird is in full 
flight from the country, cut¬ 
ting its 2300-strong automo¬ 
tive workforce by some 40 
per cent. Meanwhile, it has 
been following its customers 
into the lower-cost Czech 
Republic and Spain, and 
been rewarded with strong 
growth. Laird is the market 


Eurotunnel 

THE City view on last No¬ 
vember’s fire in the Channel 
Tunnel is that financially, 
this is a mere pin-prick for 
Eurotunnel. True, Euro¬ 
tunnel'S handling of the af¬ 
fair was a public relations 
disaster, and the fire renewed 
powerful fears about travel¬ 
ling under the sea. 

But, as yesterday's traffic 
figures show, the conve¬ 
nience of the tunnel can 
conquer such phobias. And 
the cost of the disruption to 
Eurotunnel — no more than 
£10 million after insurance— 
is dwarfed fry E9 billion of 
debt Eurotunnel was bust 
before the fire, and is still 
bust afterwards. Without 
nailing down October’s refi¬ 
nancing deal, lost revenues 
become irrelevant. 

That deal could still be tom 
up if the safety authorities 
force Eurotunnel to abandon 
the controversial open-sided 
freight wagons, blamed by 
the Kent Fire Brigade for 
fanning the blaze. Robert 


leader in car door sealants, 
and its ability to extract 
profits from Europe bodes 
well for its £IJ8 million 
investment in the US, from 
which it expects an influx of 
cash by 1998. Meanwhile, its 
non-automotive businesses, 
which take in other plastics 
and computer keyboards, 
now produce over half of the 
profits, reducing its depen¬ 


dence on the motor sector 
and giving it a credible 
second leg. 

All told, Laird is in far 
better shape than the market 
has so far given it credit for. 
With a strong start to the 
year and guarantees of long¬ 
term growth felling into 
place as each month passes, 
its shares deserve better than 
a discount to the market 
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Malpas, the British co-chair¬ 
man. yesterday mounted a 
robust defence of the wagons, 
rubbishing the alleged blow¬ 
torch effect as “a fallacy". 

Mr Malpas needs the 
Channel Tunnel Safety Au¬ 
thority to back him up. If not, 
the blow to the banks' confi¬ 
dence could be more impor¬ 
tant than the cost of new 
wagons. Eurotunnel has al¬ 
ready been proved wrong 
about the scale of the disrup¬ 
tion the fire would cause, and 
the integrity of its safety 
procedures. It cannot afford 
to be wrong again. 

Surveyors 

THERE was a time when 
partnership in a big profes¬ 
sional firm was a prize with¬ 
out equal. For a few City law 
or accountancy firms, it may 
still be so but for many young 
chartered surveyors, partner¬ 
ship looks as much a liability 
as the road to riches. This 
profession has never really 
recovered from the crushing 
blow of the last property 


crash. While firms of char¬ 
tered surveyors scrambled 
for diminishing business in 
the early 1990s, accountants 
pinched their consulting 
business and clients squeezed 
the fees on valuations and 
property management 

Since then, the property 
market has recovered and 
confidence continues to im¬ 
prove but profitability re¬ 
mains weak. Fee levels have 
not improved and costs are 
still too high. At least one ma¬ 
jor firm has seen its high-fly¬ 
ing junior staff quit after 
being offered partnership. 
After seeing the accounts, 
they fled to smaller firms. 

There are exceptions. Savills 
has benefited from the buoyant 
agricultural land market and 
sales of expensive homes. But 
commercial surveyors are still 
reluctant to cut their doth to 
suit a leaner world and dis¬ 
pense with huge payrolls and 
Mayfair offices. A cottage in¬ 
dustry with few barriers to en¬ 
try cannot afford mansions. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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Safaris after 
the City jungle 

PIERRE Mourgue d’AIgue 
is trading his City monkey 
suit for a pair of khaki 
shorts. The dashing man¬ 
aging director and co- 
founder of Latlnvest has 
fumed down a substantial 
sweetener to spend another 
five years with the invest¬ 
ment bank, bought last 
year by Banco Bilbao 
Vnacaya, in favour of the 
African bush. After hunt¬ 
ing with the vultures at 
Citicorp, Hoare Govett, 
and Schraders, Mourgue 
d’AIgue, 37, wants to buDd 
np his "ecofriendly" safari 
business, operating out of 
Galdessa Camp, Kenya. 
With plans to build a ranch 
in South Africa and set up a 
hotels agency in Switzer¬ 
land, h conies as a surprise 
to hear Mourgue d’AIgue 
liken himself to an ele¬ 
phant. “Zey are solitary 
animals,*' he smooches, 
“zey set their sights on 
something, zen go for it." 




Mourgue d’AIgue likens 
himself to an elephant 

Conroy’s gold 

PROFESSOR Richard 
Conroy is back in the 
public eye, almost two 
years, to the day since, 
leaving Aram lnternation-- 
ai Resources, the mining 
company that he founded. 
The former Irish senator 
and Professor of Physiolo¬ 
gy at the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Dublin, is 
listing his new company 
on Of ex. Conroy Dia¬ 
monds and Gold's main 
asset is a gold prospect at 
Ckmdbret, Co Monaghan, 
valued In the £3.6 million 
to £5 l 5 million range. 
Conroy is now planning to 
tap 90 to 100 boles in the 
lucrative-looking vein. 

Survivor’s medal 

TORY sleaze stories are 
welcome at one company, 
at least Jean Manson 
Souvenirs, a Surrey firm 
that sells trinkets to cathe¬ 
dral and museum shops, is 
trying desperately to dear 
its shelves of 986 keyrings 
engraved “Tory Rule Sur¬ 
vivor’s Medal". Cast three 
years ago, in a fit of pique, 
before the economic up¬ 
turn and unemployment 
downturn, Mike Hanson, 
the company’s bead, 
thought the political sou¬ 
venirs had past their sell- 
, by date. He has awarded 
14 medals to seriously de¬ 
serving individuals but, 
inspired by recent scan¬ 
dals, he is selling the 
remainder at 80p each. 

PETER WARD and Mich¬ 
ael Hickey are on the 
move The dynamic corpo¬ 
rate financiers, at Quitter 
Goodison before it was 
snapped up in 1986 by 
Banque Paribas, where 
they have worked until 
now specialising in prop¬ 
erty, are off to the English 
Trust Company. 

i Croft award 

lT AN ENGLISH computer 
networking company has 
fallen foul of die Academy 
of Motion Pictures, Arts, 
add Sciences. The ain 
noancement from Cron an 
die World Wide Web that it 
had. won a “Computer In¬ 
dustry Oscar” sent stock- 
waves through the Internet. 
Phfl Renton. Croft manag¬ 
ing, director. received an 
angiy Idler from ladas 
and Parry, the New York 
law firm acting for 
Californian-based Acade- 
<3 my, pointing out dial "Os¬ 
car* is a trade name owned 
by the Academy. Croft had 
in fad won “Digital Resell¬ 
er of the YeaP*. 

Morag Preston 
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Major finds it’s too late to 
look beyond the pocketbook 


The Tories 


have failed to 


win credit 


for their 


economic 


successes 


P oor John Major the 
universal scepticism 
provoked by his 
launch of the Tory 
manifesto on Tuesday said it all 
about the electoral rout he now 
faces. The easy ride Tony Blair 
enjoyed yesterday, by contrast, 
suggested why Labour is well 
on the way to winning with the 
biggest majority enjoyed by 
any British governing party 
since the Second World War. 
The key point is simple enough. 
The Tories, despite their suc¬ 
cess in managing the economy 
since White Wednesday, are 
judged to be incompetent, unre¬ 
liable and dishonest Against 
this list of negatives, the Lab¬ 
our Party does not need to offer 
any positive distinctive policies. 
To win, Mr Blair has only to 
present a reassuring air of self- 
deprecation and speak frankly 
ahout how little he can realisti¬ 
cally promise to achieve. 

But why has Labour found it 
so easy to neutralise the good 
economic record? And why do 
voters now seem so unmoved 
by Tory promises of further tax 
cuts — especially ones carefully 
crafted to reinforce their image 
as a party of family values? 

The manifesto launches sug¬ 
gested some answers. Chal¬ 
lenged to explain why he had 
failed to keep the promises on 
taxes and exchange-rale stabil¬ 
ity that he made in the 1992 
election manifesto, Mr Major 
recited a laundry-list of eco¬ 
nomic achievements which he 
had delivered and had not even 
promised or imagined possible 
■five years ago: Britain now has 
the strongest ‘economy in 
Europe the lowest interest 
rates in a generation and 
Europe's best record on 
unemployment. 

These claims are broadly 
true, though not as conclusive 
as Mr Major suggests. Brit¬ 
ain’s performance in relation to 
other European economies was 
discussed at length in this 
column two weeks ago. Britain 
has certainly performed better 
than Germany, France or Italy 
since the 1992 recession, but, 
taking the whole 18-year period 
since 1979, Britain’s record is 
very similar to the Continent’s 
in terms of both growth and 
employment However, Brit¬ 
ain’s performance in relation to 
the rest of the world is now 
unquestionably better than it 
was in foe 1960s. Thirty years 
ago. Britain consistently lagged 
behind every other OECD 
country. Indeed there was only 
one year between 1960 and 1982 
in which Britain’s GDP growth 
exceeded foe OECD average. 
Since 1983, by contrast. Brit¬ 
ain’s growth rate has beaten 
the OECD average ip 8 out of 15 
years — although it has also 
suffered more economic insta¬ 
bility than any other country. 
But foe Tories’ failure to 
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capitalise on their economic 
record cannot be explained by 
such esoteric arguments about 
statistics. There is a much 
simpler explanation: foe Gov¬ 
ernment's failure to gain any 
credit for its undoubted eco¬ 
nomic achievements is entirely 
Mr Major's fault. 

The fundamental cause goes 
back to the monetarist mantra 
of the 1980s: that government 
policy could do nothing id 
stimulate economic growth, to 
overcome recessions or to cre¬ 
ate employment By the time 
Mr Major became Prime Min¬ 
ister. foe public had finally 
been cowed into believing this 
nonsense. The fateful decision 
to join foe European exchange- 
rate mechanism was foe trau¬ 
matic event which etched this 

delusion indelibly _ 

in the national 
psyche, just as the 
race towards 
European Mone¬ 
tary Union is to¬ 
day the symbol of ——— __ 

foe same mad- . 

ness in Germany and France. 
When Britain left the ERM and 
suddenly adopted a sensible 
and pragmatic policy of active 
demand management Mr Ma¬ 
jor had a golden opportunity to 
claim credit for the Damascene 
conversion. Bur this would 
have required an open repudia¬ 
tion of the ERM. monetary 
union and the whole panoply of 
monetarist dogma which Mr 
Major learnt by rote in his 
years at the Treasury. The 
Prime Minister preferred to 
brazen if out He pretended 
that nothing much had 
changed — his policies had 
been right all along and if 
anything had happened, it was 
all the fault of the Germans. As 
they observed foe growing 


divergence between economic 
reality and government rheto¬ 
ric after White Wednesday, it 
was hardly surprising that 
people derided Mr Major did 
not know what he was doing 
and was not to be trusted. It 
was even more predictable that 
tile tenuous link between gov¬ 
ernment popularity and eco¬ 
nomic performance broke 
down completely after Septem¬ 
ber 1992. 

To cap ir all, Mr Major, in 
his panic after White Wednes¬ 
day. also allowed foe Bank of 
England to promote the idea 
that decisions on monetary 
policy should be taken out of 
foe hands of politicians and put 
under foe technocratic control 
of an independent central 
bank. He thus lost all the poss- 


6 Taxes and public spending 
exist to express 
social preferences 9 


ible credit for his one unquest¬ 
ionable economic achievement 
— low inflation. Worse still, 
from foe Tory standpoint, he 
simultaneously neutralised foe 
voters' traditional fear that a 
Labour government would 
mean rising prices and high 
mortgage rates. 

But it is not only for the 
failure to capitalise on general 
economic management that the 
Tories should blame Mr Ma¬ 
jor. Iri Wednesday's manifesto 
launch, Mr Major also faced a 
barrage of hostile questioning 
about his perfectly reasonable 
(though far from perfect) pro¬ 
posal to offer a tax concession 
to encourage marriage. The 
main criticism was mindless 
but well deserved: Where will 


foe money come from? This is, 
of course, exactly the phrase 
which Mr Major has used to 
heckle every Labour policy 
proposal on any subject, from 
devolution for Scotland and 
London to reforming teacher 
training or changing foe ways 
that children are taught It is a 
mindless phrase which has 
completely stifled all rational 
debate in Britain about setting 
the right priorities in public 
spending and reforming foe tax 
structure. Now Mr Major is 
getting a taste of his own 
medicine. 

Where foe money will come 
from is n« the crucial issue 
about a policy which is sup¬ 
posed to change foe balance 
between different types of tax¬ 
es, rather than reduce the total 
_ tax burden Any¬ 
way, Mr Major 
made the source 
of foe money dear 
enough: foe new 
marriage allow- 
______ ance would take 

precedence over 
his earlier pledges to reduce foe 
standard rate of income tax. By 
implication, therefore, the mar¬ 
riage allowance could be finan¬ 
ced in the same way as the 
reductions in tax rates have 
been in the past — by whittling 
away other tax privileges or by 
raising indirect taxes. The right 
question to ask about the 
marriage allowance, therefore, 
is not where the money will 
come from, but whether a 
sound public purpose is served 
by modestly redistributing the 
burden of taxes from people 
who are married to those who 
are not. 

In the past this question 
would generally have been 
answered in foe affirmative. 
Marriage is a desirable social 


institution, because it entails, 
by definition, a more explicit 
commitment than mere cohabi¬ 
tation to stay together and 
bring children. It seems 
perfectly reasonable, therefore, 
that the tax system should 
recognise the marriage con¬ 
tract and should modestly fa¬ 
vour marriage — as indeed the 
British fax system did until 
1990 and the European and 
American systems still general¬ 
ly do. 

In Britain today, however, 
such views are treated with a 
mixture of indignation and 
sneering contempt, as Mr Ma¬ 
jor found to his cost on Wednes¬ 
day. After fending off ail the 
questions about “where the 
money will come from”, he 
faced another line of attack 
which used to be reserved for 
Tory campaigns against Lab¬ 
our. was the Government pro¬ 
posing to use taxes for “soda} 
engineering"? Was public 
money to be directed at non¬ 
economic objectives? 

The answer to these ques¬ 
tions should have been a clear 
“yes". There is nothing wrong 
with social engineering. U is 
what governments are elected 
to da whether by providing 
education and health or by 
supporting foe poor. Taxes and 
public spending exist to express 
social preferences, to achieve 
non-cconomic objectives and to 
override market forces. But 
such arguments have been 
forgotten after 18 years of free- 
market fundamentalism which 
elevated economics above poli¬ 
tics and made an anathema of 
social policy. Mr Major, hav¬ 
ing shot himself in foe foot on 
economics, may now want to 
move British politics beyond 
pocketbook issues. But his con¬ 
version has come too late. 


Jon Ashwo rth voices fears over anti-fraud proposals 

Teamwork or dangerous liaisons? 



AOcock: sent to prison for five yean 


T he Conservatives have singled 
out crime in foe City as a post- 
election target, but the weaponry 
they have in mind is questionable. 'Tie 
election manifesto pledges to bring 
forward a package of measures de¬ 
signed to modernise foe current sys¬ 
tems for dealing with City fraud. 

New legislation would allow the 
Inland Revenue to pass confidential 
information to the polioe, foe Serious 
Fraud Office (SFO) and other financial 
regulators to assist in the investigation 
of serious financial fraud. 

Fine in principle, were it not for the 
case of Michael Alfaxk, foe Inland 
Revenue investigator jailed for five 
years in February for taking kick-backs 
in his dealings with supposed fax 
evaders. Transcripts from his trial 
show foe extent to which this sharing of 
information could be used to threaten 
individuals for personal gain. 

Trial witnesses told how information 
was exchanged between the Stock 
Exchange surveillance division and foe 
Inland Revenue's Special Office Z In 
one instance, an anonymous property 
developer held a meeting with a Stock 
Exchange official in a pub in Oxford 
Circus, central London, and asked for 
help in “cutting a deal" with foe 
Revenue over a £70.000 tax bill. 

If foe Stock Exchange were to 
intercede, foe informant would blow 


the whistle on an insider dealing ring 
that had allegedly netted several 
million pounds for foe participants. 

Allcock told the court that Alan 
Wilson, a member of foe Stock Ex¬ 
change insider dealing group, tele¬ 
phoned him to say that he had 
monitored some enormous share trans¬ 
actions. performed through Swiss com¬ 
panies and involving £650 million. 
Wilson had a contact who could identify 
who was behind the transactions, but 
■ foe contact “had a tax problem" and 
wanted to know whether it could be 
“sorted out" in return for evidence. 

The person behind foe share transac¬ 
tions was “somebody prominent in the 
investment world”. The approach was 
made in September 1989. 

What foe court did nor hear was that 
the same month Richard Cook, 
Allcock’s “right-hand man" at the 
Inland Revenue, rang John Gwyer, 
then head of tax investigations at 
Coopers & Lybrand. which acted for 
Asil Nadir, chairman of Polly Peck 
International. 

Cook claimed to have obtained infor¬ 
mation from foe Stock Exchange about 
alleged share-ramping of Polly Peck 
shares by Nadir, using offshore front 
companies. The tone was. settle up and 
none of this will come out. The approach 
took place a year before the SFO raid on 
South Audley Management (SAM). 


which handled Nadirs private finan¬ 
cial affairs. 

Increasingly aggressive corres¬ 
pondence culminated in a meeting at 
Coopers & Lybrand in April 1990. Ccx* 
produced lists of transactions In Polly 
Peck shares and made vague refer¬ 
ences to people coming to London to 
collect cash. The upshot was: co¬ 
operate or well have foe largest 
investigation ever imposed by foe 
Inland Revenue. 

In September 1990, the SFO 
launched its ill-fated dawn raid on the 
SAM offices. Shares in PbDy Peck were 
swiftly suspended after losing more 
than half their value in one day. 

The suspicion — and it is no more 
than thar - is that foe Stock Exchange 
tipped off foe SFO, which blundered in 
without thinking through the conse¬ 
quences. The Nadir line is that Polly 
Ffeck would still be prospering were it 
not for the SFO raid. Others will recall 
Nadir’s abortive share buy lack, cou¬ 
pled with the subsequent discovery of a 
“black hole" in foe Pblty Pbck accounts. 

Whatever, the mere suspicion that 
the sharing of information between 
regulators contributed to the collapse 
of a leading company, suggests foe 
need for caution. The Revenue claims 
to have tightened its internal proce¬ 
dures, but the risk remains. A little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing. 


Western firms 
tackle the 
last frontier 

Sarah Cunningham in Moscow looks 


at moving into the Russian market 


F or a British company, 
tackling the Russian 
market for the first 
time is a nerve-racking expe¬ 
rience. Everyone — up to 
and including, it seems, the 
Queen—recognises thar ir is 
an unusually dangerous 
place to do business. 

When the Queen attended 
the official opening of a Boots 
buOding and was told the its 
healthcare arm was ahout to 
launch its Nurofen painkiller 
in Russia she reportedly asked 
— presumably prompted by 
lurid tales of the Russian 
mafia — whether this was not 
a risky matter. 

The answer is that indeed 
it is. But according to West¬ 
ern businessmen working in 
Russia and in other repub¬ 
lics within the Common¬ 
wealth of Independent 
States (CIS) the risks are as 
much to do with an underde¬ 
veloped distribution net¬ 
work, confusing tax and 
property laws, spiralling 
costs and late-paid bills as 
with organised crime. 

However, foe risks and 
high costs are not deterring 
Western companies. 
Mesmerised by the CIS’s 
abundant natural resources 
and its 300 million consum¬ 
ers. with more than 140 
million in Russia alone, they 
have poured in during the 
Nineties. Unilever, which 

sells goods __ 

from Sunsilk 
shampoo to 
Brooke Bond 
tea in foe for¬ 
mer Soviet 
Union, rails it 
“foe largest 

untapped _ 

market in the 

world... the fast frontier". It 
also calls it “an unpredict¬ 
able and difficult place to do 
business" 

Arian Ahkhani, an En¬ 
glishman who runs two 
trading firms in Russia and 
has lived in Moscow for five 
years, says there were 30,000 
Western residents, mainly 
diplomats, in Moscow when 
he arrived. Now there are 
more than 200,000, many of 
them businessmen. 

Boots is spending £10 
million on this week's 
Nurofen launch in St Peters¬ 
burg and Moscow, which is 
much more than it would 
spend on a comparable 
launch in foe West 
It believes that as the first 
branded ibuprofen painkill¬ 
er to be sold in Russia, it will 
have an opportunity to get 
and keep market leadership. 
Advil, the leading US 
ibuprofen brand, is expected 
on foe Russian market next 
year. 

Experience shows. Boots 
says, thar foe first to arrive 
stays first in foe market 
Unilever, Smith Kline Bee- 
cham and Colgate have 
been attacking foe East 
European toothpaste mar¬ 
kets one by one. And in each 
case the first in has won. 

Cost is now the biggest 
single barrier to entry in 
Russia. Mr Alikhani says. 
“The potential {for Boots) is 
good, but it will have to be 
prepared to spend a lot You 
need deep pockets." Com¬ 
panies also need to find a 
good local partner, be says, 
something Boots, which has 


£ The potential 
is good, but 
you need deep 
pockets? 


tested the Russian market 
with throat lozenges, be¬ 
lieves it has already done. 

His father, Masoud 
Alikhani. is chief executive 
of Middlesex Holdings, a 
company that has built up a 
range of interests in the CIS, 
from aluminium to financial 
services, and which floated 
on the London Stock Ex¬ 
change last year. 

The elder Mr Alikhani 
has been visiting Russia 
every few weeks for the past 
nine years and has been 
stunned by foe rise in costs. 
He says “A meal used to 
cost $1. now it costs $70 to 
$80 a bead. A flat in central 
Moscow was $12,000. now it 
is $350,000 to $500,000“ 

An added cost for Western 
companies is paying for 
private security. It is normal 
and quite legal for groups of 
armed guards to be hired to 
protect warehouses, shops 
and offices and bodyguards 
are also widely used. 

Murders of top Russian 
bankers and businessmen 
are frequent and although 
fewer foreigners are target¬ 
ed, there have been enough 
incidents to make people 
who would never bother in 
London or New York de¬ 
pend on bodyguards in 
Moscow. 

Masoud Alikhani never 
uses them and reckons that 

_ the gangster 

problem is 
exaggerated. 
He thinks 
that it was 
much worse 
earlier this 
decade, just 
_ after foe col¬ 
lapse of the 
Soviet system. He thinks 
many of the criminals are 
moving into foe business 
mainstream. There aren’t 
many A) Capones now,” he 
says. 

He admits, however, that 
he has tunned down offers to 
become involved in Russian 
businesses where he sus¬ 
pects he would run up 
against the mafia. These 
include ' lotteries, casinos, 
. and retail operations. Cigar¬ 
ette and alcohol distribution 
are also largely controlled 
by organised crime. 

After the lifting of import 
restrictions, the black mar¬ 
ket for branded goods such 
as Levis and Ray ban sun¬ 
glasses is not what h was. 
But foe enthusiasm for 
Western brands — from 
jeans to soap—has not died 
down. There is still a strong 
preference for foreign rather 
than locally made goods and 
they ran command premi¬ 
um prices. 

This, Boots likes to think, 
is where foe company comes 
in. Barry Clare, managing 
director of Boots Healthcare 
Internationa], says foe com¬ 
pany has no ambitions to 
sell to every Russian. The 
target market for ibuprofen 
is only twoand force million 
people in Russia. 

For foe average person. 
Nurofen will cost the equiv¬ 
alent of about £2 for a pack 
of 12—ten times the cost of a 
locally made painkiller. 
Only the wealthy will be 
able to afford Western cures 
for their Russian-produced 
headaches and hangovers. 


The European Parliament announces that 
for procedural reasons it has reissued the 
call for tenders in connection with the 
furniture and artificial plants for the 
European Parliament Information Centre 
(library and ancillary services) in the 
Leopold Complex in Brussels, comprising 
counters, shelving, tables, seats, 
armchairs,shelves, drawer units and office 
accessories such as coat-stands,wastepaper 
baskets, trolleys etc... 

The same announcement has already been 
published in English in The Times at the 
beginning of March 1997. 

The deadline far the submission of tenders, 
initially set at 1 April 1997, has been put 
back to 16 May 1997. 

The notice was sent to the Official Journal 
on 5 February 1997 and the notice 
correcting the deadline was sent on 
25 March. 

A visit to the site is set for 15 April 1997 

Further information may be obtained from 
Mr Dino CANTOREGGI, Head of the 
Buildings Technical Management Eh vision 
in Brussels, Fax (+32) (0) 2 2844966 
quoting the reference ‘Epicentre’. 


— t 
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Shares slide in thin trading 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after file day of trade. Chan; 
the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend, 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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52 

1041V- 13 45 160 

5009V- 46V 10 295 
(S 


OTHER FINANCIAL 


101V 94 Aberdeen hi 

3BS7 250 Amort 
124*, IttVBWDt 
87V 67V Berry Ha Mri 

363 273 Brtec nr 

TIB 164 V tow Ddptat 
78ZV 750 CtaUrt 
2608 2775 Curia 
470 380 CtaMK 

332 263 Cana 

214*.- iSTVOmtes totad 
58*i OV Cotta 
*6 3fi6VCtar Brest 
157V 134 ST Enurt 
510 54ZVEFU 
56V 48V Eta 

366V 270 toned 
J66V 2?4 Hanens 
1430 1125 Hertra 
BE 94v named Ca 

ZSftt 222vhn Stee 
22ft, l97Vriane SW 

lift, Dftrrinwo try 

4® 4G5 LaynU J 

5D3V 429VL0nta Hf 
437V 29ft, Lm FaeMngi 
229*. ZOfttUntei FVcSc 
111V 94vlm Ste B 
3J0V lTJVMaa H) 6 F 
MCA ICSftU 5 G 
1420V 1177V ■« 

170*, usvPaagm 
2765 m Popeia) 

UFt 500 PBMMt 
337 303 RWtertBa 

60S 47V He* I 


04 - V 4J 103 
31ft,- 13 19 771 

112 - IV 67 110 
1 20 110 
6V . 

IV 64 122 

1 10 34 

. 17 130 

. 87 17 7 
ft, 33 184 
. 2.7 612 


78V + 
332V- 
164V- 
7® - 

316 + 
19ft, 
56V + 
430 
136V 
544 
5ft- 
Vft* 
T*1 + 
1305 - 
95V 
224 - 
Z13V + 

i?etv 

465 

4*1 V- 
378 - 
215 - 
96 - 
IBSV 


710 
11 156 
21 153 
50 
ioj ai 
5.B 140 
19 »4 
4 3 196 
26 
48 153 


41 


1144 + 
151V- 

ais -. 

5E0V 

350 

47V 


19 56 
so a? 
u as 
Ft 10 117 
V 62 ... 

1 15 171 

60 100 
ft 14 22 4 
ft, 30 200 


V 


20 73 
20 1S0 
17 10.1 
41 143 
27 111 


BRO^flJNbS 






1997 

i*r te 


Slack 


Pita 

£ 


H£i 


tow 

»« 


SHORTS (under 5 years} 


1 <#*r 

l(XV 

IQE^i 

w. 

101 *» 

II0V 

114*3 

1Q9S, 

10A 

IHVr 

■Off* 

Vhc 

IlftV, 

106S 

IU"b 

lift* 

1 !?=* 

lOl’i 


lDOSi 

l«*v 

10139 

107V 
TOO*, 
IQPV, 
111 °a 
(DA 
IM 1 V. 
(Q9V 
106 
W-» 
187V 
IDA 
iffiS, 

n6>» 

100V 

96** 


Trass 7% 1997 
7ieaSU%iW 
Eta 1511997 
Earn i9W 
Iras 7*A 1995 
Tte 148 15SWH 
Iras 15V* 19» 
tofi (7X1991 
Inm9V9i1999 
te 1A% 1999 
IraslftA 1999 
Tr»ni9W 
CMrlftAIW 
Cnn2000 
%mn2000 

lira i A 2000 
tarn (A am 
Ins 7\ 2801 


100*3 
lM»a 
10A 
13?'- 
IWft. 
ItfPV, 
HI 
«7"a 
ID*'. 
109 ■* 
lOFVr 
97“»r 
107*9 
lD4*Vr 
l02*« 
116V, 
lOB-i. 
98-a 


- *• 

- *3 


- 

- V 

- V 

- ** 
- *» 

- *3 

- V 

- Vi 


696 

8E7 

1432 

721 
12 » 
Oil 
711< 
11 ? 
11(9 
994 
6 M 
956 
8 £3 
703 
1119 
921 
711 


807 

627 

644 

657 

605 

427 

EB 

604 

609 

706 

703 

706 

720 

73S 

731 

733 

741 

740 


MEDIUMS (5 to IS years) 


454 

176 

122*. 

109V 

Tim ft 1200! 

US". 

- V 

869 

753 

INDK-UNKEDonw^watai* 

1W 

5% 

366 

1ft°* 

IIBV 

treraftMOS 

102V 

- V 

707 

752 

imv 

11ft» 

ire* *.«** raw 

tiyv 

2.83 

331 


116V 

lll'a 

lira 101 2003 

n 2 

_ 

093 

759 

167-a, 

164V 

Xoati 2*A 2001 

1B5V - V 

144 

420 

n6"» 

110V 

bait 11 *A 2001-04 

nrv 

- V 

ran 

re 

184V 

t*PV 

Iras Z 2VO 2003 

Ifl - V 

3BT 

05? 

13? 

B£**o 

02** 

Fred 3Vfc 199MM 

Cl! 

- V 

431 

636 

IMV 

11PV 

IOeL«A2MH 

IlftV - V 

112 

352 


114*1. 

110V 

to PA 700e 

11DV 

- V 

&S 

762 

195*V 

1« 

hraiaans 

t«PV - V 

S2S 

a a 


S8«s 

94*. 

bsapAJOW 

9P» 

— 'h 

709 

758 

178V 

170". 

IrralTPlTOH 

171V - V 

134 

ia 

9? 

108V 

104»« 

lira 8*A tab 

UJ5V 

- V 

6C6 

766 

163V 

176V 

bmt?*A2011 

177V - V 

139 

set 

IIP* 

inrv 

to9*:43)05 

110*V 

- V 

as# 

750 

ISO",, 

1+<ft, 

Iretl 2*A2W1 

M5*V - "p 

343 

is 

j, 

128**b 

1?4 ? V 

Traa 12VO 200346 

12W 

- 'll 

998 

761 

161V 

ISTV 

TrmLft«Mi6 

ISP- - “» 

3.47 

is 

w j 

KH’o 

av 

lira i'A 2006 

9ft> 

«■ V 

101 

770 

154V 

147V 

tm 1742020 

Uft - V 

153 

ara 

363 

1QP. 

9T» 

Inst TbX ant 

IDO 

V 

775 

7 74 

ia*v 

122V 

IiraL2*AM24 

123V - *» 

355 

366 

632 

IM'* 

100'V 

lira 09.2002-06 

10D*VI 

- V 

794 

706 

1J6V 

UPS, 

Ins I4*rt 2030 

120*St - *„ 

355 

aa 


rag* 


5ri* 


Prior 

C 


tori 


133V, 

IlftV, 

1I4A, 

incN. 


IUV, 
105 V, 

101V. 


tolMW 
1msB*A!W7 
lira 01 JOT 
titanZttB 


1194. ? - Vi 

1D5*„ - S 

«BV 7 - *» 
lOVVs - "a 


966 

807 

825 


7i0 
7 74 
726 
701 


LONGS (over 15 years) 


91V 

l!5*Ve 

nsvi 

107*. 

1WA, 

IDT**. 

1 «*to 

10 ft. 


BE*. 

UBV 

UBV 

*P» 

1 I»»*» 

aw. 

imv 

inft. 

101 *. 


Tree PA *010 
Care 9W20H 

imnanz 

lira 5*A 2000-12 

Dranzori 
Ins MOTT-15 
in* rn.au v 

Iren M 2017 

TrKXI 


Bff"* - V, 

189°. - V 

110 *. - 
8 l*ii - '• 

101*. t - 


101V 

100V 

imv 


- Vi 

- *v> 

- "■ 


12 \ 

870 

117 

676 

700 

743 

707 

IK 

705 


784 

703 

784 

7.51 

705 

707 

70? 

707 

702 


UNDATED 


47”e 

3ft. 

54V. 


43"b 

Sft*. 

4ft. 


VBlLHftA 

TnasZVl 

Cmtestv 


44**3 — V. 

38"b - V 

flo. + v 


7B 

809 

604 


1997 

Mte to Onpay 


EA SAftCta Id 

ItaV IZTVSage S feed 
46V J7V ton in 
A ft.lrei «da 
UB*, ?I 10m 

K 2 V 310 tkma 


57V- V 11 
IS - V 46 115 

426 . S8 107 

ijtt ♦ izv 16 ir: 

IK2 * 9V 18 149 

IM - 1 43 US 

riS 1 ? 

3V- V. 

SV ?l 
50 15 


79 

370 


PHARMACEUTICALS 


364V IS EM Bdact 
1115 665 Canto Ptaras 

673 470 Eeri-ra 

3Tft,n»B«oro 
230 177V Cnees 
1173V aasvGbm Mctt 
20 IKVri. Iteranris 
J30V 25? Hedrat 
<0 zavPqede lira 
a? OTrFtaK tat 
737V XftiGcctta 
?46 216 9are?beres 
*V bAStytfUm 

*av reevtadutort 

332 OTVTbsp tab be 

707V iCVtoW 

425 2X0 Ha& 

' 15B5V Zarttet 


U 224 
.. «J 
20 


ISM 


SC - 3 
977V- 30 
557V- 5 
956*,- I 
256 - B 
MiB7 - $ 

180V- 1* 

303 + > 

no 

S7V+ S 
05 - 2* 

J23V- 1* 

M - 19V 23 216 

jWi “ 9 

frea 

3S> 

172A- (5 


25 245 


PRINTlfJG & PAPER 


% 

782 

S5 

331 

2D> 

SIV 


?4V 

148 

234 


136 AG HoUngs 
712V Ad 
iftlW (fcfc 

151 Am wamt 

120 Aspen JSbsj 
17V Bam Pass 
W, 42ft,Boaett 
229V lKP,Bta9Mt 
2646V 2i7B*iBotae> he 
3?iv jarvtonn m 
745 650 a Pm^rerri 

14V0r Itorin 
116 Brion Op 
193V BsEtJ 

_ 18GVCrtftri Ms 
MV 333VEnwo Irita 
STS', 5Z3V0e U to 
7«V MVDUy* Geeete 
■•24': mhtktftrn Rtt 
TSV E2Vrm«| Grirtt 
238 2© Fegan bd 

165*: l35VFta£rt 

134 invfcmsk 

24ft, ZQDVriW Po« 
452 397 In. B BDOrtT 

(28V Wftilfr HoWdgs 

IffiV iTft.Uxriaw 

Ifift, EBVJfita Ep 
47! 406V Ptrtmbml 

179V 1E7VR)rai 
22 25 ton Quran 

171 J17VFEMM1 

ssrv siava to G# 

593*. (63 ton 
JV (VSed 
114V 9SvSdta 
314 237V Sred Dart) 
176 155 Snell Ud) 

165 86'.-Some 

105 7ft,Writ 

328V OT'iMrtfttfm 
448 384 WrttaBkf 

242V MOvWvntaaoi 


55 1IJ 
16 MB 


4 7 169 
4J 
25 IIJ 
45 
17 


136 
755 

56*i+ IV 
I99V+ 1 
1» - 71 
21V + V 
432V 

166 + V 
2300 - 25 
J0IV- 1 
652*i- 1 
19 

117 - I 
216 + 2 
IBSV 

355 + 1<; 14 130 
S3V- W 5.7 114 
74V ■ • ■ 

22 ft* IS 

62V 

5 


16 . 

15 112 

3a 


205 - 
138V + 
lift, 
231V- 
«S - 
IK 

174 - 
152V 


14 148 
40 

60 145 
II 109 

1 22 104 
84 436 

2 36 117 

1 45 109 

U trr 

IV 30 
2ft, 51 111 


457V- 2V 18 235 


167V- 
25V 
333 - 
SS - 
464',+ 

? 

1MV+ 1 
743V+ 4 
15JV .. 
145 - IB 
32V- 3 
319 - 1 
364 - 
181V- 


55 16« 
. 12 
ZV 51 239 


24 192 

42 


84 


55 


22 

35 

10 _ 
25 145 
3 45 . 

1 38 165 
JV 14 
1 12 110 


PROPERTY 


87 7SVAfted Lon 

471V flBVAfBrt 
174 138 AUa 

« XVAstam te 

252V 1BD Bnrtreart 
263V 224V Moil 
220V tOSVBMiy 
17V 5VBotai to 
5ft 3VtBumcU 
301V ZSBVtedbtd 
558 490 Brute 

213 177V Mian 

IS 131 BUM 
137 112 05 

242V ZIBVCap 


79 

43V 
138V 
34V 
233V 
24ZV- 
t* - 

6 i 

47V 


. Z75 
55 ITS 
52 131 


»*; 


33 .. 

15 210 


(V ?0 4M 
177V- 1 66 15 



aav (95 
IA ftCtfsfe 
14V MVCtert M 
313V 279 taSttU 
660 560 CtaketMl 
Q CriJotoo U 
45V CBy SfcE* 
94 Ctaebnd Id 
65V CMC Preps 


73 

57V 


!«V IJfttootaJ^ 


IV 


M07V 

M^toStotta 7ft 
TDVEMncqr Bb 71V 
1 MV Irion 179 

£:£XS?£c 

«4V0^ 




63 Ftori prop 
25V Fri (Mo 
ZftRtetoKbo 
65 Ms tom 
SSVftrtaa au« nr 
561VFnnm 

SOTreUMtar 
-BariP 

UQV& Pretodri 
182V HftGraerithetktA 
IMV 147VGrt)rtM 
13BV 94 Kansan Qatar 
*50 397 toaraaf 

9ft a togilia Trial 
441V saftHdcll Bar 

X 3T, 

32V Ift 
1IHV 137V 
176 148 rimyd in + 

ft DVKeaMd ft 

97V 8DV15M NS 

IZft. 117V Ink M 116V 

799 TJOVUte Ita 7S4V- 

3S2V 332VLmtalM 33* - 
a 33 IM S Assoc 37 
ft 3*.lM 8 Mm 4V 

120V 97V Lan Mute SK 114 
498 428VMEPC 463V- 

165 152 UtHq Sotsf 165 

5ft 44VUanrta Uarf *6 + 
18 A 153VKtorea 156*, 

33V 77vaimSdd Ed 30 - 
1561*. lSaftUeunrtc* i»l*. 

15* 135 lludim (AM 14ft 

30 34 DEM 37 

BV 47V OSS 5ft 

30V ZXVOto Plop 28 1 . 

1B3V 155 V P3T I73V 

KlV 471V7Wf 546V 

Z3S iflftpihi Prey 21ft 
3BV 22vPratea tod 31V 
1*5 137vaukrtn 139V 

2SV ZlVtapri 21V- 

<3 33 ffeflfflw 39*. 

227*1 167vto*aan Secs 20ft 
raft rosvfbmrir «ft- 
85 61V9HBrtu Pret 75 + 
E5V ar.'Jtee Eerie «▼ S2V 
119 91 SMta 110 - 

99 66 5M Ud » 

194 is£ tetetn 

293 TRIVSbiite Estrta 

247V l«3 5tat i/t 

lift IMVSMsMf tote 
B7V 7ft 18^ 

191V IGftlete Erti 

XCft 68 TomCMK 

1<5V ITTitoienl M 
ISV 96V LK Und 

253*, ?14V«ned 
?35 208 MaMt 

BBV BE*, Kies 


06 340 
20 K.7 
13 274 


'ti** 


5 2 

40 S3 


10 316 
45 185 
10 735 
ZJ 56.1 


(62V 


268V+ ft 43 199 

nn- ft 48 to 


Ift 2? team u« 

lift 61*, Wert Jem D 


105V 
TSV 
I91*i+ 
91V 
145 
lift 
234V 
22BV 
30U+ 
22 - 
8SV 


10 
16 JDL4 
(V 16 41 7 
49 14? 
1? 115 
44 89 
85 144 
42 171 


RETAILERS, FOOD 


129*. K&VJUMfiMfi 
552 415 Berta tos 

47 39 Brttm 

16*. i4*.Cdm 
50 41V Day Fun id 

487V 378 Frata 
62V ir.-teteon 
137V 95 fyfcit 

1750 1335 GreggS 
1 DDV Sftbeted fintrt 
337V 277V M toe 
164V 1« Uaz»> (W)t 
67V 47 Pan fixes 

ft EVton HHI 

430 399 fcEam 
40? 307 Stentoy J 
.. KIVSanrftetf 
371V 327 Ten* 

241V HBV Demand 

475 335VWata* Ptatept 


HB*.- 

490 

39V 

ISV 

46V+ 

410 

«9V 

97V 

1738 


IV « IW 
... 26 
.. 41 90 

40 

V 70 71 
24 170 

.. 63 (16 

24 

23 17J 


91V- IV 7.4 70 


302V- 

ia 

5ft- 

ft 

357 ♦ 
334 - 
179 + 
347 
241V 
455 - 


83 iej 
10 141 
87 13B 


< 41 IU 
2 45 137 

V 63 70 
15 15.4 
28 . . 
ft 46 120 


RETAILERS. GENERAL 


JlZV 172*1 Atom 
172V i» rites 
1. 777V Arid CtaCB 

76ft HIl'iAttIT 
ICS 125V £Ky Brin) 
2*7V 3BVto» Heed 
157, lilVBBBe H 
133V 12lV8teBfta 
119 96 Betamre 

MTV SEGSBriSlte 
a®% 172 Body top 
7IXV 597V Been 

ii a rit» 

44ft 377VBw«»# 
Ifift MSVMM 
624V 509 C d ta ig a 
32Ti zn<iOa*aM 
550 505 Danrif 
25ft 179 Quirt Cant 
ii5V a nycmai 
555 517V Court FMarif 

GSfi 540 DF5 Fridtn 
548V 474 DbOK Dip 
25V 19V Ok Baton 
5 3*. BRA St 

1COV TTVEsrt hn 
137 120 On 
293 HftFta AH Oex 
155V llftfrid Esrtrt 
ZMV fTTVflttatotrtt 
SV TOvEatartB 
315 267 teed Cn 
142H 115 FanGcSfl 
fift 4ftGria 
444V 37ftEtertBtesGp 
60SV 579 OS? 

313V SftHU Fatah* 
4013BVNWM 
87*, fftrtlopw 6p 
564 136 fife* 01 hart 

81V 7ft ItigWS (TJ) 
42ft 266 JJB Stott 
706 E2ZVXh|Bitot 
303V (S3 OntayGrt 
367V IBftr 
200 GTVI 


17ft 

(SV* 

277V 

676*,+ 

131V- 

243V 

ISO 

134 

10SV- 

38ft- 

186 V- 


46 . 
1.1 23.1 
£9 200 
09 303 
12 254 
57 155 

12 Si 

13 145 
00 254 
ZS ITS 


E85V+ ft 15 183 
7ft . . 

38ft- 2 20 BS 
® - i y 193 
557V+ 16V 18 21.1 
ft 21 220 


287V- 
53 - 

744 

lift 

550 

540 - 
544 + 
23 + 
4 

77V- 
1S 
385 
143V + 
255V 
Ift 
319 
129V+ 
47V 
387V ■+ 


. IB 
32 ... 

19 

07 »4 

1 U 275 
5V 20 ai 
V . . 

11 .. 
ft 71 
12 
.. 72 

2 20 . 
.. Zfl 1 7.4 
. 11 

.. 10 US 
6 7.1 

59 Ml 
IB 214 


81 


£41 - SV 13 166 
10 379 
J 


225 V- 

rev 
155 V- 
Bffi- 
404 + 
677 - 
15ft- 
367V 
77V 


as 

4.0 

3 4.4 420 

V 42 192 
17V 1.1 162 

V 15 162 

1 30 ... 

05 . 

. 455 


mr 

M0i (job Coras®, 


+/- 


3*7, 141VMR 
5117, 450V Haat 
545 445 Moure: i 

26*. SVMctffctel 
1410 US: Mere tea 
437V yyiHed 
4ft avow* (61 
ia 477V0nftrae H) 
74V BVPraMgi Fril 

«v avostop 
32P, JfiVltertyi 
65V TftSBB 
36V av&gri Ow 
484 423 SritaW 

1110 3710 SOteDte 
305V ?32 Station 

iso Hi' «(« 

202V I75VT 8 5 Stats 
S8V 159 Drart 
Wi 186V Ik Irik 
4 j una 4 Sara 
543V OlVttntoe 
a 19 HEW Bmp 
417V (JZVVMa 
121V 76V Old ti Lcafto 
MV 23ftW|ecrtl 


144 V- 
490V+ 
471V 
23V 

1390 - 


a 

MTi 
72V 
39V 
323V- 
74 + 
3EV 
450 - 
970 

237 ♦ 
1« 
195V 
163 + 
18ft 
ft 

508*1+ 

» 

131V 

117*1- 

275V) 


ft 40 U P 
IV 30 193 
37 123 
S.1 

ft 17 783 
3 32 193 


30 755 
53 141 
49 

IV 11 ... 

1 87 603 


V 43 
25 

3V 40 1S8 
53 iro 
. il 

V 102 126 

13 187 
. ... 17? 
6 i5 186 
. . W7 


21 245 
21 190 


SUPPORT SERVICES 


WO 1300 *T 
525 396 A£A Tedi 

111 97 Atari Aripft 

43V UVAWaran 
387V 309 Mbs WS 
155*, UfteWto 
457V 394VBFP 

io?v isnesu 

699 416 BTG 

m eVStabtoata 
510 473 Btants ha 

1262V 04D CMC 
ZSJV ZZ2VDK . 

S05 560 cm 
82G 485V Crib 

9 SvCtam 
439V 308 cum Sex 
236 ITftCm SmcesT 
Xh 45v Court orag 
346 250VDCS to 
270V 232V 0ns Scmb 
9in m Dc*rt 
a? 170 Ourty jMUtl 
77, 49*i FW fat 
iao avB on tet 
£07 465 FI tete 

576V 516 Ihqi 
lift 194V r 
837 830 

295 296 _ 

IK*, taiAabnan 
£22 S2lVtotel 9w 
37V 25VUau-5to 
278V i56VLaMtaa 
115 lOTVltigb 
1067V 675 logicat 

T 

£32 527VIMI ' 

rwv as m_ 

4A>V 337V Mm 4 
97*.- 47VMetin«e Mm 
1237*: 913VUtn Fws 
i78v i46Vllttngat 
«31V 1065 Mrisi 
HMV 167V10% Cp 
MV 90V bne Gmp 
*3V ITVOitul 
230v 154 V P 8 P 
953*, 412V Pin IritlrtQt 
566 4Z7VPtad 
«0 Pegm 
96 Pam 
(18 ftae-ifat 

IDVfiwifco) 

_220 BD) 

220V 129VFPS Group 
65 C (bdact 

265 225 Deri Tm 
7ft 59V none 
165*, 130*1 Read Encrtw 
145 107 Ifeflna Sst 

49?v wrvaetati or 
145V lOS-.ltonla Enact 
lift lasvam Me 
452V 3G2VRtik 6 Mate 
B9SV 530 toe Ep 
323V 279V Sanaa (Q 
165 12i Saridenoe Bs 

405 33B Sofia Aopt 

143 1D66 Sana Gp 

nr, 66ft sim air 

143V 124VSrtrti £ McEhp 
278 195 Sari Iter 

102V 05V Sirtrtey 

23ft HTTVaX-Pta. 

475 395 Sinraape w 

49VIBIB Ereuol 

S4vwa>amt 

257 terra Hern 
215 UUeMgiM 
reovHtate^ 


151ft- 17V 


455 - 
96 

35 - 
Sift* 
1S5 - 
45ft 
ISV- 


2.1 310 
84 125 
1 18? 
1 25 229 

IV 59 
.. 17 
I 65 . . 


v«; + 16V 00 


ft 

473 - I 
1130 - 25 
ZS3V 

7!ft- Z* 
670 
9 + 

423 - 
191V- 
46V 
316V- 
2G5V 


60 . • 

21 24 2 
07 . 

22 294 
ft 13 71 

. U V.) 
V 21 222 
TV Zfi ZM 
4 S3 . 

84 

I 06 S3 
50 136 


W2V- Ift 113 


210 - 
5ft+ 

re - 

46ft 
533V+ 
3» + 


- 7 


- 5 


JfiO 

156 

15? 

15V 

253 


?74 - 
9ft + 

565 

27*, 

26ft- 

tosv 
3(9 
160*1 
« 

S3D 
91V 
«ZV 
48V 

1197V- 10 
17BV 

117S - 30 
178 

33V . 
39V ♦ ' 

210 - 1 

542 
460 
368 

117V- 

12IV+ 

11 

230 

IBS': 
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THE TIMES FRIDAY APRIL 41997 



■ CHOICE 1 

Mary Black sings 
From the Heart 
during her only 
London concert 

VENUE: Sunday at the 
Barbican Centre. 



■ CHOICE 2 

Ricochet Dance 
Company performs 
a new work by 
Javier de Frutos 

VENUE: Tomorrow at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hail 



■ CHOICE 3 

James MacMillan’s 
Clarinet Concerto 
is given its 
world premiere 

VENUE:Tonight at the 
Usher HalJ. Edinburgh 



■ POP! 

In praise of 
Luscious Jacksotu 
four American girls 
who like their music 
scratchy, restless, 
honest — and loud 


LONDON 

FHOM TT£ HEART- Two consecutive 
woahsnds of Irish hiusjc baqm lonighl 
wnh a concert by DoruJ Limy's Wheels 
of (ha Worid Band, teaming Liam 
OTitoonJai (Hothouse Romos) and 
Maos Bremen. (Ctamad) Tomorrow, 
Paul Brady ts jwnad on stage by Atari, 
end on Sunday Maiy BlacK gwes her 
only London show (Ns year. 

BwWcan SDK Street ECS (0171-638 
8891). Al performances at 7 30pn 

LANGUAGE ROULETTE-Dareah 
Candle's tasMaflong pfay set n a Beflasl 
pub on a pound-a-ptnt night wham 
lo*ty tisns to dangerous tnrth-teSng 
Ten Lorn tfeeas The? TMertxn 
Theatre production. EBghtty recast from 
last year s suocess&u premiere 
Bush. Shepherds Bush Green. W12 
(0181-743 3388) Opens lontgW. 7pm 
Then Mon-SaL Bpm Until April 35 

RICOCHET DANCE COMPANY-A 
new two-part ptoepamme reludas 
Rosemary Lue s debut won for the 
company. Treating (ha Night Ram 
Javier ds Ftutos's second piece tor 
Rhaxhar — AS vtWfdrs fanny hapfxnoas. 
Mira Oy coming, setup by gang — ta 
set to StravircJty's Los Nocss 
Queen Elizabeth Hafl, South Bank. 

SE1 (0171-9804242) Tomorrow. 

7 45pm. 0 

ENDYMION ENSEMBLE' hryse 
OMstowtez. viokn. Jane Salmon. csOo, 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Gflflan Maxey 


and Mchaet Dussak. piano, perform 

Brahms's Ceta Sonata In F end Pleno 

Trio to C minot. and Bach's Partita tor 
sotavnfn 

Beckheeai Conc e rt Hate. 33 Lae 
Hoad, SE3 (0181-463 0100) Sunday. 
1130am. ’ 

ELSEWHERE 

BELFAST Dmitry SMcmebfy 
ctmckias (he Ulster Orchestra In 
Mendelssohn's overture to A 
Mdsummsr risghra Dream. Shchedrr'B 
/Tusstor Photographs and Biot's 
Symphony *i c. JearvLouK Steuerman 
lotos the orchastra tar Beethoven's 
Plano Concerto Not 
Ulster Hod. Bedford Street (01332 
233340). rontght, 745pm. 

BLACKPOOL Tha Shobana 
Jayaskrgh Danca Company performs 
Romance witfa footnotes and a now 
work. PdftppsesL performed to a 
composiban by Graham RWn. 

Grand. 33 Church Strata mi 253 
28373). Tomorrow. 8pm £) 


EDINBURGH: The Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra gtras tha world 
premtare ol Jares MacKI Han's Ctannet 
Concerto. NWan (sofcSsl John Cu^wg). 
The preqramme Deludes both 
Schubert's and Nielsen's Symphony No 
5. Pad Daniel conducts. Repeated 
tamonow, Glasgow Royal Concert Hal. 
Usher HaB. Lotfmn Road (0131-228 
1155) Taught 730pm © 

HUDOBISFiaO- The Huddarafleld 
Poetry FesHval celebrates 4s tenth 
aresveisary over the nest tores 
wsstends (today and uxnomw, Apr! 1» 
and 12, April 18 and 19) wfih an 
tonovattw programme « performance, 
music, theatre end rmme 
Uarfla Centra. Northumberland Street 
(01484 4SK70J. Todsy-Aprt 19 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Art RretDovfaPiernfc^ Margaret 
Hunter(0171-7340380. . Caflo.'Lte 
Pissano (0171-4356660) Goattie- 
tneUtut Lows Cortrlh am HisTimes 
(0171-411 3400)... National: 
t>scoraring the Itafiai Baroque: The 
Duns Mahon OaOecOon (0171-74? 

2385) . National Portrait Vartalfcns 

on a Thome' 150 Yeats ol Photographs 
at British Composers; August Send& 
(0171-0060055). . Pe ntag r a m: Tory 
Evans (0171-220 3477]... Royal 
Academy: Braque: The Late Works 
(0171-438 7438).. Royal Overseas 
League J*k» Ph ilip (0171-4080214) 


□ AMERICAN BUFFALO' Douglas 
Heraiielt. Nell Sfaiec and Nicholas 
WocdEson ptay tha Hires smaB-tme 
crooks n Dadd Mamet's gripping 
drama Undsay Posner directs. 
YoungVlc.6STheCut.SE1 (0171-928 
63631. Final performances tontghi and 
tomorrow. 7 30pm. rnaJSat. 230pm 

□ THE HOMECOMING. Pintere 
um&rvng comedy, set n a north 
London house where Dawd Bradley s 
butymg Man leads the sbuggto to 
possess ha efctast son's wta {Undsay 
Duncanl. Roger Michel chaos. 
NaBenal (Lyttelton). South Birtt. 3Ei 
(0171-928 2252). Tonight-Sal 7 30pm. 
mat Sat. 2.15pm In rep 

□ THE IMPORTANCE OF BONG 
OSCAR- Mchaal MucUammAt's 
celebrated tribute to Wide, rrvjwvyy 
revived by Simon CaAow, oomeymg the 
wit. the gravity, the cfetress 

Savoy. Strand, WC2 (0171-838 8888). 
Mon-Set. 8pm; mats Wed and Sat, 3pm. 

■ IVANOV Ralph Fiennes heads n 
spiendte cast n Jonathan Kent's 
esceflent production ol ChetoWs first" 
produced play 

Almeida. Almeida Street. N1 (0171 -359 
4404). Man-Sal. 7 30pm; mate Sat 3pm 
Until April 12. 

□ LADY WINDERMERE'S FAN 
Braham Murray's production ol Wilde 
down ftom Manchester tors ten-week 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jtramy 

of theatre showing In London 
■ House fun, return* only 
D Some seats avafabie 
□ Seats at aft prices 


season GabnaHe Drake plays Ihe 
woman eflh a past Rebecca Johnson 
Ihe virtuous wits wfthoui a molher. 
Theatre RoyaL HaymarfteL SW1 
(0771-9308800) Mon-Sat 8{pm; macs 
Thura. 3pm. Sat 5pm. 

El POPCORN: Ben atm's bfeterfag 
comedy about movte violence. A 
rarararioesquaclinx^ gate hte come¬ 
uppance when two serial Idlers [great 
playing by Patrick O'Kane and Dena 
Davis) blame him farther mtsdaeds 
Apollo, Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5070) Mon-Sat 8pm; mate 
Wed. 3pm. and Sat 4pm 

□ ROMANCE, ROMANCE: Musical 
double-tSJ by Barry Harman and KaOh 
Hermann, derived from a Sctntaer hh 
oMove in old Wanna coupled with a 
modem versKn set on Long Island 
Duedsd by Steven Daxfer 
GJelflud Stiaitesbuiy/wenjB, W 1 


(0171-494 5065) Mon-Sat, 8pm; mats 
Thus and Sat 3pm 

□ THBIAGAM...: A new Lyric 
RaMUB. drawing or ihe sharper items 
from yeara gone by. plus Iraati material 
Nell Bartlett dkecta Daamond Bamt, 
Dawn French, Sheila Hancock and Naf 
MuAvkay. wtih John Gould ai ihe piano. 
Lyric. King Street t-famman sulh . W6 
(0181-7412311). Mon-Sat. 730pm; 
mafiti Sat 2.30pm. UnS April 19. 

□ WOMEN ON THE VERGE OF 
HNT: Marie Jones and CToon Potock in 
(ora with Daniel CDameD Ffit Irish 
comedy bot their davteams are a bit 
cbviouB. s omehow. 

VeudsvBe. Strand. WC2 (0171 -836 
9387) Mon-Sri. 7.45pm; mats Thure 
and Sat, 3pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers- Phoenix (0171-369 
1733) . Bests: New Lwxkxi (0171- 
4050772). . O The Complete 
Works of WnomShakoapaara 
lAbridgecn-Criterion (0171-360 1737) 

□ Martin Cuena- Prince Edward 
(0171-447 5400) ..BUS 
B te dwble e Palace (0171-4340909) 

□ bffssSMgon. Druy Lana (0171-494 
5400). . □ The Mousetrap 

St Mann's (0171-8361443) 

T1c*b( utormaOon supplied by Society 
ol London Thaalre 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ FEVER PITCH (151 Football-crazed 
teacher laSs m love Appealing version ol 
Nick Hornby'S boolt, wrtri Collr Firth. 

Ruth Gemmed. Dtredor. David Evans 
Ctapham Picture Hooaa (0171-498 
3323) Odeonst Kenatogton 101B1-315 
4214) Marble Arch (0181-315 4218) 
Swiss Cottage (0181-315 4220) West 
End (01B1-315 4221) RHzy (0171-737 
2121) UC1 WMIsieys (0990-8889901 
Virgin Chelsea (0171-352 50961 

♦ HARD M9I (18).'Tensifln among 
London Mrrien. MorctoctoOs British ' 
thriler«ithof«artliiJiipjUlrf- ‘ i‘ 1 
ABC Piccadilly (Ol 71-437 3561) 

A SELF-MADE MSRO (15)' Jacques 
Audiaid's. captivating fikn about a bogie 
Resterance here hi Ihe Second Wbrid 
War. vwth Matthteu Kasaovta 
Ciszon Mayfair (0171 380 1720) 
Phoenix (OiBi-883 2233) Reno)r(pi71- 
837840® Rto 10171-254 6677) 

TOKYO FIST (18): Cyberpunk love 
tnangte bom Japanese (SreaorSHnya 
Tsukamoto Nor for the squearresh 
iCA Cbrama 10171-930 3647) 

CURRENT 

♦ THE ENGLISH PATIENT (15): Map- 
making Ralph Fiennes smoutoers with 
passion far Krista Scott Thomas. Epic, 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geolf Brown's assessment of 
rams In London and (where 
hKflcsted with the syntixd ♦ | 
on release across the courttry 


imangam. Biough not quite worth al 
the praise Qrector, Anthony Wnghada. 
Chntaee (Q17t-351 3742) Cla p l «' 

. Picture House (0171-498 3323) 
r^t^azon WM Bid (01 n-3891122) 
Odeonc Kenatngton (0181-315 4214) 
Marble Arch 10181-315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage (0161-3154220) Plaza (0990- 
B88 990) Renoir (0171-B37 8402) 
Richmond (0181-332 0030) Rto (0171- 
254 6877) Rltqr(0in-7372121) 
Scr— non Bater Street (0171-935 
2772) Scnen on Ihe Green (0171-228 
35201UCI WhMeya (099O88S BKJ 
Vbgto FUham Reed (0171 370 2636) 
Warner (0171-437 4343) Watermen* 
(D1B1-5681176) 

♦JERRY MAGUIRE (15)'A sports PR 
agent gets a cons t tenca Enjoyable, if 
overlong comedy, vnth Tom Cruise. 
Empire (0990 888®0) Odeoue; 
Kensington (0181-315 4214) Maitta 
Arch (0181-315 4216) Series Cottage 


(0181-315 4220) Plaza I 
588990) UCtWhtteCeysffiiOffiW 
888990) Virgins: Chetoea (0171-352 
5096) FvOmm Road (0171 -370 2836) 
TrocadaraQ (0171-434 0031) 

♦ SPACE JAM (U): Sports star 
MKtiaal Jordan coOdes won characters 
from Looney Tutes cartooRSw 

Ctapham Picture Houm (0171-49& 
3323) Odom: Kenstogton (0181-315 
4214) Marble Arch (0181-3154216) 
Svrisa Cottage (0181^15 4220) Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) (Id WhHaleyeQ -■ 
{099088899Q) Wglns: Chelees (0171-' 
3S25099) Tiocadawfipt 71-484 .{ 
00311 Warner (0171 -437 4343) 

♦WH-L1AM SHAKEBPEARMB 
ROMEO 4- JUUET (12): Efterveficent 
contemporary treaftnent.'Adh Laonanlo 
DCaprio md dare Danes 
ABC Tottenham Court Reed (0171- 
638 6148) Barbtoen Q (0171-6388891) 
Clapham Plchira House (0171 -08 
3323) NoUng HD Coronet E (0171- 
727 670S) Odeone: Kensington 
(0181-31542141 Marble Arch (0181- 
315 4216) Sartos Cottage (0181-315 
4220) Ptaza® (0990 888990) Wtry 
(0171 -737 2121) Screen/Baker Sheet 
(0171 935 2773 UCI WMtoleyaQ 
(0990 888990) Vhglrts: Chelsea 
(pi 71-352 50961 Trocadsro Q (0171- 
434 0031) Warner (0171-437 4343) 
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“In New York, you're allowed to make as much noise as you like,” say Luscious Jackson- So that's all right, then 

Meet grown-up spice 


H uman beings are 
shaped by the 
land ihqr live on. 
For Eskimos, lan¬ 
guage seems to be little mare 
than an oral filing system for 
different types of snow. Aus¬ 
tralia's terrain shaped the 
Australian accent — the harsh 
open spaces and small popula¬ 
tion caused conversation to be 
brisk in tone, but slow in 
tempo. And the copious num¬ 
ber of flies meant that one had 
to talk through gritted teeth. 

So it comes as no surprise 
that the great dries of the 
world should influence the 
music that is made within 
their zing-roads. Luscious 
Jackson are the sound of New - 
York in, ail its cross-cultural, 
life-affirming glory. Gabby 
Glaser, the band's singer and 
guitarist, has if taped: “Proper 
coffee; stores that are open at 
four in the morning selling hot 
bagels; bumping into people 
you haven't seen for a while 
and ending up at a house 
parly at seven in the morning 
with them. Second-hand 
stores selling cute denim jack¬ 
ets for $9 that smell like 
someone's died in them. 
People on roller skates reading 
The Wall Street Journal. 
Walking through Greenwich 
Village and hearing jazz from 
one open window, breakbeat 


They came from New York to shatter 
every illusion about the woman-pop 
thing. They are Luscious Jackson 


from another, and sad His¬ 
panic guitar stuff from a third. 
And like I said before, proper 
coffee,*' We're in a. swish 
London hotel, and 
Glaser is grimadng 
over our coffee. 

No wonder the 
murder rate's so 
high in New York, I 
say.' , The police 
must be perpetually 
busy, turning up at 
people's apartments 
and telling them Co 
keep the noise 
down. "No, no. We' 



CAITLIN 


Natural Ingredients. Fever In 
Fever Out avoids the overpro¬ 
duced sterility that plagues 
most second albums, choosing 
instead to breeze ef¬ 
fortlessly tlirough 
its 14 trades, keep¬ 
ing things scratchy, 
restless and honest 
Lead singer Jill 
Cunniff's febrile 
love life seems the 
starting point for 
many of the songs. 
She appears to have 
hung out with more 
rats than Dick 


down. No, no. We \yfrVl? ATM rats than Dick 
have Jawsi abofaP 1,1 ; n . ; . '.Wffittington. Gla- 


that” Glaser says 
“You're allowed to make as 
much noise as you like. It'S like 
the Freedom of Noise Amend¬ 
ment, or something." - 

“We had great cause to be 
thankful for that law,", says 
drummer Kate Schellenbach. 
"We demo-ed the new album 
in my flat, and we like our 
music loud." 

The final result of all those 
late-night sessions is the forth¬ 
coming album Fever In Fever 
Out. the sequel to 1994's 


ser, on Ihe other 
hand, appears to have found 
perfect love: “Laughing and 
dancing til the sun comes 
out/Then later, when we Ye 
lying together/Even our stom¬ 
achs are speaking to each 
other.” 

Nearly every tune is giddy 
with pristine harmonies and 
that distinctive tang of genius. 
It's hard to believe thaL when 
Luscious Jackson first 
emerged, many critics ex¬ 
pressed thinly veiled surprise 


that girls could do hip-hop and 
pop. “Yeah: there seems to be 
general surprise that our 
wombs don't get in the way of 
our guitars," Glaser says. 
“Although J*ve noticed that a 
lot of people stopped acting 
quite so strange about Kate 
being a drummer when she 
made it clear that she was a 
lesbian. It was like, ‘Ah-ha! 
That explains that whole 
woman-drumming thing — 
she's a lesbian.* Like that was 
more important than the fact 
that she used Co drum for the 
Beastie Boys." 

“People like that amuse me 
now," Schellenbach says. “I 
can spend an hour after 
they've gone repeating all the 
dumb things they’ve said and 
howling with laughter. It’s the 
same when we get invited fo 
parties. .We're quite a cool 
band, but no one knows what 
we look like. So you might 
meet someone over the buffet 
who'll be totally rude and 
blank you. An hour later, 
.when you're introduced to 
them, they'll be so revoltingly 
friendly. Not thar we’re 
cynical." 

• All of Luscious Jackson 
cackle cynically. 

• The single Naked Eye is re¬ 
leased by Grand Royal records on 
Monday. Fever In Fever Out 
follows on April 13 


Gypsy 

passions 

WILD and untamed, Taraf de 
Ha idouks come from a tiny 
gypsy village in Romania. For 
years they played "at local 
festivals but since the downfall 
of communism they have been 
storming the concert plat¬ 
forms of Western Europe. 
Hugely popular in Ranee and 
Belgium, the 12-strong troupe 
were making their first visit to 
London and their stomping 
performance fuU of dark pas¬ 
sion sent a capacity audience 
home in joyous mood. 





Taraf de Haidouks 
Barbican 


Taraf range in age from 77 
ro lb. At the start the full 
ensemble is shambolic, and 
barely in tune. This is appar- j 
ently par for the course: they 
are accustomed to playing all 
night and the first few num¬ 
bers are little more than a 
warm-up. Things improve 
dramatically when they break 
down into smaller combina¬ 
tions, allowing each of five 
violinists the spotlight None 
of them can read or write but 
their musical virtuosity is 
phenomenal: the melodies are 
complex and the improvised 
solos are taken at breakneck 
speed as each attempts to 
surpass the others. 

TTiis is music from deep 
within rhe gypsy soul. The 
heartbeat comes from the 
cimbalom, an East European 
dulcimer that is ftanunemf- 
with gusto, providing a shift¬ 
ing bur insistent rhythm. The 
) in e-up is completed by a 
plucked double bass and a 
pair of accordions. The vocals 
are high and intense, ranging 
from the plaintive Cintec de 
Superare Tiganesc (Sad Gyp¬ 
sy- Song) to Balada Conducat- 
omlui {Ballad of the Dfctaror), 
sung in an ancient .guttural 
delivery to a traditional tune 
with words mocking theiaJJen 
tyrant Ceausescu. 

The faster songs are full of 
mischief, celebrating the tradi¬ 
tional gypsy fife. By the time 
the full group are reunited for 
the finale, rivalries are forgot¬ 
ten and they are on fire as one. 
Taraf de Haidouks are an 
earthy, living treasure — ec¬ 
centric. humorous and ex¬ 
hausting. It is hard to think of 
anything else quite like them. 
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ART GALLERIES 


MON GALLERY 19 Mar-18 Apr 
[haxtore RoukhI "A Wumphanl 
ErfOtoi" Tunes 11 Mofcooft SI 
3W1 0171 235 8144 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171 832 8300 P#f) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
TonT 600 

ORPHEUS AND E UmaCE 
Tamor 7 30 MADAM BUTTSTFLY 


ROYAL OPBRA HOUSE 0171304 
4000 hr Bon 0«ca & Standty nb 

Tfctete avattte on #w day 

Pm Royal Optra 
Tomor 7 00. Tub 7 JO SALOME 
Tha Royal Baft* 
Tm't7)wiUB#l«*)7S) 

LA BAYADfeRE 
Mon prat M(M. Wed 7 30 
ANASTASIA 


DANCE 


SADLER'S WELLS at tlte 
PEACOCK THEATRE 

K 3U 8800 
Easkm's 
MANQALA 
A starting vision of 
cne man's journey 
Urtil 19 Apri 

Tiies-TTirs 4 Set si 8pm. 



ADELPHI 

AN Drew LLOYD WEBBER'S 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Stantig 

POULA CLARK 
24HR CREDIT CARD B00KWGS 

Call 344 mss (t»gfe*t 
GRP B00KWG 4133302 9*0 he) 

- itaboaWng tea tor Adaptor 
BmOttceCMss 

tecerttod mto m w fanOlTl 379 8684 
UorvSat 74SM«sThi«SBl300 
■MIST END TDMOR 



f?“TftriBing” 

.. ■- " • -f.i •• •• . ■ 

fe-CIJ-THEATRE 

rl>171 328 1000 


THEATRES 


ArMpN 

Lagondary Entartabior 

JERRY LEWIS 

OAlMYANKBeS 
Aheteramusteal whheettl 

Red price pravs Irom 28 May 
Opens 4 June. 01714131777 (24ir> 
*» Uq fee) Grps 0800614801 

0171930 3000 Uio tee) 


ALBERY THEATRE B0* cc 0171 
3891730 CC 344 4444.312 SOEB (No 
fees) Gps413 3321,312 5069.436 
5538 Preww5h>ml4ApH. 
Opera 17 Afri 

GARYWTLMOT ANN CRUMB 
n 

THE GOODBYE GIBL 

A New Muscat 

Bock by Nea Smen, Muss by Mawn 
HamSsdL Lywa W Don Bbck 
Eras Mcn-Fn Bpm. Wed Mat 3pm. 
SMB5&a3Qpm 


ALDWYCH 017141B 600774330000 
(24hfsAnobkglee) 

Qoups 01714166075 
MICHAEL ALEC 

GAMBON McCOWEN 

TOM 4 CLEM 

anewptoy I* 

STEPHEN CHURCHETT 

ESracfedby 

RICHARD WILSON 
Had Price Hew tom 9 Apr 
Opens 14 ApriM 700pm 
Eras 7-30. WM&Sa mats 3 


APOUjO VICTORIA cc 0171416 

6055 cc24hrs017134444440171 

420 0000 &P5 416 6075/4133321 

Andtowr Lloyd WaMMr*s 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
HNBfREMauB 1945daty 
Tue&S*3pnTrials tomClZBO 


APOLLO 24twccD171 4845070 
ccOm 344 4444 phgfee) 

Ops 0171 494 5454 
BUM ELTON'S 

POPCORN 

Mcn'Stt&OQpm 
Mate Wad 3 ODomSa 4 00pm 


CAMBRIDGE 494 508QM16606Q 
. 344 4444/4200000{fbkgtae) 
Groans 494 5454 
41B 6075.413 3321/436 5S88 

GREASE 

“A Monster HV O Uuior 
MenSar TMpm. IteJASaimalJlpm 
SHANE RICHIE RETURNS AS 
DANMY FROM MONDAY 
NOR A UNITED SEASON 
GREASE HOW BKfl WTO 199S8 


To advertise 
In 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel: 01716806222 
or fax 0171 481 9313 


COMEDY THEATRE 
01713691731A171 344 4444 
"ASTOUNDING ORKaNAUTY" 
DafyMal 

"UntorgrttaW MaA On Sun 
Rob Morrow n 

'BERDY* 

"Extraordnary” Gdn 
“ENTHRALLING" Std 
“BtezJngjyAWFT 
Tima Out CMca'CMca 
Ur Dv Dream 
Mandat 8pm, Uu mal 3pm, 
Sima 5pm 

United mmlMrof Hciwis 
anBabto at C9J0 on Bm day. 

LAST TWO WEEKS 


CRITERION 36S 1737,344 4444 
BEST COMEDY 
Laurence OSwer Award Nomnae 

SEDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COMPLETE WORMS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridgad) 
AI37f%ysln97Unule3 
"HBaHoua^ Tmes 
Mate Du a 3. Sat a 5 
Sinai. Eves a Sum 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abdOgwl) 
Tuesday afljm 

London’* Longsat Running 
OBMdTHB 


DOMNION 0171656188SID990 
204020143)0000 (Mg lee) 416 
6CS6 I 3121997/ 0600 61^03 

Tha Magic conaaatva on etaga 
DISNEY^ 

BEAUT? AND THE BEAST 

ANEW MUSICAL 
PigahomAor29 nowbootre 


DRURY LAME THEATRE ROYAL 
SS cc «0 toe) 24tor 7days 0171494 
5000044 4444M20 0000 Opl 494 
5454*4133311012 6000 

MISS SAIGON 
"TIE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TOE* 

NOW IN ITS 

STH EXTRAORDINARY YEARI 
Eras 745 Mas WW A Sat 3pm 

Good Mat* a»*fl far W*d Mat 

ft aoma part* - apply R.O. 

FOR TEL9HONE/POSTAL 

BOOKINGS A PERSONAL 

CALLERS 

OT71<84HiaO(BKGFEB 


DUCHESS BQcc Oin 494 5075 
Otebhgto^ccOlTl 344 <444/ 
«00000 (t*g fee) 

Royal Sbakespaara Company 

THE 


Byftotet Wieian 

‘A tow story, a courtroom drama am 

a moral Oiler ONE OF T>C BEST 

NEWPUYS THE RSC HAS 

PROOUCSrSTmes 
Mon-Sat 73J ALUs Wed fi Sa 300 

FR0MTWJRSl3Wffi<S0MLV 


OUOESS BO/CC0171494 £075 (no 
bkg tee) CC Oin 344 4444/420 0000 
t*nriittgtoe) 

MAUREEN LIPMAN 
LIVE & KIDDING 

TinOMOTWHIMBIWlL- 

■■a*oma'FT 
“wiry tuony-ji rfap tod 
Bros Bpm Mas Sal 3pm 

MUST END TOMORROW 


FORTUNE EOS CC Ql7f 835 
22353128033 

EWAN JAMES 

HOOPER SmMONS 

SDOnW* 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stsdwi UaEauas 

“Rm moat ttoOng and cMOng 
play lor yaara" Dual 
NOW M (TS STH YEAR 
MorvSatflpm 
Mate lues 3pm S»4fm 
RumtoqtfcnaZhra 


GARRICK 0171494 508E/3121990 
(ho bkg tee) Groups 0171494 5454 

wboctof 
19 MAJOR AWARDS 
Tha Royal NaOomri TTwtra 
Production 

PIP SUZAAME 

DONAGHY BEHTISH 

BARRY STANTON 
JBPmsseys 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

**THRILLINGwJHUST BE SEEN” 
DIM 

“TWO HOURS OF 
OTTHRALLMG, VISUALLY 
STWMNG WAMA-D TN 

745. Sa! 5004815, 

_•_yeedraB330 _ 


GIELGUD 0171404 5557/ 420 0000 
Grps 494 5454420 0200 

B0MANCE, ROMANCE 

TtenNawMoateMa 

*50 good mey named e hrce" D Ttl 
&tes8gr;lifai8Th*4Sa13Dm 


HAYMARNET9308800 jnobkfl lee) 
344 *0*1*20 0000 (MtoUg toe) 
Eras 8 Mots Ru 3 4 SN 5 

FOR9 WEEKS ONLY 
Royal Eadanga T h alia Co . 

oscah wanes 

CLASSIC COMHJY 

LADY WINDERMHEFS FAN 


WR MAJESTY'S <94 5400 

Ho toe) CC 3*4 4444^200000 (toe) 

Grps 494 S454MI33311M365568 

AMIREW U0YD WEBBERS 

AWARD WttMNGIUSXML 

THE PHANTOM OF 

THE OPERA 

QrocMtyHVKtfFHNCE 
NOW BXG TO DEC 97 
Erts745MateWed&Sa)300 
Apply to Bra Oflce date tar reuns 


LAHATTS APOLLO, 0171416 
605QH20 0000/344 4444 (See) 
4166075/436 5588 (grps. feel 

CUFF RICHARD 

r 

HEATHCLIFF 

‘Spactaartar, atumlng' DiteS 
Some seat avad n Apr/May 
_Mai-Sa Bern_ 


LONDON PALLADIUM BQCC 
01714945G3QG44 4444 
{El Baservctogi 4200000 
Ops 0171494 5450/420 0200 
ROBERT UNDSAY 
BE ST ACTO R IN A MUSICA L 
LataanoaOMar Ararris 
“ROBBTT UNDSAY^ FAGW IS 
FULL OF CHARM, WARMTH & 
GLEEFUL CmONAinY. 
WSAHOOT"DE<j 
#1 

OLIVER! 

3RD RREPRESSttLE YEAR 
UONEL BUTT'S MASTERPIECE 
YOU CANTT ASX FOR MOfie 

STmea 

Eves 730Mate Wert 4SM 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAR. 
NOW FOR WEEKDAY PERFS 


LYCEUM cc Oin E561806 
0990 500 800044 4444/420 0000 feta 
fto) Ops 416 6576 

TIM RICE ft 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

-Sanda Sbhara Raetog Dean 
TlMSpkMrDTelegisitt 

Eras 7 45 Mate Wads Set 3 
iiwWgtoatorpBrao na lcateBatffie 
LycMn bo* ottce 10amflFrt^. 

CIS betels hr fluderts aod Mon-lhu 
are booKaliie n euvanca 
Now booking to Septarnbor 

Some seas are a door Mon -Dn 


LYWC StaSesbunr Ara 0171494 
5045 (nofakg (kI/ 3444444 QAg tee) 
Now Pnwtowtog. Opens 8 Apr 
Eye* 7 41 Wed & Sat mete 3pm 

SIAN PHILLIPS 

amply Man as PAM GEMS' 

MARLENE 

QraOM by SEAN MATHIAS 


...L&STJTWO 
VKEKS.a- 


ROB MORROW 

Birdy 

“GRIPPING” 


NATIONAL THEATRE B0 0171 
928 22S2 Grps 0171620 0741.34te 
cc Uq lee 0171 420 0000 
Please atow eara paneytwWng 
un? because ol main roacteotte 
LYTTELTON Toni 730. Tomor 
215 S 730 THE HOMECOMING 
Hamid Pinter 
COT7ESLOE Tout 730. Tomor 
230 & 7 30 THE CRIPPLE OF 
BSSHMAAN a new pby by Mottei 
Mdtoaato 


NEW LONDON Drury Lane WC2 BO 
Oin 405 0072 CC01714044079 
24f» 0171 344 4444/4200000 
OK 01714133311/4365588 
WE ANDREW UCTD BEBSBV 
IS ELIOT WIB3WTONAL 
AWARD WMIMiWjaCW. 

CATS 

Eras 7 45 Mate Tub ft Sal 300 
LAT0XAB1SNOTAOMrnH) 
WHLEMJtXTOnwSIN 
MOTION. PLEASE 8E PROAFT 
BftS0pena645 

UUTED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFBCE. 


OLD VIC 0171928 7618 
24hra 420 0000 (fDttg tee) 

TSifiPetar Hal) Company 

12 Play* In Repertory 
7dayeaw«ek 

WASTE 

by Heriey GrernOe Berter 
"Sulptwroue, gripping 
prottucBon gate Hefi'c flm 
emeonofltoeblBringaterr 

STmes 

Toni ft Tomor 7 30pm 

CLOUD NINE 

by Caryl OiurMH 
“Dtegraceftrty fanny" DMtt 
TnnorftSnia230pm 
HUHLYBUBLY 
byDnWRabe 
"Smragely ftnny. I fuBy 
la mm tnen tt If Ind 
SUn G Mon al 7 30pm 
T»*b8sDO-E19 


PALACE T1BATRE0171-434 Q909 

oe Mn (bhg toe) 0171-344 4444 fefa 

tee) Gas 0171413 3311 
THE WORLD'S HOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES MISERABLE? 
NowiNtrsiara 

RECORD-BREAKING YEAR 

Eras 7 » Mrts Thu ft Sal 230 

LEfacomersnaaehiiJaj 

ntiNrtovai 

LMTEDftD OF SEAIS AVAIL 
DALY FROM BOX OFFICE 


PHOENIX BOCC D171 350 1703 
I3U 4444)420 0000 (toe) 

BEST MUSICAL 

Ofarier/DtamaAKufc 

Plaw*Pto)gsVyNo wtoAi y ad s 

WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

JMogathaaDdlanoMobtM, 

ndraeririgllseppromrDUaA 
lOTHTRHMPHANTYEAR 
Eras 7 4S MnsTIus 3pm Sal 
HOW BOOKING UNTIL 


PICCADILLY 0171369 7734 
344 4444/420 0000 (24 totS) 

Eyes A Mae Wed 3 ft Sat 5 
7W PETER HALL COM’ANY 
PETER BOWLES 
CARMEN HENRY 

SU.VERA McGEE 

aac SYKES 
n fctoiere'i bbnous anec/y 

THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 

TOSTT1VB.Y GUITERMGL, 
THIS IS AS GOOD AS IT GETS” 

DjM 


PRINCE EDWARD01714475400 
F»a Can 430 0100 CC 344 4444 
Groups 4300300 

WINTSH 

BEST CHOREOGRAPHER 

BEST NEW MUSICAL 

LAURENCE OUV1S1 AWARDS 
‘DEAL POWER ft PASSION 
A BLOCKBUSTER" D Tel 
"A BIG MAGNIFICENT EPIC 
MUSICAL A GREAT EVENING 
OUT’S. Times 

MARTIN GUERRE 

BOUBUL ft SCHONBEHtTS 
“MUSICAL MASTERPIECE” 
WHwTrib 

Mon-Sal 7.45 Mats TlU & Sx 300 
NOW BOOKING TO JAN Iflfltt 


PRINCE OF WALES 0171839 5987 
Fist Cal 420 0000 cc 344 4444 Grps 
420 0300 telephone 0800814903 
"HOT FROM BROADWAY, AND I 
MEAN SMOKIN’. ENOUGH 
ENERGY TO ELECTRIFY A 
CfTY/’DMN 

GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY JOE’S CAFE 

T* SONGS OF LEBER ft STOLLER 
DradedtYjenyZaks 
“AMERICAN ORAFTTO MEETS 
WEST SIDE STORY” E Ski 
Mon-Sal Bpm. Hiu&Sa Mate 3pm 

naucBPmamMMM 


QUEENS Bo cc 0171 4945040 
a 344 4444 Grpa 494 5454 

PATHLuFONE 

M 

MASTERCLASS 

by TERRENCE McNALLY 
Preve18Aort.Qpan«6Mey 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

LONDON (01716388881) 
BARaGW NO PERFORMANCE 
THE PIT. T>B GENERAL FROM 
A*mnCATcril7.15 
STRATFORD (01799 295603/£C 
017141314521 
BST MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTTBNG Tail 730 
SWAN HBBWVM Toni 730 
TOP CONCERT: BRIGITTE 
KLOAREG ft WILLIAM TAYLOR 
_Torn 7 30 


ROYAL COURT0171565 5000 
cc; 420 0100 (24t¥sl Ojwwaira (Dika 
ol York's. Si Martin's Une) EAST IS 
EAST by Ayub KhateDto. MorvSa 
7 30pm. SN Mal 3 30pm. Upraks 
(Ambacsadors. West Sfl ATTEMPS 
ON H51 LIFE by Uertbi Crimp. 

Ew745.Salm3l4.O0 &«Js 
_Jonxyiow 


SAVOY BOtoC 0171836 8888 CC 420 
0000 (no bkg tee) Grp5 420 0200 

“OSCAR NOMINATED" fnd 

SIMON CALLOW 

“ia examptey: un*rmDmertoL 
facto, Dwaly, absorbing^ Tmos 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING OSCAR 
TTm WR, Triumph ft Tragedy 
of Oscar WDde 
by Mtebeal mac Uammoir 
■'•cnjputouo. WaaganL 
compasatonaia ft funny_ONE 

OF THE MOST BUOYABLE 
SEHKXIS ENTEFTTADIMaiTS IN 
LOWOtrSmteyrmes 
“wBy. bwmttut. campeOng 
■MT FT 

Eves Bpm Mas Wed ft Set 3pm 
UM1TED SEASON TO 10 MAY 


SHAFTESBURY BO 01713795399 
24 Hr CC 0171 344 4444 
22nd AotiBi 3rd Uay 
M DAVIDSON 

n Ihe tediou ol hs Adufl Pantomme 

SINDERELLA COMES AGAIN 

JvgsMofFFtoBOO SiBs600ft900 


SPITALFELDS MARKET OPERA 

SEOOS PRESENTS 
Araraoppomrtrytoaje 

"ON THE TOWN" 
htac by LEONARD BERNSTBH 
Book end Lyrics by 
BETTY COMOENond 
ADOLPH QUEEN 
Based on ai Idea by 
JEROME ROBBINS 
7 pertontiances only ■ April B8>13h 
Eras Tues-Sa>730; 

Mate. Sat A Sin 300 

BtfcOBtai»01714QB87HI 


ST MARWS 0171 8361443 Eras 
8,Tue245.Sat5ft0 

AGAmcHRisnrs 

THE MOUSETRAP 
_46th YEAR 


STRAND THEATRE Box OR ft cc 

£no lee) 01719303300 
cc 8*g ted) 0171344 4444M3) 0000 

Groins 0171 413 3321Al 71436 S5B8 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy Holly Story 
TMIUJAIiT”Sun 

•BUDDY* 

"WONDERFUL STUFF- Sin TN 

‘BUDDY* 

Tuw-Thus00Frj53OJa30 
Sate 5 00 ft 030 Sunday 440 
HI SEATS 1/2 PRICE FW 530PW 
80i ELECTRIFYING YEAR 
_ NaarbQCfc)nQ , lM0caht*4 


TRICYCLE THEATRE 
0171 326 1000 
Alan Horanl n KINGS 
Of A Omtophei Logue 
‘THRILLING’’ FT 


VAUDEVILLE 0171836 9987 (no 
bkg fee) cc 420 0000 (big feel 
"FRESH. BRAVE ft HINNY" 
Telayaph 

The N*M Irish Htt Comedyl 
WOMEN ON 
THE VERGE OF 
*HRT 

Mane Jones 

'THE ' 

VALENTINE LIVES ON" Gdn 
MjrvSa at 7 45pm, ThurS Sal at 3nm 


by Mane 
rSPIWTOFSHBLEY 


To advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel-. 0171 660 6222 

Of fax: 0171 481 9313 


VICTORIA PALACE 
01718341317 

to a world d pmisge a bve Drat broke 
aS Ihe roles 

ALWAYS 

A NEW MUSICAL 
Performances From 30 May 
Mon-Sat ai 730pm 
Wed-Samabat3Xman 


WYNDHAMS 3691736/344 4444 
BESTCOMEDY 
E«« Standard Awante 
BEST COMEDY 
Lftmnca OBvtar Atesnta 

'•ART" 

A ne»» play by Yasmtoa Reza 
Trans by Chnstopber Hampton 
“Ry. awtm or akota Jutoto am 
ft" New York Times 
Eras a Mate Wed 3 ft Sa 5 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Entertainments 
Team on 

0171 
680 6222 

or fax 

0171 
481 9313 
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until 19 April 

Dario Fo’s 

The >2321 Mysteries 

(Misterc Buffo) 
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■ POP2 

How Supergrass 
were transformed 
from lightweight 
Britpoppers 
to heavyweight 
rock’n’rollers 



■ POP3 

Their new album 
proves that the 
Chemical Brothers 
are shaping up to 
be one of the great 
acts of the 1990s 



It’s alright to 

get serious, lads 
o 


■ POP 4 

The Australian 
rockers INXS do 
themselves no 
favours with their 
latest release. 
Elegantly Wasted 



■ POPS 

Gorky’s Zygotic 
Mynci win the 
award for most 
difficult album 
of the year 
to pigeon-hole 


ALAN WELLER 


C r ‘ ' 


f the key Britpop bands. 
Supergrass were always 
the jokers in the pack. 
Lighter than Oasis, 
brighter than Blur and pithier than 
Pulp, they made it all look so easy. 
Their exuberant hit single. Alright. 
became a defining anthem of youth 
in the summer of 1995. A song about 
zooming around on bikes and going 
down to the pub for the first time, ft 
had an accompanying video which 
seemed to suggest that three likely 
lads from Oxford had tumbled into 
the world of pop almost by accident. 
And while their first album. / 
Should Coco, which soared to the 
top of the charr at about the same 
time, embraced a variety of musical 
settings and moods, the perception 
of the group as a bunch of carefree 
scamps quickly became fixed in the 
public mind. 

Which is why the sound and look 
of the new Supergrass single and 
video, Richard III, is such an eye- 
opener. A belter of a song, it zones in 
with all the precision of a heat¬ 
seeking missile on a mood of 
frustration and alienation. In the 
accompanying video. Supergrass 
now ltx>k like the premier league, 
heavyweight rock’n'roll stars that 
they are, and at one poinr in the 
action, bassist Micky Quinn ends 
up flat on the floor with blood 
trickling from his nose. 

“We’ve been away for about a 
year, and we didn’t want to creep 
back in." Quinn says. “We wanted 
to give people a bit of a slap around 
the face. Basically, we didn’t want to 
make another Alright, which would 
simply have reinforced that happy- 
go-lucky image people have got of 
us. although we would probably sell 
a lot more records if we had." 

Whether the world is ready to 
accept the new. hard-hitting 
Supergrass remains to be seen. 
Their American record company 
has declined to release Richard III, 
opting instead for a different song, 
Cheapskate, which is why the group 
are now ensconced .in a studio 
warehouse in East London, making 
another video to be used exclusively 
in die United States. The setting for 
this one is inspired by a scene in the 
Ai Pacino movie Scarface , and 


David Sinclair 

discovers anew 


heavyweight image 
being brewed by 
that ebullient 
trio. Supergrass 

features the band dressed up as 
gangsters, playing the song in a 
living room dominated by a palm- 
wee mural. They have just spent two 
hours videoing a mouse scurrying 
along a ventilator shaft, a sequence 
that will eventually make an intro 
Lasting all of two seconds. 

“Should have been a big. dirty 
rat," says singer Gaz Coombes. 
resplendent in a white, three-piece 
suit. “I’m disappointed the Ameri¬ 
cans went for a different song," 
Quinn says. “Basically, they want to 
get us on the radio there and 
Cheapskate has more the feel they 
want. But I still think it’s a dodgy 
thing to happen." 

T his is a rare moment of 
complaint For while the 
Damons. Jarvises and No¬ 
els of the pop world are 
happy to air their grievances, often 
pouring out their innermost feelings 
at the drop of a hat Supergrass have 
no such inclinations. “Journalists 
are usually after more than we can 
give them ” Quinn admits. “We just 
don’t fed the need to get too involved 
in analysing everything." 

“Being in a band is supposed to be 
fen and basically a way of not 
having to get a proper job." says 
drummer Danny Goffey, who is 
recovering from a mohican haircut 
that went disastrously wrong. 
Shorn to the scalp, he now looks like 
a promoter-cum-sprv of vaguely 
Mediterranean extraction. “Our 
songs don’t really have any strong 
meaning.” he casually insists. 

There is a lot of banging around 
on video shoots, and most bands say 
they hate doing them. Goffey. who is 
expecting the arrival at any momem 


of his partner, her daughter and 
their six-month old son. is bored and 
impatient to get on with things. But 
they all say they enjoy making 
videos, and maintain a generally 
relaxed attitude while a mob of 
technicians scurry around. 

They will have a lot more of this 
sort of thing to do if at some point 
they take up Steven Spielberg’s offer 
to make them stars of their own 
American 7V series. At the moment 
the idea has been put on ice while 
Supergrass establish their identity 
as a group in America, but they are 
flattered to have attracted the atten¬ 
tion of such a prominent movie 
mogul. 

Both Richard III and Cheapskate 
are lifted from Supergrass’s forth¬ 
coming second album. In it for the 
Money. While retaining the vigour 
and sparky appeal of their earlier 
work, it marks a giant step forward. 
Certainly, the group’s British record 
company has pinned an awful lot of 
hope on its success, especially given 
(he drastically reduced sales of the 
recently released album by one of 
their other major clients. Blur. 

Whereas Blur have taken a dra¬ 
matic. self-conscious lurch away 
from the British pop mainstream 
and into the murkier waters of 
American garageband rock. 
Supergrass have made a much 
more subtie reappraisal of their 
musical goals. More complex and 
ambitious titan their first album, 
and certainly more rock than pop. 
In itfor the Money was nevertheless 
recorded on about the same budget 
as their debut, and at the same 
studio in Cornwall. The big differ¬ 
ence is that this time the group 
produced it themselves. 

“With nobody peering over our 
shoulder, we didn’t let anything 
hold us back," Coombes says. “So 
we would develop a wacky idea and 
just go for it Sometimes it’s good to 
trash a song, kick it around a bit, 
and see if ir survives.” 

• Supergrass appear on TF1 Friday on 
Channel 4 at 6pm tonight. The single 
Richard III is out now on Parlophone. 
The album In it for the Money is released 
on April 21. Their UK tour begins at 
Manchester Apollo on May 2 and ends 
at Britton Academy on May 14 





The reborn Supergrass in person: Danny Goffey flefi) and Gaz Coombes with Micky Quinn behind 


? JAZZ ALBUMS 

Tearing 
it up, but 
gently 

RON MILES 
Woman's Day 
(Gramavision GCD 79516. 
£14.99) 

LIKE the music of guitarist 
Bill Frisell, who is heavily 
featured on this album, and in 
whose quartet trumpeter Ron 
Miles has played for the past 
two years. Woman’s Day as¬ 
similates a wide varieiy of 
contemporary styles without a 
hint of contrivance. Thus soft¬ 
ly swinging quartet pieces 
setting Miles's gentle, plan¬ 
gent trumpet against Frisell‘s 
guitar are interspersed with 
tile odd sweet country-fla¬ 
voured ballad, and occasional 
bursts of harshly abrasive 
rock. The multi-textured, ad¬ 
venturous music that results 
consistently achieves Miles’s 
aim “to produce music that is 
exciting without that obvious 
tearing-ir-up approach". 

CHARLES MINGUS 

Mingus Plays Piano 
(Impulse! IMP 12172, £8.99) 
TIME was. in the days of 
vinyl, when “serious" jazz fans 

— those into John Coltrane. 
Charles Mingus, Pharoah 
Sanders and their like—could 
be immediately identified by 
the number of distinctive or- 
ange-and-black Impulse! 
spines their record racks con¬ 
tained. Now this same shibbo¬ 
leth can be applied to CD 
collections, thanks to an exten¬ 
sive reissue programme of 
classic recordings on the label 
from the 1960s and early 1970s 

— Sonny Rollins's Alfie, Alice 
Coltrane’s Journey in Satchi - 
dananda , Benny Carter’s Fur¬ 
ther Definitions among them 

— all in highly collectable 
facsimiles of the original 
sleeves. Mingus Plays Piano 
in many ways typifies the 
label’s artistic policy: Charles 
Mingus is a wonderfully ec¬ 
centric pianist, and it is to 
Impulse!^ credit that it elicited 
this unique solo gem from the 
legendary bassist/composer. 

Chris Parker 







Spice...Spice Girls (Virgin) 

10....Wei Wet Wet {Precious Organisation) 

Tragic Kingdom —....No Doubt (Interscope) 

Usa Stansfiefd..Lisa StansfieW (Arista) 

StHl Waters....Bee Gees (Pojj ' 

Everything Must Go..Manic Street Preachers 

Blue is the Colour.Beautiful South (Go! I 

Ocean Drive.Lighthouse Family (Wild Card) 

Pop....U2 (Island) 

Glow.-.Reef (Sony S2) 

Figure « brackets denotes last mek's posAon 


The beat and nothing but the beat 
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CHANGING- TIMES 


THE CHEMICAL 
BROTHERS 

Dig Your Own Hole 
(Freestyle Dust/Virgin 7243 8 
42950. £13.99) 

WITH their new single. Block 
Rockin' Beats, providing elo¬ 
quent proof that they can stroll 
to the top of the chart with or 
without the help of Noel 
Gallagher, it is clear that the 
Chemical Brothers are shap¬ 
ing up to be one of the 
touchstone acts of the 1990s. 
Their second album. Dig l our 
Own Hole, is certainly the 
stuff of which watersheds are 
made. 

As on the previous curing. 
Exit Planet Dust, convention¬ 
al notions of melody and song 
structure are brusquely reject¬ 
ed. Apart from Gallagher’s 
woozy vocal on Setting Sun , 
and a stretch of folky warbling 
by Beth Orton at the start of 
die neo-psychedelic Where Do 
J Begin, there is no singing. 

Instead. Dig Your Own 
Hole offers a millennial, 
club/rock celebration of the 
beat, the whole beat and 
virtually nothing but the beaL 
Not the monotonously regi¬ 


mented, Kraftwerk-derived 
beats that have dominated the 
house and techno scene since 
the late 1980s, but an exhila¬ 
rating. rocked-up version of 
the syncopated rhythms be¬ 
loved of jazz fusionists such as 
Herbie Hancock (Block 
Rockin' Beats), hip hop pio¬ 
neers such as Grandmaster 
Melle Mel (Lost in The K- 
Hole ) and the inventor of 
funk, Mr James Brown him¬ 
self (Get Up On It Like This). 

Adorned with little more 
than a bass line, fragments of 
rap and various scratch and 
shatter sound effects that ex¬ 
plode like depth charges in the 
guts of the arrangements, 
these churning rhythm tracks 
burst out of the speakers like 
dogs in pursuit of a mechani¬ 
cal hare. 

Combining studio and turn¬ 
table techniques that the origi¬ 
nal rock’n’rollers could nor 
have dreamt of. with a calcu¬ 
lated style of musical barba¬ 
rism. the Chemical Brothers 
are rebuilding rock from its 
rhythmic foundations up. The 
effect is a righteously uncom¬ 
promising album which is 


POP ALBUMS: The Chemical 
Brothers are rebuilding rock, and 
the result is a millennial blast 


going to scorch a mark on the 
music scene of 1997 like a 
nuclear bum. 

INXS 

Elegantly Wasted 
(Mercury 534 613. £13.99) 
TWENTY years since they 
started playing local pubs in 
Australian mining towns, the 
same six men who still com¬ 
prise INXS have managed the 
transition to middle-aged star¬ 
dom in surprisingly good 
order. While one would imag¬ 
ine that their continued suc¬ 
cess is more a triumph of 
application than of inspira¬ 
tion. their last two albums 
produced many moments to 
treasure, and they ought, theo¬ 
retically, to be well placed to 
capitalise on the current mood 
of the market with their classic 
dance/rock crossover sound. 

However, they do them¬ 
selves no favours with the dull 


sloganeering of this album's 
titie track, one of several 
songs, including the sketchy 
Gin On Fire and pretentious 
She Is Rising, that sound too 
much like INXS-by-numbers 
for comfort 

Of the more meiodically 
developed songs. Searching 
uncovers a tender, almost 
pleading tone in Michael 
Hutchence's voice, while the 
pounding Shake The Tree is 
one of several passages of high 
drama. But although they 
strike all the familiar musical 
poses this album has a hollow 
ring. Rather like its decadentiy 
self-regarding title. Elegantly 
Wasted lacks soul. 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023495. 


GORKY'S ZYGOTIC 
MYNCI 

Barafurtdle 

(Fontana 534 769. £13.99) 
GORKY'S Zygotic Mynd are 
the Welsh band who have 
built an impressive word-of- 
mouth reputation, considering 
no one knows how to pro¬ 
nounce their name. Their 
fourth album. Barafundle, 
wins the most-difficult-to-pi- 
geonhole collection of the year 
award by a mile. 

A combination of primarily 
acoustic musical textures, in¬ 
tricate harmonies and obscure 
Welsh whimsy, tracks such as 
Sometimes The Father Is The 
Son and Miniature Kingdoms 
have a quaint pastoral charm. 
An intriguing sense of olde 
worlde otherness is bolstered 
by devices such as a three- 
piece shawm (medieval oboe) 
section on Starmoonsun and 
“monk voices" on Pen Cwag 
das. At the same time, their 
inability to play through a 
song without introducing a 
sudden time or tempo change 
recalls the irritating working 
practices, if nor the precise 
sound, of prog-rock hippie 


outfits such as Caravan and 
Gentle Giant 

Cra 2 y name, crazy guys. 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

Basquiat — Original 
Soundtrack 
(Island 524 260. £15.49) 
APART from David Bowie* 
sensational performance in 
the role of Andy Warhol, the 
best thing about the movie 
biography of the artist Jean- 
Michel Basquiat is the sound¬ 
track. With numbers by John 
Cale (Hallelujah), Tom Waits 
(Tom Trauberi’s Blues). PJ 
Harvey (a specially recorded 
Is That AU There Is?). Them 
tft's All Over Now, Baby Blue) 
and many others, it is a 
tremendously evocative 
compendium. 

Unfortunately, the Rolling 
Stones number. Beast Of Bur¬ 
den, which is played just as 
Courtney Love makes her 
devil woman entrance in the 
film, is one of several tracks 
which are missing. Whatever 
the reason, an otherwise great 
album is diminished. 

David Sinclair 


R y Cooder says it was the 
best musical experience 
of his life and rumour 
has it that Phil Collins is on the 
way. While the Americans 
tighten the noose of the trade 
blockade on Cuha, the 
rhythms of salsa have sudden¬ 
ly made Havana the fashion¬ 
able place for rock musicians 
to hang out and record. 

Cooder is rhapsodic about 
recording with Cuban musi¬ 
cians on his new album. 
Buena Vista Social Club, his 
first since the Grammy award- 
winning Talking Timbuktu. 
“This is the best thing 1 was 
ever involved in," he says 
without hesitation. 

Something of a legend him¬ 
self, Cooder seems almost 
awe-struck to share the spot- 
lighl with a cast-list of legend¬ 
ary Cuban veterans who 
practically invented the exotic 
rhythms of son and rumba, 
mambo and salsa. They in¬ 
clude Comply Segundo, an 
89year-old guitarisr and com¬ 
poser whom Cooder describes 
simply as "the sou roe", and 
Ruben Gonzalez. 77, “the 
greatest piano soloist I have 
ever heard in my life". Both 
men will make their first visits 
to Britain this summer. 


Rolling their own in Havana 

WORLD MUSIC: Nigel Williamson on Ry Cooder’s Cuban mission 


“Cuban musicians are 
unique,” says Cooder. 
“The organisation of the 
musical group is perfectly 
understood, there is no 
ego. no jockeying for 
position." 

This lack of ego led to 
three extraordinary al¬ 
bums being recorded in¬ 
side two weeks in Havana 
last March. In addition to 
his own recording, 
Cooder guests on the 
Afro-Cuban All Stars al¬ 
bum, a recreation of the 
big band sound of the 
“golden era" of the 1940s 
and 1950s. And he also 
encouraged Ruben Gon¬ 
zalez to make his debut 
solo album, more than 
half a century after the pianist 
first entered a recording studio 
with the great band leader 
Arsenio Rodriguez. 

A quietly spoken, modest 
man, Gonzalez did not even 
own a piano when he was 



Men in hats: Com pay Segundo 
shows Ry Cooder the way 

rediscovered last year. One 
day he wandered into the 
Havana studio where Cooder 
and the All Stars were record¬ 
ing and began playing while 
they took a coffee break. "It 
was a brand new. beautiful 


piano and I had to play it 
Then someone turned up 
the lights and I thought 
they wanted me to go 
because I was interrupt¬ 
ing. But they asked me to 
stay." 

Com pay Segundo, the 
other star of Cooder’s 
Havana sessions, is the 
ultimate living legend. 
The composer of hun¬ 
dreds of classic Cuban 
songs, two years ago he 
struck a new European 
recording deal, possibly 
the oldest act ever to be 
signed to a major iabel. 
Between Cooder and Se¬ 
gundo there exists a spe¬ 
cial chemistry, bordering 
on reverence. "Compay is 
the last of Che best,” says the 
younger man. “As soon as he 
walked into the studio it all 
kicked in. He was the leader, 
the fulcrum. He knew the best 
songs and how to do them.” 
Segundo could easily have 


made a fortune in America or 
Europe. Top salsa stars such 
as Willie Colon have recorded 
his songs—yet he receives not 
a cent in royalties because of 
the American blockade. “But I 
would never leave Cuba. Here 
there is tranquillity, you can 
do whatever you want Why 
would I want to go anywhere 
else?" 

Yet Cuban music is chang¬ 
ing and Segundo and Gonza¬ 
lez may be the last of a dying 
breed. Miami is only half an 
hour away and despite the 
blockade the American influ¬ 
ence is huge. Juan d’Marcos. 
42, who leads Cuba’s top son 
band Sierra Maestra and who 
put together die Afro-Cuban 
All Stars, says: "Son has fused 
with a Cuban version of rap 
music and it is very poor 
quality, badly written, disor¬ 
dered and aggressive, f think 
Cuban music is in crisis." 

Sooner or later, culturally 
something is certain to be lost 


Cooder is simply grateful that 
he got there before it is too late. 
“Music is a treasure hunt," he 
says. “You dig and dig and 
you find traces. But there 1 
found it ail." 

• A Toda Cuba Le Gusta by the 
Afro-Cuban All Stars is our now. 
Introducing Ruben Gonzakz is 
released on May 12: Buena Vista 
Social dub is released on June 9 
Iall on World Circuit). The Afro- 
Cuban Alt Stars and Ruben 
Console: begin their UK four 
tomorrow at Watermans Arts 
Centre. Brentford (0181-5681176} 
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m TELEVISION 

Shakespeare for 
the people two 
professionals and 
a whole estate 
of amateurs 
tackle Macbeth 



■ THEATRE 

Screen violence 
comes under the 
spotlight in Ben 
Elton’s gripping 
play. Popcorn, 
now in the West End 


THEit^TIMES 

ARTS 



■ TOMORROW 

A thousand days 
to go before 
the millennium, 
but is Britain 
already slipping 
behind the clock? 



■ MONDAY 

Special guest 
Ike Turner joins 
Joe Louis Walker 
at the Shepherds 
Bush Empire: we 
review the gig 


TELEVISION: Eve-Ann Prentice on how the residents of a Birmingham housing estate came to perform Macbeth 



A gang of marauding thugs 
on a hell-hole council 
estate bundle the beaien- 
up head of a rival gang 
into a car, pour petrol on him and 
hurl a burning rag in through the 
car window. 

Shortly afterwards, the micro- 
skirted wile of one of the victorious 
gangsters eggs on her bruise- 
knuckled and tattooed husband to 
challenge his boss and rule the 
estate himself. 

The setting for this play, to be 
broadcast on BBC2 tomorrow 
night, is vile — a nightmare inner- 
city sprawl of broken windows and 
derelict land, peopled by anarchic 
louts whose only hope of higher 
things is the National Lottery and 
the ability to wield a baseball bat 
with skull-smashing ferocity. 

The script is tough and powerful, 
yet it has been familiar to theatre- 


C It’s not 
heavyweight 
violence. I 
thought it 
would be like 
Reservoir 
Dogs 9 

goers for hundreds of years. For the 
play is Macbeth, and it was filmed 
on the Ladywood housing estate in 
Birmingham last summer, with a 
multiracial cast including 130 local 
residents who worked alongside 
professional actors. This is Shake¬ 
speare of the people, for the people, 
by the people. 

Macbeth on the Estate keeps 
Shakespeare's words — albeit 
heavily pruned — but shifts the 
power struggle to a modem world 
where Duncan is a lager-swilling 
estate godfather who controls the 
locals with a gang of thugs led by 
Macbeth and Banquo. There are no 
witches, but three spooky children 
make the prediction that Macbeth 
will take Duncan's place, sparking 
the blood-letting. 

The professional actors are led by 
James FVain of Mill on the Floss 
fame, and Susan Vidler, late of 
Trainspotting and Naked. Their 
portrayal of a jeans-clad Macbeth 
and his Lycra-laced wife are power¬ 
ful and strangely empathy-earning. 
But what lifts tire play into the 
realm of the memorable are the 
performances by the locals. These 
range from the young, old, black 
and white, whose faces mirror the 
horror of the power straggle evolv¬ 
ing around them, to key roles 
played by unmarried mother Patsi 
Fox as Lady Macduff (with her real 


daughter Paige as her stage daugh¬ 
ter). and van driver Martin O'Brien 
asSeyttm. 

What makes the play even more 
remarkable is that most of the 
Ladywood estate tenants who took 
part were totally ignorant, of the 
Bard's works before filming began. 

Macbeth on the Estate is the 
brainchild of the documentary- 
maker Penny Woolcodc, who 
gained her first experience of 
making television programmes 
only in her thirties, after a teenage 
pregnancy and a tough early life. 

The script has been heavily cut 
but the clever use of modem 
images helps to provide possible 


explanations for some mystifying 
aspects of Shakespeare is original. 
Why does the coolly calculating 
Lady Macbeth suddenly become 
unhinged? Wookock uses images 
of an empty nursery to imply that 
Macbeth's wife is grieving for a 
dead baby and that the murders of 
Macduffs wife and his children 
were too much for her. 

Tins latest venture marks 
Wool cocks debut in the field of 
drama, and is the natural offspring 
of her award-winning 1994 docu¬ 
mentary, Shakespeare on the Es¬ 
tate, which featured local people 
performing extracts. 

Most of die play was filmed in 


and around Cavell House, a dere¬ 
lict block of flats on the Ladywood 
estate, and in the nearby Pied Piper 
public house. The making of the 
play initially caused friction be¬ 
tween the locals taking part and 
some residents who feared it would 
give the area a false reputation for 
violence. The BBC has been at 
pains to stress that the estate was 
chosen because of Ladywood‘s 
“peaceful atmosphere and com¬ 
munity spirit". Ladywood, which 
has Clare Short as its MP, is 
currently undergoing a £40 million 
regeneration programme. 

Patsi Fox, 28, had never read or 
heard a line of Shakespeare before 


the play was filmed. "1 like the way 
Penny [Woolcockj has done it [ 
don't like the old way; ft is too old- 
fashioned," she said last week as 
she and her partner, Patrick, were 
preparing to move from Ladywood 
to a new home in Winson Green. It 
was not the language which caused 
her the most difficulty, but singing / 
Will Survive in the pub at 7am in a 
scene depicting the wake following 
Duncan's murder. 

Her 19-month-old daughter was 
not distressed by the violence in 
many scenes, she says, although 
there were real tears, captured on 
screen, when her mother fell to the 
floor after being felled in the play. 


“But it is not heavyweight vio¬ 
lence." says Fox. "I thought it 
would be like Reservoir Dogs.” 

Now Fox hopes to become an 
actress: “It’S a secret ambition of 
mine. I could quite easily slot into 
that way of life. I find it very easy 
and natural. The best part of 
making the play for me was the 
experience of working with proper 
actors, the producer and the direc¬ 
tor — they cant take that experi¬ 
ence away from me." 

O'Brien. 32, was so bored by the 
little Shakespeare he learnt at 
school that he opted to make props 
for the school drama department 
rather than take part. With Mac¬ 


beth on the Estate, he “loved every 
minute of it". Now he is looking for 
an agent in the hope of pursuing a 
full-time acting career. “This has 
really whetted my appetite for 
acting and for Shakespeare,” he 
says. “I find the language very rich, 
it explains everything perfectly, 
and today’s language is so boring 
in comparison.” 

One television which will defi¬ 
nitely be tuned in tomorrow night 
is more used to showing National 
Lottery draws and football matches 
— the set over die bar at the Pied 
Piper. 

• Macbeth on Che Estate is on BBC2at 
1030pm tomorrow 
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IF COLOURED fighting is 
needed to bring in the masses, 
then so be iL However, al¬ 
though I found the lighting 
plot for the Smith Quartet's 
New Works programme nei¬ 
ther helpful nor distracting, it 
did not help to fill the halL 

Why it should be thought 
necessary to amplify a string 
quartet in the Purcell Room is 
another mystery — other en¬ 
sembles seem to manage with¬ 
out — but this, too, is part of 
the show. In three of the four 
pieces heard it added nothing, 
save for the inevitable distant 
hum and the odd crackle. 
Would that some of the razz¬ 
matazz had, indeed, enhanced 
some of the rather uninspiring 
fare on offer. 

Kevin Volans’s Hunting: 
Gathering was particularly 
arid. Consisting of three 
movements, called Expedi¬ 
tions, the work is conceived as 
an unplanned journey. Musi¬ 
cal fragments are presented in 
abundance “strung together in 
a pseudo-narrative". The sec¬ 
ond expedition, for example, 
begins with motifs redolent of 


Chance 
to shine 
wasted 

CONCERT j 

Smith Quartet 
Purcell Room 


the Kalian Baroque concert o , 
but they eventually give way 
to much thrumming of repeat¬ 
ed notes, never to return. An 
unplanned journey is one 
thing: a purposeless one quite 
another. 

Simon Emmerson’s Fields 
of Attraction, receiving its first 
perf ormance, seemed more 
worth the effort and was 
certainly more coherent; it 
also featured some novel so¬ 
norities produced by sliding 


on the string. Steven Mackey’s 
Great Crossing. Great Divide 
was commissioned by Nether¬ 
lands Radio for the Smith 
Quartet, to be performed as an 
encore at the Great Crossing 
Festival in Amsterdam. More 
weighty than an encore piece 
might suggest, nevertheless, it 
barely registers in its three 
minutes. 

Best of the bunch was the 
String Quartet No 3 (Le 
Miron) by the Belgian com¬ 
poser. Waller Hus. The 
second movement. Rejlet. 
continues, in varied form, the 
vigorous and impressive con¬ 
trapuntal discourse of the first 
movement's cenrral section. 
The first movement. Miroir 1. 
begins and ends with die kind 
of crazy distortions you might 
expect in a seaside house of 
mirrors. But the tortured har¬ 
monies of the third movement 
and equally austere finale are 
anything but a frolic Hub’s 
latest quartet is serious busi¬ 
ness. 

Barry 

Millington 


Deep in the dark heart of Hollywood 




performance 


2 bviR_AX 

COLO SORB CREAM 


Contains aciclovir 


Always read the label 


it really works! 


F our years ago a 
Manchester tortu 
girl and set her on fire, 
repeating a phrase from 
Child’s Play 3: T*m Ctaucky — 
wanna play?" U is possible 
that one of Jamie Bulger’s 
killers had seen the same film 
and the same demonic dolL I 
imagine that Quentin Taran¬ 
tino and Oliver Stone would 
regard horror flicks like that 
as irretrievably crude, yet 
Reservoir Dogs and Natural 
Bom Killers raise rather simi¬ 
lar worries. In their coed, 
stylish way, don't they slip into 
that part of the mind where 
scruple resides and leave just a 
few brain cells twisted out of 
shape before making their 
exit? 

That's oily one of several 
questions Ben Elton asks 
about America.and, io a loser 
extent, Britain in his stimulat¬ 
ing. gripping new play; and 
maybe ft is not the most 
important 

He touches on obsession 
with celebrity, the power of the 
media and, above all. people's 
passion for blaming others for 
the wrongs they perpetrate as 
welt as those they suffer. 
Popcorn ends with a Jacobean 
body count for which no 
modem-day Hamlet or [ago 
takes responsibility. 1. don't 
think IVn betraying secrets if I 
reveal that counterparts of 
Horatio, the English ambassa¬ 
dors, the Polonius estate, the 
Elsinore soda! services and 
the Danish state are all being 
sued as the curtain falls. 

Why? You can discover ei¬ 
ther by reading the novel 
Popcorn, which is more wide- 

ranging and elaborate, or by 
seeing the play Elton wrote at 
the same time, which is more 
powerful. After all, the theatre 
forces you to keep watching 
the chic young director Bruce 


*> 




Popcorn 

Apollo 


Delamitri as he returns to his 
Beverly Hills pad after win¬ 
ning an Oscar, only to find 
himself, his sexy escort, and 
finally his wife and daughter 
held hostage by two fans who 
happen also to be mass mur¬ 
derers. You cannot turn down 
a page and go for a walk, and. 
thanks to Laurence Boswell’s 
taut, crisp production, you 
wont want to do so. 

Forget their inexplicable 
Southern accents, and Patrick 
O'Kane and Dena Davis are 
excellent as mean, tattooed 
Wayne and sentimental Scout, 
the drifters who have left 
scores of corpses in iheir wake. 
Danny Webb is not arrogant 
or disdainful enough for an 
auteur who believes that, de¬ 
spite a body count of 57. his 
movie Ordinary Americans is 


a key contribution to culture: 
but he comes into his own 
when fear and anger are 
needed. Rightly, his Bruce 
reserves true horror for his 
captors' direst threat that he 
help them to escape the electric 
chair by confessing on live TV 
that his movies inspired their 
mayhem. 

E lton has come far as a 
dramatist since his 
Gasping and Poor 
Cow. and makes the debate 
that ensues a perfectly logical 
happening. The only objection 
is that some of the content — 
Wayne's Ttn your proRt. you 
exploit my sickness" — is less 
trailer-park talk titan Elton 
earnestness. But though it 

occasionally embraces carica¬ 
ture, Popcorn is a subtler, 
more textured piece than ft 
might seem. For instance. 
Wayne, with his dopey patrio¬ 
tism. and Scout, with her dim 
propriety, are indeed rather 
similar to the banal thugs you 
find in Reservoir Dogs and 
Pulp Fiction. Maybe Bruce is 


merely passing one kind of 
buck in order to make another, 
or maybe his films do led 
truths about America, or may¬ 
be a bit of both. Good for Ben 


Elton for giving us tough 
subjects to chew. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 



Moment of truth: Danny Webb {Bruce DeUmitri) and kfflers 
Patrick OTCane (Wayne Hudson) and Dena Davis (Scout) 


Jose Feliciano. 
StiH magical after 
all these years. 


\ 





Amcncano. che stunning new album from the 
legendary Juw Feliciano, is now avniLsMc in the UK. 
Appearing live ar HMV, 150 Oxford Street, 
on Tuesday Sth April nt 6pm. 

Debutante 

A I^M CD; W 100 2 m M 8***1 recurd 

shops ,nJ direct fn*n the Music Srnre on 0161 232 1200. 
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Labour’s gang of 24 
waiting and hoping 
in the shadows 


1:TONY BLAIR, 43, Labour leader 
undisputed master of his party but. 
no axperiencaof government 

2: JOHN PRESCOTT, 59, deputy 
Labour leaden a turbulent and 
rumbustious figure who will have a 
key Cabinet role. May have an 
overlord role ruling the regions, 
environment and industry. 

3: JACK STRAW, 50, Home Office: 
a moderniser and key Blairite who 
will be rewarded for his loyalty. 

4: ANN TAYLOR, 49, Leader of the 
House: may switch to become the 
first woman Chief Whip after win¬ 


ter her handing oi the 

report 

5: DAVID BLUNKETT, 49 (hidden 
behind Mr Blair), Education and 
Employment the star of the past 18 
months who has transformed policy 
without tearing the party apart. 

6: GORDON BROWN, 46, Shadow 
Chancellor the second most 
powerful man in a Blair government 
as occupant of Number 11. 

7: ROBIN COOK, 51, Foreign 
Office: standard-bearer of the toft. 
He will be Blair’s Foreign Secretary 
and the candidate of the left in any 



future leadership contest 

8: MARGARET BECKETT, 54. 
Trade and Industy: once on the 
fringes, now back in favour. 

9: FRANK DOBSON, 57, Environ¬ 
ment despite having laughed at aif 
Blair’s jokes at manifesto launch 


yesterday his future looks 
uncertain. 

10: MARJORIE MOWLAM, 47, 
Northern Ireland: a moderniser who 
has earned respect for her handling 
of a notoriously sensitive portfolio. 

11: CHRIS SMITH, 45, Health: 


stock declining after constant los¬ 
ing battles over finance. 

12: DONALD DEWAR, 59. Chief 
Whip: a member of the inner-drde 
destined for high office at the very 
heart of a Blair Cabinet 

13: HARRIET HARMAN, 46, Social 


Security: on the way down having 
never recovered from the fiasco of 
her choice of children's schools. 

14: JACK CUNNINGHAM, 59. 
Heritage: erne of the few to have had 
experience of government 

15: ALISTAIR DARLING, Chief 
Secretary to Treasury: highly re¬ 
garded, poised for advancement 

16: CLARE SHORT, 51, Overseas 
Development rehabilitated after 
being reunited with her long-lost 
adopted son. May head new 
International Development 
department. 

17: RON DAVIES, 50, Wales: gaffe- 
prone, but skilfully handled bitter 
arguments in Welsh party over 
devolution. 

18: GEORGE ROBERTSON, 49, 
Scotland: will be rewarded for 
taking the flak over internal rows in 
Labour Party over referendum on 
devolution. 

19: GAVIN STRANG, 53, Agri¬ 
culture: one of only four members 


of the Shadow Cabinet to have held 
ministerial office in the last Labour 
government Expected casualty of 
first reshuffle. 

20 : TOM CLARKE, 56; Disabled 
Rights: has read the runes and 
already suggested he would be 
prepared to take a Minister of State 
role. 

21: DAVID CLARK, 57, Defence: 
grey, safe, but completely dull. 
Unlikely to rise further than his 
current brief. 

22: DEREK FOSTER. 59. Duchy of 
Lancaster was given the job as the 

g rice for giving up Chief Whip's job. 

peculation he could be kicked 
upstairs to the Lords. 

23: MICHAEL MEACHER, 57, 
Environmental Protection: unrecon¬ 
structed old Left and early favourite 
for demotion. 

24: ANDREW SMITH, 46, Trans¬ 
port the unassuming face of 
Bfalrism who is a safe pair of hands 
in the driving seat 


M A fresh start M A party transformed M Build a modem welfare state M Lead reform in Europe 

Britain can and must do better 


[ believe in Britain, it is a great 
country with a great history. 
The British people are a great 
people. But l believe Britain 
in and must be better better 
bools, better hospitals, better 
ays of tackling crime, of building 
modem welfare state, of equip- 
ing ourselves for a new world 
onomy. 

I want a Britain that is one 
irion. with shared values and 
irpose, where merit comes before 
ivilege, run for the many not the 
w, strong and sure of itself at 
me and abroad. 

I want a Britain that does not 
luffle info the new millennium 
raid of the future, but strides into 
with confidence. 

I want to renew our country’s 
ith "in the ability of its government 
id politics to deliver this new 
itain. I want to do it by making a 
aired ser of important promises 
id achieving them. This is the 
upose of the bond of trust 1 set out 
the end of this introduction, in 
rich ten specific commitments 
e put before you. Hold us Id 
cm. They are our covenant with 

hvant to renew faith in politics 
being honest about the last IS 
ars. Some things the Conserva- 
es got right We will not change 
an. It is where they got things 
ong that we will make change, 
s have no intention or desire to 
jJace one set of dogmas by 

[ want to renew faith in politics 
■ough a government that will 
vem in the interest of the many, 

! broad majority of people who 
irk hard, play by *e rales, pay 
ir dues and feel let down by a 
[ideal system that gives the 
sakstothe few, to an ebte at the 
i increasingly out of touch with 
: rest of us. 

Lnd I want, above all, to govern 
a way that brings our country 
ether, that unites our nation m 
ing the tough and dangerous 


challenges of the new economy and 
changed society in which we must 
live.! want a Britain which we ail 
feel part of, in whose future we all 
have a stake, in which what 1 want 
for my own children \ want for 
yours. 

■ A new politics 

The reason for having created new 
Labour is to meet the challenges of 
a different world. The millennium 
symbolises a new era opening up 
for Britain. I am confident about 
our future prosperity, even optimis¬ 
tic. if we have the courage to change 
and use it to build a better Britain. 

To accomplish this means more 
than just a change of government 
Our aim is no less than to set 
British political life on a new course 
for the future. 

People are cynical about politics 
and distrustful of political prom¬ 
ises. That is hardly surprising. 
There have been few more gross 
breaches of faith than when die 
Conservatives under Mr Major 
promised, before the election of 
IQ9Z that they would not raise 
axes, but would cut them every 
year, and then went on to raise 
them by the largest amount in 
peacetime history starting in the 
first Budget after the election. The 
Exchange Rate Mechanism as the 
cornerstone of economic policy. 
Europe, health, crime, schools, 
sleaze - the broken promises are 
strewn across the country's 
memory. 

The Conservatives’ broken prom¬ 
ises taint all politics. That is why we 
have made it our guiding rule not 
to promise what we cannot deliver, 
and to deliver what we promise. 
What follows is not the politics of a 
100 days that dazzles for a time, 
then fizzles our. ft is nor the politics 
of a revolution, but of a fresh start 
the patient rebuilding and renew¬ 
ing of this country - renewal that 
can take root and build over time. 

That is one way in which politics 
in Britain will gain a new lease of 


fife. But there is another. We aim to 
put behind us the biner political 
struggles of Left and Right that 
have tom our country apart for too 
many decades. Many of these 
conflicts have no relevance whatso¬ 
ever to the modem world — public 
versus private, bosses versus work¬ 
ers. middle class versus working 
class. It is time for this country ro 
move on and move forward. We are 
proud of our history, proud of what 
we have achieved — but we must 
learn from our history, not be 
drained to it. 

■ New Labour 

The purpose of new Labour is to 
give Britain a different political 
choice: the choice between a failed 
Conservative Government, ex¬ 
hausted and divided in everything 
other than its desire to cling on to 
power, and a new and revitalised 
Labour Party that has been resolute 
in transforming itself into a party of 
the future. 

We have rewritten our constitu¬ 
tion, the new Clause IV, ro put a 
commitment to enterprise iong- 
side the commitment to justice. We 
haw changed the way we make 
policy, and put our relations with 
the trade unions on a modern 
footing where they accept they can 
get fairness but no favours from a 
Labour government. Our MRs are 
ail now selected by ordinary party 
members, nor small committees or 
pressure groups. The membership 
itself has doubled, to over 400,000, 
with half the members having 
joined since the last election. 

W e submitted our draft 
manifesto. New Lab¬ 
our New Life for Brit¬ 
ain. to a ballot of all 
our members. 95 per cent of whom 
gave it their express endorsemem. 

We are a national party, support¬ 
ed today by people from all walks of 
life, from the successful business¬ 
man or woman to the pensioner on 
a council esrare. Young people have 


flooded in to join us in what is the 
fastest growing youth section of any 
political party in the West 

■ The vision 

We are a broad-based movement 
for progress and justice. New 
Labour is the political arm of none 
other than the British people as a 
whole. Our values are the same: the 
equal worth of all. with no one cast 
aside: fairness and justice within 
strong communities. 

But we have liberated these 
values from outdared dogma or 
doctrine, and we have applied these 
values to the modem world. 

I want a country in which people 
get on, do well, make a success of 
their lives. I have no time for the 
politics of envy. We need more 
successful entrepreneurs, not fewer 
of them. But these life-chances 
should be for all the people. And I 
want a society in which ambition 
and compassion are seen as part¬ 
ners not opposites — where we 
value public service as well as 
material wealth. 

New Labour believes in a society 
where we do not simply pursue our 
own individual aims out where we 
hold many aims in common and 
work together to achieve them. 
How we build the industry and 
employment opportunities of the 
future; how we tadde the division 
and inequality in our society; how 
we care for and enhance our 
environment and quality of life; 
how we develop modern education 
and health services; how we create 
communities that are safe, where 
mutual respect and tolerance are 
the order of the day. These are 
things we must achieve together as 
acounrry. 

The insio/i is one of national 
renewal, a country with drive, 
purpose and energy. A Britain 
equipped to prosper in a global 
economy of technological change; 
with a modem welfare state; its 
politics more accountable; and 
confident of its place in the world. 


■ Programme a new Centre and 
Centre Left politics 

In each area of policy a new and 
distinctive approach has been 
mapped our, one that differs both 
from the solutions of the old Left 
and those of the Conservative 
Right This is why new Labour is 
new. We believe in the strength of 
our values, but we recognise also 
that the policies of 1997 cannot be 
those of 1947 or 1967. More detailed 
policy has been produced by us 
than by any opposition in history. 
Our direction and destination are 
clear. 

The old Left would have sought 
state control of industry. The 
Conservative Right is content to 
leave ail to the market. We rejecr 
both approaches. Government and 
industry must work together to 
achieve key objectives aimed at 
enhancing the dynamism of the 
market not undermining it 

In industrial relations, we make 
ir clear thar there will be no return 
to flying pickets, secondary action, 
strikes with no ballots or the trade 
union law of the 1970s. There will 
instead be basic minimum rights 
for the individual at the workplace, 
where our aim is partnership, not 
conflict, between employers and 
employees. 

In economic management we 
accept the global economy as a 
reality and reject the isolationism 
and “go-it-alone" polities of the 
extremes of Right or Left 

In education, we reject both the 
idea of a return to the 11-plus and 
the monolithic comprehensive 
schools that take no account of 
children* differing abilities. In¬ 
stead we favour all-in schooling 
which identifies the distinct abili¬ 
ties of individual pupils and 
organise then in classes to 
maximise their progress in individ¬ 
ual subjects. In this way we 
modernise the comprehensive prin¬ 
ciple. learning from the experience 
of its 30 years of application. 


In health policy, we will safe¬ 
guard the basic principles of the 
NHS, which we founded, but will 
not return to the top-down manage¬ 
ment of the 1970s. So we will keep 
the planning and provision of 
healthcare separate, but put plan¬ 
ning on a longer-term, decentral¬ 
ised and more cooperative basis. 
The key is to root out unnecessary 
administrative cost, and to spend 
money on the right things — 
frontline care. 

O n crime, we believe in 
personal responsibility’ 
and in punishing crime, 
but also tackling its un¬ 
derlying causes — so. tough on 
crime, tough on the causes of crime, 
different from the Labour approach 
of the past and the Tory policy of 
today. 

Over-centralisation of govern¬ 
ment and lack of accountability 
was a problem in governments of 
both lift and Right Labour is 
committed to the democratic re¬ 
newal of our country through 
decentralisation and the elimina¬ 
tion of excessive government 
secrecy. 

In addition, we will face up to the 
new issues that confront us. We will 
be the party of welfare reform. In 
consultation and partnership with 
the people, we will design a modern 
welfare state based on rights and 
duties going together, fit for the 
modern world. 

We will siand up for Britain's 
interests in Europe after the sham¬ 
bles of the last six years, but, more 
than that, we will lead a campaign 
for reform in Europe. Europe isn’t 
working in the way this country 
and Europe need. But to lead 
means to be involved, to be con¬ 
structive, to be capable of getting 
our own way. 

We will put concern for the 
environment at the heart of policy¬ 
making. so that it is not an add-on 
extra, but informs the whole of 
government, from housing and 


energy policy through to global 
warming and international 
agreements. 

We will search out at every turn 
new ways and new ideas to tackle 
the new issues: how ro encourage 
more flexible working hours and 
practices to suit employees and 
employers alike: how to harness the 
huge potential of the new informa¬ 
tion technology; how to simplify the 
processes of the government mach¬ 
ine; how to put public and private 
sector togeiher in partnership to 
give us the infrastructure and 
transport system we need. 

We will be a radical government. 
But the definition of radicalism will 
not be that of doctrine, whether of 
Left or Right, but of achievement. 
New Labour is a party of ideas and 
ideals but nor of outdated ideology. 
What counts is what works. The 
objectives are radical. The means 
will be modern. 

So the party is transformed. The 
vision is clear. And from that vision 
stems a modem programme of 
change and renewal for Britain. We 
understand that after 18 years of 
one-party rule, people want 
change, believe that it is necessary 
for the country and for democracy, 
but require faith to make the 
change. 

We therefore ser out in the 
manifesto that follows ten commit¬ 
ments. commitments that form our 
bond of trust with the people. They 
are specific. They are real. Judge us 
on them. Have trust in us and we 
will repay that trust. 

Our mission in politics is to 
rebuild this bond of trust between 
government and the people. That is 
the only way democracy can flour¬ 
ish. 1 pledge to Britain a govern¬ 
ment which shares their hopes, 
which understands their fears, and 
which will work as partners with 
and for all our people, not just the 
privileged few. This is our contract 
with the people. 


Continued on next page 
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Modernise schools ■ Raise standards ■ Parental power ■ Economic stability B Fair taxes 



We will make education our No 1 priority: 

□ Cut classes to 30 or under for 5,6 and 7 years 

□ Nursery places for all four year-olds 

□ Attack low standards In schools 

□ Access to computer technology 

□ Lifelong learning through a new University 
for Industry 

□ More spending on education as the cost 
of unemployment falls 


ROBtN MAYES 


EDUCATION 


EDUCATION has been the Tories' 
biggest failure. It is Labour's number 
onepriorify. 

It is not just good for the individual. U 
is an economic necessity for the nation. 
We will compete successfully on the 
basis of quality or not at afl. And quality 
comes from developing the potential of 
all our people. It is the people who are 
our greatest natural asset. We wfl3 
ensure they can fulfil their potential. 

Nearly half of II year-olds in England 
and Wales fail to reach expected 
standards in English and maths. Britain 
has a smaller share of 17 and 18 year- 
olds in full-time education than any 
major industrial nation. Nearly two- 
thirds of the British workforce lack 
vocational qualifications. 

There are excellent schools in Britain's 
state education system. But far too many 
children are denied the opportunity to 
succeed. Our task is to raise the 
standards of every school. 

We will put behind us (he old 
arguments that have bedevilled edu¬ 
cation in this country. We reject the 
Tories’ obsession with school structures: 
all parents should be offered real choice 
through good quality schools, each with 
its own strengths and individual ethos. 
There should be no return to the Il-plus. 
It divides children into successes and 
failures at Ear too early an age. 

We must modernise comprehensive 
schools- Children are not all of the same 
ability, nor do they learn at the same 
speed. That means settmgChildren in 
classes to ma ximis e progress, for the 
benefit of high-fliers and slower learners 
alike. The focus must be on levelling up, 
not levelling down. 

With Labour, the Department for 
Education and Employment wfll be¬ 
come a leading office of stale. It will give 
a strong and consistent lead to help raise 
standards in every school. Standards, 
more than structures, are the key to 
success. Labour will never put dogma 
before children's education. Our ap¬ 
proach will be to intervene where there 
are problems, not where schools are 
succeeding. 

Labour will never force the abolition 
of good schools whether in the private or 
state sector. Any changes in the ad¬ 
missions potictes of grammar schools 
will be derided by local parents. Quitch 
schools w SI retain their distinctive 
religious ethos. 

We wish to build bridges wherever we 
can across education divides. The educa¬ 
tional apartheid created by the 
public/private divide diminishes the 
whole education system. 

■ Zero tolerance of 
underpaid rn u unce 

Every school has the capacity to succeed. 
All Local Education Authorities (LEAs) 
must demonstrate that every school is 
improving. For those foiling schools 
unable to improve, ministers will order 
a “fresh start" —tk»e the school and 
start afresh on the same site. Where 
good schools and bad schools coexist 
side by side we will authorise LEAs to 
allow one school to take over the other to 
set the underperforming school on a 
new path. 

■ Quality nnrsciy education guar¬ 
anteed for all four year-olds 

Nursery vouchers have been proven not 
to work. They are costly and do not 
generate more quality nursery places. 
We will use the money saved by 
scrapping nursery vouchers to guar¬ 
antee places for four yearoU$-.We will 
invite selected local authorities to pilot 
early excellence centres combining edu¬ 
cation and care for the under-fives. We 
wiD set targets for universal provision 
for three year-olds whose parents want 


■ New focus on standards 
in primary schools . 


Primary schools are the key to master¬ 
ing the basics and developing in every 
child an eagerness to learn. 

Every sdiool needs baseline assess¬ 
ment of pupils when they enter the 
school, and a year-on-year target for 
improvement. 

We will reduce dass sizes for five, srx 
and seven year-olds no 30 or undo*, by 
phasing out the assisted places scheme, 
the cost of which fa ret to rise to E180 
million per year. 

We must recognise the three Vs for 
what they are — buDdmg blocks of all 
teaming that must be taught better. We 
wQJ achieve this by improving the skills 
of the aching force; ensuring a stron¬ 
ger focus on literacy in the curriculum: 
and piloiing literacy summer schools to 
meet our new target that within a decade 
every child leaves primary school with a 
reading age of at least II (bandy half do 
today). 

Our numeracy taskforce wDl develop 
equally ambitious targets. We will 
encourage use of the most effective 
teaching methods, including phonics far 
reading and whole dass interactive 
teaching for maths. 

■ Attacking educational 
disadvantage 

No matter where a school is. Labour will 
not tolerate under-achievemenl. . 

Public/private partnerships will im¬ 
prove die condition of school buildings. 
There will be education action zones to 
attack tow standards by recruiting the 
best teachers and bead teach ers t o 
under-achieving schools; by supporting 
voluntary mentoring schemes to provide 
one-to-one support far disad vantaged 

pupils: and by creating new opportu¬ 
nities for children, after the age of H. to 
enhance their studies by acquiring 
knowledge an d experi ence within in¬ 
dustry and commerce. . 

Tftymirlc Moder-achievement m urban 
areas, we have developed a new scheme 
with the Premier leag ue. In pa rtner- 

-*~3tts3srig 
jgsBffisa a 1 ES 

SimThe scheme w^be la unched 

on a pitot basts during the 1997/8 season. 

We support the greatest pos^e 
integration into mainstream education 
ofpup&swidi special educational needs. 


while recognising that specialist facil¬ 
ities are essential to meet particular 
needs. 

■ Reafisug the potential 
of new technology 

Labour is the pioneer of new thinking. 
We have agreed with British Telecom 
and the cable pompanies that they will 
wire up schools, libraries, colleges and 
hospitals to the information super¬ 
highway free of charge. We have also 
secured agreement to make access 
charges as low as possible. 

For the Internet we plan a National 
Grid for Learning, franchised as a 
public/private partnership, which will 
bring to teachers up-to-date materials to 
enhance their skills, and to children 
high-quality educational materials. We 
will use lottery money to improve the 
skills of existing teachers in information 
technology. 

in opposition. Labour set up the 
independent Stevenson Commission to 
promote access for children to new 
technology. Its recent report is a 
challenging programme for the future. 
We are urgently examining how to 
implement its plans, in particular the 
development of educational software 
through a grading system which wDl 
provide schools with guarantees of 
product quality, and the provision for 
every child of an indnSdoal e-mail 
address. An independent standing com¬ 
mittee will continue to advise us on the 
implementation of our plans in 
government. 

■ The role of parents 

We win increase the powers and 


will be more parent governors 
and. for the first time, parent repre¬ 
sentatives on LEAs. 

A major objective is to promote a 
culture of responsibility for learning 
within the family, through contracts 
between all schools and parents, defin¬ 
ing the responsibilities of each. National 
guidelines wifi establish minimum peri¬ 
ods for homework for primary and 
secondary school pupils. 

Teachers will be entitled to positive 
support from parents to promote good 
attendance and sound discipline. 
Schools suffer from unruly and disrup¬ 
tive pupils. Exclusion or suspension 
may sometimes be necessary. We wiD. 
however, pilot new pupal referral unite 
so that schools are protected but these 
pupils are not lost to education or the 
country. 

■ New job description for LEAs 

The judge and jury of LEA performance 
will be their contribution to raising 
standards. 

LEAs are closer to schools than 
central government and have the au¬ 
thority of being locally elected- But they 
will be required to devolve power, and 
more of their budgets, to heads and 
governors: LEA performance will be 
inspected by Ofeted and die Audit 
Commission. Where authorities are 
failing, the Secretary of State may 
suspend die relevant powers of the LEA 
and send in an improvement team. 

■ Grant maintained schools 
Schools that are now grant maintained 
wfll prosper with Labour's proposals, as 
will every school 

Tory claims that Labour mil dose 
these schools are false. The system of 
funding will not discriminate unfairly 
either between schools or between 
pupils.-LEAs will be represented on 
governing bodies, but will not control 
them. We support guidelines for open 
and fair admissions, along the lines of 
those introduced in 1993; but we will also 
provide a right of appeal to an indepen¬ 
dent panel in disputed cases. 

■•Teachers: pressure and support 

Schools are critically dependent on the 
quality of all staff. The majority of 
teachers are skilful and dedicated, but 
some fall short We wfl] improve teacher 
training, and ensure that all teachers 
have an induction year when they first 
qualify, to ensure their suitability for 
teaching. 

There will be a general 
council to speak for and raise 
in the profession. We wiD create a new 
grade of teachers to recognise the best 
There will, however, be speedy, but fair, 
procedures to remove teachers who 
cannot do the job. 

The strength of a school is critically 
dependent on the quality of its head. We 
will establish mandatory qualifications 
for the post. A head teacher wiD be 
appointed to a position only when fully 
trained to accept the responsibility. 

■ Higher education 

The improvement and expansion 
needed cannot be funded out of general 
taxation. Our proposals for funding 
have been mode to die Desiring Com¬ 
mittee. in Use with successful policies 
abroad. 

The costs of student maintenance 
should be repaid fry graduates on an 
income-related basis, from tile career 
success to which higher education has 
contributed. The current system is badly 
administered and payback periods are 
too short We will provide efficient 
administration, with fairness ensured 
by longer payback periods when? 
required. 

■ lifelong learning 

We must leant throughout life, to retain 
employment through new and improve d 
skills. We will promote adult learning 
both at work and in the critical sector of 
further education. 

In schools and colleges, we support 
broader A-Jevds and upgraded voca¬ 
tional qualifications, underpinned fay 
rigorous standards and key drill* 

Employers have the primary respon- 

sflxfity for training their workforces in 

S ' 'i-relaKd sldUs. But individuals should 
given the power to invest in training. 

We will invest public matey for training 
in Individual Learning Accounts which 
individuals —for example women re¬ 
turning to the labour force — can then 



Moral leaden Tony Blair leaving home yesterday for the launch of his manifesto 

This is Labour’s five-year 
contract with the people 


OVER the five years of a Labour government: 

I: Education will be our number one priority, and we 
will increase the share of national income spent on 
education as we decrease it on the bills of economic 
and social failure. 

2: There will be no increase in the basic or top rates of 
income tax. 

3c We will provide stable economic growth with low 
inflation, and promote dynamic and competitive 
business and industry at home and abroad 
Ac We will get 250.000 young unemployed off benefit 
and into work. 

5c We will rebuild the NHS, reducing spending on 
administration and increasing spending on patient 
care 

fie We will be tough on crime and tough on the causes 
Of crime, and halve tbe time it takes persistent juvenile 
offenders to come to court. 

7: We will help build strong families and strong 
communities, and lay the foundations of a modem 
welfare state in pensions and community care 


& We will safeguard our environment, and develop an 
integrated transport polity to fight congestion and 
pollution 

9: We will dean up politics, decentralise political 
power throughout the United Kingdom and put the 
funding of political parties on a proper and 
accountable basis 

10b We will give Britain the leadership in Europe 
which Britain and Europe need 

We haw modernised tbe Labour Party and we wiD 
modernise Britain. This means knowing where we 
want to go: being dearheaded about the country’s 
future; idling the truth; making tough choices; 
insisting that all parts of the public sector live within 
their means; taking on vested interests that hold 
people back; standing up to unreasonable demands 
from any quarter; and being prepared to give a moral 
lead where government has responsibilities it should 
not avoid. 

Britain does deserve better. And new Labour will be 
better for Britain. 


use to gain the skills they want We will 
kkkstart the programme for up to a 
million people, using £150 million of 
TEC money which could be better used 
and which would provide a asrtributkHi 
of £150. alongside individuals making 
small investments. Employers will be 
encouraged to make voluntary contribu¬ 
tions. We wiD also promote the extotsion 
of die Investors in People initiative into 
many more small firms. 


Our new University for Industry, 
collaborating with the Open University, 
wiD bring new opportunities to adults 
seeking to develop their potential. This 
wiD bring government, industry and 
education together to create a new 
resource whose remit will be to use new 
technology to enhance skills and edu¬ 
cation. The University for industry will 
be a public/private partnership. 
commissioning software and developing 
(he links to extend lifelong learning. 


■ Government spending 
on education 

The Conservatives have cut spending on 
education as a share of national income 
by the equivalent of more than E3 billion 

as spending on the bills of economic and 
social failure has risen. We are commit¬ 
ted to reversing this trend of spending. 
Over the course of a fivM-ear par¬ 
liament, as we cut die costs ol economic 
and soda! failure, we will raise the 
income spent on education. 


We will promote personal prosperity for all. 

□ Economic stability to promote investment 

□ Tough inflation target, mortgage rates as low 
as possible 

□ Stick for two years within existing 
spending limits 

U Five-year pledge: no increase in income tax 
rates 

□ Long-term objective of IQp starting rate tax 

□ Early Budget to get people off welfare 
and into work 


PROSPERITY 


THE Conservatives hare in 18 years 
created the (wo longest, deepest reces¬ 
sions this century. We hare experienced 
the slowest average growth ran- of any 
similar period since the Second World 
War. There has been a fundamental 
failure to tackle (he underlying causes of 
inflation, of low growth and of un¬ 
employment. These are: 

□ too much economic instability, with 
wild swings from boom to bust 

□ too little investment in education 
and skills, and in the application of new 
technologies 

□ too few opportunities id find jobs, 
start new businesses or become self- 

n ployed 

U too narrow an industrial base 

□ and too little sense of common 
purpose in the workplace or across (he 
nation. 

Britain can do better. We roust build 
on the British qualities of inventiveness, 
creativity and adaptability. New 
Labours objective is to improve living 
standards for the many, not just the few. 
Business can and must succeed in 
raising productivity. This requires a 
combination of a skilled and educated 
workforce with investment in the latest 
technological inno v atio ns , as the route 
to higher wages and employment. 

An explicit objective of a Labour 
government wiD be to raise the trend 
rate of growth by strengthening our 
wealth-creating base. We will nurture 
investment in industry, skills, infra- 
structure and new technofogies. And we 
wfll mack long-term unemployment, 
especially among young people. Our 
goal will be educational and employ¬ 
ment opportunities for afl. Economic 
stability is the essentia] platform for 
sustained growth. In a global economy 
the roue to growth is stability pot 
inflation. The priority must be stable; 
low-inflation conditions for Jong-term 
growth. The root causes of inflation and 


tow growth are the same an economic 
and industrial base that remains weak. 
Government cannot solve all economic 
problems or end (he economic cycle. But 
fay spending wisely and taxing fairly, 
goremment can help tackle the prob¬ 
lems. Our goals are tow inflation, rising 
living standards and high and stable 
levels of empfoymem. 

■ Spending and tax: 
new Labours approach 

The myth that the solution to every 
problem is increased spending has been 

comprehensively dispelled under the 
Conservatives. Spending has risen. But 
more spending has brought neither 
greater fairness nor less poverty. Quite 
the reverse hur society fa more divided 
than it has been for generations. The 
level of public spending fa no longer the 
best measure of the effectiveness of 
government action in the public interest. 
His wh at money is actually spent on that 
counts more than how much money is 
spent. 

The national debt has doubled under 
John Major. The public finances r em ain 
weak. A new Labour government wfll 
give immediate high priority to seeing 
haw public money can be belter used. 

New Labour will be wise spenders, 
nca big spenders. We trill work in 
partnership with the private sector to 
achieve our goals. We will ask about 
public spending the first question that a 
manager in any co mpany would ask 
can existing resources be used more 
effectively to meet our priorities? And 
because efficiency and value for money 
are central, ministers wfll be required to 
save before they spend. 

Save to Invest fa our a pp ro ac h, notlax 
and spend. 

The increase in taxes under the 
Conservatives is the most dramatic 
evidence of economic failure. Since 1992 
the typical family has paid more than 


'2 


£2.000 in extra taxes — the biggest tax 
hike in peacetime history, breaking 
every promise made by John Major at 
the last election. The tragedy is (hat 
those hardest hit are least able to pay. 
, That fa why we strongly opposed the 
imposition ofVATon fuel: it was Labour 
dial stopped the government from 
increasing VAT on fuel to 17.5 per cent 

Taxation fa not neutral in die way it 
raises revenue. How and what govern¬ 
ments tax sends dear signals about the 
economic activities they believe should 
be encouraged or discouraged, and the 
values they wish to entrench in society. 
Just as. for example, work should be 
encouraged through the tax .system, 
environmental pollution should be 
discouraged. 

New Labour will establish a new trust 
an tax with the British people. The 
promises we make we will keep. The 
principles that wiD underpin our tax 
policy are dear 

□ to encourage empfoyroem opportu¬ 
nities and work incentives for all 

□ to promote savings and investment 

□ and to be fa ir and be seen to be fair. 

New Labour fa not about high taxes 

on ordinary families. It is about soda! 
justice and a fair deal. 

New Labour therefore makes the follow¬ 
ing economic pledges. 

■ Fair taxes 

There will be no return to the penal lax 
rates that existed under both Labour 
and Conservative governments in the 
1970s. 

TO encourage work and reward effort, 
we are pledged not to raise the basic or 
top rates of income tax throughout the 
next Parliament. 

Our tong-term objective is a lower 
starting rate of income tax of ten pence 
in the pound. Reducing tbe high 
marginal rates at the bottom end of tbe 
earning scale fiften 70 or 80 per cent (s 
not only fair but desirable to encourage 
employment 

This goal will benefit the many, not 
the few. It is m sharp contrast to the Tbry 
goal of abolishing capital gains and 
inheritance tax. at feast half the benefit 
of which wfl] go to the richest 5,000 
families in the country. 

We will cut VAT on fuel to 5 per cent 
the lowest level allowed. 

We renew our pledge not to extend 
VAT to food, childrens clothes, books 
and news pa pers and public transport 
fares; 

We will also examine the interaction 
of the tax and benefits systems so that 
they can be streamlined and 
modernised, so as to fulfil our objectives 
of promo t ing work incentives, reducing 
poverty and welfare dependency, and 
strengthening community and family 
life. 

■ No rids with inflation 


We will match the currenrtarger for low 
and stable inflation of 15 prr cent or 
less. We wifi reform the Bank of 
England to ensure that decision-making 
on monetary policy is more effective. 
open, accountable and free from short¬ 
term political manipulation. 

■ Strict rules for 
goverament borrowing 

We wfll enforce the golden rule Of public 
spending over the economic cycle, we 
will only borrow to invest and nor to 
fund current expenditure. 

We wiD ensure that — over the 
economic cycle — public debt as a 
proportion of national income fa at a 
stable and prudent level. 

■ Stick to planned public 
spending allocations for 
the first two years of office 

Our decisions have not been taken 
lightly. They are a recognition of 
Conservative mismanagement of the 
public finances. For the next two years 
Labour will work within the depart¬ 
mental ceilings for spending already 
announced. We wiD resist unreasonable 
demands on the public purse, including 
any unreasonable public sector pay 
demands. 


■ Switch spending from 
economic foil ore to investment 

We wfl] conduct a spending review and 
departmental reviews to assess how io 
use resources better, while rooting out 
waste and inefficiency in public spend¬ 
ing. Labour priorities in public spending 
are different from Tory.priorities. 

■ Tax reform to promote 
saving investment 

We wfll introduce a new individual 
savings account and extend the principle 
of TESSAs and PEPS to promote long¬ 
term saving. We will review the cor¬ 
porate and capital gains tax regimes to 
see how the tax system can promote 
greater long-term investment 

■ Wdfarefo-work Budget 

We will introduce a Budget within two 
months after the election to begin the 
task of equipping the British economy 
and reforming the welfare state to get 
young people and the long-term un¬ 
employed back to work. This wetfare-to- 
work programme will be funded by a 
windfall levy on the excess profits of the 
privatised utilities, introduced in this 
Budget after we have consulted the 
regulators. 


We wilt help create successful and 
profitable businesses 

□ Backing business: skills, infrastructure, new 
markets 

□ Gains for consumers with tough 
competition (aw 

□ New measures to help small businesses 

□ National minimum wage to tackle low pay 

□ Boost local economic growth with 
Regional Development Agencies 

□ A strong and effective voice in Europe 


BUSINESS 


NEW Labour offers business a new deal 
for the future. We will leave intact the 
main changes of the 1980s in industrial 
relations and enterprise. We see healthy 
profits as an essential motor of a 
dynamic market economy, and believe 
they depend on quality products, inno¬ 
vative entrepreneurs and skilled 
employees. We wfll build a new partner¬ 
ship with business to improve the 
competitiveness of industry for the 21st 
century, leading to faster growth. 

Many of the fundamentals of the 
British economy are still weak. Low pay 
and low skills go together: insecurity fa 
the consequence erf economic instability; 
the absence of qualiry jobs is a product of 
the weakness of our industrial base; we 
suffer from both high unemployment 
and skills shortages. There fa no future 
for Britain as a low-wage economy: we 
cannot compete on wages with countries 
paying a tenth of British wages. 

We need to win on higher quality 
skill, innovation and reliability. With 
Labour. British and inward investors 
will find this country an attractive and 
profitable place to do business. 

New Labour believes in a flexible 
labour market that serves employers 
and employees alike But flexibility 
alone is not enough. We need flexibility 
plus: 

□ phis higher skills and higher 
standards in our schools and colleges 

□ phis policies to ensure economic 
stability 

□ phis partnership with business to 
raise investment in infrastructure, sd- 
«oe and research and to back small 
firms 

□ plus new leadership from Britain to 
reform Europe, in place of the current 
policy of drift and disengagement from 
our largest market 

□ plus guaranteeing Britain's mem¬ 
bership of the single market — indeed, 
opening up markets inside and outside 
the EU — helping make Britain an 
attractive place to do business 

□ plus minimum standards of fair 
treatment, including a national mini¬ 
mum wage 

□ plus an imaginative welfare-to- 
work programme to put long-term 
unemployed back to work and to cut 
social security costs. 

■ A reformed and tougher 
competition law 

Competitiveness abroad must begin 
with compel i l ion at home. Effective 
competition can bring value and quality 
to consumers. As an early priority we 
will reform Britain's competition law. 
We will adopt a tough prohibi- 
tivedpproach to deter anti-competitive 
practices. 

In the utility industries we will 
promote competition wherever possible. 
Where competition is not an effective 
discipline, for example in the water 
industry which has a poor environ¬ 
mental record and has in must cases 
been a tax-free zone, we will pursue 
tough, efficient regulation in the in¬ 
terests of customers, and, in flic case of 
water, in the interests of the environ¬ 
ment as well. We recognise the need for 
open and predictable regulation which 
is fair both to consumers and to 
shareholders and at the same time 
provides incentives for managers to 
innovate and improve efficiency. 

■ Reinvigorate the 
Private Finance Initiative 

The country's infrastructure fa 
dangerously run down: parts of our 
road and rail network are seriously 
neglected, and all too ofien our urban 
environment has been allowed to 
deteriorate. 

Labour pioneered the idea of public/- 
private partnerships. It is Labour local 
authorities which have done moat to 
create these partnerships at local level. A 
Labour government will overcome the 
problems that have plagued the PFl at a 
national level. We will act priorities 
between projects, saving time and 
expense: we will seek a realistic alloca¬ 
tion of risk between the partners to a 
project: and we will ensure that best 
practice is spread throughout govern¬ 
ment. We will aim to simplify and speed 
op the planning process for major 
in frastr ucture projects of vital national 
interest. 

We wfll ensure that self-financing 
commercial organisations within the 
public sector—die Post Office is a prime 
example — are given greater comma - - 
aal freedom to make the most of new 
opportunities. 

Backing small business 
The number of small employers has 
declined by half a million since 1900. 
Support for small businesses wiD have a 
major role in our plans for economic 
growth. We will out unnecessary red 
tape: provide for statutory interest on 


late payment of debts: improve support 
for high-tech start-ups; improve the 
quality and relevance of advice and 
training through a reformed Business 
Links network and the University for 
Industry, and assist firms to enter 
overseas markets more effectively. 

■ Local economic growth 
Prosperity needs to be built from the 
bottom up. We will establish one-stop 
regional development agencies to co¬ 
ordinate regional economic dev¬ 
elopment. help small business and 
encourage inward investment Many 
regions are taking informal steps to this 
end and they will be supported. 

■ St r engthen oar capability in 
science, technology and design 

The UK must be positively committed to 
the global pursuit of new knowledge, 
with a strong science base m our 
universities and centres of excellence 
leading the world. The Dealing Com¬ 
mittee represents a significant opportu¬ 
nity to promote high-quality standards 
in science teaching and research 
throughout UK higher education. We 
support a collaborative approach be¬ 
tween researchers and business, spread¬ 
ing the use of new technology and good 
deign, and exploiting our own inven¬ 
tions to boost business in the UK. 

■ Promoting new green 
technologies and businesses 

There fa huge potential to develop 
Britain’s environmental technology in¬ 
dustries to create jobs, win exports and 
protect foe environment. 

Effective environmental management 
is an increasingly important component 
of modem business practice. We sup¬ 
port a major push to promote energy 
conservation particularly by the promo¬ 
tion of home energy efficiency schemes, 
finked to our environment taskforce for 
the under-25s. We are committed to an 
energy policy designed to promote 
cleaner, more efficient energy use and 
production, including a new and strong 
drive to develop renewable energy 
sources such as solar and wind energy, 
and combined heat and power. We see 
no economic case for the building of any 
new nuclear power stations. 

Key elements of the 1980s 
trade union reforms to stay 
There must be minimum standards for 
foe individual at work, including a 
minimum wage, within a flexible labour 
market. We need a sensible balance in 
industrial relations law — rights and 
duties go together. 

The key elements of the trade union 
legislation of the JOSOs will stay - on 
ballots, picketing and industrial action. 
People should be free to join or not to 
join a union. Where they do decide to 
join, and where a majority of the 
relevant workforce vote in a ballot for 
the union to represent them, the union 
should be recognised. This promotes 
stable industrial relations. There wifl be 
full consultation on the most effective 
means of implementing this proposal. 

■ Partnership al work 
The best companies recognise their 
employees as partners in the enterprise. 
Employees whose conditions are good 
are more committed to their companies 
and are more productive. Many unions 
and employers are embracing partner¬ 
ship m place of conflicr. Government 
should welcome this. 

We are keen to encourage a variety of 
fr ,rms °f partnership and enterprise, 
spreading ownership and encouraging 
more employees to become owners 
“trough Employee Share Ownership 
nans. We support too the Social 
Chapter of foe EU. but will deploy our 
influence m Europe to ensure that it 
Develops so as to promote employability 
and competitiveness, not inflexibility. 

l A sensibly set national 
minimum wage 

Thae should be a statutory level 
oencath which pay should not fall — 
wjtn foe minimum wage decided not on 
j*?® 5 °f a rigid formula hut 
according to the economic circum- 
srant« of the limeand with the advice of 
nmdependent low pay commission, 
membership wfll indude repre¬ 
sentatives of employers, including small 
business, and employees. 

Every modern industrial country has 
wage, induding foe US and 
apart- Britain used to have minimum 
SgS. foe Wages Councils, 

ntroduced sensibly, the minimum wage 
** worst excesses of law 
** ° r particular benefit to 
cutting some of the 
mawive M billion benefits ball by which 

pay very low wages. 

Continued on next page 
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There are over one million fewer jobs in 
Bniam than in i wo. One in five families 

has no one working. One million single 
mothers are trapped on benefits. There 
« a wider gap between rich and poor 
than for generations. 

We are determined not to continue 
down the road of a permanent have-not 
class. unemployed and disaffected from 
socieiy. Our long-term objecTiu; i 5 high 
and stable levels of employment. This is 
the true meaning of a stakeholder 
economy where cve-ryi ipe has a stake in 
sodet>- and owes responsibilities lo it. 

Tih: best W’jy to cackle poverty is ro 
help people into jobs real jobs’ The 
unemployed have a responsibility to 
take up the opportunity of training 
places or work, hut these must be rial 
opportunities. The governments 
workfare proposnk with a success rule 
of one in ten fail this test. 

Labours welfure-io-wnrk programme 
will attack unemplmment and break the 
spiral of eseduitng Spending on social 
security. A one-off windfall lew on the 
excess profits of the privatised utilities 
will fond our ambitious programme. 

■ Every young person unemployed for 
more than six months in a job or 
training 

We will give 250.00U under-25s opportu¬ 
nities for work, education and training. 
Four options will hr on offer, each 
involving day-release education nr train¬ 
ing leading to a qualification: 

Q private-sector joh: employers will 
be offered a J bO-a-week rebate for six 
months 

□ work with a non-profit voluntary 
sector employer, paying a weekly waoe. 
equivalent to benefit plus a fixed sum for 
six months 

□ full-rime study for young people 
without qualifications on an approved 
course 

D a job with die environment 
taskforce, linked to Labours citizens 
service programme. 

Rights and responsibilities must go 
hand in hand, without a fifth option of 
life on full benefit. 

■ Every 16 and 17 year-old on the road 
to a proper qualification by the war 
2000 

Nearly a third of young people do not 
achieve an NVQ level two qualification 


hy age 19. All young people will be 
offered part-time or full-time education 
after the age of to. Any under-18 year-old 
in a jnb will have the right to study on an 
approved course for qualifications at 
eulfoge. We will replace the failed Youth 
Training scheme with our new Target 
2000 programme, offering young people 
high-quality education and training. 

■ Action on long-term unemployment 

partnerships between government 
and business, folly involving local 
authorities and the voluntary sector, will 
attack long-term joblessness. We will 
encourage employers to take on those 
who hare suffered unemployment for 
more than two years with a J 7S-a-week 
fax rebate paid for six months, financed 
by the windfall levy. Our programme 
for the phased release of past receipts 
from council house sales will provide 
new jobs in the construction industry. 

■ Lone parents into work 

Today the mum connection between 
unemployed lone parents and the statu is 
their benefits. Most kmc parents want to 
work, hut arc given no help ui fin J it 
New Labour has a positive policy. Once 
the youngest child is in the second term 
of full-lime school, lone parents will be 
offered advice hy a proactive Employ¬ 
ment Service to develop a package of job 
search, training and after-school care to 
help them off benefit. 

■ Customised, personalised services 
We favour initiatives with new combina¬ 
tions of available benefits to suit 
individual circumstances. In new and 
innovative Employment Zones; personal 
job accounts will combine money cur¬ 
rently available fur benefits and train¬ 
ing. to offer (he unemployed new options 
leading lo work and independence. We 
will co-ordinate benefits, employment 
and career services, and utilise new 
technology to improve their quality and 
efficiency. 

■ Fraud 

Just as we owe it lo the taxpayer to crack 
down on tax avoidance, so we must 
crack down on dishonesty in the benefit 
system. We will start with a clampdown 
on Housing Benefit fraud, estimated to 
cost 12 billion a year, and will maintain 
action against benefit fraud of all kinds. 


We wilf save the NHS 

□ 100,000 people off waiting lists 

□ End the Tory internal market 

□ End waiting for cancer surgery 

□ Tough quality targets for hospitals 

□ independent food standards agency 

□ New public heatth drive 

□ Raise spending in real terms every year and 
spend the money on patients not bureaucracy 


HEALTH SERVICE 


LABOUR created the NHS 50 years ago. 
It is under threat from the Conser¬ 
vatives. We want to save and modernise 
the NHS. 

But if the Conservatives are elected 
again there may well not be an NHS in 
five yearsUme — neither national nor 
comprehensive. Labour commits itself 
anew to the historic principle: lhar if you 
are ill or injured there will he a National 
Health Service there to help: and access 
R> it will be based on need and need 
alone — not on your ability ro pay. or on 
who your GP happens to be or on where 
you live. 

In 1940 the Conservatives imposed on 
the NHS a complex internal market of 
hospitals compering iu win contracts 
from health authorities and fondhold- 
ing GPs. The result is an NHS strangled 
by cosily red tape, with every individual 
transaction the subject of a separate 
invoice. After six years, bureaucracy 
swaffows an uxfra CI.5 billion per yean 
there arc 20.000 more managers and 
50,000 fewer nurses on the wards: and 
more titan one million people are on 
ivairing lists. The Government has 
consistently Tailed to meet even its own 
health targets. 

There can be no return to top-down 
management, but Labour will end lire 
Conservatives* internal market m 
healthcare. The planning and provision 
of care are necessary and distinct 
functions, and will remain so. But under 
the Tories! the administrative costs of 
purchasing care have undermined pro¬ 
vision and the market system has 
distorted elmical priorities. Labour will 
cut costs by removing the bureaucratic 
processes of the internal marker. 

The savings achieved will goon direct 
care for patients. As a start, the first CIO) 
million saved will treat on extra lOftflUO 
patients. We will end waiting f° r 
surgery, thereby helping thousands of 
women waiting for breast cancer 
trentment- 

■ Primary care will play a lead role 
In recent years. GPs have gained power- 
on behalf or their patients in a changed 
relationship with consultants, and we 
support thk Put the development of GP 
fond holding has also brought dis¬ 
advantaged Deciiwi-makmg has been 
fragmented. Administrative costs have 
grown. And a nvo-ner service has 

rC Stair will rerain die lead role for 
priman- care but remove the dis- 
SlvaSges that have come front the 
present system. CPs and nurses will 
take the lead in combining together 
locally to plan local health services more 
efficiently fur ali the m 

area, mis will enable all UPS m an area 
to brina their combined sma&h »olbear 
upon individual hospitals W srtore 
higher standards of patient jpnniston. In 
making this change, we will build on the 
existing cullaboranve schemes which 
already serve W million people. 

TTie' current system of 
contracts is costly and unstable^ewtil 
introduce three- to five-.veirae^nwn^ 
berawt the leal primary a re ban* 
and hospitals. Hospitals will then be 
benecSf m plan work at foil 

and cooperate to enhance panen 

services. 

■ Higher-quality soviets for patterns 


Hospitals will rerain their autonomy 
over day-today administrative func¬ 
tions, but. as pan of the NHS. they will 
be required to meet high-quality stan¬ 
dards in the provision of care. Manage¬ 
ment will be held to account for 
performance levels. Boards will become 
more representative of the local commu¬ 
nities they serve. 

A new patients* charter will con¬ 
centrate on (he quality and success of 
treatment. The Tnriesso-talled Eff¬ 
iciency Index counts the number of 
patient episodes, not the quality or 
>ucwss of treatment. With Labour, the 
measure will be quality of outcome, itself 
an incentive for effectiveness. As pan of 
our concern to ensure quality, we will 
work towards the elimination of mixed- 
sex wards. 

Health authorities will become the 
guardians of high standards. They will 
monitor services, spread best practice 
and ensure rising standards of care. 

The Tory attempt to use private 
money lo build hospitals has failed Id 
deliver. Labour wili overcome the prob¬ 
lems that have plagued the Private 
Finance Initiative, end the delays, sort 
out the confusion and develop new 
forms of public/private partnership that 
work betier and protect the interests of 
the NHS. Labour is opposed to the 
privatisation of clinical services which is 
being actively promoted by the 
Conservatives. 

Labour will promote new develop¬ 
ments in telemedicine — bringing expert 
advice from regional centres of ex¬ 
cellence to neighbourhood level using 
new technology. 

□ Good health 

A new minister for public health will 
attack the root causes of ill health, and so 
improve lives and save the NHS money. 
Labour will set new goals for improving 
the overall health of the nation which 
recognise the impact that poverty, poor 
housing, unemployment and a polluted 
environment have on health. 

Smoking is (he greatest single cause or 
preventable illness and premature death 
in the UK. We will therefore ban tobacco 
advertising. .. 

Labour will establish an independent 
food Standards agency. The 135 billion 
BSE crisis and the E.rt'li outbreak which 
resulted in serum** toss of life. have made 
unanswerable (he cast* for the indepen¬ 
dent agency we have proposed. 

■ NHS spending 

The Conservniives have wasted spend- 
inn on rhe NHS. We will ilu betier. We 
will raise spending on the NHS in real 
terms every year and put die money 
towards patient care. And a greater 
proportion uf every pound spent will go 
on patient care not bureaucracy. 

ffi An NHS for (he Tulare 
The NHS requires continuity as well as 
change, ur the system cannot cupe. 
Tliere must be pilots to ensure that 
change works. And there must he 
flexibility, not rigid prescription, ff 

innovation is '*> flourish. . 

Our fundamental purpose is simple 
but hugely imponant to restore the 
NHS as a public service working co- 
onerativelv for patients, re* u commer¬ 
cial business dri< cn hy companion. 



Education is Labour's Number I priority — from smaller class sizes to a University for Industry 


We will be tough on crime and tough on the 
causes of crime 


□ Fast-track punishment for persistent 
young offenders 

□ Reform Crown Prosecution Service to convict 
more criminals 

□ Police on the beat not pushing paper 

□ Crackdown on petty crimes and disorder 

□ Fresh parliamentary vote to ban all handguns 


LAW AND ORDER 


UNDER the Conservatives, crime has 
doubled and many more criminals get 
away with their crimes: the number of 
people convicted has fallen by a third, 
with only one crime in SB leading to n 
cunviaion. This is the worst record of 
any government since the Second World 
War imd for England and Wales the 
worn record of any major industrialised 
country. Last year alone violent crime 
resell percent. 

We propose a new approach ro law 
and order tough on crime and tough on 
the causes of crime. We insist on 
individual responsibility for crime, and 
will attack the causes of crime by our 
measures to relieve sodal deprivation. 

The police have our strong support. 
They are in (he front line of (he fight 
againsi crime and disorder. The Conser¬ 
vatives have broken their 1942 general 
election pledge to provide an extra 1.000 
police officers. We will relieve the police 
of unnecessary bureaucratic burdens to 
get more officers tack on (he beat. 

■ Youth crime 

Youth crime and disorder have risen 
sharply, but very few young offenders 
end up in court, and when they do half 
are let off with another warning. Young 
offenders account for seven million 
crimes a year. 

Far too often young criminals offend 
again and again while waiting months 
for a court hearing. We will halve the 
time it takes to get persistent young 
offenders front arrest to sentencing: 
replace widespread repeat cautions with 
a single final warning; bring together 
Youth Offender Teams in every area; 
and streamline the system of youth 
courts to make it far more effective. 

New parental responsibility orders 
will make parents face up to their 
responsibility for their childrens 
misbehaviour. 

■ Conviction and sentencing 

The job of the Crown Prosecution 
Service is to prosecute criminals eff¬ 
ectively. There is strong evidence that 
the CPS is uver-cenirolised, bureaucratic 
and inefficient, with cases too often 
dropped, delayed, or downgraded in 
Jesser offences. 

Labour will decentralise the CPS. with 
local crown proseeuinrs co-operating 
more effectively with local police forces. 

We will implement an effective 
sentencing system for all the main 
offences to ensure greater consistency 
and binder punishment for serious 
repeat offenders. 

The courts will have to spell out what 
each sentence really means in practice. 

The Court of Appeal will have a duty 
to lay down sentencing guidelines for ail 
the main offences. The Attorney-Gen¬ 
erals power to appeal unduly lenient 
sentences will he extended. 

The prison service now faces serious 
financial problems. We will audit the 
resources available, take proper min¬ 
isterial responsibility for the service. 

and seek iu ensure that prison regimes 
are constructive and require inmates In 
face up to their offending behaviour. 


■ Disorder 

The Cbnservafives have forgotten the 
order part of law and order. We will 
tackle the unacceptable level of anti¬ 
social behaviour and crime on our 
streets. Our zero tolerance approach will 
ensure that petty criminality among 
young offenders is seriously addressed. 

Community safety orders will deal 
with threatening arid disruptive crim¬ 
inal neighbours. Labour has taken the 
lead in proposing action to tackle the 
problems of stalking and domestic 
violence. 

Child protection orders wifi deal with 
young children suffering neglect by 
parents because they are left out on their 
own far too fate at night. 

ritain is a multiracial and multi¬ 
cultural society. All its members must 
have the protection of the law. We will 
create a new offence of racial harass¬ 
ment ■ and a new crime of racially 
motivated violence to protea ethnic 
minorities from intimidation. 

■ Drugs 

The vicious circle of drugs and crime 
wrecks lives and threatens communities. 
Labour will appoint an anti-drugs 
supremo to coordinate our battle 
against drugs across all government 
departments. The drug czar drill be a 
symbol of our commitment to tackle the 
modern menace of drugs in our 
communities. 

We will pi I'M the use of compulsory 
drug testing and treatment orders for 
offenders to ensure that the link between 
drug addiction and crime is broken. 
This will be paid for by bringing remand 
delays down to the national targets. 

We will a track the drug problem in 
prisons. In addition ro random drug 
testing of all prisoners we will aim for a 
voluntary testing unit in every prison for 
prisoners ready to prove they are drug- 
free. 

■ Victims 

Victims of crime are too often neglected 
by the criminal justice system. We will 
ensure that victims are kept folly 
informed of the progress of their case, 
and why charges may have been 
downgraded or dropped. 

Greater protection will be provided 
for victims in rape and serious sexual 
offence trials and for those subject to 
intimidation, including witnesses. 

■ Prevention 

We will place a new responsibility on 
local authorities to develop statutory 
partnerships to help prevent crime. 
Local councils will then be required to 
set targets for the reduction of crime and 
disorder in their area. 

■ Gun control 

In the wake of Dunblane and 
Hungerford. it is dear that only the 
strictest firearms laws can provide 
maximum safety. The Conservatives 
failed to offer the protea ion required. 
Labour led (he call for an outright ban 
on all handguns in general civilian use. 
Tliere will be legislation lo allow 
individual MPs a free vote for a 
complete ban un handguns. 

Labour is the party of law and order. 


We will strengthen family life 

□ Help parents balance work and family 

□ Security in housing and help for homeowners 

□ Tackle homelessness using receipts from 
council house safes 

□ Dignity and security in retirement 

□ Protect the basic state pension and promote 
secure second pensions 


WE WILL uphold family life as the most 
secure meare. of hringinp up our 
children Families are the core of our 
stilly. They should teach right from 
wrong. They should he the first defence 
against artlfcocial behaviour. The break¬ 
down of family life damages the fabric of 
our society. 

Labour does nut see families and the 
Slate as rival providers for the needs of 
our citizens. Families should provide the 
duv-in-dnv sujqwrt fur children In lx: 
brought up m a stable and loving 


environment. Bui families cannot flour¬ 
ish unless government plays its distinc¬ 
tive role: in education: where necessary, 
in caring for the young: in making 
adequate provision for illness and old 
age; in supporting good parenting; and 
in protecting families* from lawlessness 
and abuse of power. Society, through 
government, must assist families to 
achieve effectively what no family can 
achieve alone. 

Yet families in Britain today arc under 
strain as never before. The security once 


offered by the health service has been 
undermined. Streets are not safe. Hous¬ 
ing insecurity grows. One in five non- 
pensioner families has no one working: 
and British men work the longest hours 
in Europe. 

The clock should not be turned back. 
As many women who want tn work 
should be able to do so. More equal 
relationships between men and women 
have transformed our lives. Equally, our 
altitudes to race, sex and sexuality have 
changed fundamentally’ Gur task is to 
combine change and social stability. 

■ Work and family 

Families without work are without 
independence. This is why we give so 
much emphasis to our wHfare-to-work 
policies. 

Labour’s national childcare strategy 
wilt plan provision to match the require¬ 
ments uf the modem labour market and 
help parents, especially women, in 
balance family and working life. 

There must be a sound halance 
between support for family life and the 
protection of business front undue 
burdens, a balance which some of the 
most successful businesses already 
strike. The current Government has 
shown itself wholly insensitive to the 
need to help develop family-friendly 
working practices. While recognising 
the need for flexibility in implementa¬ 
tion and for certain exemptions, we 
support the right of employees nor ro be 
forced to work more than 48 hours a 
week; to an annual holiday entitlement: 
and jo limited unpaid parental leave; 
These measures will provide a valuable 
underpinning to family life. 

The rights of part-time workers have 
heen clarified by recent court judgments 
which we welcome. 

We will keep under continuous review 
all aspects of the lax and benefits 
systems to ensure that they are support¬ 
ive of families and children. We are 
committed to retain universal Child 
Benefit where it is universal today from 
birth to age lb fold to uprate it at [east in 
line with prices. We are reviewing 
educational finance and maintenance 
for those older than lb lo ensure higher 
staying-on rates at school and college. 
and that resources are used to support 
those in most need. This review will 
continue in government on the guide- 
lines we have already laid down. 

■ Security in bousing 

Most families want to own their own 
homes. We will also support efficiently 
run social and private rented sectors 
offering quality and choice. 

The Conservatives* failure on housing 
his been twofold. The two thirds of 
families who own their homes have 
suffered a massive increase in insecurity 
over rhe last decade, with record 
mortgage arrears, record negative eq¬ 
uity and record repossessions. And the 
ConservativesTack of a housing strategy 
his Jed to the virtual abandonment of 
social housing, the growth of 
homele&sYie&s. and a failure to address 
fully leaseholder reform. All these are 
the Tory legacy. 

Lahour’s housing strategy will ad¬ 
dress the needs nf homeowners and 
tenants alike. 

We will reject the boom and host 
policies which caused the collapse of the 
housing market. 

We will work with mortgage provid¬ 
ers to encourage greater provision of 
more flexible mortgages to protect 
families in a world of increased job 
insecurity. 

Mortgage buyers also require stron¬ 
ger consumer protection, for example by 
extension of die Financial Services Aa. 
againsi the sale of disadvantageous 
mortgage packages 
The problems of gazumping have 
reappeared. Those who break their 
bargains should be liable to pay the 
costs inflicted on others, in particular 
legal and survey costs. We are ronsult- 
ing on the best way of tackling the 
problems of gazumping in (lie interests 
of responsible home buyers and sellers. 

■ The rented housing sector 

We support a three-way partnership 
between the public, private and housing 
association sectors lo promote good 
social housing. With Labour, capital 
receipts from the sale of council houses, 
received but not spent by local councils, 
will be re-invested in building new 
houses- and rehabilitating old ones. This 
will he phased to match the capacity of 
the building industry and to meet the 
requirements of prurient economic 
management. 

We also support effective schemes to 
deploy private finance to improve the 
public housing stock and to irtfraduce 
greater diversity and choice. Such 
schemes should only go ahead with the 
support or the tenants concerned: we 
oppose die Government* threat to hand 
over council housing to private land¬ 
lords without the consent of tenants and 
with no guarantees on rents or security 
of tenure. 

Wc value a revived private rented 
sector. We will provide protection where 
most needed: for tenants in houses in 
multiple ticcupa lion. 

There will be a proper system of 


licensing b> foal authorities which will 
benefit tenants and responsible land¬ 
lords alike 

We will intTcduce cumnumhnlii; a 
new - form of tenure enabling people 
living in flats to nwn their homes 
individually and to own the whole 
property collectively. Wc will simplify 
tire current rules restricting the pur¬ 
chase of freeholds by leaseholders. 

■ Homricssnrss 

Honefessness has more item doubled 
under the Conservatives. Today mure 
than 40.000 families in England are in 
exprostvc temporary acmmmodaijan. 
The Government, in the foec of Labour 
opposition, has removed the duty on 
focal authorities iu find permanent 
housing for bomelex families. Wc* will 
imposed new duty on fro! authorities U> 
protect those who are homeless throuch 
no fault of their own and arc in priurm 
need. 

There is nn more powerful symbol uf 
Tory neglect in our socfeti today than 
youns people without homes Imng 
rough on the streets. Young people 
emerging from cure whhuui any familv 
support are particularly miner-able. We 
will attack the problem in two principal 
ways the phased release of capital 
receipts from council house safes will 
increase the stock of housing for rent: 
and our welfare-to-work programme 
will lead the young unentpfuved into 
work and financial independence. 

■ Older oiizens 

We value the fosirhv contribution ih.ii 
older people make to our society, 
through their families, voluntary activ¬ 
ities and work. Their skills and experi¬ 
ence should be utilised w-iihin their 
communities. That is why. for example, 
we support the proposal lo involve older 
people as volunteers to help children 
learn in pre-school and after-schoi.il 
clubs. In work, they should not he 
discriminated against because of their 
age. 

The pros ision of adequate pensions in 
old age is a major challenge fur the 
future. Fur today's pensioners Conser¬ 
vative policies have created real poverty, 
growing inequality and widespread 
insecurity. 

The Conservatives would abolish the 
state-financed basic retirement pension 
and replace it with a privatised scheme, 
with a vague promise nf s means-tested 
state guarantee if pensions fall beneath a 
minimum level. Their proposals mean 
there will be no .savings on welfare 
spending for half a century: and taxes 
will haw to rise to make provision for 
new privately funded pensions. Their 
plans require an additional £312 billion 
between now and 2040 through in¬ 
creased taxes or borrowing, against the 
hope of savings later, with no certainty 
of security in retirement at the end. 

Wc believe that aff pensioners should 
share fairly in the increasing prosperity 
of the nation. Instead of privatisation, 
we propose a partnership between 
public and private provision, and a 
balance between income sourced from 
tax and invested savings. The basic state 
pension will be retained as the founda¬ 
tion of pension provision. It will be 
increased at hast in line with prices. We 
will examine means of delivering more 
automatic help to the poorest pension¬ 
ers. one million nf whom do not even 


receive the Income Support which is 
their present entitlement. 

We will encourage saving for retire¬ 
ment, with proper protect tun for sav¬ 
ings. We will reform the Financial 
Services Act sti tfuu the scandal nf 
pension mis-selling — ftOlUTUt' pensions 
mis-sold and only 7.00U people com¬ 
pensated to date — will not happen 
3{£Ttn 

Too many people in work, particularly 
those on low and modvsi incomes and 
with changing patterns of employment, 
cannot join good-value second pension 
schemes. Uibtnir will create a new 
framewurk stakeholder pensions lo 
mcti this need. We will encourage new 
[Urtncrships between financial service 
companies, emplnycrs and employees to 
develop these pension schemes. TTtey 
will be approved to rivene people's 
savings only if they meet high standards 
uf value for money, flexibility and 
security. 

Labour will promote choice irt peasion 
provision. We will support and 
strengthen the framework for occupa¬ 
tional pensions Personal pensions, 
appropriately regulated, will remain a 
gund option for many. Labour will 
retain Serps as an option for those who 
wish to remain within it. We will also 
seek to develop the administrative 

sinteiure of Serps so as fu create a 
Citi 2 eiiship pension for those wiui as¬ 
sume responsibility as carers, us a result 
Jose out on the pension emitfemems they 
vvuuld otherwise acquire, ami currently 
end up on mcans-ieslcd benefits. 

Wc overcame government opposition 
to pension splitting between women and 
men on divorce. VL'e will implement this 
in guvi-mmcfii. 

We aim to provide real security for 
families through a modem sysieiu of 
community care. .As people grow older, 
their need for care incr«r.tses. The 
Conservative approach is to promote 
private insurance and privatisation of 
rare homes. But private insurance will 
he in:ie.x*ssible lu mast people. And their 
pilky for residential homes is 'J»>gmaric 
and will not work. We believe that local 
juthiiritk's should he free to develop a 
miv uf public and private cure. 

We recognise the immense amount of 
care provision undertaken hy family 
members, neighbours and friends. If 
was 3 Labour MF who piloteil the l 1 ^ 
Carers Act through Parliament. We will 
establish a Royal Commission to work 
out :i fair system for funding long-term 
care for the elderly. We will introduce a 
Tone-term care charter defining the 
standard of services which people are 
entitled iu expect from health, housing 
and social services. Wc are committed to 
an independent inspection and regula¬ 
tion service for residential homes, and 
domiciliary care. 

Everyone is entitled to dignity in 
retirement. Under the Tories, the earn¬ 
ings link for state pensions has been 
ended. VAT on fuel has been imposed, 
Serps has been undermined and com¬ 
munity care is in tatters. We will set up a 
revit-w of the central areas of insecurity 
for elderly people: all aspects of the basic 
pension and its value, second pensions 
including Serps. and community care. 
The review will easure that the views of 
pensioners are heard. Our watchword 
in developing policy for pensions and 
long-term care will be to build consen¬ 
sus among all interested parties. 


We will help you get more out of life 

□ Every government department a green 
department 

□ Efficient and clean transport for alt 

□ New arts and science talent fund for young 


people 
□ Refo 


_ Reform the lottery 

□ Improve life in rural areas 

□ Back World Cup bid 


QUALITY OF LIFE 


THE millennium is the time to reaffirm 
our responsibility to protect and en¬ 
hance our environment so that the 
country we hand on to our children and 
our grandchildren is a better place in 
which to live. It also provides a natural 
opportunity to celebrate and improve 
the contribution made by the arts, 
culture and sport to our nation. We need 
a new and dynamic approach to the 
creative economy. The Department of 
National Heritage will develop a strate¬ 
gic vision that matches die real power 
and energy of British arts, media and 
cultural industries. 

■ Protecting the environment 

Our generation, and generations yet to 
come, are dependent on the integrity of 
the environment. No one can escape 
unhealthy water, polluted air or adverse, 
climate change. And just as these 
problems affect us all. so we must act 
together to tackle them. No responsible 
government can afford to take risks with 
the future: the cost is tco high. So it is our 
duty to act now. 

The foundation of Labour's environ¬ 
mental approach is that protection of the 
environment cannot be the sole respon¬ 
sibility of any one department of state. 
All departments must promote policies 
to sustain the environment And Par¬ 
liament should have an environmental 
audit committee in ensure high stan¬ 
dards across government. 

Throughout this manifesto, diere are 
policies designed to combine environ¬ 
mental sustainability with economic 
and social progress. They extend from 
commitments at local level to give 
communities enhanced control over 
their environments, to initiatives at 
international level to ensure that all 
countries are contributing ro the protec¬ 
tion of the environment. 

A sustainable environment requires 
above aU an effective and integrated 
transport polity at national, regional 
and local level that will provide genuine 
choice to meet people’s transport needs. 
Thar is What we will establish and 
develop. 

■ Railways 

The process of rail privatisation is now 
largely complete, it has made fortunes 
for a few. hut has been a poor deal for 
the taxpayer. It has fragmented the 
network and now threatens services. 
Our task will be to improve the situation 
as we find it. not as we wish it to be. Our 
overriding goal must be to win more 
passengers and freight on to rail. The 
system must be run in the public interest 
with higher levels of investment and 
effective enforcement of train operators’ 
service eommitmerns. There must ta 
convenient connections, through-ticket- 
ing and accurate travel information for 
the benefit of all passengers. 

To achieve these aims, we will 
establish more effective and accountable 
regulation by the rail regulator we will 
ensure that t he public subsidy serves the 
public interest; and we will establish a 


new rail authority, combining functions 
currently carried out by the rail fran- 
chiserand the Department uf Transport, 
to provide a dear, coherent and strategic 
programme for the development of the 
railways so that passenger expectations 
are met. 

The Conservative plan for the whole¬ 
sale privatisation of Londun Under¬ 
ground is not the answer. It would be a 
poor deal for the taxpayer and pas¬ 
senger alike. Yet again, public assets 
would be sold off at an under-valued 
rate. Much-needed investment would be 
delayed. The core public responsibilities 
of the Underground would be 
threatened. 

Labour plans a new public/private 
partnership to improve the Under¬ 
ground. safeguard its commitment to 
the public interest and guarantee value 
for money to taxpayers and passengers. 

■ Road transport 

A balanced transport system must cater 
for all the familiar modes of transport: 
cars whether owned, leased or shared: 
taxis; buses: bicycles and motorcycles. 
All needs must be addressed in trans¬ 
port planning to ensure the best mix of 
all types of transport, offer quality 
public transport wherever possible and 
help tin pmcci the environment. 

The key to efficient bus sere ices is 
proper regulation at lixal level, with 
partnerships between local councils ami 
bus operators an essential component. 
There must be improved provision and 
enforcement »f bus lanes. Betier parking 
facilities for cars must be linked in 
convenient bus seniors to town centres. 

Road safety is a high priority. Cycling 
and walking must be made safer, 
especially around schools. 

We remain unpersuaded hy the case 
for Iteavier, 44-ionrte lorries mooted by 
the Conservatives. Cur cunoem is that 
they would prove dangerous and 
damaging in the environment. 

Our plans to reduce pollution include 
working with the automotive industry to 
develop smart, efficient and dean ears 
for the future, with substantially re¬ 
duced emission levels. The review of 
vehicle write duty to promote law- 
cmission rehides «7ll be continued. 

We will conduct an overall strategic 
review of the roads programme against 
the criteria of accessibility, safety, econ¬ 
omy and environmental impact, using 
public/private partnerships to improve 
road maintenance and exploiting new 
technology to improve journey 
information. 

fl Shipping and aviation 
The Tnry years have seen rhe near- 
exiinctiun of Britain's mercliant fleet. 
Labour will work with all concerned in 
shipping and ports fo help develop their 
economic potential to file lull, 

Tlte guiding objectives of uur aviation 
strategy will be fair competition, safety 
and environmental standards. \Ywant 
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Support for rural economy ■ Host the 2006 World Cup B Open government B Retain Trident 


Continued from previous page 
all British carriers to be able to compete 
fairly in die interests of consumers. 

■ Life in our coantry&de 

Labour recognises the special needs of 
people who live and work in rural areas. 
The Conservatives do not. Public ser¬ 
vices and transport services in rural 
areas must not be allowed to deteriorate. 
The Conservatives have tried to 
privatise the Post Office. We opposed 
that, in favour of a public Post Office 
providing a comprehensive service. 
Conservative plans would mean higher 
charges for letters and put rural post 
offices under threat 

We favour a moratorium on large- 
scale sales of Forestry Commission land. 
We recognise that the countryside is a 
great natural asset, a part of our 
heritage which calls for careful steward¬ 
ship. This must be balanced, however, 
with the needs of people who live and 
work in rural areas. 

The total failure of the Conservatives 
to manage the BSE crisis effectively and 
to secure any raising of the ban on 
British beef has wreaked havoc on the 
beef and daily industries. The cost to the 
taxpayer so far is Ei5 billion. 

Labour aims to reform the Common 
Agricultural Policy to save money, to 
support the rural economy and enhance 
the environment. 

Our initiatives to link all schools to the 
information superhighway will ensure 
that children in rural areas have access 
to the best educational resources. 

Our policies include greater freedom 
far people to explore our open country¬ 
side. We will not, however, permit any 
abuse of a right to greater access. 

We wiQ ensure greater protection for 
wildlife. We have advocated new mea¬ 
sures to promote animal welfare, includ¬ 
ing a free vote in Parliament on whether 
hunting with hounds should be banned 
by legislation. 

Angling is Britain's most popular 
spoil. Labour's anglers' charter affirms 
our long-standing commitment to an¬ 
gling and to the objective of protecting 
the aquatic environment. 

■ Arts and culture 

The am. culture and sport are central to 
the task of recreating the sense of 
community, identity and dvic pride that 
should define our country. Yet we 
consistently undervalue the role of the 
arts and culture in helping to create a 
civic society — from amateur theatre to 
our art galleries. 

Art. sport and leisure are vital to our 
quality of life and die renewal of our 
economy. They are significant earners 
for Britain. They employ hundreds of 
thousands of people. They bring mil¬ 
lions of tourists to Britain every year, 
who will also be helped by Labour’s 
plans for new quality assurance in hold 
accommodation. 

We propose to set up a National 
Endowment for Science and the Arts to 
sponsor young ratent. Nesta will be a 
national trust — for talent rather than 
buildings — for the 21st century. Nesta 
will be partly funded by the lottery; and 
artists who have gained high rewards 
from their excellence in the arts and 
wish to support young talent will be 
encouraged to donate copyright and 
royalties to Nesta. 

■ Sport 

A Labour government will take the lead 


in extending opportunities for participa¬ 
tion in spores; and in identifying 
sporting excellence and supporting h. 

School sports must be the foundation. 
We will bring thegovernment's policy of 
forcing schools to sell off playing fields 
to an end. We will provide full backing 
to the bid To host the2006 football World 
Cup in England. A Labour gover nm ent 
will also work to bring die Olympics and 
other major international sporting 
events to Britain. 

■ A people’s lottery 

The lottery has been a financial success. 
But there has been no overall strategy 
for the allocation of monies; and no co¬ 
ordination among the five distributer 
bodies about the projects desaving to 
benefit from lottery fending. For exam¬ 
ple. tbe multi-million-pound expen¬ 
diture on the Churchill papers caused 
national outrage. A labour government 
will review die distribution of proceeds 
from the lottery to ensure that there is 
the widest possible access te the benefits 
of lottery revenues throughout the 
United Kingdom. 

Labour hu already proposed a new 
millennium commission to commence 
after the closure of the Millennium 
Exhibition, to provide direct support for 
a range of education, environment and 
public health projects, including those 
directed at children's play, a project 
currently excluded from lottery benefit. 

Because the lottery is a monopoly 
intended to serve the public interest, it 
must be administered efficiently and 
economically. When the current contract 
runs out. Labour will seek an efficient 
not-for-profit operator to ensure that the 
maximum suras go to good causes. 

■ Media and broadcasting 

Labour aims for a thriving, diverse 
media industry, combining commercial 
success and public service. We wili 
ensure that the BBC continues to be a 
flagship for British creativity and public 
service broadcasting, but we believe that 
the combtnatiofft of public and private 
sectors in competition is a key spur to 
innovation and high standards. The 
regulatory framework for media and 
broadcasting should reflect the realities 
of a far more open and competitive 
economy, and enormous technological 
advance, for example with digital tele¬ 
vision. Labour will balance sensible 
rules, fair regulation and national and 
international competition, so maintain¬ 
ing quality and diversity for the benefit 
of viewers. 

■ Citizens’ service for 
a new millennium 


An independent and creative voluntary 
sector, committed to voluntary activity 
as an expression of citizenship, is central 
to our vision of a stakeholder society. We 
are committed to developing plans for a 
national drizens3ervfoe programme, to 
tap the enthusiasm and commitment of 
the many young people who want to 
make voluntary contributions in service 
of their communities. The mUJenniirai 
should harness the imagination of all 
those people who have so much to offer 
for the benefit of the community. We do 
not believe programmes should be 
imposed from the top down, but an the 
contrary wish to encourage a broad 
range of voluntary initiatives devised 
and developed by people within their 
own communities. 


We will clean up politics 

□ End the hereditary principle in the House of Lords 

□ Reform of party funding to end sleaze 

□ Devolved power in Scotland and Wales 

□ Elected mayors for London and other cities 

□ More Independent but accountable local 
lovemment 

Freedom of Information and guaranteed human 
rights 


fc e 


POLITICS 


THE Conservatives seem opposed to the 
very idea of democracy. They support 
hereditary peers, unaccountable 
quangos and secretive government 
They have debased democracy through 
their MPs who have taken cash for 
asking questions in the House of 
Commons. They are opposed to the 
development of decentralised govern¬ 
ment The party which once opposed 
universal suffrage and votes for women 
now says our constitution is so perfect 
that it cannot be improved. 

Our system of government is 
centralised, inefficient and bureaucratic. 
Our citizens cannot assert their basic 
rights in our own courts. The Conser¬ 
vatives are afflicted by sleaze and 
prosper from secret funds from foreign 
supporters. There is unquestionably a 
national crisis of confidence in our 
political system, to which Labour will 
respond in a measured and sensible 
way. 

■ A modern House of Lords 

The House of Lords must be reformed. 
As an initial, seltamtained reform, not 
dependent an further reform in the 
future, the right otherediary peers to sit 
and vote in the House of Lords will be 
ended by statute. This will be the first 
stage in a process of reform t o mak e the 
House of Lords more democratic and 
representative. The legislative powers of 
die House of Lords will remain un¬ 
altered. . 

The system of appointment of life 
peers to the House of Lords will be 
reviewed. Our objective will be to ensure 
that over time party appointees as life 
peers more accurately reflect the propor¬ 
tion of votes cast at the previous general 
election. We are committed to maintain¬ 
ing an independent cross-bench pres¬ 
ence of life peers. No one political party 
should seek a majority in the House of 
Lords. , 

A committee of both Houses of 
Parliament will be appointed to under¬ 
take a wide-ranging review of possible 
further change and then id bring 
forward proposals for reform. 

We have no plans to replace the 

monarchy. 

■ An effective House of Commons 
We believe the House of Commons ^is ui 
need of modernisation and we wffl ask 
the House to establish a special Setea 
Committee to review its procedures. 
Prime 

made more effective. MnustenaJ 
accountability will be reviewed so as to 
remove recent abuses. The Pf***®^ 


overhauled. ._. 

The Nolan mjjmmendations wm be 
telly implemented and extended to all 
public bodies. We will oblige parties to 


declare the source of all donations above 
a minimum figure: Labour does this 
voluntarily and ail parties should do so. 
Fhrdgn fending will be banned. We wifi 
ask the Nolan Committee to consider 
how the funding erf political parties 
should be regulated and reformed. 

We are committed to a referendum on 
the voting system for the House of 
Commons. An independent commission 
on voting systems will be appointed 
early to recommend a proportional 
alternative to the first-past-the-post 
system. . J _ 

At this election. Labour is prow te be 
making major strides to rectify the 
under-representation of women in pub¬ 
lic life. 

■ Open go ver n ment _ 

Unnecessary secrecy in government 
{pads to arrogance in government and 
defective policy decisions. The Scott 
Report on arms to Iraq revealed Conser¬ 
vative abuses erf power. We are pledged 
to a Freedom of Information Act 
leading to mare open government, and 
an independent National Statistical 
Service. 

■ Devolution: strengthening Che 

Union 

The United Kingdom is a partnership 
enriched by distinct national identities 
and traditions. Scotland has its own 
systems of education, law and local 
government. Wales has its language and 
cultural traditions. We will meet the 
demand for decentralisation of power to 
Scotland and Wales, once established in 
referendums. .... 

Subsidiarily is as sound a principle in 
Britain as it is in Europe. Our proposal 
is for devolution not federation. A 
sovereign Westminster Parliament wifl 
devolve power to Scotland and Wales. 
The Union will be strengthened and the 
threat of separatism removed. 

As soon as possible after die election, 
we will enact legislation to allow ihe 
people of Scotland and Wales to vow in 
separate referendums on our proposals, 
which will be set out m while papers. 
These referendums will take place not 
later than the autumn of 1997. A simple 
majority of those voting in each referen¬ 
dum will be the majority required. 
Popular endorsement will strengthen 
the legitimacy of our proposals and 
speed their passage through Parliament. 

For Scotland we propose the creation 
of a parliament with law-making pow¬ 
ers, firmly based on the agreement 
reached in the Scottish Constitutional 
Convention, including defined and lim¬ 
ited financial powers to vary revenue 
and elected by an additional member 
system. In Che Scottish referendum we 
will seek separate endorsement of the 
proposal to create a parliament, and of 



Tony Blair and Scottish Labour MP George Robertson are greeted by a large crowd in the Stirling constituency yesterday 

We will give Britain leadership in Europe 


the proposal te give it defined and 
limited financial powers to vary rev¬ 
enue. The Scottish parliament will 
extend democratic control over the 
responsibilities currently exercised 
administratively fay the Scottish Office. 
The responsibilities of the UK Par¬ 
liament will remain unchanged over UK 
policy, for example economic, defence 
and foreign policy. 

The Welsh assembly will provide 
democratic control of the existing Welsh 
Office functions. It will haw seco n dary 
legislative powers and will be specifi¬ 
cally empowered to reform and democ¬ 
ratise tire quango state. It will be elected 
by an additional member system. 

Following majorities in the referen- 
duras, we wfll introduce in the first year 
of die Parliament legislation on the 
substantive devolution proposals out¬ 
lined in our white papers. 

■ Good local government 

Local decision-making should be less 
constrained by central government, and 
also more accountable m local people. 
We will place on councils a new duty to 
promote the economic, social and 
environmental well-being of their area. 
They should work in partnership with 
local people: local business and local 
voluntary organisations. They wili have 
the powers necessary to develop these 
partnerships. To ensure greater 
accountability, a proportion of coun- 
riitore jn^each locality will be elected 
annually. We will encourage democratic 
innovations in local government, includ¬ 
ing pilots of the idea of elected mayors 
with executive powers in rides. 

Although crude and universal council 
tax capping should go. we will retain 
reserve powers to control excessive 
council tax rises. 

Local business con c ern s are critical to 
good local government. There are sound 
democratic reasons why, in principle, 
the business rate should be set locally, 
not nationally. But we will make no 
change to the present system for 
determining the business rate without 
fell consultation with business. 

The funnelling of government grant to 
Conservative-controlled Westminster 
speaks volumes about the unfairness of 
the current grant system. Labour is 
committed to a fair distribution of 
government gram. 

The basic framework, not every dm3, 
of local service provision must be far 
central government. Councils should 
not be forced to put their services out to 
lender, but will be required to obtain 
best value. We reject the dogmatic view 
chat services must be privatised to be of 
high quality, but equally we see no 
reason why a service should be delivered 
directly if other more effidem means are 
available. Cost counts but so does 
quality. 

Every coundl will be required to 
publish a focal performance plan with 
targets for service improvement, and be 
expected to achieve them. The Audit 
Commission wifi be given additional 
powers to monitor performance and 
pro mote efficiency. On its advice, gov¬ 
ernment wifi where necessary send m a 
management team with full powers te 
remedy failure. 

Labour councils have been at the 
forefront of environmental initiatives 
under Local Agenda #, tbe international 
framework for local action arising from 
the 1992 Earth Summit A Labour 
government wifi encourage ail local 
authorities to adopt plans lo protect and 
enhance their focal environment 

Local government is at the sharp end 
of the fight against depri va tion. Ten 
years after the Conservatives promised 
(o improve tbe inner rides, poverty and 
social divirion afflict towns and outer 
estates alike. A Labour gover nm ent will 
join with local government in a con¬ 
certed attack against the multiple causes 
of social and e conomic decline — 
unemployment, bad housing, crime, 
poor health and a degraded 
environment. 

■ London 

London is the only Western capital 
without an elected chy government. 
Following a referendum to confirm 
popular demand, there win be a new 
deal for London, with a Strategic 
authority and a mayor, each directly 
elected. Barh will speak up for the needs 
of the city and plan its future. They will 
not duplicate the work of the boroughs, 
but take respons i bility for London-wide 
issues — economic r eg en e ra tion, plan¬ 
ning, policing, transport and environ¬ 
mental protection. London-wide respon¬ 
sibility for its own government is 
urgently required. We will make it 
happen. 

■ The regions of England 

The Conservatives haw created a tier of 
regional government in England 
through quangos and gover nm e n t re¬ 
gional offices. Meanwhile focal authori¬ 
ties have oame together to create a more 
co-ordinated regional voice. Labour will 

build on these developments through 


the establishment of regional chambers 
to coordinate transport, planning, eco¬ 
nomic development, bids for European 
fending and land use planning. 

Demand for directly elected regional 
government so varies across England 
that it would be wrong to impose a 
uniform system. In time we will in¬ 
troduce legislation to allow the people, 
region by region, te deride in a 
referendum whether they want directly 
riertpd regional government. Only 
where dear popular consent is estab¬ 
lished wifi arrangements be made for 
elected regional assemblies. This would 
require a predominantly unitary system 
of local government, as presently easts 
in Scotland and Wales, and confirma¬ 
tion by independent auditors that no 
additional public expenditure overall 
would be involved. Our plans will not 
mean adding a new tier of government 
to the existing English system. 

■ Real rights for citizens 

Citizens should have statutory rights to 
enforce their human rights in the UK 
courts. We will by statute incorporate 
the European Convention on Human 
Rights into UK law to bring these rights 
home and allow our people access to 
them in their national courts. The 
incorporation of tbe European Conven¬ 
tion wifi establish a Boor, not a ceiling, 
for human rights. Parliament wQl 
remain free to enhance these rights, for 
example by a Freedom erf Information 
Acl 

We will seek to end unjustifiable 
discrimination wherever it exists. For 
example, we support comprehensive, 
enforceable civil rights for disabled 
people against discrimination in society 
or at work, developed in partnership 
with all interested parties. 

Labour will undertake a wide-ranging 
review both or the reform of die civil 
justice system and legal aid. We will 
achieve value for money for the taxpayer 
and the consumer. A community legal 
service will develop local, regional and 
national plans for the development of 
legal aid according to the needs and 
priorities of regions and areas. The key 
to success will be to promote a partner¬ 
ship between the voluntary sector, the 
legal profession and the Legal Aid 
Board. 

Every country must have firm control 
over immigration and Britain is no 
exception. All applications, however, 
should be dealt with speedily and fairly. 
There are, rightly, criteria for those who 
want to enter this awntry to join 
husband or wife. We wili ensure that 
these are property enforced. We will, 
however, reform the system in current 
use to remove the arbitrary and unfair 
results thai can follow from the existing 
"primary purpose" rule. There will be a 
streamlined system of appeals for vis¬ 
itors denied a visa. 

The system for dealing with asylum 
seekers is expensive and slow — there 
are many undecided cases dating back 
beyond 1993. We will ensure swift and 
1air decisions on whether so meone can 
stay or go. control unscrupulous im¬ 
migration advisors and crack down on 
the fraudulent use of birth certificates. 

■ Northern Ireland 

Labours approach to the peace process 
has been bipartisan. We have supported 
the recent agreements between the two 
governments — Ihe Anglo-Irish Agree¬ 
ment. the Downing Street declaration 
and the Framework Document. The 
Government has tabled proposals 
which include a new devolved legislative 
body, as wefl as cross-border co¬ 
operation and continued dialogue be¬ 
tween the two governments. 

There wifi be as grew a priority 
attached to seeing tint process through 
with Labour as under the Conservatives, 
in co-operation with the Irish Govern¬ 
ment and die Northern Ireland parties. 
We will expect the same bipartisan 
approach from a Conservative 
opposition. 

We wfll take effective measures m 
combat the terrorist threat. 

There is now general acceptance that 
the future of Northern Ireland must be 
determined by the consent d the people 
as set out in tbe Downing Street 
declaration. Labour recognises that the 
option of a united Ireland does not 
command the consent of the Unionist 
tradition, nor does the existing status of 
Northern Ireland command the consent 
of the Nationalist tradition. We are 
therefore committed te re c on cil i ati on 
between the two traditions and to a new 
political settlement which can command 
the support erf both. Labour will help 
build trust and confidence among both 
Nationalist mid Unionist traditions in 
Northern Ireland by acting te guarantee 
human rights, strengthen confidence in 
polking, combat discrimination at work 
and reduce t wn.inn . 1 over parades. 
Labour will akn foster economic 
progress and annpeatrvmew in North¬ 
ern Ireland, so as to reduce 
unemployment. 


□ Referendum on single currency 

□ Lead reform of the EU 

□ Retain Trident: strong defence through 
NATO 

□ A reformed United Nations 

□ Helping to tackle global poverty 


EUROPE 


BRITAIN, though an island nation with 
limited natural resources, has for centu¬ 
ries been a leader of nations. But under 
the Conservatives Britain's influence 
has waned. 

With a new Labour government, 
Britain will be strong in defence; 
resolute in standing up for its own 
interests; an advocate of human rights 
and democracy the world over a reliable 
and powerful ally in the international 
institutions of which we are a member 
and wiU be a leader in Europe. 

Our vision of Europe is of an alliance 
of independent nations choosing to co¬ 
operate to achieve the goals they cannot 
achieve alone. We oppose a European 
federal superstate. 

There are only three options for 
Britain in Europe. The first is to come 
ouL The second is id stay in. but on the 
sidelines. The third is m stay in, but in a 
leading role. 

An increasing number of Conser¬ 
vatives. overtly or covertly, favour the 
first But withdrawal would be disas¬ 
trous for Britain. It would put millions of 
jobs at risk. If would dry up inward 
investment. It would destroy our dout in 
international hade negotiations. It 
would relegate Britain from the premier 
division of nations. 

The second is exactly where we are 
today under the Conservatives. The BSE 
fiasco symbolises their failures in 
Europe. 

The third is the path a new Labour 
government will take. A fresh start in 
Europe, with the credibility to achieve 
reform. We have set out a detailed 
agenda for reform, leading from the 
front during the UK presidency in the 
first hall of 199ft 

□ Rapid completion of the single 
market: a top priority for the British 
presidency. We will open up markets to 
competition: pursue tough action 
against unfair state aids: and ensure 
proper enforcement of single market 
rules. This will strengthen Europe's 
competitiveness and open up new 
opportunities for British firms. 

□ High priority for enlargement of 
the European Union to include the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
and Cyprus, and the institutional re¬ 
forms necessary lo make an enlarged 
Europe work more efficiently. 

□ Urgent reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy. It is costly, vulner¬ 
able te fraud and not geared to 
environmental protection. Enlargement 
and foe Work! Trade talks in 1999 will 
make reform even more essential. We 
will seek a thorough overhaul of the 
Common Fisheries Policy to conserve 
our fish stocks m the long-term interests 
of the UK fishing industry. 

□ Greater openness and democracy 
in EU institutions with open voting in 
the Council of Ministers and more 
effective scrutiny of the Commission by 
the European Parliament We have long 
supported a proportional voting system 
for election to the European Parliament 

□ Retention of the national veto over 
key matters of national interest, such as 
taxation, defence and security, immigra¬ 
tion, decisions over the budget and 
treaty changes, while considering the 
extension of Qualified Majority Voting 
in limited areas where that is in Britain's 
interests. 

□ Britain to sign the Social Chapter. 
An empty chairfo the negotiating table is 
disastrous for Britain. The Social Chaf¬ 
fer is a framework under which leg¬ 
islative measures can be agreed. Only 
two measures have been agreed 
consultation for employees of large 
Europe-wide companies and entitlement 
to unpaid parental leave. Successful 
companies already work closely with 
their workforces. Tbe Social Chapter 
cannot be used to force the harmon¬ 
isation of social security or lax legisla¬ 
tion and it does not cost jobs. We will use 
our participation to promote 
employability and flexibility, not high 
social costs. 

■ The single currency 
Any decision about Britain joining the 
ringfe currency murt be determined by a 
hard-headed a s s essment of Britain's 
economic interests, Only Labour can be 
trusted to do this: tie Tories are riven by 


faction. But there are formidable ob¬ 
stacles in the way of Britain being in die 
first wave of membership, if European 
monetary union takes place on January 
1.1999. What is essential for the success 
of EMU is genuine convergence among 
the economies that take part, without 
any fudging of the rules. However, to 
exclude British membership of EMU 
forever would he to destroy any in¬ 
fluence we have over a process which 
wfll affect us whether we are in or out 
We must therefore play a full part in the 
debate id influence it in Britain^ 
interests. 

In any event, there are three pre¬ 
conditions which would “have •» 'be 
satisfied before Britain could join during 
the next Parliament fust, the Cabinet 
would have to agree: then Parliament 
and finally the people would have to say 
"Yes" in a referendum. 

■ Strong defence through Nalo 

The post-Cold War world faces a range 
of new security challenges — prolifera¬ 
tion of weapons of mass destruction, the 
growth of ethnic nationalism and ex¬ 
tremism, international terrorism, and 
crime and drug trafficking. A new 
Labour government wfll build a strong 
defence against these threats. Our 
security wfll continue to be based on 
Nate. 

Our armed forces are among the most 
effective in the world. The country takes 
pride in their professionalism and 
courage. We will ensure that they 
remain strong to defend Britain. But the 
security of Britain is best served in a 
secure world, so we should be willing lo 
contribute to wider international peace 
and security both through the alliances 
to which we belong, in particular Nato 
and the Western European Union, and 
through other international organ¬ 
isations such as the United Nations and 
the Organisation for Security and Co¬ 
operation in Europe. 

Labour will conduct a strategic de¬ 
fence and security review to reassess our 
essential security interests and defence 
needs. It will consider how the roles, 
missions and capabilities of our armed 
forces should he adjusted to meet the 
new strategic realities. The review we 
propose will be foreign polity led. first 
assessing our likely overseas commit¬ 
ments and interests and then establish¬ 
ing how our forces should be deployed to 
meet them. 

■ Arms control 

A new Labour government will retain 
Trident. We wiU press for multilateral 
negotiations towards mutual, balanced 
and verifiable reductions in nuclear 
weapons. When satisfied with verified 
progress towards our goal of the global 
elimination of nuclear weapons, we will 
ensure that British nudear weapons are 
included in multilateral negotiations. 


Labour will work for the effective 
implementation of tbe Chemical Weap¬ 
ons Convention and for a strengthening 
of the Biological Weap ons Con vention. 
Labour will ban the import, export, 
transfer and manufacture of all forms of 
anti-personnel landmines. We will in¬ 
troduce an immediate moratorium on 
their use. Labour will not permit the sale 
of arms to regimes that might use them 
for internal repression or international 
aggression. We wifl increase the 
transparency and accountability of de¬ 
cisions on export licences for arms. And 
we will support an EU code of conduct 
governing arms sales. 

We support a strong UK defixus 
industry, which is a strategic part of our 
industrial base os wdl as our defence 
effort We believe that part of its 
expertise can be extended to civilian use 
through a defence diversification 
agency. 

■ Leadership in tbe 
international community 

A new Labour government wfll use 
Britain's permanent seat on the Security 
Council to press for substantial reform 
of die United Nations, including an 
early resolution of its fending crisis, and 
a more effective role in peacekee ping, 
conflict prevention, the protection of 
human rights and safeguarding the 
global environment. 

Tbe Commonwealth provides Britain 
with a unique network of contacts linked 
by history, language and legal systems. 
Labour is committed to giving renewed 
priority to the Commonwealth in our 
foreign relations. We wall seize the 
opportunity to increase trade and eco¬ 
nomic cooperation and wifl also build 
alliances with our Commonwealth part¬ 
ners to promote reform at the UN and 
common action on the global environ¬ 
ment. Britain has a real opportunity to 
provide leadership to die Common¬ 
wealth when we host the heads of 
government meeting in Britain at tbe 
end of 1997. 

■ Promoting economic 
and social development 

Labour will also attach much higher 
priority te combating global poverty and 
underdevelopment. According to the 
World Bank, there are 13 billion people 
in the world who live in absolute 
poverty, subsisting on less than $1 (60p) 
a day. white 35,000children die each day 
from readily preventable diseases. 

Labour believes that we have a dear 
moral responsibility to help combat 
global poverty. In government we will 
strengthen and restructure the British 
aid programme and bring development 
issues bade into the mainstream of 
government decision-making. A Cabinet 
minister wfll lead a new department of 
international development. 

We will shift aid resources towards 
programmes that help the poorest 
people in the poorest countries. We 
reaffirm die UK'S commitmentto the 0.7 
per cent UN aid target and in govern¬ 
ment Labour wfll start to reverse the 
decline in UK aid spending. 

We wifl work for greater consistency 
between the aid. trade, agriculture and 
economic reform policies of the EU. We 
will use our leadership position in the 
EU to maintain and enhance the 
position of die poorest countries during 
the renegotiation of the Lome 
Convention. 

We will support further measures to 
reduce the debt burden borne by the 
world's poorest countries and to ensure 
that developing countries are given a 
fair deal in international trade. 

It is our aim to rejoin Unesco. We will 
consider how this can be done most 
effectively and wfll ensure that the cost is 
met from savings elsewhere. 

■ Human rights 

Labour wants Britain to be respected in 
the world for the integrity with which it 
conducts its foreign relations. We will 
make protection and promotion of hu¬ 
man rights a central part of our foreign 
polity. Wc will work for the creation of a 
permanent international criminal court 
to investigate genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 

■ A new environmental 
internationalism 

Labour believes that the threats to the 
global climate should push environ¬ 
mental concerns higher up the inter¬ 
national agenda. A labour government 
will strengthen cooperation in the 
European Union on environmental 
issues, including climate change and 
ozone depletion. We will lead the fight 
against global warming, through our 
target of a 20 per cent reduction in 
carbon dioxide emissions by 2010. 

Labtxtr believes the international 
environment should be safeguarded in 
negotiations over international trade. 
We will also work for the successful 
negotiation of a new protocol on climate 
change to be completed in Japan in 1997. 

■ Leadership, not isolation 

There is a sharp division between those 
who believe the way to cope with global 
change is for nations to retreat into 
isolationism and protectionism, and 
those who believe in internationalism 
and engagement. Labour has tradition¬ 
ally been the party of internationalism. 
Britain cannot be strong at home if it is 
weak abroad. The tragedy of the 
Conservative years has been the 
squandering of Britain* assets and the 
loss of Britain’s influence. 

A new Labour government wfll use 
those assets to the fell to restore Britain's 
pride and influence as a leading force for 
good in the world. With effective 
leadership and dear vision. Britain 
could once again be at the centre of 
international derision-making instead 
of at its margins. 


FIVE ELECTION PLEDGES 


This manifesto contains the detail of our plans. We 
have promised only what we know we can deliver. 
Britain deserves better and the following five elec¬ 
tion pledges will be the first steps towards a better 
Britain, jf you would like to help us build that better 
Britain, join us by calling 0990 300 900. 

■ cut class sizes to 30 or under for 5,6 and 7 year- 
olds by using money from the assisted places schem 

■ fast-track punishment for persistent young 
offenders by halving the time from arrest to sentenclr 

® waiting lists by treating an extra 100.000 

ES tlG ^| S b y releasing a 100 million saver 

from Nris red tape 

■ get 250 000 under-25 year-olds off benefit and 

JSSfiEhJ mg moneyfrom a w,nd,a!l ,ev y ° n *e 

1rate ®» cut VAT on heating to 
possible 1 * and nflation and ilrt erest rates as low as 
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Leave our fine schools alone 


Labour must not 
abolish the grant- 
maintained 
system, says 

Bob Balchin 


A hour iwo years ago Tony 
Blair launched a publica¬ 
tion called Diversity and 
Excellence. If set out 
Labours plans for dismantling 
grant-maintained schools, those 
that by parental ballot have left the 
control of their local education 
authorities and govern themselves. 
The publication's promises have 

enjoyed amazing longevity as, un¬ 
like other Labour policies, they are 
unchanged. Today’s manifesto re- 
yeals no modification in Labour's 
intent to abolish these fine schools. 

There are no such frightening 
words as abolition, of course, in the 
manifesto's text in fact, the casual 
reader could be forgiven for believ¬ 
ing that all Labour wants is a bit of 
cosmetic tidying up. There will be a 
change of name to “foundation 
schools”, but what is tn a name? 
One or two extra governors wifi be 
appointed by local counci Is but they 
will be in a minority. All schools are 
promised direct control over at 
least 90 per cent of their funding, 
which seems generous. 

David Blunken has been credited 
with the claim “that Labour can live 
with opt-out schools" and Mr Blair, 
Harriet Hannan and other front- 
bendi spokesmen send their off¬ 
spring to grant-maintained 
schools, so why should the other 
million and a quarter parents who 
use them have anything to fear? 

The clue lies in Mr Blunkett's 
insistence that the name “grant- 
maintained" should be dropped. 
This is not just superficial repack¬ 
aging of a successful Tory reform; it 
is symbolic of a real wish to destroy 
it Grant-maintained sdiools are 
just that: maintained by a grant, 
directly from a government agency. 
Their hinds do not pass through the 
local authority. For every £100 
available for a- school, town halls 
keep back around HO for “central 
administration"; grant-maintained 
schools receive that £10. te, 100 per 
cent funding. A recent study shows 
that they spend only £5 of this 
replicating council services and 
thus have 5 per cent extra to spend 
on school needs. Under Mr 
Blunketrs plans, this money will be 



Archbishop Tenison, a beacon of grant-maintained education in a poor area of London, fears teacher redundancies under Labour 


returned to the local authority to 
fritter away on bureaucracy. 

Grant-maintained schools put 
this cash to excellent use. One fifth 
of all secondary schools are grant- 
maintained but last year they 
accounted for half the top perform¬ 
ing comprehensives at GCSE. 
Most have employed more teach¬ 
ers: a third have increased staffing 
levels by more than 10 per cent and 
one in ten by more than 25 per cent. 
Three quarters of the schools report 
an increase in teacher morale since 
opting out and 90 per cent claim an 
improvement in staff training. 
Eighty per cent spent more on 
books, furniture, equipment, main¬ 
tenance and decoration. 

So highly do Brant-maintained 
school heads and governors prize 
their independence that they 


sought a meeting with Mr Blunken 
in Februaiy to try to persuade him 
that Labour ought not to reroute 
the grant through councils. His 
reply was: ‘It won't be possible." 

In practice, the re introduction of 
local authority control wifi lead to 
severe difficulties for grant-main¬ 
tained sdiools. For instance. Arch¬ 
bishop Tenison’s School, near the 
Oval in London, is a beacon of good 
education, it serves a majority of 
children from ethnic minorities and 
the quality of its work has been 
widely praised. The school has an 
annual budget of £1.6 million: 
Labour’s proposals could reduce 
this by E160,000. and. as Brian 
Jones, the headmaster, says: ‘As 80 
per cent of our funds go on staffing, 
we would have to reduce personnel. 
This would result in teacher redun- 


dandes and larger classes.” 

Labour's plans to tamper with 
grant-maintained governing bod¬ 
ies are also not as harmless as they 
seem. Heads and governors used to 
productive meetings fear that the 
imposition of local political repre¬ 
sentatives would bring back all the 
old arguments of the council cham¬ 
ber to school boards, and that 
valuable governors would resign in 
frustration- At Archbishop Teni- 
son's. Labour proposals would 
mean a reduction in the number of 
church and foundation governors 
from II to three. 

“These are the people entrusted 
with ensuring that the original 
ethos and religious character of the 
school are preserved,” says Mr 
Jones. “The dangers of replacing 
them with minor town hall politi¬ 


cians are all too apparent.” 

Mr Blunkett's other stated plans 
for grant-maintained schools — 
inspection by local authority "ad¬ 
visers" (although they already re¬ 
ceive visits from Ofsted), the 
interference in their admissions by 
local authority officers, the confis¬ 
cation of the proceeds of asset sales 
by local authority treasurers — all 
show that new Labour is as wedded 
to municipal socialism as ever. 

The soft words of today's mani¬ 
festo conceal a steely determination 
by Mr Blair to hand bade education 
to the control of local authorities, to 
the very people who have failed for 
decades to raise standards in 
sdiools. 

• Sir Boh Balchin is the chairman 
of the Grant-Maintained Schools 
Foundation. 


Is charity law 
stifling the 
student press? 

Paul Tyrrell reports on the election 


restrictions on the campus media 


N ow that the election is 
finally under way, the 
national press will once 
more begin to confirm their 
political colours. Not so the 
majority of Britain's student 
media, which will have to keep 
their opinions to themselves 
until after polling day. 

This is because student unions 
have charitable status and are 
subject to charity law. This 
forbids the use of tax-relieved 
funds for displays of political 
partiality. National guidelines 
issued in February explain that 
"any editorial comment or com¬ 
mentary in favour or against any 
party or its policies, even in the 
form of jokes or sat- _____ 
ire”, is prohibited. 

If student journal- ‘pfC 

ists wish to discuss 
the furore of the con- qF ci 

stiruenty in which J 

their campus is situ- jo i 

a ted, they must offer 121 ’ 

equal column Inches 
and air time to each 
local candidate, even • 

if this means accept- JOUn 

ing contributions . ,, 

from extreme parties IS ail 

or candidates whose _____ 

platform directly con- ~ ~ 

travenes their unions' polides. 

Similarly, if groups such as 
Labour or Conservative Students 
are affiliated to their union and 
wish to hold a conference before 
polling day. they must do so 
behind dosed doors unless they 
offer up the floor to representa¬ 
tives of other parties. 

Hugh Rogers, spokesman for 
the Charity Commission, says 
that a flagrant breach of charity 
law, such as a partisan headline 
in a student newspaper cm 
polling day, could lead to a 
restitution of funds and possibly 
other sanctions. A student 
union's charitable status could 
be jeopardised. 

Charity law is designed to 
protect donors, prevent extreme 
political groups from using char¬ 
itable status to gain legitimacy 


‘Freedom 
of speech 
is what 
student 
journalism 
is all about’ 


and prevent campaigning with 
tax-relieved funds. However, a 
lecturer in law at Newcastle 
University, commenting in The 
Times last December, said that 
"the threat of penalties for un¬ 
lawful political activity will tend 
to stifle participation in the 
political arena". 

This is the view held by the 
editors of some of Britain's most 
distinguished student newspa¬ 
pers. who feel that their freedom 
of speech through editorial inde¬ 
pendence is being denied. David 
Smith, the editor of Leeds Stu¬ 
dent , which was voted last year's 
top student newspaper, says the 
restrictions are ‘a great shame. 
_____ because freedom of 

_ speech is what stu- 

lom tienr journalism is all 

about”. 

ipph Michael Mawle. le¬ 

gal adviser to the 
National Union of 
Students, stresses 
that the guidelines 
are simply a precau- 
i- tianary “clarification" 

LilSjTI and do not represent 

,, any change in charity 

DOUT law in response to 

unlawful student ac- 
" rivity. However, even 

before the calling of the election 
they inadvertently caused diffi¬ 
culty for student editorial teams. 
Jane Marriott, the editor of 
Durham’s independent student 
newspaper, Palatinate, spiked a 
feature on Tony Blair, under 
advice from the NUS, because it 
was due to go to press just before 
the Wtrral-South by-election. 

Lee Find ell, the NUS vice- 
president for education, has 
urged student media to concen¬ 
trate on “issue-based debate" in 
order to compare parties fairly 
and also to support schemes 
such as "Rock the Vote". How¬ 
ever, the law behind the guide¬ 
lines has discouraged many 
editors from tackling political 
issues at a time when students 
are increasingly being accused of 
apathy. 


APPOINTMENTS 


CENTRE FOR COMMERCIAL LAW STUDIES 


Postgraduate Scholarships 

The Centre for Commercial Law Studies offers up to four Postgraduate Scholarships 
for the academic year 1997-98. The Centre is constituted as a Department within the 
Faculty of Laws, and provides postgraduate leaching for the ELM degree of London 
University. Supervision is also provided for students registered for the London PhD or 
MPhil degrees by research. The Scholarships are available to students who will be 
registered at Queen Mary and Westfield College tor any of the above qualifications. 
The value of each scholarship will be determined by the status and qualifications of 
the person to whom it is awarded, and may be at a level equivalent to the full tuition 
fee payable tor the year and course in question. 

The titles of the scholarships are as follows: 

t. The Use Schmitthoff Scholarship in (ntemationa! Commercial Law. 

This Scholarship is funded by the Give M Schmitthoff Foundation, established 
through the generous bequest of Mrs Schmitthoff, and is tenable by a student 
whose interests Ke mainly within the range of subjects associated writo the lifetime 
work of Professor Clive M Schmitthoff. 

2. The Kerchel Smith Endowed Scholarship in Intellectual Property Law. 

This Scholarship is funded from toe substantial endowment provided by Dr 
Herchel Smith to the Centre's Intellectual Property Law Unit, for toe furtherance 
of study and research m the field of Intellectual Property Law. 

3. The financial Law Scholarship. This Scholarship s offered by the International 
Financial and lax Law Unit of the Centre, and is available for studies lying within 
the Units sphere of activities. 

4. The Information Technology law Scholarship!. The scholarship k offered by 
the Information Technology Law Unit of toe Centre, and is available for studies 
lying within toe Units sphere of activities. 

for further particulars and an application form please contact Mrs Sandra 
Baird (tel. 0171 975 5322) quoting Reference T/AP. Completed application 
forms should be returned to arrive not later than 1 June 1997 to 
Mrs Sandra Baird. Centre for Commercial law Studies, 

Queen Mary and Westfield College, London El 4NS. 

WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


QUEEN MARY 

AND WESTFIELD COLLEGE 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


POSTS 


EDUCATION 


THE STJNS^IIMES 

THEM^TIMES 

EDUCATION 

FORTHCOMING FEATURES 

LANGUAGE COURSES 
Friday 11th April 
Sunday 13th April 

MBA COURSES 
Friday 18th April 
Sunday 20th April 

INDEPENDENT EDUCATION 
Friday 25th April 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 
Friday 2nd May 
Sunday 4th May 

MBA SUPPLEMENT 
Friday 9th May 

For further information about these 
features or to advertise please 
contact the Education Team on: 

Tel: 0171680 6800 

Fax: 0171782 7899 


COURSES 


MAXIMISE YOUR POTENTIAL 


TtfilOUQH A SERIES OP 
QUAUHCATIOKS DESIGNED TO 
TAKE YOU THROUGH EACH STAGE 
OF YOUR MANAGEMB4T CAREER 

The Open Cortege in conjimetion 
with toe Univeraity of Oxford Delegacy 
tor Local Examinations are offering 
qualifications for people who wart to 
dimb up the corporate ladder 

• Certificate in Team Leadership 


• Certificate in First Level Management 

• Postgraduate Certificate in Management 

• Postgraduate Diploma In Management 

Choose the course that is best tor you. 

These business-focused qualifications are delivered 
by tSstance learning, with support also avaflabte via 
the internet CaU Sarah McKema on 0161 434 0007 
or write to: 

The Open College Limited 
Freepost MR7262 
Manchester 
M200PT 

email: mckemans@opencoDege.co.uk 


POSTS 




(PURCHASING 

■consortium 


COMMODITY 
GROUP MANAGER 

Up to £24k + benefits 


The London universities Purchasing Consortium has an urgent need for an 
effective and business oriented purchasing professional, to join its small team 
(initially on a one year fixed-term basis) and take active and immediate 
responsibility for the development of supply agreements on behalf of this important 
public sector organisation. 

The postholder will report to the LUPC Director. 

This is a challenging, high profile and generalist role, requiring a customer-focused 
self-starter, motivated by results and committed to the highest standards of personal 
performance and service delivery, the individual appointed will be expected in 
make an immediate and positive contribution! 

Applications, by CV and covering letter, should be forwarded as soon as possible to 
the following address: Personnel Officer, Univeraity of London, Senate House, Malet 
Street, London WC1E 7HU. Please quote REF: LUPG'CCM(F-T). This post has been 
advertised elsewhere in the recent past and previous applicants need not re-apply. 

Pursuing equal opportunities and excellence bt educatiun 


A/DL/TT497 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


French courses in France 

Teenagers - Adults 

Call Annabelle on 0171 734 7224 

Wa are a Chanty Uy recognized by the French Government 

13 P 7 • 35535 ttSi 


ALL BOX NUMBER 
REPLIES SHOULD 
BE ADDRESSED 
TO: 

BOX No:-_ 

eto TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O. BOX 3553, 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


RESEARCH 


SENIOR 

APPOINTMENTS 


TEACHERS 


HAILEYBURY 



Applications air invited from experienced 
GCSE/A Level teachers across all academic 
disciplines who wish to extend their 
cfrffk into multi-sensory learning. 

Short listed applicants will be expected 
to attend several training workshops as 
pan of the selection process for 
September 1997. Consideration will also 
be given to recent graduates interested in 
teaching as a career. 

For further details please send a C.V. to: 
The Principal 
LansdQU'nc independent 
Sixth Form College. 

40M Baris Place, London \V2 4AT 



University 
of Durham 



appointment of bursar 

The Council of Hailey bury and imperial Service College 
invites application* for the posl of Bursar and Secretary to 
the Governors following the retirement of the present 
Bunor. The appointment will begin on I January 1998 or 
earlier by agreement. 

Basic salary by negotiation - circa £45.000. 

Contributory pension scheme, car allowance, the 
possibility of accomodation, school fees remission and 
other benefits. 

Further particulars available from: 

A de R Davis MA 
Secretary to the Governors 
Hateyhtny 
Hertford, SG117NU 

to whom applications should be sent not later than 21 
April 1991. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR 
AND WARDEN 


The University of Durham inrites 
applications for the post of Vice- 
Chancellor and Warden to succeed 
Professor E A V Ebsworth who is to 
retire in 199S. 

Interested individuals arc 
invited to obtain Bill written g* 
particulars from the / 




University’s appointed Consultants, 
Saxton Bompfylde International pic 
by telephoning 0181 466 4126 (24 
hours) not later than 17 April 
1997 quoting reference GDMB. 

The dosing date for applications 
^ will be Thursday 24 April 
1997. 


iDVEffflSCD BECflulfMEVI *MO CON&ULMNCr 
* mftCtlCC WlTfclW 5*«tOH BtMPFUDE lnteBN*TIOim Eli 
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RESEARCH GRANTS 

The annual Income from a donation made by the 
Japan Foundation is available for disbursement 
by a Committee established under toe auspices of 
tiie former UGC. specifically for the promotion 
of Japanese Studies in UK Higher Education. 
Applications are now invited for small grants in 
support of relevant academic research. 

All research projects must be intrinsically related 
lo toe academic subject of Japanese Studies, and 
awards are tenable only in degree-awarding 
institutions in the UK Applicants must be 
members of staff in such institutions: 
applications may not be nude directly by 
students, and courseworfc cannot be funded. 

It should be ruled that research grants are 
unlikely to exceed £5.000. and that most will be 
substantially smaller. Studentship applications 
are not bring invited on this occasion. 

Further particulars and application forms mat be 
obtained from the Executive Secretory. Japan 
Foundation Endowment Committee, do The 
University of Sheffield. Frith Court, Western 
Bank. Sheffield S10 2TN, by whom completed 
forms must be received by Friday 25 April 1997 
at the latesLTel.Dl 14-222 1206; Fax; 0114-276 
8496; E-mail: jfec@sbeffiekLac.uk 


EASTER REVISION COURSES 


LEARN FRENCH 
FAST 


2-4wfc*Suuaar 

cornet 

Sortnwifl IMmntyPate, 
Eferaos, PoOere, Toufoine 
S C6» D'Azur 

French‘A'Lsvet written 
Under leaUamateaV 
Summer pnttttm 
Bergeiaca&lanfe 

Chalrnot Educate* 
Sarvtees 

T«t01273 220281 


“HOW WILL 
I MARE 
THE GRADE..? 


017-L935 5452 
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Can your school match this filmscript? Colin Firth and Ruth GemmeU star in Fever Pitch, the story of a schoolteacher who is crazy about Arsenal Football Club 


A first-class act to follow 


I f the staff at Film Education 
have their way. secondary 
school classrooms will soon 
echo to the sound of teenage 
movie moguls “pitching" script 
ideas and arguing over the best 
way to promote a blockbuster. 

In the wake of The English 
Patient's nine Oscar triumphs, 
Him Education, the ten-year-old 
charity which produces material 
used by thousands of teachers, is 
making its own. potentially signifi¬ 
cant contribution to the British film 
industry. 

With funding from the Cinema 
Exhibitors’ Association and 
Barclays Bank, it has produced The 
Film Industry: three television doc¬ 
umentaries and a detailed teaching 
pack, designed to show pupils how 
the professionals do everything 
from selling a screenplay to manag¬ 
ing a multiplex. 

With the media now a compul¬ 
sory component of the national 
curriculum, film-related studies are 
gaining an increasingly firm foot¬ 
hold in the timetable. Out of school 
hours, more than one million !1 to 


Daniel Rosenthal reports on an initiative that could produce 
_the next generation of British Oscar winners_ 


18-year-olds go to the cinema at 
least twice a month. 

However, according to Film Edu¬ 
cation’s Amanda White, only a 
handful are familiar with the 
wheeling, dealing and plain hard 
work that lie behind the on-screen 
action; more importantly, nor are 
their teachers. 

“Teachers of media, communica¬ 
tions and business feel that demys¬ 
tifying the film industry is a crucial 
part of their work." says Miss 
White. “But a shortage of suitable 
material has meant many of them 
do not have a firm enough grasp of 
the business. 

“Our aim is to help them to 
provide students with a clear 
understanding of the wide range of 
roles that exist within the film 
industry. The kids all want to be 
Spike Lee or Martin Scorsese, but 
we want them to appreciate that 
behind the glamour of film-mak¬ 


ing. there is a lot of financial risk 
and old-fashioned teamwork." 

The Producer's Tale , the first of 
the three half-hour Fflm Industry 
programmes, was transmitted in 
BBG2*s Learning Zone in the early 
hours of Wednesday, to be repeated 
April 9,16 and 23. Documentaries 
on distribution and exhibition fol¬ 
low in May and June, and 21,000 
free copies of the accompanying 
teaching packs are on the way. 

T he teaching pack includes 
copies of documents from 
UCI Cinemas outlining 
plans for a new multiplex 
in Ireland; in The Producer's Tale, 
leading producers such as Sir 
David Puttnam talk about the 
problems of juggling artistic and 
commercial priorities. 

Each section also contains tasks 
lifted straight from what Miss 
Whire calls "the nitty-gritty’ of the 


movie business. Acting as produc¬ 
ers, pupils have to devise a film 
idea and then convince investors 
(played by their classmates) to put 
up millions of dollars; as distribu¬ 
tors they must construct a trailer 
for a new release; as exhibitors, 
they must choose a viable site for a 
new cinema complex. 

Beyond their short-term value for 
puptis' GCSE and A-level studies, 
prominent industry figures believe 
such exercises can help to train the 
next generation of British movie¬ 
makers and backers. 

Rebecca O’Brien, who appears in 
The Producer's Tale , discussing 
her work as producer of Ken 
Loach’s award-winning Land and 
Freedom, says: “If you want to get 
into this business, knowing the 
nuts and bolts of how a movie 
reaches the screen is just as 
important as having seen lots of 
films." 


Another of The Producer's Tale 
interviewees, Nik Powell, executive 
producer of the screen version of 
Nick Hornby's Fever Pitch, which 
opens today, says: “This initiative 
will not make an impact in terms of 
recruitment, because there has 
never been a shortage of young 
people. But there are no real 
training routes into the business. 

“The Film Industry will help 
students through the fog that 
surrounds the complex and idio¬ 
syncratic structures of this busi¬ 
ness. The better educated people 
are. the better the British films we 
will produce." 

Producers are not tire only pro¬ 
fessionals to have been impressed 
by the teaching pack. The text is so 
clear and concise that a firm of 
entertainment lawyers has started 
using it as an induction pack for 
trainees, and the boss of one 
cinema chain always keeps his 
copy within easy reach. 

• The Film Industry. BBC2. 530am, 
Wednesdays until June 25. Packs are 
available from Film Education, 41-42 
Berners Street, London WIP3AA. 


Boys, it’s a chronic 
decline of phonics 

New research claims to show why boys 
trail at school- John O’Leary reports" 


W hile attention focused on 
the teacher unions and 
politicians early this 
week, an intriguing theory 
emerged about the root cause of the 
growing gender gap in educational 
performance. 

The reasons for girls’ increasing 
superiority has been a source of 
unending debate. Everything from 
the style of assessment to cultural 
shifts and an apparent dedine in 
boys’ self-esteem has been died, but 
there has been no explanation for 
the phenomenon's gradual move¬ 
ment up the age range. 

Young girls have always done 
better than boys, mainly, it is 
thought, because they mature more 
quickly. Even at GCSE, girls have 
been the traditional leaders in all 
but the sciences, and even that is 
changing. A-level has gone the 
same way and female students are 
winning the lion’s share of the top 
degrees. 

Bonnie Macmillan, a Canadian 
researcher living in London, be¬ 
lieves that die causes can be found 
in die way children have been 
taught to read over the past two 
decades. Her book, published by 
the Institute of Economic Affairs, 
places the blame on teachers' 
reluctance to use phonics, the 
traditional method of teaching 
reading by decoding words from 
individual letter sounds. 

Dr Macmillan’s study, as one 
might expect from a right-wing 
think-tank, is polemic as much as 
research: its extensive survey high¬ 
lights evidence to support her 
theory and ignores most of the rest. 
But. with the importance of phonics 
in the teaching of reading now well- 
established. the suggestion that 
previous practice may have had 
such an effect deserves attention. 

Like many of the angrier critics of 
the education establishment Dr 
Macmillan is inclined to overstate 
her case. "In general terms, one 
may find oneself wondering if it is 
possible that educational bureau¬ 
crats. teacher trainers, teachers' 
unions and organisations, in col¬ 
laboration with book publishers 
and assisted by the rapid turnover 
of Secretaries of State for Educa¬ 
tion, may have conspired over a 
number of yean to weave a 
complex veil of orthodoxy that has 
functioned most effectively to ob¬ 
scure the facts." 


Publishers, who normally escape 
the attentions of traditionalist crit¬ 
ics. are at the heart of Dr Macmil¬ 
lan's thesis. The reading schemes 
used by most schools are usually 
seen as evidence that teachers are 
not in thrall to progressive meth¬ 
ods. but she argues the opposite. 
Because the books encourage 
whole-word recognition, they are 
actually minimising the use of 
phonics. 

Naturally, the publishers deny 
this, and teachers insist that they do 
not slavishly follow the reading 
schemes alone. But other studies 
support the view that primary 
schools’ claims to be using a 
mixture of techniques to teach 
reading (as the national curriculum 
requires) have disguised an under¬ 
use of phonics in many cases. 

D r Macmillan is certain that 
this is still the position in 
most schools, although her 
book by no means proves it 
Whether or not it is, there can be 
little doubt that the use of phonics 
declined in the 1980s and the early 
years of this decade, when reading 
standards appear to have dropped. 
Can this have had a differential 
impact on boys and a knock-on 
effect for later learning? 

Dr Macmillan cites evidence that 
developmental differences between 
the sexes put boys at greater risk of 
reading problems: boys have a 
shorter attention span in the first 
years of school and are slower to 
acquire language skills. 

The absence of a widening gen¬ 
der gap in Scotland, where tradi¬ 
tional methods have continued to 
hold sway, is used to support her 
view that the use of “look-and-say" 
techniques in England has put boys 
at a particular disadvantage. 

From this conclusion, it is but a 
short step to attribute later educa¬ 
tional failure to boys’ poor founda¬ 
tions. In the crucial primary years, 
when girls, in any case, are 
developing more quickly, boys are 
still struggling to master the basics 
and never catch up. 

The theory requires more evi¬ 
dence than Dr Macmillan has 
provided in her book, but it should 
not be discounted. 

• Why schoolchildren can't read by 
Bonnie Macmillan; published by the 
IEA.2 lord North Street, London SW1P 
3LB; £12 


COURSES 


EDUCATION 


In three years’ time, you 
could be richer in more 
ways than one. 

In 20110, you inulil be ihc prowl powcuur of an honours degree, ready to lake on ihc 
job market- You could linr a BSe (lions) in Computer Sriemv, valuable prarfk-al experience, 
ihc IBM name on your CV, and u healllty bank balance - since you will be paid throughout 
the three years. The IBM/University or [forlsmoulii Sponsored Degree Scheme offers all these 
and the advantages oT a sandwich degree within three yeans rather than the conventional Tour. 

This is how our integrated approach works. You will la- on a paid, three year fixed 
term contract, based at IBM in Hampshire. During the initial nine monllts of jour first year, 

IBM technical training is combined with University study, followed by a placement within 
one oT IBM* project teams. The remaining years orthe scheme rumprise two days a week at 
university and three days working for IBM, with a summer school between years 2*3. 

Your work experience is assessed and counts towards your final degree classification. 

The course is accredited hy the British Computer Sociny and » also recognised by llw 
Kngioccring Council. 

With IBM's resources at your disposal, you will he working with the very latest 
technology. We will also complement your technical training with business and personal 
skills development. On completion of the scheme you will be in a unique position to take 
advantage of ihc opportunities which will be available within the IT industry, in particular, 

IBM’s graduate programme- 

\f t . arc looking for pco)de who have a minimum of six CCSK passes including 
mat lu-ma tics and expect to achieve at least 18 A-level points or equivalent. Equally important 
will be a real interest in IT and the capacity to cope with an intensive study programme. 

For an application form and further information, please write to Helen l.avis. 

Student Employment Officer, IBM United Kingdom limited, 1*0 Ho* 41, North Harbour; 
Portsmouth, Hampshire l*Ob 3AU. 

IBM is an equal opportunity employer. 

The IBM homepage nut be found an the Internet at http:lltctrK.ibm.eom •OaS? 


Solutions for a small planet 


EAGLE EYES REQUIRED 

Would you Ififae to javtiee as a fivetawx proofieaJcroreditor 
earning an excrilem income wotting than home? Then mark. 
Ibe errors in in this wlmtisemrw and post it to Chapterhouse 
with yocr name, and a dress- 

Well send you a free prospectus of our training services. 
Chapterhouse coaraes are respected nwematiocany and oar 
profcMiomd etnas glw jrw their 

amend its easy, bn w have a srx-ear record oT establishing 
£any successful aulsneert through our co-respondance 
milling and semnun. 

If your too busy a phone call wdl do. 

Ompteehme, 2 Soodtenk** Wot, Exeter EXl UG. 
X«t 01392 499488, Fax 01392 498008 


Intensive Business Skills 

April, July, S ep t em ber and January start 

12. 24 & 36 week courses including; 
Keyboarding, T? Spreadsheets, DTjascs, DT? 
Business Administration, Shorthand. 
Management Appreciation 4 Career Development. 

Queens BusIikh & Seawatd Coflege Quern's Jtorfborwj* Cofcge 

M Quecmban Pbre -- Bdenan Street 

London 5*7 205 [Buj Cwdtidg ? 02 U£ 

TeL 0171 589 8583 1 7€ J Hd: 01223 3670X6 


TEP 


ENHANCEMENT 


ASSISTANT CO-ORDINATOR 

4 POSTS 


The Technology Enhancement Programme is the UK’s 
largest curriculum initiative in design and technology for 
students 14 -19- 

Candidates should • have experience of work in secondary 
schools ot FE or initial teacher education • be enthusiasts and 
good communicators • be committed to furthering TEP’s 
mission. 


EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
AND MARKETING 


Responsible for TEP promotion and sales within the 
educational, training and industrial wor lds, prepare publications 
and promotional materials, market TEP; design and mount 
exhibitions; secure substantial sponsorship; represent TEP at 
professional events. 


TRAINING AND FRANCHISING 


Responsible for INSET and CPD, you will formulate materials 
and provide professional support directly or through local 
organisations; working with schools, colleges and training 
orgaosations. 


MATERIALS AND RESOURCES 


Responsible for resource development and for innovation 
through developing high-tech, low-cost learning materials. 


INDUSTRIAL AND 
VOCATIONAL MATERIALS 


Responible for work with colleges, industrial tr ainin g 
organisations and companies mounting Motion 
Apprenticeships, 

Salaries in the range of £I8K - £3lK p jl 3 year PT or FT 
fixed term contracts. Secondments considered. Applications by 
CV and covering le tter. D etails from Alex MacLaren or 
Catherine Smyth, GTEP, 5 Old Mitre Court, London EC4Y 
7BP. Tel. 0171 583 0900. Fax. 0171 583 0909. 

Closing date.-16 April 1997. 


CARTOOHXVfGl 
for. mom I 

Maks money from your J 
cartooning and BusJjatiofll 
■MBs. Study front (tome { 
for a new career or a I 
profitafafa second Incotnej* 
0800 371 500 Jt 


as a Travel Writerf 

This tree Newsletter and a 
prospectus shows you I 
exactly how to become a ■ 

Freelance Travel Writer. | 

^ 080 0 371 500 ^. j 


1 APPOINTMENTS 



Take a close look at 

St. George’s University School of 

Medicine. Here’s what you'll find: 

■ Mutttaatfonaf faculty of over 
500 educators 

■ CWnteaf pro gramm e conducted 
In affiliated hospitals in the 
United States and the 
United Kingdom 

■ 88% pass rate for Ist-tlme 
takers in tone 1996 
United States Medical 
Licensing Exam, part I 

■ Safe, frientfly environment 
conducive to learning 

■ Entire programme conducted 
m Ehgffsft 

■ Strong network of student 
support services 

If you like what you see here, 
there's even more. Including our 
two modern campuses: one on 
St. Vincent, and our new $25 
million campus on Grenada. 


For more information, contact: 
Office of Admissions. DepL 
AUK7. St. George’s University 
School of Medicine, c/o The North 
American Correspondent: Medical 
School Services. Ltd., One East 
Main Srreet. Bay Shore. NY 
11706-8399. USA. 

Call: 1-516-665-8500 
Fax: 1-516-665-5590 
Email: sgu_info@sgu.edu 

Include your address and phone number: 

Coma to oar pres en t a tion: 
Thursday, April 10,1997 
Kensington Park 
Do Vere Gardens 
6-7:30 pm 


Sl Geoige’s University 

School of Medicine 

Grenada. West Indies 

Look for us m the Imerneh- 
Mp:llv*yrstgeorxesunhjedulunhl 


DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION ( Ref . kksa) 

T i? Vited 'T candidates for a new and exchma 

These in elude its libraries, central printing and media services electronic 
network, computing support and its oducattonul research and development. 
The person appointed will be a member ot the University’s Strategic 
Management Team and wdl be expected to play a leading pan in establish™ 
and implementing its policies and strategies on information and IT for both 
students and staff. w 

Attractive salary pin a discretionary merit payment 
Local Government Superannuation Schema. 

AustBnce with removal expenses where appropriate. f | 

Closing data: 18 April 1997 

— "'rainwniim . 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


V MUSIC 

SCHOLARSHIP N 

DEVONSHIRE 
HOUSE SCHOOL 

-5555KS? 

rssxff* 

Oww*»Hogw8d«olu 

■ yt jwwiw fc, 

nnMiiyMucfaa*. 

Rs timr momma 

. Straw comet** 
«mrafanc-towny. 
D'anetoHouraStfutf. 
■fteWttem, 
tteixjiiMU. Until 

^T«tot7i4*im M 
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RUGBY UNION 


Wasps hoping to 
redress balance 
with Sunday best 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 

THE Courage Clubs Champ¬ 
ionship match between Wasps 
and Bath on Sunday was 
always likely to have a baring 
on the destination of the 


league title bur, after the 
tumultuous events of Wednes¬ 
day night, the significance of 
the match is even greater. 
Having lost to Leicester at 
Welford Road. Wasps cannot 
afford another slip if they are 
to end the season in triumph. 

They have the advantage 
over Leicester of having 
points in the bag. If they won 
their remaining five games, 
then Leicester would have to 
win seven matches and accrue 
a superior points difference to 
steal the title. For Bath, how¬ 
ever, die season has gone from 
bad to worse. Defeat by Sale 
leaves their title defence in 
timers and they will have to 
work hard to ensure qualifica¬ 
tion for the Heineken Cup 
next season. 

“Anything can still happen 
but. realistically, our title 
hopes are aver." Phil de 


Glanvjlle. the Bath captain, 
said after his side lost 11-5 at 
Heywood Road on Wednes¬ 
day. “There is a lack of 
confidence at the moment. We 
are nor playing the game we 
should be and the way we 
were at the start of the season. 
WeVe got to finish in the top 
four because it’s important for 
the dub that we get a 
Heineken Cup place, bur we 
have some hard games 
ahead.” 

Adding to the gloom at Bath 
is the air of uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding the future of Simon 
Geoghegan. The Ireland 


TABLE 


Wasps 

6^jh 

Hattaquins 
Safjcorjs 
Sole .. 
Northampton i& 
GkwoMte* IS 
Braid . . if. 
WHaiUepoot 18 
London lush 14 
OmSI 17 


P W 

17 14 

15 12 

16 11 
IS 10 
M 9 


IS 


D L F A 
0 3 526 319 
0 3 4£3 226 
0 5 567 x© 

0 5 672 SO? 
1 4 .381 279 
1 5 397 303 
0 8 360 330 
0 7 344 356 
0 11 312 483 
0 15 308 642 
0 12 313 501 
O 15 225 711 


Pts 

28 

24 

22 

20 

19 

19 

16 

16 

10 

6 
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Greenwood catches 
South African eye 


By David Hands 


AMONG the lesser lights 
chosen by the British Isles for 
(he tour to South Africa this 
summer, one in particular 
caught the eye of Carel du 
Plessis, the new South Africa 
coach. It is the height of 
irony that, if du Plessis want¬ 
ed in-depth information 
about Will Greenwood, he 
could contact the South Afri¬ 
can who plays alongside 
Greenwood at Leicester. Joel 
Stransky. 

“We have seen most of diem 
playing in the five nations* 
and 1 feel comfortable that we 
know a fair bit about the 
Lions.” du Plessis said yester¬ 
day. “ButGreenwood is a new 
name and I haven't seen a lot 


hill backs. "The half backs 
will be very important 
because they will determine 
the style of game the Dons 
play.” the former wing said. 

“If they have Gregor 
Townsend at stand-off. do 
they have Neil Jenkins at full 
back? He is a reliable place- 
kicker. but is he going to 
make it as die Test full back?” 

Not that du Plessis need 
worry about the Lions prob¬ 
lems since he has concerns of 
his own; the heavy provincial 
schedule makes it impossible 
for him to travel to watch 
Stransky and Francois 
Pienaar play the final month 
of the English season. 

He hopes to select a squad 


“Of’Nfck the 

analyse certain players and final of the Super 12 on May 


positions and I want to get 
hold of as much video materi¬ 
al as possible.” 

Du Plessis appreciates the 
size and strength of the Lions 
forwards' and described the 
backs as a good mix of 
playmakers and solid ddend- 
ers but, like many others, he 
queries the likely combina¬ 
tions at half back and the 
quality among the wings and 


31 and. depending upon the 
cooperation of provincial 
coaches, keep them together 
in camp while the Lions are in 
South Africa. They have a 
warm-up international with 
Tonga in Cape Town on June 
10 and, if the players remain 
together for a month, that 
would go a long way toward 
negating the advantage en¬ 
joyed by a touring side. 


wing, who has made only a 
dozen first-team appearances 
since arriving from London 
Irish almost three years ago, 
withdrew from contention for 
the British Isles tour of South 
Africa because of foot prob¬ 
lems that have plagued him 
all season and now threaten 
his career. 

“ I have to go back and speak 
ro the surgeons.” Geoghegan 
said. "Ml try something else, 
but if ir doesn't work out 111 
have to hang up my boots. At 
the moment my main concern 
is to try to get these feet right 
for the rest of my life.” 

Wasps are likely to field an 
unchanged XV at Loftus Road 
on Sunday, satisfied that they 
shared in an outstanding 
game with Leicester, despite 
the 18-12 reverse. "I’m just 
pleased at the level our game 
reached and now we have to 
sustain it.** Nigel Melville, the 
director of rughy, said. “The 
reaction of our players to the 
defeat was brilliant — they 
were all sick, bur there are so 
many young boys who can 
only get better." 

Melville’s belief is dial 
home-grown players such as 
Nick Greensfock, Will Green 
and Shane Roiser have to be 
encouraged, and he denied 
reports from France that 
Christian Califano, the inter¬ 
national prop from Toulouse, 
is poised to join the London 
club. He was particularly 
pleased with the form shown 
by Alex King and Rob Hen¬ 
derson. who seems to have 
added a yard of pace since his 
move from London Irish. 

Leicester, meanwhile, will 
take a rare opportunity to rest 
players against Orrell at 
Welford Road tomorrow. Only 
two of their six Lions. Eric 
Miller and Neil Back, take the 
field and Joel Stransky. whose 
six penalty goals proved 
derisive against Wasps, is 
rested. Stransky has taken his 
points tally to 119 in right 
appearances, but gives way at 
stand-off half to Rob Ule y, 
whose brother, John, returns 
at foil back- 

England have confirmed 
that their tour of Argentina 
this summer will involve five 
matches, with internationals 
on May 31 and June 7. There 
will also be a five-match tour 
by England Under-21 to Aus¬ 
tralia. their final match, at 
Sydney Football Stadium on 
July ll being a curtain-raiser 
to the senior- international to 
be played between the Walla¬ 
bies and England. 


Pride of lions will be put to test on tour 


GERALD DAVIES 



Rugby Union 
Commentary 


Fi 


or all the head 
scratching and eye- 
screwing searches 
through the notation- 
al charts over the past few 
months, the uncomplicated 
part is over. Although it 
cannot have seemed so at the 
time. Fran Cotton, the manag¬ 
er, and Ian McGeechan, the 
coach, will soon reflect that 
the selection of the British 
Isles tour party was the easy 
bit After all they and Jim 
Telfcr, the assistant coach, got 
to see a lot of the sport they 
loved, observed a whole 
clutch of fine and not-so-finc 
players and had to choose 35. 

There will have been a lot of 
chin wagging about who to 
leave in and leave out but. in 
truth, they will have enjoyed 
the exercise. Something of the 
kind has been going on in 
pubs and dubs since Christ¬ 
mas and conducted in not too 
dissimilar a fashion. Pub pun¬ 
dits take ther banter about 
sport very seriously indeed. 

The difference is that the 
know-alls in the four-ale bar 
can now, at the call of last 
orders, prepare to go home 
and sleep the sleep of the 
contented man. For Cotton. 
McGeechan and their cap¬ 
tain. Martin Johnson, the 
goblins will soon begin their 
rounds at midnight. Can the 
Dons win an international 
match series in South Africa 
for the second time? And if so, 
how will they do it? 

The trip is the 24th overseas 
tour undertaken by the Lions 
since 1888. This is the first 
time they travel as profession¬ 
als. This may signal a change 
in emphasis. Indeed, the 
future of the Dons may de¬ 
pend on what happens this 
summer. Hitherto, South Afri¬ 
ca and New Zealand have' 
found Dons tours more entic¬ 
ing and exhilarating than any 
tour undertaken by any one of 
the four individual countries. 

But the nigby world is 
changing. With the success of 
the Super 12 fixtures and the 
advent of the Tri-nations 
series in the southern hemi¬ 
sphere. the question will arise 
as to whether the Dons can 
retain their magnetism. This 
tour needs to be successful; 



By Robert Sheehan. 
BRIDGE CORRESPONDENT 

This Refresher is about suit 
management. Do you know 
the best way to make three 
tricks out of 

A K 9 7 opposite J63 

It is to lead our the ace and 
continue with a low one to the 
jack. If nothing dramatic has 
happened, you play a third 
round to the king. You only 
fail against Qx or QIOxx 
sitting over the jack. 

So how would you play this 
slam: 

*KJ98 
vO J 
♦ K652 
#J63 


of hearts, but if the clubs don't 
behave you should be taking 
the heart finesse. 

When this hand occurred in 
the Macallan Camrose match 
between England and Scot¬ 
land in December, both de¬ 
clarers were alive ro fJiis point 
Each cashed the ace of clubs 
and entered dummy to play a 
club to the nine. That is not the 
best percentage play in the 
suit and West took the ten, but 
he couldn't do any harm. Each 
declarer was subsequently 
able to test dubs before derid¬ 
ing whether to take the heart 
finesse. As seems to happen so 
often when someone plays 
correctly, most of the inferior 
lines would also have worked. 
The East-West hands; 


r ■ n 

*752 

N ^ 

*843 

W' ' E 

81054 

Vtf • E 

VK9B762 


•10874 


♦ 3 


♦ M 82 


*054 


* A Q 10 

*A3 

♦ A Q J 9 
*AK97 

Contract: &NT by South 
Lead: five of spades 

You have eleven tricks on top, 
and if clubs were your only 
source of a twelfth you might 
play them as 1 describe above. 
But see what happens if. after 
you cash the ace and lead low 
ro the jack. Ea* wmsi and 
returns a heart. If the dubs are 
dividing and the heart is 
wrong you should take the ace 


□ David Muller organises an 
under 19*s bridge dub at the 
Young Chelsea Bridge Club. 
Activities include Duplicate 
Bridge Pairs. Minibridge 
Pairs, and supervised practice. 
The next meetings an? on 12 
and 27 April. Details: D 
Muller. 01S1 <*2 2930: Young 
Chelsea Bridge Club 0171 373 
1665. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
Section on Saturday. 




By Philip Howard 


BIBLICALS 
RAHAB 
cl A teetotaller 

b Whore with a heart of gold 
c. An Apocryphal prophet 

ABIGAIL 

a. A traitress 

b. A nursemaid 

c. A beauty 


barsabas 

a. A substitute 

b. A friend of Joshua 

c. A lawgiver 
RHODA 

a. An excitable girl 

b. The wife of Pet er 

c. A Corinthian 

Answers on page 45 



By- Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Champions in France 

It is noteworthy that two 20th 
century world champions. Alexan¬ 
der Alekhine and Boris Spassky, 
have taken up residence in France, 
yet their presence made no discern¬ 
ible impact on ihe overall level ol 
chess in that country. Etienne 
Barren. 14. who has just become the 
wee-id's youngest grandmaster 
ever, was not a trainee of Spassky 
but of grandmaster Josef Dorf- 
man, formerly the trainer and 
second of Garry Kasparov. 

Alekhine, who won (he world 
championship 70 years ago. led the 
French team on several occasions, 
but his colleagues twho included 
ihe artist. Marcel Duchamp) must 
be considered minor musters 
rather than full international level 
or of grandmaster standard. It is 
possible that Alekhine's presence 
in the team may have overawed 
rather than encouraged his 
compatriots. Here is a complicated 
game from Alekhine's capture of 
the world title 70 years agp. 

While: Alexander Alekhine 
Black: Jose Capablanca 
World championship. Buenos 
Aires. 1027 

Queen's Gambit Declined 


13 

Bd3 

Bb7 

14 

043 

Rc8 

15 

Obi 

Qa5 

16 

Ws2 

NtXi 

17 

Ne5 

Nc4 

18 

Bxf6 

8x16 

19 

BH7t 

KI8 

20 

Nd7+ 

Ke7 

21 

NC5 

Cto6 

22 

Nxb7 

Oxb? 

Z3 

Bd3 

Rc7 

24 

Qa2 

Rec8 

25 

b3 

Nd6 

26 

i3d2 

Ob6 

27 

Ret 

Kd7 

28 

Rxc7+ 

R>c7 

29 

Bbl 

Be7 

30 

N14 

Kc8 

31 

Qe2 

96 

32 

Nd3 

He4 

33 

bJ 

Rc3 

34 

Ot G 

Oc7 

35 

Nc5 

Bwc5 

36 

drcS 

Oe5 

37 

M 

Og7 

38 

B*e4 

dxeJ 

39 

Kt2 

Cif6 

JO 

93 

95 

41 

Rcl 


Black resigns 



Diagram of final position 


d4 

cA 

Nc3 

Bg5 

e3 

NI3 

Ret 

Qc2 

a3 

Bb4 

Rdl 

ocb5 


N16 

66 

d5 

Nbd7 

Be7 

CUD 

c6 

a6 

1)6 

Refl 

b5 

cxb5 



abedefgh 
□ Raymond Keene writes on chess 
Monday to Friday in Sport and in 
the Weekend section on Saturday. 


WINNING MOVE. 

By Raymond Keene 

Black 10 play. This position is 
from ihe game Moynihan — 
Speelman, Bunraftj' 1997. C«n 
you see how Black made use of 
his tremendous space advan¬ 
tage to force a breakthrough 
on the Ringside in this 
endgame? 

Solution on page 45 

sfe -'’S 

$$ 111 
Wm m®. 
M mvs; a? 



Johnson, the Lions captain, must ensure he does not remain a shadowy figure on tour 


Ihe matches evenly contested, 
the quality high. 

Conclusions may already 
have been drawn, though, 
that the European champion¬ 
ship. for all the joyous celebra¬ 
tion it provides, may not pass 
muster south of the equator. 
In which case, nothing short 
of a series win for the Dons 
wifi do. 

Dons tours have never been 


To select the team from the 
four countries has always 
needed an element of diplo¬ 
macy and at least a modicum 
of democratic distribution 
within the choice of players. 

The Lions' task is to create a 
winning formula from so 
many disparate elements. 
This requires more than just 
players with the right physical 
and skilful attributes. It win 


straightforward affairs. New require; moreTfiiatf adopting 
Zealanders and South Afri- the correct tactics. If it is to be 
cans do not know the half of it assumed that the players have 


the right mental approach for 
the competition itselC it can¬ 
not be as readily assumed that 
the players have the personal¬ 
ities to create the esprit de 
corps to sustain them through 
a period of almost two months 
and the playing of 13 matches. 
There are tensions. 

It could be argued that 
these are players who have 
already travelled long dis¬ 
tances, who areaccuslomedto 
playing a series of fixtures in 
foreign lands. Brought togeth¬ 


er, however, almost random¬ 
ly, there are men with whom 
they might not choose to 
travel 

For all the great honour and 
charisma of the lions, it is 
complacent to presume that a 
“national" identity automati¬ 
cally attaches to them, and to 
which the players can react In 
the way the Springboks and 
the Af! Blacks naturally re¬ 
spond to theirs. The identity 
has to be worked upon and 
manifests itself as the tour 
progresses. 

Cotton and McGeechan 
have to work ro much harder 
at casting their spell to create 
a wholesome sense of camara¬ 
derie. In this respect the 
Springboks and the All 
Blacks have a head start. 

Johnson, the captain, needs 
to cement that relationship 
throughout the squad. He 
cannot be a shadowy figure. 
Everyone needs, swiftly, to be 
made to believe in him. 

At the blazer-fining stage in 
a smart London hoteL there 
will be the nudge-nudge fri¬ 
volity of the nervous begin- 


‘ Future of team 
may depend 
on what 
happens 
this summer' 


ners. This jocularity wiU have 
a forced quality, but the 
rigorous training will soon get 
rid of that they will no longer 
feel like strangers. This is 
when the fine balance be¬ 
tween camaraderie and the 
wiU to win can be forged. 

The next test is when they 
arrive in South Africa. They 
must immediately embrace 
the country and not look upon 
it as an alien culture to be 
rejected. Retreating into their 
own private world will only 
court disaster. The first defeat 
is when the seif-questioning 
begins. It is when confidence 
begins to erode. 

Much will depend on how 
those who fail to make the 
international team, the so- 
called “dirt trackers” of the 
midweek fixtures, will re¬ 
spond to the overall objective. 
To what extent wifi they 
subsume their thwarted per¬ 
sonal ambition for the greater 
good of the Dons cause? 

The players wifi find the 
tour a richly rewarding expe¬ 
rience. without parallel 1 
would say, in rugby. 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


0171-782 7344 


LEGAL NOTICES 


AYR B8. IV Y FLORENCE AlAES 
SPINSTER tala of Newton Abbot. 
Devon <M tbara an 11 
De ce ro b or 1996 
(Mala about £35/100} 

BAILEY ROGER 
BAILEY olbarwli 
BAILEY lata of (taralatf. 
M bt dlee a a <Ua6 tbara so 19 April 
1996 

CEatata about El 1900) 

BLAKE. GEOFFREY LESLIE 
BLAKE lata of Saomtindhta, 
Suffolk Mad at Ipswich. Suffolk 
on IO Aegnst 1996 

fft Wt about £5600) _ 

DAVIES. EMC JOHN DAVIES lata 
of Harrow. Iflrfrfbiaar Med there 
on 21 Dtcatibtn 1996 
CEatata abort £73001 
ELLIOTT. J ESSIE THERESA 
ELLIOTT SPINSTER lata of Park 
BofuL Lond on HWiO diad than 
an 14 Ooabu 1996 
CEual. about £19.000) 
FEBGUSON. ALBERT EDWARD 
FERGUSON lata of Baxteybaath. 
Kant dtad tbara on 14 Annual 
1994 

CEatata about £6.800) 

GOEST. KETTH WILLIAM GUEST 
tala of IlntiniaiaoMtb. D or set 
dtad Own oa 6 Ma. 1996 
(Batata about eaBOOO) 
MOLLWtY. CHRISTOPHER 

FRANK HOLLWKY lot* of 
Bbmtegbwm dtad tbara on 8 
February 1997 
(Batata a boat £70.000) 

H OAST ALL. JACK HORSFALL lata 
ol Hanopaiu. North Ymkablra 
dtad tbaaa an 7 Aagnat 1996 
fEatata aboat £6.000) 


K ITCHENER . EDWARD 

KITCHENER law of Batnftald, 
UldtOaaaa diad at Watford. 
Hartfontabbo on 16 August 
1996 

(Batata about £8/300) 

Ulltll uoa FAIN. ZUBIN DORIS 
LDNN naa PAIN SINGLE WOMAN 
law at Balbata. I — du n SW13 
dtad tbut on IB Match 1996 
(Eataia about nSjOOO) 


RAMSEY Dta of TadOtagtoa, 
MMifl a aaa dtad at St Lao n ai d a on 
San Cat Sanaa on 29 Junoiy 
1996 

(Batata about £7.600) 

BOTtSEY. nm. v 
WIDOW ]ata of Harold Kin. 


9 Stpranbar 1982 
ffoTata about £ 2 . 600 ) 

SNDTH. WILFRED FRANK SMITH 
tala of Wax Kan uto g t oa. Laudou 
W14 dtad tbara oa 6 Octobar 
1996 

(Batata about £16,0001 
Win BARBARA ANN WSBB 
otbonrtaa BARBARA ANNE WBB8 
lata at Doncastai, 
ttakohln dtad tbara «n 17 
1995 

(Erata about £6, 


aoa ROOSE 
WOOD aaa ROUSE WIDOW lata of 
Edatouiaa. London N9 dtad at 
Wlocbraon UHL London N21 oa 
7 Dacasbar 199* 

(Batata about £21,000) 

Th* tda of tba ab o aa n nai ad ora 





EVANS. EDNA 
JOHNSTON 

_ EDNA MARJOBIE 

JOHNSTONE ocbarwtaa 

MARJORIE JOHNSON Baa EVANS 
WIDOW lata of Wan Bcomutab. 
Waal MMInitda dtad tbara oa B 
February J996 
CEatata about EIODOQ) 



PUBLIC NOTICES 


CHARITY COMMISSION 
Charily: Tba South Wale* Irani 
tula of Eagtaeara 
Schama for the llunUot of tba 
obtacta of lha Charley 
BdfUuncw VN/SWI-4289-LT 


_ . . . 10 

make a Schama (or this charity. X 
copy of the Oah Schama can bt 
taau at Tba South Wataa laotl- 
tnte of Eojlnaers. Empire Hovao. 
Mount Smart Sonora, Ca r di ff , 
an UN, or can be obtained by 
—al np a stamped a dd ra aeod 
envelope mThe Cnariry Commia- 
elon, Woodfleld House. Tamper. 
Taunton, Smaeraet TA1 4BL 
quoting lha above rafaranca. 

Co alm a n or tapnauUlMs 
ora be oaie wiihlo cm* tnoath 
from today. 


CHARITY COMMISSION 
Charity of C T Rotrinson 

fully Kgutariny (be 

charily 
Reference: JM/3M4S/CDm 
The CcwrtMRfa—M propose <» 
tonka a Scheme (or this charity-A 
copy of the draft Scheme an be 
seen at Haden* SoUcIlots St 
Marys q u iaib ats.6 Biawtmnrkaf 
Street, UcbPeld, StellotOeMte 
WS13 6L0,ex ten b* obtained by 
sending a stamped admeoaed 
envetopo toTbo Charity CouHuta- 
cfan. WboditeM Mo b s a. Tangles 
Tauten. Somerset TA] 4KL 
qttaOag lha above te fe ra aco . 
Cotombu or i epra v aluations 
<aa be nude wlcfUo one month 
from today._ 


CHARITY COMMISSION 
Ctaadly; SAINT SARKIS CHARITY 
TRUST - 216362 
Schema: Remitating 
Reference; IOi95111/C&LdOI 
The Charity Cnatmlaslooera 
have made a Schema fur this 
charity. X copy caa be Veen for 
the aast math at lha office* of 
Economic and General Secretar¬ 
ial limited, 98 Ponland Place. 
London WIN 4ET, or a Copy can 
be obtained by a en d hu i “ 

■ Lumped uddroseed envelope to 
St- Alban's Honor, 57-40 
KaymariUH. Loadoa SwI t 4 OC 
quoting tba tolerance above 


TRUSTEE ACTS 


NOTICE ta barabf gt v pura tnnt 
to a27 of tba TRUSTEE Act, 
1925 that any person tarin g a 
CLAIM agalaat or an tuTERZST 
tn the ESTATE of any ot tbs 


beret 


daoertp- 
bataw a 
Bby required to toad POrtlr- 
m b> writing of hie rlatai or 
fauetest to tba parson ox par¬ 
son* mapttaeod in Marian to 
ibe deceased patson concerned 

b ef ore the date e p a ctftad ; after 
which date tba estate of tba 
decea*od Win be dbofleut by 
the paroonal tepteranadvBe 
annum tba paxaoaa entitled 
ifeoroto boring a*ud only to 
Um claim* and ini ora* ir of 
which they hare had aoHca. 


ESTATE OF 
AKNHLISEBOEHM 
Section 27 T B OSTEE ACT 1926 
Aav poison haring -a claim 
against or tatoran in the estate 
of Aaaeitaa Boohm tale o f 
Sonoeie Nursing Home 797 
Finchley Read London KW1 wbo 
dtad oa 20 Dec e mbe r 3996 
should send w rit te n parttaularm 
of such claim w interest before 6 
|ma 1997 to the nadanfgned 
Solicitors (or Um because who 
wBI dlstribute the Estate niter 
Uni date umoagn (base eatftlod 
taring regard only to claim* nod 
Inraraei* ol »hld> they base tbou 
bed notice. 

V fr~fc.it Harris SoUdior* 
peneway House, Darin* Leo*, 
Renet* 3aL Hurts ENA 1AQ _ 


NOTICE tc hereby S*reo pv»b- 
.vn i to &Z7 of tba Trustee Act 
1925 that any person haring a 
CLAIM AQAITCTarea INTEREST 
bt the ESTATE ol JOAN crejrrr 

formerly AMOS taw of 47 VA- 
mond Drive. Oen Paiva tn the 
County of Leicester wbo dtad on 

the 9th <£ry of Ma t ch 1997 la 
KTTtiml to sand purricu 


,„raby raqv_ 

lore la writing of blower claim or 

knieraet to tbs person or penon 
Btaattrawd In relation i » tb s 
rtamml uemm concerned 
boTors TWO MONTHS f»m lha 
date of this pabttcariaa (Bib May 
1997) alter which date ih»a*f»w 
of the dacavvnd win be dtatrib- 
urad by tba Eitacniora among the 
pantos Shrilled tb ora rn haring 
regard only to tba claims and 
interest of which they have had 
Notice 

Particular* to ! PHILIP J HAM¬ 
MOND a sorb souerrims 47 

FRIAR LAIS LOBSTER LEI SC* 

Ret 06 44 ISA 

PHILIP l HAMMONDS 


Untried* 




imt of The Insolvency 
Act 1966 
NOTICE IS HEREBY CHVBN. 
pursuant to rule# 4183* and 
113 of th* Insolvency Si 
1966, that tba Ugublattaa of the 


to tba credluss of 
the campnoy wOtzin four mootha 
Dam 21 Nay 1997. Cradiiora are 
required to submit fan dactdls of 
chair Claims to tba Uqnidhior at 
SPINS. fO Box 730, 20 

Faxringdoo Street. London EC4 a 
4PP on or before 21 May 1997 
which la tba bn day for ptraviag 
ctatma. The rim detADi af ctatam, 
referred to aton, must I nclude 

lha amount of tba chlm end par- 
rijrisoM bow and when the 

NorinPta atao given that dta 


distribution and wffi be made 
without raqord to any r l nlav s not 
made by tba last day for proving 
claims AU funds re m a inin g la 
the liquidator's bauds foUowtag 
tba final dta rrtbwta a to creditors 


boldura absolutely, 
riotei tba company la able to m 
an ha known creditor* to MU. 
Date 1 April 1997 

Pi Bafana, UqtridnTOT 


Member Voluntary Ltauldarioa) 
NOTICE IS HZXCBY C3VEN. 
pursuant to Hula 4.1S2A of Urn 
insolvency Rules 1986, that '* 
liquidator of tba above am 



BSTS-prere i 

foq to th* UM 
Stephen Palmar of 
Co 2nd Floor, TUcbflaM 
69-85 Tabernacle Street. I 



as may appea r to the liquidator 
to be p o c o aonn - A cre d it or wbo 
nos dm proved bis debt before 
Ore date m en Uo n ad above Is not 
entitled to disturb, by reoaon 
drat he ha* not participated lull, 
the intended dbxribntipn area- 


K. SL PALMER 


DATED THIS 26. 9- 


LIQUIDATION 
INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
In accordance wftb Rota UM 

of dm insolvency Rule* 1986, 
notice la hereby given that I, E. P. 
Bury, ICA a Licensed Insolvency 
Pmedtlonar of Moans. Looser* 

Cards*Co, POBtJ* 553,30East¬ 
bourne Terrace. Loudon W2 6LP, 
was eppcfntsd Liquidator «t the 
above Company by ih* mombnm 
and crtxUion on lot April 1997. 
AD debts add etaime should he 
soar to me ai tbe atom addmee 
AH i ■ -q t, *"r who here not 
already done so are tnvtnd to 
prove tbob- claims la writing tn 

me. No rather public odventae- 
raeux of Jnvltarion to p*uv» debt* 
w&l be alaUB. 

t P. Barry, PCA 
Liquidator 

DATED THIS l«t April 1997 


TOfPVS REPARATVH ARCHAEO- 

UXaCALAND 

HlSTOXlCtt ASSOCIATES 

LOOTED 

NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN, 
puraaant to aectioa 98 of the 
insolvency Act 1986, Hint n 
MEETING «T (be OlBfifTGMSaf 
the above- named coaprmy will 
be bald at fl unt t re e Coon, 
London. E04A 4KT On 15 Aped 
1997 at IlDOam fat the pur- 
pceee rnenrinimd m Eacdom 99 
■6 101 of Uie said Act. 

Altaic* ibe aam*eaa4addresses 
of (be company's creditors may 
ba Inapected bus of charge 
between lOJXfem and SDOnm at 
Plurntre* Court, Loudon. ECfA 
4HT on 11 April 1997 and M 
Amfl 1997. 

DATED - 27 Mutch 1997 
By sMn Of the Board 
Erica KOdgcs 
Director _ 


ON 


UC GaOUP UBOTZD _ 

_AXtM I NIST CATTV H 

HOncB IS HEREBY fflVEN. in 
pnraunnra of S ocrion 48 of the 
Uaolrency Act 1986, Hurt 

aMtm Of . Ire .I. revirere of flu 

above named company vO ba 
bald at 1 Surrey Street. L o ndo n 
WC2B 2NT on 24 April 1997 >1 
11 am for the purpos e of boring 



ducted and the property of the 
company disposed of. and of 
h ea ring any eaptauarion that 
way be given by Um lotar Admin- 

CradUom whoee claim are wholly 
•ecured ora not anti dad to attend 


A person to anttUad to vote at lbs 
urea dog only tfc 

1. be turn given to tbs Joint 
AdmlAtatratlva B a c a iv e TV . no tala 
thee 12j00 hours on thr hg l n aa a 
day before tba day Rand for tba 
moBriagt detaOi in wriring of tbe 
debt that be c tahn n to be due 
from tba company, and Ibe d a ta 
has b ee n duly unmlrtad. 

2. tbnu has bean lodged wttb the 
Joint A ouHwls tni tf re Ra t alre i. 

any proxy which tba creditor 
(meads ro be used an Us behalf. 
DATED this 2nd day of April 
1997 

M L IfrKlLIDP and M P0HMAN 
Joint 


NOTICE 

NOTICE UTHER^BY OVEN pur- 
ran to n a ctla a 27 hi the 
Trusts* Act 192S that any pot¬ 
ions baring a claim against or an 
Interest la tba astute of Gerald 
Beaslsy deceased of 7 ChanDanoT 
House, Gteenbenk. London. 81 
wbo dtad on dm 7«h day of July 

1989 and tartan of administra¬ 
tion to whose astata wore 
grants* rat 8th March 1795 our 
of tba Principe] Reptatzy to 
national WSattulnarm Bank Fie 
of 41 Loibbnry, London, 

2 BF are required tnaandpcrtlou- 
Inia In writing of their claims or 
any Interest u> tbe nadorabmed 
■orieiioi* by lOth Jane 1997 
after which date the old admin¬ 
istrator will nr 


anti tied thereto haring regard 
only to the ctabns amt utnrosa 
of whieb it has bad nodes and 
aboil not ba liable for tba amnra 
of the fl o un ced ot any part of it 
so dtetriburad to any penon or 
parsons of wbos 
domn n da It then 


2 nd day of April 1997 
VfOfle Some, 

1 Float Race 

L ondon. 

EG4M 7VW 

Eelleltor* for tba Administrator 


THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
EMI GROUP AUSTRALIAN 
INVESTMENTS LIMITED 
(IN ■»"»«' VOLUNTARY 
LIQUIDATION) 
(l oinmrl y named Rangfata 
Until ad) 

L David John Mien ot Erast & 
Fhsr Bacimt Room, 1 Lam beth 
Pataca Rond. Loudon SEl 7E0 
hereby rave cotta* that on 24 
Malyh 1997 1 wna appohnnd liq¬ 
uidator of tbe above named 


IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
tba cndiuna of the above com¬ 
pany are required, on or bofon 6 
May 1997 to scud b> Umli full 
name* and addresses and full 
patriculara of their da Ms or 
claim* re ro* and. if so required 
by nodn h> writing Doan me, are 
personally or by iMi aoltalwts, 
to com* is and prove not debts 
or claims at such tfroa and pbn 
aa shall bo specified In such 
notice, or in default thereof rimy 
will bAttcMsd fi rm the benafls 
of any dtatribotlon made before 
rata dabta are pwwt 
Dried 26 March 1997 
D I Fallen 


AU tam cndlion bare 
beau or will bo paid in full, but If 
any p r oopi mniirtir Urey have 
»-i4w n yi»* tba company rimy 
iftoold rand la fall dstsBa 
farritwiih. 


THE HlOB COURT 
1977 3l COS 
Court No. 5 

DI THE MATTES Off HIBERNIAN 
nCOBAWa CO MPAN T LDCTBP 
AND IN THE MATTER Off HIBER¬ 
NIAN INSURANCE UK LIMITED 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ASSURANCE COMPANIES ACT, 
19D9 AND Ot THE MATTER Off 
THE INSURANC E ACT . 1989 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
(NON-U7E INSURANCE) FRAME¬ 
WORK REGULATIONS, 1994 
NOTICE 

Pursuant to Arttata 12 of lb* 
Eorupoea Communltta* CNon- 
UTe lnxmeanel framework Regu- 
tattons 1994 of Ireland, and 
pursuant to Section 52B (2> of 
tb* Insuranea Campania* Act 
1982 of tba United Kingdom 
notice is hereby gtvac that tba 
traasfbt to HHwraian Insurance 
UK Limited of tba non-Ufa feuur- 
onca business cauala d on by o 
tannch of mhanjfan 1—utnnca 
Compuy Limn ad in tba Ubbod 
Xlogdou waa *anctk>nad on the 
2tst day of Match 1997 and 
effected at ADO um. on tba 3lu 
day of March 1997. 

Datad tba Alb day of Anri) 1997. 
All Goodbodv. 

Sollclton for HErarnlBn Imp 
Been Company Limit ad, 

1 Enrioforv Centra. 

Hatch Straot. 

Dublin 2. 

tglMOlMt 


No. 749 Of 1997 
Di THB HIGH C OURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPAN IES C OURT 
IN THB MATTER OF THE 
CSOYDEX COMPANY LIMITED 
AND 

Dt THE MATTER OF THE COMPA¬ 
NIES ACT 1986 
NOTICE IS HEREBY dVEM that 
tba Outer c* tba High Court of 
i Chancery Divtateb) 

_12 March 1997 confirming 

lha reduction of lha capital of 

tba 


Chart showing with 
th* capital of tbs Compatv aa 
al rated tbe sovmul particulars 
iMuMbyiferatorocraUean) 
Act warn raqta t a ra d by the Ragla 


_of Catapanla* oa 21 Mareh 

1997. 

Dated ibis 4th day of April 1997 


47 St PauTa Straot 
LEEDS LSI 2TB 
Ref: IWEJOAVCAC 
Tel: 0113 244 1964 
Rm 0113 241 6291 

SolleitoB for tbe above named 


of Sioctgzange 

Pte 


In tba matter 01 rtta Insolvency 
Act 1986 

Notice la hereby qtnm that a 
meottng of the mmacured credi¬ 
tor* of the shove company win 


48(2) of lire Insolvency itat 1986 
ai 20 Tantngdon Stnw, London 
EG4A AFP, an 18 April 1997 at 
ltyCOam tor Um purpose af 

receiving the report af the 
edmlalstradva rocrivara and. If 
itaa^t Qt. appatering • credi¬ 
tors' esmadnoa. A auditor will 
b* ontttted 16 vote only if a vnii- 
uumani uf claimI* aubmlt- 
tod to meal tboabora addre** by 
12 noon on 17 April 1997 and If 
tba claim la attained for voting 
tnupoce*. Any proatea that are 


mined la nm before tba monhro. 
A creditor wboae ctabn ia wholly 
secured b not aMKlad u> anud 
or bo reproaeBiad at tbe meeting 
Dare 1 April 1997 
AB Thompson 

Inter Adratatetaadra Recataot 


Of THE MATTER OF* WINTER 
FASTNESS UMRED 

IN THE UATTEB Off THE INSOL¬ 
VENCY ACT 1986 
Ragtetwud aumlmr 2102S47 
Nature of trorirm aa - Buktaa 
Trading SoRvrara 
Trade chnUcnin 36 
ArimlnbtraUoo outer made 20 
Mweb 1997 

M»k»tm Cohn (6826/01) 
U3A?l} P * , “ r S'RPra^Brie 
joint adirintenaiOf* 
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RACING: AINTREE HAZARDS HIGHLIGHTED BY DRAMATIC FINISH TO JOHN HUGHES TROPHY 


MARCASPLAND 






^''*3 




Tormey has to take evasive action to avoid loose horses blocking his route before going on to capture the John Hughes Trophy with Bells Life at Ain tree yesterday 

Tormey steers clear of distractions 


By Julian Muscat 

fa/E ARE in for a vintage renewal of 
the Grand National u yesterday's 
drama is an accurate portent Under 
sun-drenched skies, Ain tree race¬ 
course was at her.mercurial best, 
threatening to ridicule the best efforts 
of Glenn Tormey on his first ride over 
the famous birch. 

: Partnering the Philip Hobbs- 
trained Bells Life, Tormey must have 
thought the job was done as he 
cleared the final obstacle in the John 
■Hughes Trophy Chase with a deci¬ 
sive advantage. But it is not just the 
fences that can make mischief. 
Tormey had yet to negotiate the 
elbow, which diverts runners away 
Jrom The Chair and on towards the 
winning post As he approached it, 
his vision impaired by the glare of the 
sun. Tormey was suddenly corraled 
awards the dolled-off fence by two 
loose horses. 

-; For a few strides Bells Life shaped 
las if to jump Aintree*s biggest for the 
; second time. Tormey managed to 


yank him back on course — but the 
loose horses now contrived to carry 
him in the other direction. Once 
again Tormey straightened his dis¬ 
orientated matint. whose rhythm had 
been seriously compromised. And 
justice eventually prevailed when he 
fended off Yeoman Warrior's late 
challenge to claim the prize. 

Remarkably, given the visual im¬ 
ages of his torment, Tormey recount¬ 
ed an alternative version on 
dismounting. “It was a bit scary 
heading off towards The Chair like 
that I had my head down because I 
could hardly see where l was going. 
Sure. 1 had a bit of interference but 
those loose horses turned out to be 
more of a help than a hindrance." He 
was quick to add: “It wasn't as bad as 
it looked." 

When Tormey reviews the video in 
the years to come, he will doubtless 
tell it differently. The incident under¬ 
lined that, for all the softening of the 
fences, Ain tree's little genie can still 
emerge without warning from the 
depths of the bottle. Indeed, we could 


do with ah it of old-fashioned drama 
in the big race to mor row. 

Drama of a less savoury dimen¬ 
sion permeated foe rat of foe card, 
most notably foe chapter of incidents 
surrounding foe Martell Cup Chase 
over an extended three miles. The 
contest presented One Man with a 


All courses at Ain tree were being 
watered last night. Ian Renton, the 
assistant clerk of the course, said 
yesterday: “There will be watering 
on the Mildmay and hurdle courses 
to maintain good ground. We win 
also water selectively on the Grand 
National course." 


suitable opportunity to recompense 
for his Gold Cup failure. Patiently 
ridden, as ever, by Richard 
Dunwoody. One Man stalked foe 
field before he was unceremoniously 
pulled up with a full circuit remain¬ 
ing. 

Blood was streaming from both 


One Man's nostrils, although 
Dunwoody had no indication of foe 
greys tribulations from the saddle. 
Evidence that One Man had broken 
blood vessels might explain why he 
has appeared so lifeless in his races 
this season. Internal haemorrhaging 
is undectectable to the naked eye. If 
the problem has been afflicting him 
intermittently, it puts into uncomfort¬ 
able perspective foe widespread re¬ 
cent criticism of his courage. 

With One Man sidelined. Merry 
Gale looked as assured winner when 
he swept past Barton Bank early in 
foe home straight. But foe Irish horse 
capitulated quickly: he is short of 
sta mina over' this distance and 
Barton Bank rescued a meaningful 
result from foe wreckage to post a 
thoroughly meritorious victory. 

David Nicholson, who trains Bar¬ 
ton Bank, has worked wonders to 
revive foe 11-year-old's faltering 
career. Much was made of his 
propensity to blunder away his 
chances, but foe key seems to be his 
acute sense of claustrophobia. Both 


here and in the Gold Cup. in which 
he finished an honourable second. 
Barton Bank enjoyed foe freedom of 
the track. His only error yesterday 
came at the third-last—when he was 
joined by Merry Gale. 

Nicholson completed a treble when 
Midnight Legend and Escartefigue 
topped and tailed the seven-race 
cauxL And he might have reaped 
further dividends when Mulligan 
approached the second-last fence of 
the San deman MaghuH Novices’ 
Chase with the advantage, over 
Squire Silk.-- 

However, in duplicating his 
novicey departure at Cheltenham. 
Mulligan all but dislodged Jamie 
Osborne from Squire Silk as he 
rolled to foe ground. Osborne sur¬ 
vived — but a shocking error at the 
last fence almost cost him the prize he 
had earlier been handed on a plate. 

Both Squire Silk and Mulligan 
might not have coped with Flying 
Instructor — but that horse was to 
exit unceremoniously at the third- 
last It was that sort of day. 


THUNDEBER 

72.00 MARELLO (nap) 3.45 Country Tarragon 

• _ 4J20 Tana Bridge 

235 Strong Promise 4JSQ AshweJ , ^ 

;3.10 The Last FBng 530 Wudtmp 

'The Times Private Handfcapper's top rating: ZOO SANMAHTINO. 

•Carl Evans: 3.45 Blue Cheek. 


101 113143 GOOD TMES13 (MreD Ro&raonj B MSI 12-0. 


-BWOtfl) 88 


Racecxd m«ta. Wga traf-W P— ww. 8F — beaen byoone In (tad net), 
prial op. U — lac&ftd _rate B — trough! Gong on «tod) hose hew* (F —torn, good to 
J ijl H — loUS W, D Sun. hard G *— oood S — StA Id set, 

cfcquaekd). Hone's name toys state tea 
oukm. FifM. (B —Mntas V-taar. H- ■"Jg ® 

trod E —EyestMi C — course tamer 0 — weflli B«1 ct any Anaaa. The Times 
distance tanner. CO—cause M ctetmca Prwaetotfeapper's 


■tone. 3F —beam bwwne In tales) race). 
Gang on taBdi hone las nw (F — ton. aood to 
fan. Ian) G — coal S —sot good to sot 


; GOING; G000 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


3.10 MOTHS MILDMAY NOVICES CHASE 

(Grade It £23,404:3m II) (7 runners) 


4.20 BELLE B*0QUE SEFIDH NOVICES HURHf 

(Grade I: £21,532:3m 110yd) (12 runners) 

501 2-31221 FLYHG BUWER 36 (OS) {Ms R 9ot) 0 Mctatson 6-114. 

502 20-1124 FOREST IVORY 23 (&S){1MFirestBS)DM0«lsanB-Il4- 

SD3 442300 HMD WOMEN 23 fl MMel RTtasto^Omes 5-11-4. 

504 22-1152 LADYPETA57 p.Q(B Cutes) Nferdmon 7-11-4 —.. 

505 1-ZJ1 MBmiM TOWERS S511LF, 6) JPMBsn) Its JMmap 5-) M.— 

506 1/4-1121 PWATCP6«E47(F.S.S)(MnAtotyA0Woi{W) 7-11-4- 

50r 010-211 SALMON BREEZE 70 (D.F,6) [Stamen RtafcgJNHrtBsoi 6-11-4 „ 

508 1-45012 SffVHITHYlff 17 (BF.GS) (RHIWwb) MnJfWnan 5-11-4. _ _. 

509 3-40511 SPRMG DOUBLE 84 &S] (Ms L Berryman! N fwcoUtniez 4-11-4. 

510 5-41211 STORMY PASSAGE 25 ($) (P UC) P Hobbs MM. 

511 121550 TurnsBRDGE22 (B.D^G)(TuesdaySynfcan)CMm6-11-4 ... 

51? -05-1122 YAM 24 (D5F.G} (W 5kiQ J Ota M1-4.... 


.— fl Thornton 70 
.. RJotasoo so 
.. CUwtayn 72 
. J R Kwngh 80 
-BPowta 79 

-CFSwn OB 

M Afttzgwtad 75 
... JFTtoey 68 
... C Maude 78 
. ROowmody 78 
. . - J Raton 06 
.. J Osborne KB 


2.00 MAHTEL MBSEY NOVICES HURDLE 

1 (Grade II: £14,582:2m 4f) (12 runersj 

-.. 1-6 .ROrawody H 

6-11-4 _ PMwn 83 

' 103 TIF2S1 WURB Mlrt S 

. 104 10 OEM*O^BEEN024(ffl(ai«I^^J M^W H - Clta* to 

: g St IBS 3 

;-g 1 

Inn eiz rfLUBKXPeusizrAQta^sBui^j a/4-10-12 - w 

*“112 014048 NCfllAMARC 13 (F) (MMByno) kfc UFlynn8-10-10-KWhttn ■ 

)flETTW& 7-4 Mattel. M Sanwittan. 8-1 Cental 10-1 Uss [to P». 12-1 Utoena ftdfcf. Ewr Btesed. 

:«-! diws 

• ' 1S98: SlVSTarRS) 5-10-12 Jlaw (12-1) M Pan 10 an 



301 5W31F1 JUDICIOUS CAPTMI20 (G5lfJMar>l life J S3*ey 10-11-7 .... Ur C Stony 57 

302 U13F3U Off LAST RJ*G (3 (Dfj65(rUlsfcaniW.",SS~uh 7-11-7.RGoesi 77 

303 1lW« BEMCWW28(BJSt(toaafond;i0Shcjoct!S-Tl4 .. JOtaw* 80 

304 1FF22P BUCKH0U5EBQY23(G^)IBa&ySj|Si;iT.<acn-OMCs7-TM-CMaode 84 

305 IK-211 OKJPVimcimAIIS13[W : *r3taanBwes;TEiswSy7-11-4 _ IWWf 62 

306 4-P1PI2 CROWNEOUBWY37 (BF.FAS! (R0ger->Cnictatfc7-11 -4- PCarteny 62 

307 14-1110 CYBQRGO 22 (OS) (Oxs^ Coras'« '-"4 . Rthnwoody g 

BET7W& 10-11 Cyborgs. 5-1 Botafera Be?, Sear Cfin. 3-1 CJwwefl Qatwi. Cnam FquBry. 10-1 The Lei 
Fling 33-1 JatawosCmtnn. 

1996. AQQMGT0N BOY !-1*-1Q = Haclei {7-2; G Rita* 7 an 

FORM FOCUS 


8ETTMG.- 3-1 Foes) hwy 7-2 was. *-1 Pihae Peace. 8-1 Flying Gmw. Mnbnore Tnwa 12-1 Safcnon 
Braes, Sham? Passage. 14-1 cows 

1998: PlfitSURE SHMaJ 8-11-6 P C«eny (14-1) P Hobbs 16 ran 

FORM FOCUS 

RY»G GUMER beat Bamy HALM hod n 15- THWE (7ti worse oB) 24) 7ti MB4TV0RE 
nnw nonces hunfle to ttartegdn (Sm 21, good TWtfiS beta Barton War! 121 to 14-nnw nw- 
tosta) Kcs Iwito a Uteaeler (3m 11 Ota. good) TARRS 

R3RE5T TORY bed taorf nert 2nd of 8 to BHDGE 391 * of 17 to £s» to gate t 
totinot m rxwws taiSe al liiJjiodai (2m « Bonr^rol Sayers rtrta a Chebertam (3m 
IJOtaarodi oi pemdraato sort. LADY PEI* UOyd. goem. YAHM2f 2nd tf 24 to FfcnrEar n 
15*1 rno mil to licii Forte <n mrtces Unto ad laoiop Itmto a) CbcBwtam (3m 2, pood). 
flncarfW) (2m fl. gotato ton) wft StLVEH SetoOton WREST TORY 


FORM FOCUS 


JUDICIOUS CAPTAM bear fatal Romeo 1Z in 8- 
mnna nonces handicap chasa at Utontor (3m a. 

SlaR CLAW beta Cantos Creator 151 m 11- 
nnnBr nonces chase at Ena (2n 71 llOytf. good 
to soQ 

BUCKHOUSE 0OY potted in bttond KjoaMaan 
14-ms onto l toyta Son Albance Nonces 
Chase ta Ctoftorfan (3m H good u tom - 


CH0PWB1OJRTAMS beta Mra* tie II In 7- 
n am mas. ease * Bam {3m 1DM. good) 
CROW EDL6WY6« etM beat Stt Concao 
2 n lam ntaoa das al Cariisk (3m. good to 
so&l cc p en u ttoate rtorl 
CYB0RG0 best efiorl beta BUCKHOUSE BOY t6to 

wone off) 9 in 14-maetr onsets erase ta 
QStaSbn 13m soA on p cooton ale stad 
StkOMo. CYBORGO 


4.50 00QBWS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£12.653: 2m 41) (13 nmners) 


Nonces Hade a 
FAR AHEAD beta 
mrtces bode ta 



£2.35 MU MM WELLING CHASE 
{Grade I: £47.460:2m 40 (4 runners) 

;-S 

>• ® 124413 wSSoFUctIp 23(RoebFooto)0Mdalsoo 10-11-10 ROnnwoody 95 

•Wnwec 64 Umtsai &» 5-2 Ata Tom. »4 Map Baps*) 5-1 aronp Plata*. 

1998 VMS FIABSHP 9-11-10 A P McCoy (5-2) 0 Mcdtason 4 an 


FORM FOCUS 



3.45 HARIELIHIX HUNTERS CHASE h=I=&ii 

[Grand National course: amateurs: £14fRD an 61) (14 turners) 

«1 PP244F AB80ISHAMaB*(F.G.St(0Ctao10Cans tr-12-0.-- EJ«W 70 

402 U-131 flllffCHHX16JF£Sja*sSGataruittw’U-12-0 . . .. RTbontoO SB 

403 111-3 CHUP0UR 7SP (F.4LS) (H Uneyi V Snail 10-12-0 —. JJtaw 80 

404 122B COUNTRY TARROG0131(6,5) (Us MCoaperiTfMotd 8-12-0-NVWtan 78 

405 1-P00 FARKO3?(B)l4rtraeQatonge)lbsDGnssta 12-12-0 WGotata - 

406 4253) reRDSTOWT 13P(LLSJ (J-Veatotor/wtoaoao S-J2-0. JtmreAtataBr 74 

407 PlffOZ GREAT POSY 10 ff.S)W»N Coitannai 12-124). _ - . . MttNCMtttay ES 

40B QP0012 MaffAMMVt 18 IQMSHFraMUKedR 11-12-0. - CMsWtaon 75 

409 PJHP HGHWAYPW20(G.S)iLtarawtoiItayBrotae9-T2-0--MPJones 83 

410 P65-C25 ACT5QWCEB157(F^)(lft%0tltoMS)ROiCtof2-12-0-- JUMtaM 6? 

411 P0M63 MATTR8D28(B^.E^SJ(VTSfcraaolJLegfi 13-12-0-- WMcrgwr 81 

41? 44F-111 UR BOSTON 28 (Oi.&S) (U (Mtni lbs Uflmiey 12-12-0 ... . S Stans @ 

413 2-211 TRffA&TLAD31 (F.&S) (M Roortsa UASMS 12-12-0.PHacteg 73 

414 2-SI YUUH> MffKD 13P (F.S) ’.S Wagg) lbs 0 6mel 1(7-12-0_GVItatf - 

BETTK: 6-4 Mt Bsssn 5-1 CnuSV Tamgei Qtigoa. 8-1 TiM Lad. 10-1 BM CM*. Man Rw. 12-1 
otn 

tm fwtu«i ML TS-f M R hid (TJi S tooBm 8 rm 

FORM FOCUS 



Jad Vestoy) D NcMsoi 6-12-0.. R Jotmon 94 
ftp* Ramg) M ftps 7-i1-7„. .. Jarto Evans 94 

Good) Mra M Ratty 7-ti-O. P Nwi S 

Itorgl* Hvfes) M ftp* 5-10-9-C Mata* 97 

S teongj P Hotts 6-1M — M A Ftogmto 96 
Hart #* touty) 0 GandnOo 9-10-6. R Dunwoody 96 

(D Jtanssn) M ftpe 6-50-4. C F Sean 94 

Gffictorre 11-10-1-P Carteny 94 

r) M (tonmond 7-1M. I* C Bonrar (3) 98 

*a») Ms L Waton MM-J F T*ty 96 

tow) S tala 10-10-0 . . N WHamson 90 

is S Wan 6-10-0- Q Brtdgmkr BS 

ley) J J OUert 6-10-0--58 

Ung Mtarar Shtrtandr 9-11. Urty tee H totted* 9 . 5 . Wed Armed 6-13 

BETTW& 4-1 Creto awap. 5-1 Penny 4 tty. 6-1 Magaton. 7-1 CaOsageU. FncUey. B -1 Astratai Boy. 9-1 
SBoltaor 10-1 (Can. 

1998 OUTSET 6-10-1 Ur C Bonner |7-1| M KswnmJ 16 ta 


FORM FOCUS 


ABBOISHAM 11 aid ol 7 u Fearaeme to qM oca 
ta feboirfggh (3m. goad). 

OlC GfffEK beta taeUar Ussto 18 n 18- 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

KBtaty 

uviu 

N Twitaon-On 
D Mctafean 
G RWtaJs 


Was 

Rnrs 

1 

JOCKEYS 

Wtoen 

Odes 

% 

7 

27 

259 

R Gamy 

4 

IB 

222 

s 

21 

236 

N mfanain 

9 

44 

205 

5 

24 

208 

P MW) 

S 

26 

192 

9 

SO 

110 

C Ltoratyn 

3 

16 

188 

10 

56 

179 

C Maude 

3 

17 

175 


40 

175 

J Osbana 

5 

31 

181 


an GREAT KJ8EY («6 m eA dbtantt UBL 
GREAT POKEY 3 2nd at 6 to Ekckic CrrmMn 
tohuercfaseatSandon ( 2 n«110yd. getato 

M&UNDWN *£f ata of 6 to HnaT Mp> a 


twtordasa ta Hwmi i (in, goad ta torn) UR 
BOSTON beta Ctay Bn 28 sTrunner tattr 
das* ta Metal tea On II. gned) ndh MATT 
RO) Pto nrnsn oB) W 3ta 
teWCTLAD beta MnA Bgrtss 21 n &mer 
tator ctet ta Ukretorjdn « 110yd. good to 
Dm), a* YOUNG MMB (Mb me ofli Bried- 
cf hdv 

Stasaar MR BOSTON 


CASH! 5HS> 3 M of 4 to Law Aetna to 
tatae 1 QanH^ta OtaMMn (ft 8 110 yd. 

Hu&^SliSSS^Mrf:28 to Bn Stand to 
(mfiac tor* ta Onltorttaii <a» 5?jaod to 
Bm) taft CASTLE (Ifc beflar3 d tatoter 

laal 3nL PENNY A DAY beta tatort beta Fsssar 3 
ta 11-remr hrtci tor* ta WWwty On, 
good toitaO.ttoeSrCADOUGOmwi A of» 



toed fa ntagp toxty ta 
a«,a^T best Mod 
nrv Toflte grade <1 Tore 
rtfe ta Santom f2m 8. 
»i 

tow WtetalW 3)41 
tor* ta Notary (2m 


Blinkered first time 

SH3GEFTELD: 2.10 BreotaMI Outer 355 Grand Scenery 



Prince Foley reigns supreme on debut 


BILL TURNER sent out his third two-year-old 
winner in three days when Prince Foley landed 
the Knighton Median Auction Maiden Stakes 
at Leicester yesterday on his debut The 
Sherborne trainer, who has just five juveniles 
in his care, prepared the Green smith colt to 


break, running gre en and giving most of his 
rivals a start of at least ten lengths. 

“I feared he might do that because I have 
had trouble -with nun al home getting him to 
go between horses," Turner said. Prince 
Foley’s jockey, Derek McGaffin, IS. was 


beat Arian Da by two lengths after missing the gaining his first winner from 54 rides. 


5.20 mm JOUET HANDICAP CHASE 

(£10.270: 3m II) (8 runnas) 

1 3-7222F UNGUCS) USSU 22 fDJ&S) fD tettota E feta* 9-12-0 R Donrodr « 

2 2-13145 CM1 IT A DAY 24 (FJL« 0*5 J Law) 0 NxtybaB 7-1M - .. R Johnson ® 

3 4P2-112 CM ON TARGET 22 (COff/AS) (N HnQ Mr$ U Renty 11-10-1 P Mw 84 

4 1-12344 BERT0NE 111 (FJB) (Ms H Dtatyl K Bafty 8-10-1- C OUtyW 94 

5 UW01F SaERAL P&W*G 13 fPf&JS} (J POOBJ 0 WMm ll-IW H Mtaraan 94 

8 31-0464 All Rffl LUCK 24 (CD.F.&S] @ CnW U Pips 12-104)- C F Sam 89 

7 224T22 RVEL8GH BOLDS 31 (DJJ35) Mu LtestaQ Ifcs LRastal 10-10-0 A Thornton 92 

a 211 UP- WUDOr 3n (COijBjS) tc sany) Us J any HM- Ur C Stony 70 

iBBBttadap; Nt Fv Luc* 9-10. PMtaelgh BMi M. Wtaty 0-9 

BEITNG. 94 Ufetaty Urals, 4-1 CM 1A Oay. 5-1M For Lack 11-2 Gam) PtoVMO. 6-1 Banaa. 1-1 CA 
on feota. 10-1 tan 

1998: MI FDR LOCK 1M1-0 J lam f»-fl M Pip* 8 m 

_ FORM FOCUS _ 

UNGU0B) MJSSti teTtOart ndi ino al 6 to An bral L^ratan 41 m mtatai ta Rempton pii 
-JodntondllJtyFvriCtMi(ngtCb|iClB9ta 4f iidjd. good) m PMUtiraafi aan. 

Htodoa (SnTgccdto Bmn, Jan 97. AU BM LUO. tekw fem.taKtf 2840 oT 11 u 

aUffArMYanaraittM Htoftv'sNty rfttoLxfer*iharitapefB»taCW»feii(3w 
to tand Ksc taato at rmitotarn (3m 11. poocn II. good to tom) 
B8OT»Ea«i4l0toMdirgtoBtytanaka FWflBBI BULB tel (SM Itota Wteptatog 
Tnptajrt SiM Cup ItataapOaM ai&Swv- SM ml to J-nra harAap £h» « An (3m 
(am (Sm 5 1 good to firm) mb AU. FOR LUCK II, «ed to Ora1. Jan 97 

(tfc faster taQ 48l TIL GENERAL PERSHMG tel Starant CALL FT A MY 


Viking Flagship 
ready to take 
command again 


2 . 00 : Sanmartino. an excel¬ 
lent sixth behind Make A 
Stand in the Champion Hur¬ 
dle. holds outstanding 
daims here, especially as foe 
step up in trip should suit foe 
former Ebor winner. Indeed, 
foe form shown by David 
Nicholson's classy recruit in 
all his races, excluding foe 
Cheltenham effort, reads 
better than that of his rivals 
and ground conditions will 
be in his favour. 

The main threat will be 
posed by Marello. Maiy 
Reveley’s unbeaten mare. 
who bypassed the Chelten¬ 
ham Festival and, is sure to 
give a good account of her¬ 
self. Outside of foe first two 
in the betting. Influence Ped- 
ler should show further im¬ 
provement for Jim Old. 

235: This amounts to a rerun 
of foe Queen Mother Cham¬ 
pion Chase, with four of foe 
first five reopposing. Strong 
Promise was travelling 
sweetly in the lead over 
arguably an inadequate trip 
at Cheltenham before a 
blunder three out ended his 
winning chance. Geoff Hub- 


Nap: PENNY A DAY 
(430 Ain tree) 

Next best: Sanmartino 
(2.00 Aintree) 


bard's admirable chaser 
would have finished much 
closer but for that and will 
appreciate today’s step bade 
up in trip. 

However, he still has to 
show considerable improve¬ 
ment to win here. Martha’s 
Son ran the race of his career 
to beat Ask Tom and Viking 
Flagship at the Festival and 
is still relatively lightly 
raced, having missed most of 
last season. However. Vi¬ 
king Flagship beat Mar¬ 
tha's Son in this race two 
years ago, was successful 
again in this event last 
season and can oblige over 
what is his best trip nowa¬ 
days. 

3.10: With the sun and wind 
drying out the coarse by foe 
minute, foe going is far from 
ideal for Cyborgo, but it is 
difficult to put up a realistic 
alternative to Martin Pipe’s 
classy chaser. Despite finish¬ 
ing a distant eighth in the 
Gold Cup. his overall form is 
much superior to that of his 
rivals. 

Buckhouse Boy, twice well 
beaten by foe selection. 




Old: saddles Yahzni 


would prefer easier going 
and it hard to see him 
reversing the form. Crown 
Equerry likes the mud and 
has twice broken blood ves¬ 
sels. ChopwelJ Curtains, 
who returned to winning 
action at Bangor 13 days ago 
after showing useful form in 
the autumn, is proven on a 
foster surface and looks the 
best outsider. 

3.45: Mr Boston is a worthy 
favourite, but there are ques¬ 
tion marks against his form 
and Bine Cheek is given the 
vote (Carl Evans writes). On 
a line through Minella Ex¬ 
press. he has the beating of 
foe Mike Roberts-tramed 
Trifast Lad, will love the 
ground, and has Robert 
Thornton, a very capable 
amateur, in foe saddle. 
Chilipour has had training 
problems, but looks booked 
for a clear round and cannot 
be left out of the reckoning. 
Country Tarrogeri is another 
worth considering in an 
open race. 

4.20: Forest Ivory has pro¬ 
gressed in virtually every 
run over hurdles having 
been a decent bumper horse 
last term. The step up to 
three miles should be in his 
favour after he stayed on 
resolutely to finish less than 
five lengths behind Istabraq 
at Cheltenham. 

Salmon Breeze and Spring 
Double are others going tire 
right way. but they may find 
it hard to beat foe seven- 
year-old V ahmi. He landed 
in foe lead over the last in the 
Gold Card final only to be 
outbattied by Fharanear. 
This flatter track will suit the 
Jim Old-runner, who loves 
tost ground. 

430: Penny A Day, who is 
proven on fast ground, will 
be a popular choice after an 
eye-catching effort in foe 
County Hurdle. The useful 
dual-purpose performer was 
a strong-finishing third, hav¬ 
ing made a mistake and lost 
his place at foe fifth flight 
Mary Revele/S horses are in 
cracking form and today’s 
extra half-mile should suit 

Gales Cavalier, second to 
subsequent Champion Hur¬ 
dle winner. Mate A Stand, 
in the Lanzarote Hurdle, has 
solid claims along with Alle¬ 
gation and Castle Sweep, 
who were just pipped by Big 
Strand in foe Coral Cup. 

5.20: The Gordon Richards- 
trained CJnguided Missile is 
foe class horse of foe race 
but after falling in the Gold 
Cup. he may struggle to give 
so much weight away. Cab 
On Target showed he is no 
backnumber when second in 
the Fbxhunters’ at Chelten¬ 
ham and the Reveley-trained 
runner will relish foe going. 

Fiveleigh Builds is admi¬ 
rably consistent but this 
represents a considerable 
step up in class. In a tricky 
finale, the well-handicapped 
Bcrtone mates some ap¬ 
peal. The eight-year-old has 
not raced for 111 days, but 
goes well fresh and Kim 
Bailey’s horses are in form. 

Richard Evans 


FREE Coif 


Win or lose. 

FREE UMBRELLA FOR FIRST TIME 
TELEPHONE CALLERS staking &25 or 
more using Switch or Delta bank or 
building society debit cards. 

RING TOD A Y- BET TODAY 

^>0800444040 

-(taJCtanniiota! invcsimoii per caB&JO. Over Ufa only. 1 

j *Free u mbrella will be seat within 

(c^y | r^Dn 7 to 10 days of your first 
baMKdggl^l bet being placed. 


2 mites 4 furlongs, Aintree 4.50pm, Live on SIS. 
4/1 Penny A Day 
®^1 Castle Sweep 
«/1 Gales Cavalier 
13/2 Ashwell Boy 
T/1 Cadougold 
7/1 Frickley 
°/1 Allegation 
9/1 Outset 

Shertffniuir 
25/1 Ambleside 
20/1 Lucky Blue 
33/1 Tragic Hero 
■/»* Well Armed 
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RACING: STOUTE-TRAINED HOPE OVERCOMES AMERICAN CHALLENGE IN DUBAI 

Singspiel has world at his feet 


SINGSPIEL trained by Mich¬ 
ael Stoure. saw off a strong 
American challenge 10 win the 
world's most valuable race, 
the $4m Dubai World Cup, at 
Nad Al Sheba yesterday. 

Given a well-judged ride bv 
his jockey. Jerry Bailey. Sing¬ 
spiel was produced on the 
inside to strike the front over a 
furlong out and beat favourite 
Siphon by P« lengths, with 
Sandpit lb lengths hack in 
third. Bailey has now won 
both runnings of the race, 
having landed the inaugural 
event last year on Cigar. 

The success completed an 
amazing run of big-race tri¬ 
umphs from around the world 
for Stoure, alter the Canadian 
International, Breeders - Cup 
Turf and the Japan Cup, two 
of which were achieved with 
Singspiel. 

Stoute. who sent Singspiel 
to acclimatise in Dubai in 
January, paid tribute to his 
backroom team as he sa¬ 
voured “one of the greatest 
thrills of my career”. 

“This is a wonderful mo¬ 
ment. 1 owe an awful lot to 
John Cork. Greville Srarkey 
and Kevin Bradshaw, who 
have looked after Singspiel out 
here in Dubai, and I must 
congratulate Singspiel for his 
versatility. 


Aintree 

Going: good 

2.00 12m 110yd hdle) I. MIDNIGHT 
LEGEND |H Johnson. 1 1 - 2 ). 2. Sharpica) 
IM A Fitzgerald. 100-30 Lavl. 3 High In 
TT» Clouds iS Wynne. 9-11 ALSO RAN 4 
Green Green Desen (6th). 9-2 Nicjef s Lad 
(5th). 6 Nordic Bleeps, 11 Meier Pm 
WM. 30 CranOan Boulevard (pu). 25 No 
Pattern (pu] 9 ran 21. 3l. 101. £1. dst D 
Nicholson a Tenple Gumng Toie. E7^30. 
£250. El to. £2 30. DF. £1010 Trio- 
E42.30.CSF £22.10. 

235 (3m II chi 1. BARTON BANK |D 
Walsh. 100-301; 2 Merry Gale (C 
O'Dwyer. 11-2): 3. Rouyarr (J Tirtev. 
20-1) ALSO RAN- 6-4 fav One Man (puj, 
7-2 Challenger Du Luc J4lhj. 5 ran. 91, 
i^l 21. D Nicholson at Temple Gurtlnq 
Toie £4 10; £2.00. £1 40. DF- £7 60 
CSF: Cffi 67. 

3.10 12m ch) 1. SQUIRE SILK (J 
Osborne, 2-1, Thunderer's nap); 2. Oh 
So Risky (P HOUey 11-1), 3. SufaBme 
Fellow (M A Fitzgerald. 16-1). ALSO RAN 
11-8 lav Muffiqan III. 15-2 Amancio (4th). 
BBylnglnsnucioryl. Bian 151.161,12) A 
Turney at Wantage rote' £3.10; £1.60, 
£2 70. DF £13.60 CSF £19 50 
. 3.45 (2m 61 ch) 1. BELLS UFE <G 
Tormey. 14-1): 2. Yeoman Warrior [D 
0 Sulivan. 33-1); 3. Kart (P Johnson, &-1 
ir-tayt, 4. Aly Daley (Mr C Bonner, 33-1}. 
ALSO RAN. S-1 (t-lav Golden Sower. 
Romany Creek (pu). Sencn El Batruttl 
t6lh). 9 Coonawara ipu). The Frog Pnnce 
(pu). 10 Too Hush (9,12 Flimsy Truth (J), 
14 No Pain No Gam (5thl. 20 Change The 


“We felt he was handling 
the surface and the kickback 
well in training. But you cant 
have a rehearsal for what 
happened out there. Bui on his 
distaff side, he’s all din." 

Singspiel’s victory was good 
reward for his ow^er. Sheikh 
Mohammed, who organised 
for the race to be re-staged 
after it had been washed out 
by torrential rain on Saturday. 
However, the weather was 

f BIG-RACE details 1 

DUBAI WORLD CUP JE1.42S.57}- lm2f> 

1. fflNGSPIEL JOBaley 

2. Siphon.„...Cities 

3. Sandpit...C Noktfaw 

ALSO RAN k«v O) Lucfc i4:iu. Pcrmaj Gptd 

Too (7|hl 

^anrTiiarra (am). Luw [Km. FKjmiwrtintt 
(10WI Heta® 1*33 if ). B'tOJ p hoc (txtl 
U ran NR Hcteiio i:,i. v;-l 2«-l. |\.|. 
2=1. 5 '.- M Sioifle a< Newmarket 2mm 
01 fllsac. 

No CttiOJI Slacnp prices ScOUrukiprs wfl) 
sems Ocis xcofang to :ncv curt oats 

perfect for yesterday’s event. to 
wliich a massive local audi¬ 
ence of 35.000 flocked. 

“I’ve won some great races, 
bur to win the big race in my 
own coumry is a great thing 
and 1 am very happy ro win 
the Dubai World Cup.” 
Sheikh Mohammed said. 

”1 hope this proves to the 
Europeans that even grass 


horses can do it on dirt It is 
always hard to beat the Ameri¬ 
cans and this is a great 
surprise, a pleasant surprise." 

Sadly, the Japanese-trained 
challenger, Hokuto Vega, was 
put down after clipping the 
heels of another runner and 
breaking her near fetlock. She 
brought down Bijou D'Inde in 
The process, giving Jason 
Weaver a heavy fall. Weaver, 
believed to have broken some 
teeth, was taken to hospital for 
precautionary X-rays but was 
not thought ro be seriously 
hurt. 

Tamayai fifth in last year's 
Dubai World Cup. won yester¬ 
day's main supporting race, 
the Dubai Duty Free. Ridden 
by Frankie Dertori, Tamayos 
beat Clive Brittain's Needle 
Gun by a length, with the 
locally-trained Magellan back 
in third. 

Simon Crisfard, raring 
manager for Godolphin, 
which owns Tamayaz, said: 
"That was an excellent perfor¬ 
mance. He loves the track and 
the surface. He could have run 
in The World Cup bur at thar 
level he is slightly exposed. He 
will run in Europe for the first 
half of the season, and we will 
spot a race for him in North 
America on dirt in August or 
September" 



Jerry Bailey, on board Singspiel, salutes the crowd 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY’S THREE MEETINGS 


Aagn (bdj. Kings Cherry (fi. Master 
Bad on (ut). Pong House lui). Sailor Jam, 
50 CtopmUy Lari (I). 100 Griffins Bar (ut}. 
150 Supa Sandy. 20 ran 31. 51. Hal. 41. 
181 P Hobbs ai Minehead Tote. £20 50. 
£4 20. £12 80. E2ii0 £7 00 OF: £369.80 
Trw: £3.300.50 CSF £378 77. Tncas 
£3.584.37 

4.20 12 m nOyd hdle) 1. QUAKERS 
FIELD ID Gallagher. S-J); 2. Far Down (C 
Maude. 14-1). 3 Circus Star {R Johnson. 
6-1). ALSO RAN 5-2 bar L 1 Opera (ft. 13-2 
Hard News. 7 Summer Spell (4th). 10 
Marionette. 12 Ginger Pax {pul. 14 Quality 
(6th). 16 Mr Wlk) (5th). 20 Not*? Lord 25 
BaDadur 12 ran NR Fasil 51.5). 11,41.3 
G L Moore al BnoNan. Tote. D0.20. 
£2.50. £4.60. £2 50 DF- £141 40 Trio 1 
£26220 CSF £107 54 
4.50 i3m It ch) 1. BITOFAMIXUP (Mr P 
Hacfcnq. 9-4): 2. Howayman (Mr A 
Parka. 7-1|, 3. Ardtorennan (Mr E James. 
8-1) ALSO RAN. 7-4 lav OrchearaJ Suite 


Vteior Biavo (6ihj. 33 Se-tlc* Fimas Ahead 
(pu). 100 Rwa? Kira; (pu) 1 7 ran 3!. 51. II. 
3W. hri D Nicholson a) Temple GuBrxj 
Tote £6.50. £2 40. £2.40. £2.70. £1 70 
DF- £36 40 Trio £190.40 CSF £49.62 
Tricasi £449 56 

Jackpot £102.88220 (02 winning tick¬ 
ets. Pool of Cl 15,923.70 carried forward 
to Aintree today). 

Placepoc £520.10. Ouac^xrt: £85.70. 

Leicester 

Going; firm 

225 (1m 8yd) 1. Sytven Princess (M 


Gold (4th). 33 Tangle Baron (6th) 9 ran. 3.30 (51 218yd) 1. Brave Enw 
NR: MaWngTime. The Rum Mannar. Dfet, Drowne. 7-1). 2 Terry's Rose (16 
II. 111. 3H 41. M Roberts at Hallsham Bettarula 116-1) Chariton Spring 1 
Tote: £3.00; £150. C1.70. £280 DF few. 11 ran JM.nk.M H&JJon-Hlis 


Tote; £3.00; El 50. Cl.70 £280 DF 
£620. Trio: £910. CSF. £17.03 
520 (3m 110yd hdle) J. ESCARTE- 
FlGUt (R Dunwoody. 6-1 lav): 2. Big 
Strand (C Maude. 8-1}: 3, Freddie Muck 

5 Jenlu. 10-1), 4. What A Question (C 
Dwyer. lS-2). ALSO RAN. 13-2 
Era*J)an. 11 Danjng. 12 Brave Tornado. 
House Captain (pu), 14 Dr Leurt (5th). 
Kingdom Ot Shades. Siver Shred (pu). 
Smeh Too. Tamarpour. 20 Top Spin. 25 


£2 BO. DF £510. CSF £1212. 

2.55(51218yd) 1 . Grand Lad <M Roberts. 
54 lav). 2. Indian Spark (5-1). 3. Irish 
Accord (3-1). G ran. 2W, U. R Armstionq 
Toie £1.50; £T 10. £1 80. DF: £2 70. 
CSF £529 

3.30 (51 218yd) 1. Brave Envoy (5 
Drowne. 7-1). 2. Terry's Rose (16-f): 3. 
Bettarula flG-1) Chariton Spring 11-4 jt- 
fav. 11 ran JM.nk.fcl HaaJon-Ois Tow: 
£11.70. £320. £3.40. £7.80. DF- £99.90 
Trio not won (pool ot £331 52 earned 
(onward to 3.45 at Aintree today) CSF 
£11354 

4.05 (512yd) 1. Prince Foley (D McGalfin. 
18-1), 2. Arlan Da (16-1); 3. Sea Imp 
(25~f). Refected 13-8 lav. 10 ran 21.5 M 
WGMTumer Tote E35.20. £4.80. £6.00. 
£4.10 DF- £8320 Trio. £21870. CSF 
£22988 


4.40 (1m 31 IS3v-dl 1 Kota (K Fallon. 9-1 1 . 
2. Night Mraoe |l-3 Uvi; 3. Threo Chtvrs 
(7-2 1 6 ran Nh. 71 JWUarran. Tote £750. 
£1 50. £1 40 DF ££ 40. CSF £11 93 
5.10 |im II 216yd! 1. Stanton Harcourl 
(Pal Eddery. 1-2 lav): 2. Sutsey 17-21. 3. 
London's Heart (6-11 6 ran NR. Narrt>- 
ijcca Western Sonata. Woodlands Lad 
Too 2: :1. i;i J Dunlop Toie n 30. £1 20. 
£2 40 DF. £2 90 Trio 1 £5 X). CSF £3 J4. 

5.40 (7|| 1 PtaiGlr D'Amour (Pat Eddery. 
4-6 lav). 2. Arierarxes (12-1). 3, Mu (ova 
(14-1) B ran NR Night Dance. Last 
Chance Toie- £l SO: £1 10. £2.30, £1 30 
DF £11 10 Tnp. £3210 CSF £1069. 
Tncast £6736 

PfawpcC n 219.40. Ouadpot £647.80. 

Taunton 

Going: (bn 

2.15 12 mllhclte) 1 . Mystic J«(J Frost. 1- 
6 lav); 2. Kai s Lady 16-1): 3. Miss Gee-El 
120-11 4 ran NR Contract Bndge 2M. 
13 R Frost Toie £1.20 DF £1 TO CSF. 
£156. 

2.45 (3m 110yd hdtai i, Co-Tack (Chris 
Webb. 13-21; 2. Anorak (6-4 ji-(av); 3. 
Master Goodenough (13-2) Pnnce 
Equname 6-4 |t-lav 4 ran. NR Rory m 
20i.cfcst RLivermore. CSF £1493 
3.20 (3m ch) 1. Douslago (G Supple. 4-7 
lav); 2. Herbert Buchanan (6-4) 2ran. ill 
M Pipe Tote: £1.30 

3.55 (2m II hdle) 1. Shifting Moon (D 
Byrne. 7-4); 2. Lavham low (7-2), 3. UOIa 
Snettard I1MO lav). 3 ran. 71, del F 
Jordan. Toie: £210. DF: £3.00. CSF' 
£598 


4.3 0 (2m tiOyd chi T Northern Singer <T 
Dac-xoribti. Evens lav). 2. Kotchoan <4- 11. 
3. JntAw Temple (7-4) 3 ran 7J. JS] ft 
Hodges Tote Ei 90 DF- £).B0 CSF 
£4 08 

5.00 1 3m ch) I. L'Uomo P«u [Mr 0 
McPhail. 10-1). 2, Rudy Bridge (2-1 lav). 
3. J B Lari (25-1) 7 ran. NR Manor Bound 
1 ^. 1 . hd. A Barrow Tote: £1660. £2 60. 
D.J0 DF- £9 20 CSF £3046 
Placepot £308.20 QuadpoC £30 JO. 


COURSE 

SPECIALISTS 


L1NGFTGLD PARK Trailers: Lord Hun'vig- 
don, tawmersIromSSaiunnera. 21 1%. L 
Montague Han. 14 tan 79. 17 7V R 
Armstang. 15 hom 35. 176%, Miss G 
Kaitaway. 27 Uom 163 16 6%. G Lewis. 23 
tan 142, 16.2%: C Bman. 30 from 196. 
15 3% Jockeys: L Den on. 88 wninera tan 
349 ndes. 257X D Holland 45 horn 179. 
25 1%; Pa Eddery..13 Item 57. 22 B% R 
Cochrane. 64 tram 365. 175%. S 
VWiuworth. 40 tan 047.162% 

SEDGEFIELD: Trainers: H Oliver, 4 wnnere 
from 10 runners, 40.0%. Mrs M Revefey. 71 
hom 245. 290%. J FicgarakJ. >3 hom 51, 
25 5%. K Morgan. 3 Iram 14. 21 4%: G M 
Moore. 22 tan 133. 165%; Mrs A 
SwtnbarA. 6 (run 41. 14.6% Jockeys: 
Jaoqii Ofiner. 6 winners tan 14 rides. 
42B% G Leo. 9 (ram 41.22.0%. M Foster. 4 
hom 25. 160%; J Siipte. 12 from 76. 
156%. J CaSaghan. 17 tom 109.156% 


SEDGEFIELD 

THUNDERER 

2.10 Midk The Yank. 2.45 Diamond Beach 320 
Hee’sA Dancer. 3.55 The Toaster. 4.30 Greenmount 
Lad. 5.00 Field Of Vision. 

Cad Evans; 4.30 Green mount Lad. 

GOING: GOOD TO FIRM _ . SIS 

2.10 STQNE6RAVE AGGREGATES NOVICES 
SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

{£2,077:2m 51 110 yd) (15 runnels) 

LTbS-ll-i:* IfeSiaieiTi 

sii-il-:- A2Sm0i 

t-ID-U .X Annum (7) 

'-10-3- - — IkRA-msfiP 

pme-iM.. . u Foster 

10-3.U Uotoney 

Hum fc-10-2 c UeCvnacfc (fj 

MG-i . Jaap Ofiwt 
5-70-0 . . KJotnsoa 

-- . CCiM 
4-10-0 .. . DParut 

w 8 Siam (5i 

WJ - ~ - SlajteiSi 



it oodd a£flcunraiuujY4 8tiiisflM-i0o .. . DParut 
12 5033 CATTOH 1AD/W fl Da«J ’-10-3 S&22at(51 

U RS5 MEADOWLECKnWVBtSiflS-lM . _ . S1a)ta(5i 

14 UfPP BROOMHILL DW(Efi 66 (31 J Hrild 7-10-0 A ftftQn 

15 ODD- Hit SPfflTE3n Fiftn 7-lfl-Q. X HOTOCIs (7) 

4-1 Amssog SriL 5-1 Arfu! 5s?. Dori FatHCrm. 7-1 Lta Tbe us*, fl-i onen 

2.45 STANLEY RACING GOLDEN NUMBERS 
SERIES NOVICES HURDLE (£2.548; 2m It) (13) 

1 21X MAPLE BAY 14f (Flavian 3-11. _ A DoOMl 

2 6041 aWERWWX 38 [G.SI Un U Rk&j 5-11-6 . G U» 0, 

3 .«*■ BSJtVE IT 3S3 H Wsjjon 6-11-ri _ ft Sum* 

4 406 ULENBE88 JOYS 30 H Tmxg 5-11-0.... 1 ted 

5 0300 OVER STATED IB J VJttie 7-T14* . . -- . KJotBS 

6 21 SiLBd GUEST 151 IF) U kjnncrri 4-ito . D Barney 

7 4213 SKOBWSttlSlJFfiynU4-r,-tl . FUatryGl 

a 5rt) THE WaafTOraAli 115-'Owaai 6-11-0. K JoftBCQ 
g 4M5 pg«rPBPPETttaNT30ftejT5-1D-9 .. D Faettf 

1G U021 MftMOftD BEACH 11 IS) G ton 4-10-S ... I CaSaghan 0) 

11 TWUP73FM Btm«<-10-S . - S Tj^a (S| 

12 LUCKY HOOT IBSFKMorcai 4-10-3. - . XAupuu{7) 

13 00 QUEEN'S COUNSEL U U2s hi tttiijoi 4-10-3 . AS Sunn 
7-2 Sa arts 4-1 Silaa Gust. 9-2 Durori 3sKi. 5-1 Maple £jy 5-1 nthera 

3.20 WASHINGTON HOSPITAL NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.574; 2m 110yd) (11) 

: 3133 TWK FALLS 17 (0/.G.S) S 'Joes 6-1 l-r2. JCafcoto 
7 PGUP AHSTOOEMUS 11 ifriLLbdkll 3-U-O fc Johnson 

1 06U6 DSTTUlERYWU, 17 Vtaroscrt 9-11-0 MrUTtanysw 

4 (KJ3P GONE ASHORE 76 M Smes 6-H-O . . Jftrta 

5 235' ITS A DEAL 632P (G) S C1ncw» 11-1 l-fl .. G CjM 

£ 4-PO WOBOPYS TLAUE 24 S FverCif. 3-r-O 1ft T J Ebny (7) 
7 4423 TAPATCH 22 (F.61 MW Easier. 3-11-0 . A Dotal 

a WOO TRWIA'S HOPE 11 E C tot 6-1I-C Ur M H Kautynan (Si 

S 0P42 NAWTWOlKEY 11 C ifcComud. (7t 

IC 4H2T WEE'S A DANCED 31 |F| >*= L Hus*H 5-10-7 M Fuser 
11 -POO WWTEGATES mi& 17 4 H3=a a Joman 5-10-" A S 

9-4 T*W Fib. 11-4 TjpjKh i-1 Hni 4 C5rcw - iB*1inMp*i :Q-1 jlters 

3.55 REG AND RIDLEY LAMB MEMORIAL 

HANDICAP CHASE (£3.496: 2m 51) (6) 

7 2324 RUSTIC AW IB (Gl 5) J 7iCCSi2fc 70-J1-5D.WDwaD 

2 4PP1 THE lOASTEfl 1, {OlJJJSt Wi5 M WliJB 1D-H-4 

•ECatagtafi (31 

i 1363 REVE OE VAL5E 24 iF.tSi fi Jctassn lu-16-5 KJoABai 

< 1360 GERMAN LEGEM) 4 if) ti lernl 1 7-10-? . . J Bate 

5 F4F0 GRAM) SCENERY 22 (B.T.E) J Hj*an! jgnun 9-19-2 A 5 Snath 

6 P6PU GUXALL CTO5SETT 11 E Care 12-1D6 Mr U H Nsutfiton iS) 
9-4 The Toaster. S-2 RuJU Air. 5-1 Crane Scenery Reve De Vabe 3-1 odwrv 

4.30 STANLEY THOMPSON MEMORIAL 
HUNTERS CHASE (Amateurs: £1.604' 3m 3f) (5) 

1 0532 BOREEN OWEN 6P (CD.G.S) 0 terser. 73-11-9 APrta (7) 

2 04R6 RSH QUAY 13P (FJi5) Mrs k L2tnti 14-11-9 Mu 5 Lamfc (7) 

3 PZftl GRQMOUNT LAD 13P (GJS) i CarJorti 9-11-9 P Gomkxlh 17) 

4 2464 UPWHi 11 tCWIBJohfOT 13-11-9 ... PJntason(5) 

5 m> LA MAJ»)3>HMtai 8-1J-4.C JMal(7) 

4-5 freennwrt Lae. 4-1 Barren Ikn 5-1 Uenefl. B-1 FrJi tar i0-i la Uaja. 

5.00 JOHN JOYCE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.320:2m If) (10) 

1 1343 FtLO OF VtSKKV 9F (C0/.G1 Ms 4 Samfant 7-11-12 J Sbflito 

2 0451 GLENUGt 1 7 (COJ.Jj) E Mows 6-11-0 .... N Bartley 

3 3U14 HH) JAM JAR 159 fOSffJSi S Bril 12-11-5 .. K Johnson 

4 6-PO ERWV 21 (F^) J Oumn 510-13 . .. E Cabghan (3) 

5 F502 HKH-AM) WAY 11 (G3 M lodute 51512 C MtConnock (7) 

6 -5U6 5K2XMW5AI48A 49 (CDT) Mrs M Rmtey S-10-5 GIMP) 

7 224 CATCH Tie PIGEON 22 R Ban 5153 N SirtBi 

6 4245 ADEMai0nEaO9)5)IUoin»o5151 Mr M H Nbutfatm (5) 

9 665 Dl TYSON IT Mo 0 Sara 9-10-0--UMoioney 

10 525 SlAGSfaLiBSICO^TCtttrtiftnWM... CardCaMwt 
9-4 Field 01 Virion. 4-1 Gfeugie. Hightoid Way 7-1 Stab* Santo. KM Mf*r„ 


SPORT 43 


LINGFIELD PARK 

THUNDERER 

2.20 Days Of Grace- 235 Deep Water. 3.30 
Tutgamala. 4.05 ErtJon. 4.40 Davosk). 5.10 Robe 
Magic. 

GOING: FIRM fTURF COURSE): STANDARD (ALL-WEATHERr 
DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE _SI5 

2.20 EUROPEAN BREEDERS FUND TANDRtDCE 
MAIDEN STAKES (2-Y-O. £3.232' 511 (8 runners) 

1 (PI FLAUMGEMBERBUhibq 94 ... UTettift - 

2 '.3 KEYS01S02E D Haydn Jock 94). .. CRUfif - 

3 Ol LOOM LAKDSf9-fl. . . . DHamsm - 

4 (t) SACCWm W r.-umon W) . . . I Outti - 

5 (6| 0 SUGGEST 15 (BF| Vei G lisDncy 9-0. DHa&Wl - 

6 •*) D BAtMNGtLUl BLADE 13 h hnjj H-3 Uartm Duvb |3) - 

7 f5> 5 DAYS 01 GRACE 15 LAtfyn Mode B-9. . JM © 

8 |1| AMWOUSHKAfiJtnmn3-S . PXBUay - 

15-9 taourita. 7-2 4-1 Suggesi. 9-7 fumg Enfin 6-1 Cbrt "f 

(xoie 7’* 7 \£it*r Soar r-r-i ansa 


2.55 


£.33 BAKERS LANE MAIDEN STAKES (£3.677 6f) (6). 

> (4 1 ft W1BAB 676 RAaiwrufta 4-9-5 6 Carter - 

2 (2) CAHBMGE HU£ 6 (jmb VS-12 . Pal BJOrn - 

3 iJl 3-2 DEEP WATER 18 (BF) P Cgfcr 3-S-tJ 7CWnn © 

« 161 MALA9IJ DuAip J-8-12 . . .. LDMW - 

5 (Si 663- WILUAU WALLACE 244 D Haydn Jonrs 3-5-12 C Riser 76 

6 (I, UTTLE ANNS 6 L Move 3-6-r SWWBWJi - 

7-1 Dcqj KWH 6-2 MaUn. 6-1 Lirte Some, fi-i Cantnity: BU 7-7 etisn 

3.30 WEA7HERBYS BULLETIN MAGAZINE 
HANDICAP (All-vwathei: £2.914.1m 2ft (10) 

1 It) 312- ANAK-KU 242 (S) Uu 2 hdlran 4-10-0 

Anoeu liaimoiL i7i 90 

2 161 -63) OtGPAST 22 (B.C4JI M Krigwc* MM. OHarnsm 93 

2 (S' 1633 TALLULAH B£1L£ 11 (Cb.Gj N linmtei 4-9-'2 

1 a MrUtiliOi S 

4 17) (B41 SWEET SUPP05H 11 (V.CD.GI C 0«a 6-9-1? ( S».| 

5 /?/ !213 CALENDULA 27 (BF.G )0 WWicy 4-9-.'. G Cror 97 

6 (101 -03? TUISAUALA 31 (C8f J.G) R Ingram t-9-j A UcGtone 97 

7 rSl -122 SHANGHAI UL 43 lC.BF.GiU r-CodJei 5-9-0 F Noram 96 

S (St 2241 AtVESauE POWER 8 rCOJSiJUJb 11-9-0 iU.) A Cirv 9-- 

9 >41 4415 HARLEQUIN WALK 37 iC.Gl 9 O Suflinn 6-5-4 J Quoin C7 

10 >31 0-05 PARONOMASIA 36 JLKarraW-IIS B fTimUl |7) 3S 

7-2 Tauulah Belle. 4-1 Sceul SupimuL 5-1 Sterupui Lit. 6-1 Power 

Caioisii 9-1 AraJ-M;. ID-1 Iiwgwiab. 12-1 oBo: 

4.05 LIGHTWEIGHT PLASTERING HANDICAP 

(£3.964: 7f) (B) 

1 < 8 ) -150 RAKJS 6 iCD/.G.SI Ur. L Slum: 7-10-0.. L Omen 6 ? 

2 ;5l 53-3 SHARP SHLfRE 14 iQjBi ft Hanun 4 - 9-10 Pal Eeaery 97 

2 | 1 ) 36-0 BANZHAf 34 (CO.Gl 5 L Ltaore 4-9-9 . GDufiidfl 55 

4 (41 501- MATim KEY 167 (PJJlDHrvtfnJriTrt 4^-7 C Rulki 37 

5 13} 2241 EB710N 2? (CD.f.B) C ft-rem 7 9-f « ftetwts ?;. 

i (7) 000- S1AT0YQHK t 6 l (OJl B Hilb 4-9-1 <c 

7 !?) 010- 5ALTAND0 153 (F.G| Py tAKHeii 6-8-s Mann Oner (3) bC 

S (El OTlt BAflBASOMB (CD.G) Si (tap 5-46 |6n| Candy itoms © 

6-4 Bsbaun. 4-1 Sharp Shtfii*. 5-1 Erilon 6-1 ttatual Mv 8-1 fcAts it-’ 
SMarort. 12-1 oifier. 

4,40 NEVER MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 

(All-weather: 3-Y-0- £2.277: 1m 3) (71 

1 (1) -042 AMH«0 FORE AUJSS 36 I ttlli M . S Sanders 94 

: (?) 36- DAVOSW109 6 f4lh 9-0 . .. MH*i © 

3 i3l 3 FARLEY MOUNT 11 Loro Haitinodnri 3-0 .. D Hanson 91 

4 (6) FLASHTAUUN' ft000 C Diw 9-0 . .. J Stack - 

5 (5) 042- PROTOCOL 141 J HAte 9-0. .. 0 Hoftand 9B 

6 (4| EiajfS LADY G Maroon 6-9 G Carter - 

7 £J 00- HEAVEM.l'HAND 705 61 Moure 6-3 Canty Moms - 

6-4 DavosM. 3-1 Pidocol. 4-1 Around Frw Alta. -J-2 Fniev Mount 15-1 Fiieenr 
Lari)r. FLutatan Flood. 25-7 Htaverdy Hand 

5.10 UNGHELD APRIL SPRINT HANDICAP 

(All-weather: £3,G?7:6f) (12) 

1 U3 2M K1DEE LA014 (D.F.G) A Jones 7-10-0 . T Sprite 92 

2 HO) 2635 (MBOMAflC22(CO/,eitllirfMM-lJ . FLymJltfl 

5 |9) 3232 APOLLO RED 11 ICD.F.&S) G L Itoae 6-9-8 Canny Motie © 

4 |5i -066 INRAASH 11 (D/.G) D Hgdn Jwes 5-M 

JKta Rstnds (Ft W 

5 (1) 580 FRBOLY BRAVE 4 (CJJJ.ELS1 kta G Krtftar 7-94 

PtvUM 90 

6 (3) 2W) BLA2M6 CASTLE 13(RWG M Taw 59-2 DMcGrtfln (7) 91 

J ill i 14-4 PURPLE FUNG 22 (D.HLS1 L Cotta 6-9-2 . R Cochrane 93 

5 Ml 1045 SHARP UP 11 (BXD.BF J.G) B Rwra 74-12 . L Detam 95 

9 (6) -536 MGK1KALISONG 41(0.6) UTJeade 3^-7. . JIM) 91 

>0 (5) 5143 NOTTS GRAB MRE S (8.C/.6) AfcwyA-B-) 

Martin buyer ft) 94 

11 12) 1023 S8UASKEH3fi ICOJ.G) JLHant 9-7-11 . JOom SB 

12 (7) 1103 TACHYCARDIA 38 (CD^GIfiOSUTnoi 5-7-10. NVarfry 91 
i-J Apoto Red. 5-1 3sn) h*. 7-1 tay'i Grab *e. Purpie [Bug 6-1 kAiaarii 
Rod) Mayc. KM S* Taster. 12-f others 









HOW THE POINTS WERE SCORED IN BRAZIL 


DRIVERS: Qualifying points (scored by qualifying for the start of each grand prix within 
the first 20 positions on the grid): Pole J Villensuve 30 points: 2nd M Schumacher 25; 
3rd G Berger 24; 4th M Hakkinen 23; 5th O Panto 22; 6th J Ales! 21; 7Ih G Fishicheila 
20; 8th H-H Frentzen 19; 9th D Hill 18:10th R Schumacher 17; 11th R Barrichello 16; 
12th D Coulthard 15; 13th J Herbert 14; 14th E Irvine 13; 15th S Nakano 12; 16 th P 
Diniz 11; 17th JTnjJli ID; 18th U Katayama 9; 19th N Larini 8; 20th J Magnussen 7. 
Finishing points (scored for the top 20 positions at the end of every grand prix); 1st J 
Villeneuve 6Q points; 2nd G Berger 50; 3rd O Panis 40; 4fh M Hakkinen 30:5th M 
Schumacher 29; 6th J Alesi 28; 7th J Herbert 27; 8th G Fishicheila 26: 9th H-H Frentzen 
25; 10th D Coulthard 24; 11th N Larini 23; 12th JTrulli 22; 13th M Salo21:14th S 
Nakano 20; 15fh J Verstep pen 19: 16th E Irvine 18; 17th D Hill 17; 18th U Katayama 16. 
(Only 18 finished). Lap points (one point for each lap completed): J Villeneuve 72 
points; G Berger 72; O Panto 72; M Hakkinen 72; M Schumacher 72; J Alesi 72; J 
Herbert 72; G Fishicheila 72: B+l Frentzen 72; D Coulthard 71: N Larini 71; J Tmiu 71; 
M Salo 71; S Nakano 71; J Veretappen 70; E Irvine 70; D Hill 68 (DNF); U Katayama 67: 
R Schumacher 52: R Barrfcheto 16; P Dtniz 15. Improvement from starting grid to fin¬ 
ishing position (3 points for each improved place): M Salo 27 points: N Larini 24; J 
Herbert 18; J Veretappen 18; J Tmlli 15; O Panis 6; 0 Coulthard 6; G Berger 3: S 
Nakano 3 Fastest tep time of grand prix J Villeneuve 10 points. Penalty poinls. 
incident resulting in a driver being made to start from back of grid or pit lane (10 points 
deducted): none. Elimination during the race (10 points deducted): D Hill -10 points: 

R Schumacher -10; R Barrichelio -10; P Dinlz-10. Not starting after qualifying (10 
points deducted): none. Speeding in the pit tone (5 points deducted): none. 
CONSTRUCTORS Finishing points (scored for the first car only in the tap 20 positions 
at the end Of every grand prix): Williams 30 points: Benetton 25: Prosi 24^McLaren 23; 
Ferrari 22; Sauber 20: Jordan 19; Minardi 15; Tyrrell 14; Arrows 10. Penalty POinte 

Incident resulting in a car being made to start from back of gnd or ^ !an ^ 0 po,n,s 
'^7 ®* pfiminatkMi of a car during the race (10 points deducted): Arrows 
-20 points; Jordan -10; Stewart -to. Not starting after qualifying (10 points deducted): 
none. Speeding in the pit lane (5 points deducted); none. 






the PRIZES 


team manager heading our Fantasy 
hi la One leaderboard after the 
pean Grand Prix at Esfonl. Portugal. 
uHober 26. will win £25,000. Prizes 
10,000 and £5.000 Will go to two 
ereHJP. 

VIDUAL RACE WINNERS 

manager of toe team which scorn 
nost points in the Argentine Grand 
will win a trip for two to the Bntis 

d Prix on J uly 13. __ 

runner-up i 
ista Sony 


Formula 


PlayStation 


TRANSFERS 


ff you've already entered a team you ran 
change up to four selections before the 
Argentine GP by calling 0891 555 994 
(++44 990 100 394 ex UK) before noon 
on Thursday April 10. Your new team 
must comprise three selections from 
each of groups A, B. C and D. The first 
three selections you make will be 
deemed lo be your prediction for the 
Monaco GP bonus points. 


CHECK YOUR SCORE 


Players can check the scores and 
positions of their teams by calling the 
24 -hour checkline 0891 884 648 
(Republic of Ireland 0044 990 100 348) 
and tapping in their 10-digit PIN number. 
The line currently carries all positions 
after the Brazilian Grand Prix and will be 
updated again on Wednesday April 16 
after the Argentine GP. 


The Fantasy Formula One scores for the Brazilian Grand Prix in 
Interlagos appear below with the total points gained by each driver 
and constructor so for. They show Berger leading the drivers with 272 
points and McLaren heading the coinstructors with 53 points. The 
Brazilian race was also the first of our six bonus races which saw 
only 26 team managers gain the full 600 bonus points, from more 
than 65,000 playing our £40,000 game, for correctly predicting the 
first second and third placed drivers. 

The winner of the trip for two to the British GP for the 
performance of his or her team at Interlagos was PIN number 


5263373069 (no name supplied). This mystery person scored 1323 
points and heads pur leaderboard with 2084 points. The second 
highest score was achieved by B Day of Staines, Middlesex.'His 
team, Teteh Meistors R scored1*499 points and lies in second place 
on Tbe Times leaderboard with 2,043 points. He wins a Sony 
PlayStation and CD-Rpm games. There is still plenty of time to enter 
a team for the Argentine Grand Prix by choosing six raring drivers 
and six constructors - three from each of the four groups below. Lines 
are open for registration until noon on Thursday, April IQ. You can 
also use our transfer lines and check your position on our table. ^ 


MAKE THREE SELECTIONS FROM EACH OF THE FOUR GROUPS BELOW 


The first column of figures in light type after the names show the Fantasy Formula One BraziBan GP race, scores, the second column the total competition points so far 

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS 


GROUP A 


GROUP B 


GROUP C 


GROUP D 


01 D Hill 93 90 07 M Hakkinen 125 253 13 0Pante 140 257 19G Rshiehi 

02 M Schumacher 126 261 08 D Coulthard 116 266 14 J Veretappen 107 99 20 S Nakano 

03 J VfHeneuve 172 192 09 R BamcheHo 22 77 15 U Katayama - 92 126 21 N Larini 

04 E Irvine 101 113 10 H-H Frenttan 116 222 56 P Diniz 16 130 22 JTiufli 

05 J Alesi 121 164 11J Herbert 131 141 T7RRosset O 0 23 J Magnus 


04 E Irvine 
05 J Alesi 
06 G Berger 


121 164 11 J Herbert 
149 272 12 M Salo 


119 160 18 R Schumacher 59 65 24VSospiri 


140 257 19 G FtohicheUa 118 135 25 Williams 30 29 ! 31 Arrows 

107 99 20 S Nakano 106 227 26 Ferrari . 22 37 32 Sauber 

92 126 21 N Larini 126 247 27 McLaren 23 53 33 Tyrrell 

16 130 22 JTniOi 118 232 28 Benetton 25 38 34 Minardi 

O 0 23JMagnussen 7 41 29 Jordan 9 -11 35 Stewart 

59 65 24 V Sospiri 0 0 SOProst .24 46 35. Lola 


30 Prost 


25 38 34 Minardi 
9 -11 33 Stewart 

24 46 36 L Ota 


20 .31 
14 -6 
.15 23 
-10 -30 
0 0 


FANTASY FORMULA ONE 24-HOUR ENTRY LINE: 0891 405 001 

+44 990 100 311 outside the UK 


0891 colls cost 50p per minute {standard tariffs apply to *44 990 calls). • For inquiries cell 01582 702 720, MorhFri, 9am to 5pm 


TO ENTER BY PHONE 


Call our entry hotline on 0891 405 001 
(+44 990 100 311 outside the UK). Calls 
last approximately seven minutes and must 
be made using a Touch-tone telephone 
(most telephones with 1 and # keys are 
Touch-tone). 

Follow the instructions on the entry line 
and tap in your 12 two-digit selections in 
turn. The order in which you register your 
first three drivers will be your predictions 
for the 1st. 2nd and 3rd finishing places for 
the grands prix where bonus points apply. 
You will then be asked to give your Fanfasy 
Formula One team name, together with 
your own name, address, postcode and 
daytime telephone number (please note, 
you need to speak these details). You will 
receive a ID-digit PIN number as 
confirmation of your entry. Please keep a 
record of this with your team details. 

You can enter a team al any time until 
noon on Thursday, April 10, to qualify for 
the start of ihe Argentine Grand Prix. 


BY POST/FAX 


Complete the form, right, 
with your 12 twodigit 
selections. The order in 
which you register your first 
three drivers will be jwr 
predictions for the 1 st, 2 nd 
and 3rd finishing places for 
Ihe grands prix where 
bonus points apply. You 
will receive a I0<figit PiN 
number to confirm your 
entry. 

Or fax the form with your 
credit-card details to 
01582 452106 (+44 1582 
452106 outside the UK). 
To qualify for the 
Argentine Grand Prix. 
postal entries must arrive 
by first post Tuesday April 
8 , and faxed entries by 
noon on that day. 




THE TIMES FANTASY FORMULA ONE ENTRY FORM 


Complete this form with your credit-card details, or enclose a sterling cheque for E2.50 payable to 
Fantasy Formula One. and post ft to: The Times Fantasy Formula One, Abacus House, Dudley 
Street, Luton LUI 1ZZ. Or fax it on 01582 452106 (+44 1582 452106 outside the UK). 

The dosing date for receipt ot this form to qualify for the Argentine Grand Prix is first post Tuesday, 
April 8 1997. and noon on that day for faxed entries. 

GROUPS A AND B DRIVERS Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms-Initials... 

I* 2nd 3H surname...- -- 


□□ CO cr 

GROUP C AND D CONSTRUCTORS 




Address 


Team Name ..._.. 


Signature 


Date.-..— 


Postcode-......... Daytime Tel- 

Credit Card Payment Card number: 


■ ■ in “ - ■ ■ ■ * * 

Expiry date PH 11^1 Mastercard Q Visa Q { 

Name on card...-.. | 

Supply address of registered cardholder on a separate I 

sheet of paper« different from that above ! 

Signature....TQ i 

----—--1 
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FOOTBALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF SEVEN-POINT LEAD PROMPTS SUPPORTERS TO TAKE PLACE IN FRANCE FOR GRANTED 


Brown 


By Kevin McCarra 

SCOTLAND may have put them¬ 
selves in with an excellent chance of 
reaching foe World Cup finals, but 
it is not a position with which they 
are entirely comfortable. After the 
2-0 victory over Austria in the group 
four qualifying match at Celtic 
Park. Craig Brown, the manager, 
squirmed uneasily at talk of the 
strides his team had made towards 
a place in France next year. 

Brown spoke, quite properly, of 
the hazards contained in the next 
fixture, in Gothenburg, and of the 
ambitions that Sweden and Austria 
still harbour of winning the group. 
All the same, no amount of good 
sense could drown out the support¬ 
ers on Wednesday, who sang: “Que 
sera sera, wherever will be, will be, 
we Ye going to Gay Paree.. 

In the stands there was no learned 
discussion of die fact that Scotland, 


with their seven-point lead, have 
played two matches more than their 
principal rivals. In any case, faith 
rests not on arithmetic, but an a. 
calculation of die heart. 

The Scotland team is the focus of a 
public affection that has been absent 
for almost 20 years. The 1978 World 
Cup was, like one of Don Quixote's 
adventures, the stuff of delusion, but 
while exaggeration is no longer 
permitted, attendances are subject 
to inflation. 

On Wednesday, there were 43^95 
people at Celtic Park. They had 
surety come to witness a puzzle as 
much as an achievement. In the 
leading tournaments, only Greece, 
with a dubious penalty, and Eng¬ 
land have beaten Scotland since 
December 1994, yet these standards 
have been set by a curious assort¬ 
ment of players gathered from a 
variety of backgrounds. 

Gary McAllister, of Coventry 


Scotland-.. 

Austria...-. 

Sweden-- 

Estonia.- 

Belarus 
Latvia..-.- 


P W 
.6 4 


Pts 

14 

7 

6 

4 

4 

1 


RESULTS; Sweden S Belarus 1; Austria 0 
Scotland 0;. Belarus i Estonia 0; Latvia 1 
Sweden 2\ Latvia o Scotland 2; Estonia 1 
Belarus ft Belarus 1 Latvia 1; Sweden 0 Austria 


1; Austria 2 Latvia 1; Scotland 1 Sweden 0; 
Estonia 0 Scotland 0 (hi Monaco); Scotland 2 
Estonia 0; Scotland 2 Austria 0. 

MATCHES TO COME: Apr 3ft Austria v 
E s to ni a; SwBden v Scotland; Latvia v Belarus. 
May 18: Estonia v Latvia. June & Lavia v 
Austria; Estonia v Sweden; Belarus v Scotland. 
Aug 20: Estonia v Austria; Belarus v Sweden. 
Sept ft Austria v Sweden; Latvia v Estonia; 
Scotland V Belarus. Sent 1ft Belarus vAiatria; 
Swaden v Latvia. Oct 11: Austria v Belarus; 
Sweden v Estonia; Scotland v Latvfa. 


City, and John Collins, of AS 
Monaco, have earned esteem in the 
sport and were at the heart of a 
series of beautifully articulated 
moves in the second halt when 
Scotland were on the verge of 
embarrassing Austria as well as 
defeating them. Players of less 
exalted reputation, however, 
mattered just as much. 

Darren Jackson, who is attempt¬ 


ing to ward 
Hibernian, is s 


off relegation with 
; suffering with a badly 
bruised shoulder and, on the morn¬ 
ing of the game, was reluctant to 
play because he feared that he 
might only last a few minutes. 
Dragooned into the side and heavily 
strapped, he nonetheless went on to 
harass a ponderous Austria defence, 
creating the first of Kevin 
Gallachert two goals. 


Jackson’s team-mate at Easter 
Road. Jim Leighton, is swathed in a 
greater reputation, but it is still 
starfling that, at the age of 39, he 
seems to be improving. On his 77th 
appearance for his country, the 
goalkeeper kept his fortieth dean 
sheet for them. 

In the past four years, Leighton 
has been selected only when Andy 
Goram has been injured, but Brown 
is now giving his first hints that the 
order of precedence could be 
reversed. 

“Jim was magnificent" the man¬ 
ager ^airi “I have twice had to tell 
mm that he was being left out 
because I believed that Goram was 
Ihe more suitable choice, but 1 
would have no hesitation about 
saying the same thing to Andy." 

Brown is liable to be trusted with 
tile verdict for he is in die midst of a 
phase when his decisions prove 
unerringly effective. There was wily 


intelligence at work in the decision 
to omit Paul McStay and prefer 
Paul Lambert a defensive midfield 
player, who was detailed to stifle 
Andreas Herzog. 

Brown knew, of course, how 
effectively that task had already 
been performed at dub level this 
season, when Borussia Dortmund, 
Lambert's dub, defeated Herzog's 
Werder Bremen 4-0. The impact of 
managers, though, las its limits, 
and none of his preparatory work 
wholly explains foe alchemy of 
excitement that allows players id 
excel. 

In football, emotions underpin 
events, and when Gallacher made 
sure of victory with an instinctive, 
curling drive that finished high in 
tile comer of Konsel'S net the thrill 
of die occasion and the yearning of a 
Scot to assist his country were ali 
implicit in die sweet contact of boot 
on ball. 


Cornwall’s finest 
happy to resort 
to the quiet life 


MARC HILL 


T aking the 25-minute 
train ride from lisk- 
eard to Looe. in Corn¬ 
wall, is (ike being 
transported bade in time. The 
single-carriage conveyance 
trundles gently down the val¬ 
ley, skirting the river and past 
grazing cattle and sheep, 
farms and holiday homes, 
impenetrable woodland and 
Christmas tree plantations. At 
Coombe junction, the ticket 
collector dons his fluorescent 
jacket, disembarks and 
changes the points. 

Getting on or off at St 
Keyne. Causeland or Sand- 
place is by request to the 
driver. At the few crossings, 
signs politely advise motorists 
to give way to the trains. “Irs 
not really a case of escaping 
the rat race," Martin Boden- 
ham said, "but it is so lovely 
down here. So quid, so peace¬ 
ful; no traffic, no smog." 

Bodenham, who will referee 
the Coca-Cola Cup final be¬ 
tween Leicester City and Mid¬ 
dlesbrough on Sunday, lives at 
the end of the line; at Heron 
Creek, high on the cliffs above 
East Looe that look out tirsea 
and beyond; high above the 
claustrophobic streets, "“Steep 
alleys and souvenir shops, 
some of which still stubbornly 
refuse to accept credit cards. 

Wembley, the FA Carling 
Premiership and the angst- 
ridden world of football is of 
another planet Normality for 
Bodenham, 46, is watching the 
fishing fleet return to harbour, 
the frigates en route to and 
from Devonport or the sea¬ 
gulls swirling in the breeze 
outside his lounge window. 

"I used to come down here 
every year and I just loved the 



Russell Kempson meets the 
Wembley referee who can 
escape from football’s pressure 


place," he said. “1 saw the 
house and bought it straight 
away. I suppose you could say 
the views are panoramic; actu¬ 
ally, they Ye sensational." 

In his tidy hideaway, hewn 
out of the hillside in 1940, and 
amid the multitudinous refer¬ 
eeing mementoes that neatly 
adorn the walls and cabinets, 
Bodenham reflected on an all- 
consuming passion of 31 years. 
He was bom in Brighton, 
privately educated at Goring 
Hall in Worthing and worked 
in Sussex until finally suc¬ 
cumbing to the lure of Looe 
nine years ago. 

“I played a bit of football at 
school, but I was told by my 
sports master, in no uncertain 
terms, that I would not be 
good enough to become a 
professional," he said. "He 
told me to try.refereeing, so I 
did. 

. “I was a bit lucky at first I 
was quite a big lad and I 
suppose, even at 16.1 had a bit 
of presence about me. I got my 
Class One pretty quickly, at 21, 
and reffed in the Sussex Sun¬ 
day League. I’d sometimes do 
four games in a weekend, but I 
didn't have a car so I had to go 
everywhere by bus. I had a 
good grounding.” 

He has subsequently offici¬ 
ated around the world — in 
Japan, alongside Gary Line¬ 
ker, at the inception of the 
J-League; in Spain, at the 
Bemab&j stadium, home of 
Real Madrid; and in Greece, 


where he ran the line when 
AC Milan beat Barcelona in 
tiie European Cup final three 
years ago. 

Tbilisi, where he took 
charge of the European 
championship qualifying tie 
between Georgia and Germ¬ 
any, also proved enlightening. 
"Leading up to the game, 
everywhere was dark," he 
said. "You could see candles 
bunting in the houses. Appar¬ 
ently. all the electricity had 
been turned off to conserve 
energy for the floodlights." 


B 


odofoam lives alone, 
except for the 
squawking seagulls, 
and does not have a 
job. Though he once worked 
as an articled clerk and an 
insurance agent, shrewd prop¬ 
erty deals now dHtiw him to 
exist in harmony with his 



Bodenham p re pa re s for the Coca-Cola Cup final by relaxing in Looe — the perfect antidote to big-match anxieties 


good pair of hands” — he 
bank. "I bought and soldai the: - spent two years as grounds- 
right time." he said. "Then I man for Sussex CCC and was 


got out’ 

He enjoys the solitude, 
though occasionally provides 
bed-and-breakfast for friends. 
“I've got good neighbours and 
people pop down to see me 
quite a bit," he said. Fellow 
Premiership referees have 
been known to seek sanctuary 
at Heron Creek, away from 
the glare of the action replay. 

Cricket and horse racing, 
though he rarely bets, con¬ 
sume his idle moments. A 
talented wicketkeeper-bats¬ 
man in his youth — “1 had a 


once twelfth man for a tour 
match against Barbados. He 
also treasures his 1903 Olds- 
mobfle, which is worth 
£25,000 and looked after by 
Auntie Betty in Brighton, and 
takes it out for a 14mph spin 
when he can. 

Driving his Volvo is more 
tiresome — Southampton, at 
330 miles the round trip, is his 
nearest “home” fixture — yet 
Bodenham prefers it to travel¬ 
ling by rail. “1 was going to 
Newcastle last year and a 
bloke held up foe buffet car." 


he said. "He put a gun to the 
■steward’s head.tookthe cash 
and went back to his seat I 
don’t know whether he was 
drunk or mad, but I’ve since 
gone by road." 

Looe is coming alive, the 
holiday season almost here, 
and somebody has already 
scrawled “Stuff the sleazy To¬ 
ries!" on the train into town. 
Yet it still retains its charm, its 
tranquility; a soothing anti¬ 
dote to Bodenham’s Premier¬ 
ship existence. “Stress doesn’t 
really worry me, I don’t feel 
the pressure, but it’s always 
nice to come back here," he 
said. 



From Torquay to Tokyo, an official’s job is not an easy one 



Whatever you think you can do on fhe Internet, you probably can- ff you know where to start. 
But it's a very big 'if/ 

However, if your school subscribes to The TBS Internet Service, for just £99 per year, you'll 
be guided to all the best educational sites on the VVeb as they come oirijne. 

Wfe also provide Ofsted reports, a searchable archive of every 7FS article and review since 
October 1994, and our Internet staff room discussion forum. To make sure your school doesn't get 
(eft behind, look us up free at http://www.fres_co.uk, or coll us today on 01708 378 379. 
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Tiverton brought down to earth 
in their pursuit of perfection 


T he players were bade in 
the dressing-rooms 
after the game and Alan 
Morgan, the visitors’ physio¬ 
therapist, was standing out¬ 
side the door. As he looked 
across the ground, there was 
frustration in his voice. "We 
have just won the league 
championship tonight and h*s 
dead," he said. “Everybody is 
down. I don’t see why every¬ 
body is down." 

Perfection is a rare accom¬ 
plishment and few get dose to 
feeling its vibration. Even 
fewer experience ft. The 147 
break in snooker, tire nine- 
dart finish, six sixes off an 
over, the 12 successive strikes 
in tenpin bawling that make a 
maximum 300, seven wins in a 
seven-race programme, 
Frankie Dettori style. For 104 
years, football dubs in the 
Western League have striven 
for perfection, the 100 per cent 
winning record, without suc¬ 
cess. 

This season, though, 
Tiverton Town, have been not 
just the talk of tire town, but 
the talk of the south-west 
Their league record, as they 


David Powell witnesses sad ending of 
a long record of success on the pitch 


prepared to face Taunton 
Town on Wednesday night, 
was played 26, won 26. Thirty 
consecutive Screwfix Direct 
Western League victories, in¬ 
ducting four at the end of last 
season. 

The 26 successive wins is a 
league record. Closest to per¬ 
fection were Bideford, in 1949- 
50, when, in the third division, 
they won 19, drew one and lost 
none. 

If there was one fixture 
likely to stand in the way of 
Tiverton winning all 34 league 
matches in a season, it was 
Taunton away. Taunton, the 
champions, were stilL theoreti¬ 
cally, in with a chance of 
retaining their tide, eight 
points behind, though having 
played three games more. 
Another 20 points separated 
second from third. 

At half-time, a hither point¬ 
ed out Haie-Bopp to his son. 
He might have been pointing 
the way of Tiverton's record. 


for it was about to disappear 
into the night sky. After 
another 45 minutes play, 
Taunton were celebrating a 2-2 
draw. 

A draw, however, was 
enough to remove Taunton 
from foe championship bet¬ 
ting. For Alan Morgan, 
Martyn Rogers, the Tiverton 
manager, and his players, it 
was a satisfying 90 minutes 
work. The league tide is 
almost ours," Rogers said. 

Two wins from their last 
seven games and Rogers will 
fake a third championship in 
fair years. No other Tiverton 
manager has won ft even once. 
That, though, was no cause fen¬ 
ce leb rat ion among the 
Tiverton supporters, who left 
quietly, sad at tire loss of their 
record. 

They are disappointed we 
have not won," Rogers said. 
“When you have won 26 on the 
trot, they are desperate for the 
maximum 34 wins." 


Rogers was a full back in the 
Exeter City team that defeated 
Newcastle United 44) in the 
1980-81 FA Cup at St James 
Park Isouth-westJ. He then 
found himself defending 
against Hoddle and Ardiles in 
foe quarter-finals, but a 2-0 
defeat left his Wembley dream 
unfulfilled. 

Fulfilment came 12 years 
later when Rogers took 
Tiverton to Wembley in the FA 
Vase. Once again Tiverton will 
not be promoted to the Dr 
Martens League, because 
their ground is not up to 
standard. Rogers, the com¬ 
mercial manager as well as 
football manager, said that 
plans were in hand to build a 
new stand but, even when the 
ground is ready, the dub will 
stay in the Western League 
until it can be sure of its 
finances. 

“My main objective is to get 
to the Vase final again." Rog¬ 
ers said. “If we move up. I wtil 
not be able to do that." To the 
football fan, if there is one 
thing better than perfection, it 
is seeing your team walk out at 

Wembley. 


Dagenham driven by Wembley dream 


Non-League Football 
bv Walter Gammie 

THE semi-finals of the FA Umbro 
Trophy, the first legs of which are bdd 
tomorrow, will guarantee the first Wem¬ 
bley appearance of a side from outside 
the Vauxhall Conference since Leek 
Town lost to Barrow in 1990. 

While one match is a heavyweight. aD- 
Conference confrontation — Stevenage 
Borouffo, whose priorities remain con¬ 
fused after foe defeats of Kidderminster 
Harriets and Macclesfield Town on 
Monday kept their league hopes alive, 
taking on Woking—the ofoer match pits 


Dagenham and Redbridge against 
Gloucester City. 

Dagenham lost their Con f erence place 
last season and have been forced to 
watch from a distance as Yeovil Town 
and Enfield turned the Ids League into a 
private contest. Gloucester, meanwhile, 
as usual in recent seasons, have been 
challenging at the head of the Dr 
Martens League, where second place 
would be good enough to gun promotion 
because Gresley Rovers, foe long-time 
leaders, will not have their new ground 
ready in time. 

For Dave Andrews, who became 
chairman of Leytonstone in 1974 and has 


> 


continued in the position throughout foe 
dub’s evolution into Dagenham and 
Redbridge, saldc “I fed we are now 
settled as a dub. The Trophy semi-final 
appearance is a bonus, not something 
that the committee or the spectators co uld 
have expected. It's down to Ted Hardy 
and the players. If 1 was one of them {the 
playersj I’d run myself into a standstill 
because what’s in front of them could be 
a fantastic day." 

Andrews should know. The former 
England amateur international ap¬ 
peared in the Walthamstow Avenue and 
Leytonstone FA Amateur CDp-wmnine 
teams at Wembley in 1958 andI968. 


SQUASH 

Harris’s 
progress 
intercepted 
by Jenson 

By Goun McQuhian 

DAN JENSON, foe long- 
limbed Australian who beat 
the fourth seed. Simon Parke, 
in the first round of the leekes 
British Ope Q Championship 
in Cardin on Tuesday, lode 
his elegant game to new 
heights yesterday to remove 
Del Harris 15-5, 12-15, 10-15, 
15-14, 17-14 in the second 
round. 

Rarely can such large play¬ 
ers — each stands over 6ft — 
have produced such a dose ' 
contest Harris. 27, from Es¬ 
sex. held two match points ax 
foe end of the fourth game 
only to have Jenson, 21. fight 
his way bade into the match 
with a feather-tight backhand 
drop shot played at full stretch 
in foe single-point tie-break. 

The Australian reached 
match point at 14-12 in the fifth 
game, only for Harris to force 
another tie-break with an in¬ 
spired forehand drop volley, 
executed on foe turn at the end 
of an exhausting rally, and an 
astonishing backhand retriev¬ 
al that he somehow converted 
into a cross-court passing 
shot Jenson went on to secure 
victory thanks to an unforced 
error by Harris and a beauti¬ 
fully disguised backhand drop 
shot that was followed by a 
penalty stroke as Harris faffed 
to stay dear of foe Australian’s 
forehand backswing in mid- 
courL 

To see these huge men 
speeding around such a tight 
environment — spinning to 
cover skilfully disguised deliv¬ 
eries. lunging and recovering 
with extraordinary athleti¬ 
cism — was to see men's 
fighting squash at its best 
To farther enhance the occa¬ 
sion, Jenson is in foe old- 
fashioned mode of Australian 
sport, responding with hardly 
a grimace when faced with 
foe harshest of decisions, and 
Harris was, for the most part, 
too intensely involved to in¬ 
dulge the truculance that 
sometimes mars his perform¬ 
ance. 

In foe quarter-finals, Jenson 
will meet Ahmed Barada, the 
improving teenager from 
Egypt who yesterday dealt 
firmly with Stephen Meades, - 
of Berkshire, to win 15-9,159, 
15-9 in 45 minutes: • 

RESULTS: (ten* Secoretfound: D Jorttori-'- r 1 
(Aim) H D Haris (G8)15-5.12-15,10-15, 
15-14. 17-14: A Barada tEmpt) » 3 
Moactes (G8) 154. 15-9, Tb-d Woman: 
Sacond rot*Kt C Qwena (AiraJ bt P Bearra 
(NZJ 9-2, 94. 8-1; M Matin (Aug) bt R 
Cooper (AusJM. 9-7, M. 


Beckham in 
line for 
a double 

DAVID BECKHAM, the 
Manchester United and Eng¬ 
land midfield player, could 
achieve a remarkable double 
after learning yesterday that 
he had been nominated as 
both player and young player 
of die year in the Professional 
Footballers' Association 
awards. The last player to win 
both in the same season, was 
Andy Gray, of Aston Villa, in 
1977. 

Joining Beckham and Roy 
Keane, his United team-mate, 
in foe senior nominees are 
Gianfranco Zola. Chelsea’s 
Italian forward, Alan Shearer, 
in spite of his injury problems, 
Ian Wright and Steve 
McManaman. The awards 
wifi be made on Sunday, 
April 13. 

SSS^ ^A TlSSJ 

^apiebea). Ywmg Ptayar oftha Yea: 

c Perry (Wimbledon), P Vieira 


Sailing: The British team 
representing foe Royal Dorset 
Yacht Club’s planned chall¬ 
enge for the America’S Cup in 
2000 started brightly in a 
Read To America’s Cup regat¬ 
ta in Auckland, with two wins 
in _ its first two races. The 
British crew, led by Chris 
Law, beat Ed Baird’s Young 
Ameri ca in their first race 
yesterday and followed it up 
with a win over Dawn Riley’s 
America True team. 


Lennox Lewis, 
'arid Booting Goun- 
champion. 


□ _ 

Britain’s ..u,, u e 
dl heavyweight cnampion, 
could face Henry Akmwande 
in London on foe eve of the 
Wimbledon men’s singles fi¬ 
nal- If Lewis' promoters, 
Ifanos Eliades and foe New 
Jersey-based Dino Duva, of 
Main Events, win the purse 
bidding to be held in Las 
Vegas next Wednesday, a 
contest date of July 5 is their 
main target 

a Rowing: Peter Haining, the 
Auriol Kensington rower, is 
^likely to defend his Scullers 
011 Saturday. He is 
suffering from a severe cough 
and cold. ^ 
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golf 


Johansson 
loses way 
on first step 
of venture 

From John Hopkins, colp correspondent 

IN NEW ORLEANS 


GREG NORMAN, who has 
not played in New Orleans 
since 1993,. wasted no lime in 
making his presence felt in 
this part of Louisiana in the 
first round of the Freeport 
McDermott Classic yesterday. 
It is not often that someone as 
distinguished as Norman 
starts as early as 736-he was 
in the fifth group — and to 
prove that he was well and 
truly awake. Norman birdied 
three of his first four holes and 
completed his front nine in 33, 
three under par, finishing 
with a 67. 

This was a much better start 
than that made by Per-Ulrik 
Johansson. The Swede, who 
will be the fourth from his 
country io compete in the 
Masters, went to the turn at 
English Turn Golf and Coun¬ 
try Club in .-JO, four over par. 

Johansson reeled home in 
42 for an 82, 17 strokes worse 
than Larry Rinker and Scott 
McCarron, the early leaders. 
It was one of the worst rounds 
of Johansson’s career as a 
professional. 

He had a double bogey on 
the 1st, his tenth, and at the 
end he wore the dazed look of 
a man who had been involved 
in a car accident “I missed it 
in the wrong places all the 
time,” he said. “I am rusty, but 
actually I felt pretty good on 
the driving range. 1 knew I 
hadn’t played very much, but I 
didnot expect it to be as bad as 
this. 1 have to work at if 

On Wednesday. Sam Tor¬ 
rance had been standing at the 
door to the clubhouse when 
Johansson went past on his 
way to the practice ground, his 
clubs slung in a bag over his 
shoulder. “Got enough woods 
there. Per?” Torrance said. 
Johansson had at least six in 
his bag. “I’m trying out some 
new ones,** he said. 

Johansson, a Ryder Clip ■ 
player at Oak HiJlJwo yeare... 
ago, • needs - die practice. 
Though he spent one month in 
Phoenix early in the year 
practising, he is short of 
competition. This is only his 
third tournament of the year 
after finishing twentieth in 
Dubai in early March and 
sixth in Morocco a week later. 

He had intended to play in 
Portugal but. when his girt- 
friend was injured in a car 
accident he returned to Swe¬ 
den for three weeks while she 
recuperated. He spent last 
weekend in Orlando practis¬ 


ing under the eye of David 
Lead better, with whom he has 
worked since 1991. 

Johansson is looking for¬ 
ward to compering for the firsr 
time at Augusta, where he and 
Jesper P&mevik will make up 
the Swedish complement this 
year. He has been to the 
famous tournament twice be¬ 
fore, once as a speciaior when 
he was a student in the United 
States and once as a commen¬ 
tator for Swedish television. 

“1 made an arrangement 
with Nick Faldo to play a 
practice round with him on 
Monday or Tuesday at Augus¬ 
ta," Johansson said. “He is a 
good guy. though it is hard to 
get to know him. I like fast 
greens and I expect f shall 
spend most of my rime on the 
greens. What I would like to 
know from Nick are the pin 
positions. 1 want him to tell me 
where I cannot go and where 
not to miss it.” 

Jose Maria Olazdbal. like 
Torrance, was not due to tee 
off until later in the day. 
Olazabal’5 improvement had 
continued when he played 
well in the pro-am. Every step 
that he takes marks a step 
towards recovery and, to judge 
by the way he is playing, it is 
no wonder be wears a smile on 
his face most of the time these 
days. 

Ren Crenshaw, on the other 
hand, has had nothing to 
smile about all year. The 
champion here in 1994. when 
Olaz&bal finished second and 
went on to victory fan the 
Masters, Crenshaw has had 
more rounds in the 80s (two) 
than in the 60s (one) and has 
not won a penny this year — 
the worst start of his 23 years 
as a professional. 

“ft has been bleak." 
Crenshaw said. “It's like Bob¬ 
by Jones said: T feel like I am 
pulling-on a slack rope’. It 
hwts^fo^erfomi the way 1 
am ~If is getting to me. I am 
asking myself: ‘What the hell 
is going on? * 

At lunchtime on Tuesday. 
Crenshaw felt more optimis¬ 
tic. “Tom Watson and Butch 
{Harmon] discovered a flaw 
on the practice ground at 
Jacksonville." Crenshaw said, 
in his soft voice that you have 
id strain to hear. “I have been 
hitting it too much with my 
hands, making a slap at it 
They got me to make a fuller 
turn and I feel much more 
confident now." 



Harris, the subject of rugby league's second-highest transfer fee, gets used to his new kh and surroundings yesterday. Photograph: Andrew Varley 

Harris puts future in hands of Leeds 


By Christopher Irvine 

LEEDS Rhinos are trusting 
that their £325,000 purchase of 
Iestyn Harris yesterday — 
rugby league’s second-biggest 
transfer fee — will have the 
same impact as that of another 
record signing by the dub, 45 
years ago. Lewis Jones was 
also a young gifted Welsh¬ 
man. Appropriately, he was at 
Headingley yesterday to greet 
the arrival of Harris from 
Warrington Wolves. 

Jones, the Leeds record 
points-scorer in a prodigious 
12-year career, summed up a 
statement of intent by Leeds in 
acquiring potentially the best 
and most creative talent of his 
generation. "We're short of 
individual players in this day 
and age. Iestyn is a brilliant 
individual and Leeds are the 
biggest dub," be said. 


After nine months of ran¬ 
cour ai Warrington, during 
which he was banned from the 
club twice and doubted wheth¬ 
er he would play again, Harris 
was relieved to have his future 
finally settled by a five-year 
contract wills Leeds. He is in 
the squad for the visit of 
Wigan Warriors in the Stones 
Super League tonight 

Harris. 22. fell out with 
Warrington over his best pos¬ 
ition. 14e sees himself as a 
stand-off half, but Dean Bell, 
the Leeds coach, was giving 
nothing away on that poinL “I 
have a preference, but 111 play 
anywhere I’m placed." Harris 
said. “I’ve a point to prove—to 
Warrington mainly, but also 
to myself." 

Lewis, then the golden boy 
of Welsh rugby union, re¬ 
ceived £6,000 from Leeds for 
his move from Llanelli in 1952 


Harris, the 1995 international 
player of the year, resisted 
overtures from union and had 
his heart set on joining Si 
Helens before the Super 
League champions withdrew 
from a deal last week and 
Leeds came up with a package 
acceptable to Warrington — 
worth £350,000 overall, with 
Danny Sculihorpe. an acade¬ 
my centre, moving from 
Headingley to Wilderspool. 

The package is dwarfed by 
the £500,000 cash-and-players 
deal made by St Helens for 
Paul Newlove in 1995, but is 
second in money-only terms to 
the £440,000 Wigan paid 
Widnes for Martin Offiah in 
1992 It comfortably beats the 
dub record £250,000 fee, 
Leeds pa id to Wigan six years 
ago for Ellery Hanley. 

Harris has made two ap¬ 
pearances for Warrington this 


season, (n his only sustained 
playing spell since last sum¬ 
mer. his performances on 
Great Britain's South Pacific 
tour last October were notice¬ 
ably affected by the wrangling 
at Warrington. “I've kept my¬ 
self fit Now all I want to do is 
get out on the field again." 

In a day of comings and 
goings at Warrington. Danyl 
Van de Velde arrived to take 
over the coaching position 
vacated last week by another 
Australian. John Dorahy. In 
an ironic twist. John Joiner, 
who took over at Castleford 
from Van de Velde in 1993, 
resigned yesterday by mutual 
consent with the club's board, 
ending a 25-year assodation at 
Wheidon Road. 

It is only three years since 
Joiner was coach of the year, 
but Castleford have suffered a 
remorseless decline as leading 


players have left and not been 
replaced. They are without a 
win at the bottom of the Super 
League. 

On the coaching merry-go- 
round. Van de Velde is toe 
third new face in toe Super 
League since toe season 
began, after the appointments 
by Wigan and Halifax of Eric 
Hughes and John Pendlebury 
respectively. 

In toe fall-out from an angry 
Challenge Cup semi-final last 
Saturday, the Rugby Football 
League disciplinary commit¬ 
tee last night suspended Brian 
McDermott for four matches 
for punching, but the 
Bradford Bulls prop will be 
available for the final. Barrie 
McDermott is appealing 
against a three-mate h ban for 
a high tackle and Terry New¬ 
ton, another Leeds player, was 
warned for misconduct. 


SNOOKER: FORMER WORLD CHAMPION TWO WINS AWAY FROM POCKETING HIS 29TH RANKING TfTLE 

Davis guarantees return to semi-final stage 


By Phil Yates 

STEVE DAVIS, whose appetite for 
competitive involvement remains 
strong despite 17 years at or near toe 
apex of his profession, reached toe 
semi-finals of a world ranking event 
for toe first time in 26 months at toe 
British Open in Plymouth yesterday. 

Davis moved to within two victories 
of his. 72nd title by beating Alan 
McManus 5-2 and, when he faces 
Dave Harold or Stephen Hendry 
tomorrow, he will be appearing at toe 
penultimate stage of a ranking tourna¬ 
ment for the first time since the 1995 
International Open, when he was 


runner-up to John Higgins. “1 am still 
really enjoying my snooker and I love 
rising to a challenge," Davis, who at 
Wembley in February won the Benson 
and Hedges Masters, an invitation 
tournament that does not counr for 
ranking purposes, said. 

McManus led 2-0yesterday but runs 
of 40 and 51 helped Davis to draw level. 
Mcmanus was 330 ahead in toe fifth 
frame when he misjudged a red and 
Davis pounced with a 61 clearance. 
The methodical Scot held a 54-43 
advantage late in the sixth, but fell 4-2 
adrift when Davis was presented with 
the opportunity to fashion another 
clearance by his opponent's ineffective 


safety shot on the last red. After two 
such setbacks it was hardly surprising 
chat McManus was unable to prevent 
Davis completing victory by winning 
toe seventh frame, this time on toe 
blue. 

“I am sure it will be one of those days 
Alan wants to forget in a hurry. From 
my point of view, though, it’s a very 
pleasing result indeed." Davis said. He 
has not added to a total of 28 titles in 
world-ranking events since winning 
toe Regal Welsh Open im 1995. 

Mark Williams repeated the form 
that he showed when whitewashing 
Nick Pearce by sweeping aside Tony 
Drago, of Malta. 5-1 in a match that 


was all over in 61 minutes and was an 
entertaining showcase for toe Welsh¬ 
man’s unparalleled potting from 
distance. 

On four occasions during toe second 
frame. Williams surrendered position. 
Four times he recovered with pots 
bordering on the outrageous in con¬ 
structing a break of 83. Further 
contributions of 38. 37, 69 and 89 
helped finish off Drago. who had 
beaten Nigel Bond, the holder, by 5-1 to 
reach this stage. 

Williams, who has moved up from 
sixteenth to sixth in the provisional 
rankings this season, now plays either 
Peter Ebdon or Michael Judge. 


ATHLETICS 

McColgan 
will face 
formidable 
challenge 

By David Powell 

ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 

THE closer lie McColgan gets 
to defending her Flora London 
Marathon title on Sunday 
week, the harder her job looks. 
Not that there is anything 
wrong with McColgan’s form, 
it is just that the field is 
stacking up against her. 

Manuela Machado, the 
European and world champi¬ 
on, was added to an already 
formidable line-up yesterday. 
Among the sub-plors will be a 
meeting between the gold and 
silver medal-winners from the 
1995 world championships in 
Gothenburg — Machado and 
Anuta Catuna. 

Machado, from Portugal, 
and Catuna. from Romania, 
will lead the overseas chall¬ 
enge. with Ren Xiujuan, from 
China, toe half-marathon 
world champion, and Joyce 
Chepchumba. from Kenya, 
runner-up to McColgan in 
London last year. Marian 
Sutton, from Cornwall, the 
Chicago Maratoon champion, 
will help McColgan to defend 
the home front 
On her only previous ap¬ 
pearance in London, in 1995. 
Machado finished second to 
MaJgorzaia Sobanska. from 
Poland. Not only does Macha- 


!n The Times on Monday: a 
16-page colour guide to the 
Flora London Marathon 


do bring a smile to toe 
maratoon — nine times she 
blew lasses to the crowd as she 
celebrated her European 
championship win in Helsinki 
— but also an attacking style. 
Brave front-running in the 
1993 world champiomship 
probably cost her toe gold. 

In Helsinki. Machado's vic¬ 
tory came after she struck for 
home from halfway but in 
London the next year, her 
front-running went unreward¬ 
ed as Sobanska pulled away in 
the final mile. In Gothenburg, 
Machado covered the last six 
miles alone. 

Last year , Machado failed 
to van either of her mara¬ 
thons. finishing seventh at the 
Atlanta Olympics and second 
in Tokyo, like McColgan, 
Machado's recent form is 
sound. 

□ Kelly Holmes was a con¬ 
vincing winner of the 800 
metres in an IAAF grand prix 
II meeting in Pretoria, on 
Wednesday evening. Her 
victory, in 2min OMlsec. took 
her clear of Letitia Vriesde, 
from Surinam, who denied 
Holmes toe silver medal in toe 
800 metres at toe 1995 world 
championships. Another im¬ 
pressive British winner was 
I wan Thomas, with 45.00s ec 
in toe 400 metres. 


FORTBEfegpSR® l 'ffA* ■ 


BASEBALL 


NATIONAL LEAGUE: Montreal 4 St Louis 
l. CmonnaU 5 Colorado 3: Florida 4 
Ch-cago 3; Los Angelas 5 PWadalpha 1: 
Houston 4 Atlanta 3, Sen Diego 6 Now York 
5 (12tnns) 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: BaKmwre 4 Kansas 
Ctry ? Toronto 6 Chicago t; Mhnesda 7 
Detroit 6. Boston 6 Anahwn 5. Qevetenci fl 
OaHond 7. New York 16 Seattle 2 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MWCtag 
land 96 Boston B7; Toronto 112 Phtodel- 
rtua 90: Chariotta 95 Atlanta 64: Minnesota 
94 New Jwsey »: Dent* 99 San Antonto 
92: Utan t IB Sacramento 87; Phoertc 109 
Houston 96; U* Angelas U*ers 110 
Denver 85 

BUDWBSEH LEAGUE: Manchester 78 
Sheffield 60; Thames Valey 107 London 
122 

BOWLS 

SWANSEA: CIS (Insurance) Wetatjndoc; 
nabs chamoionsMp: Quarter-finals: u 
Ending and J ^ N 

Rees and B tOrpdcn QJar*N) 22-15.J 
Webby end N Ldgh ICaidtfTj w G Spflat 

end): B Davies and P Carpenter (M oityr 


TydS) W R Morgan and G EBs (Bro Ddyfi) 
2M; S flees and J Wee (Swansea} W T 
SUSvan and N WBems (Swansea! 27-7. 

~ CRICKET 

Third one-day 
international match 

South Africa v Australia 
NEWLANDS lAustmka wen loss)’ South 
Ablca twat Australia by runs to load 
won march senes 2-1 

SOUTH AFRICA 

L Keen c Di Verwto P Dale ~ . .22 

HHG40bsbG4tesoie .. 28 

J M Kafce b Wame .. . - „ 23 

D J run out ... ...... „. ...1? 

J N Rhodes not out. .83 

•W J Qonfe 0 Btexen. ~ J 

D Crookes c Healy o Gdespe -18 

S M Pedocb r*v b Warrte ......... .21 

TO J Richardson run oul . -— * 

B Bryson ro out „ ... 17 

Extras (lib. tnb. 2w) .. 14 

Total (B wMa SO overs)-2*S 

A A Donald d« not Del 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-52.2-53.3-80.4-101. 

5.106.8-176.7-216.8-222 

BOWUNG- Hetttel 1CMM7-0 (Inti): Dale 

10-1-26-1. GOestae 10-1-39-2; Wame 10-0- 

64-2 llwt. G Blevwtt 6-0-30-1 (twt; Bevan 

4-0-28-0 




Answers from page 47 


STSSS vworte rf tfr Jordan, she derided to 

Bs&rjfettfflsrwsSs 

when the city was taken. 

BARSABAS f t |__ candidates to fill the place 

fa)Joseph vacanfby toe treason of Judas 

among the 12 aposdesm^de Matthias. Judas 

IscaS. Bat the to" jgfftlScSlSf Jerusalem to 

sssw.SSSSKsu ssa 

' omp “ ioni 

fro- she ran back with the 


from 

voke. 




Ne2+ 

UO!2Ne3(2gri3gxWisdeaave)2 
Ke46Ng3« KfSand Black wins easily. 


AUSTRALIA 

M J di Venuio ran out - - .13 

GSBteiMonbPolodv .. .. .6 

5 G Law c Richardson b Bryson . .4 

SRWaughbBryson .. 0 

M G Sevan c K»»s b Rrttod. . £C 
■fl A Holey c and b Crookes . .- .25 

S K Wame run out.23 

P fl ReittsJ run oui .6 

A C Date not exit - . 12 

J N Gffespte c G*6s b Donald . 17 

Extras (b 1. 1 d3.w 6. no 1). . 11 

Total» w«s. 44.5 overs)..19S 

M E Waugh did not bat. njuied 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-14. 3-25. 3-2S. 4-25. 

5-94.6-136. 7-1S7.8-170 

BOWLING. Pollock BO-35-2; Bryson 9-0 

34-2: Donald 75-1-25-1: halks 00-30-0 

Croolas 100-42-1. Cram© 4-029-0. 

Sharjah Cup 

Sri Lanka v Zimbabwe 

SHARIAH ISA La*a won icosl Sn Lanke 
beat Zimbabwe by sevan wickets 
ZIMBABWE 

*tG WFlww bZoysa _ _ 12 

C B Wrshart run out . ... 32 

ADR Csmpbel Ibw b Vaas.2 

D VBwen « kahiwnharana 

bDharmasana. *7 

A Fkwer b MixaHthaien . . 38 

S V Carisie c Taekcratne b MuraXtharan 6 
P A Strang b Vuaa . . 38 

H H Sneak run out. .11 

E A Brancfes not out ... .. . . '0 

A Whtttafl c Kahwnrharans b Vaas 4 

E Maumbanadro not oul 0 

Edna (b 3. fb 7. w 4. nb 3j . 17 

Total (9 wkts)- 187 

FALL CF WICKETS’ Ml, 2-34. 565 4-77. 
5-100.6-139, 7-168. 6180.9-186 
BOWUNG; Vaas 10-2-25-3. Zoysa JfWWO- 
1. Murafchaian 10-1-39-2. de S3va 10-0-34 
0 DharmaMna 10&33-1 
SRI LANKA 

S T Jayasuriya c Wottari b Strang 56 
ffl S KaluwSharanu c Wishatl b Brandes 0 

M AlapaBu nol ouf .52 

AdeSAracStrangbGRctwr .. 50 

-A Ranatunga not out - _0 

Extras lb6. lb 3. w 111.20 

Total p wfcts. 45.4 owsj ..188 

R S Mahanama. H P TWeterairO, H D P K 
Dhamasera. W P U J C Vaas. N Zoysa and 
M Mmttftaran Od not baL 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-1.2-80.3-187 
BOWUNG- Brandes 7-0-33-1. Matam- 
banadZO 7-0-3SLr Whnal 100-3M. 
Streak 7-1-22-0: SMfig 100-41-1; G W 
Bowei 4 4-0-15-1 
Man-oHhe-tnaWi- A de Siva 


Umpires S IXrtn (New Zealand) and D 
Come (New Zealand) 

FOOTBALL 

Wednesday’s lata results 
WORLD CUP: European quaTOytno 
matches: Group one Croatia 3 Sfcwente j 
im Split) Poland 0 Italy 0 Group inree: 
Azerbaijan 1 Rntznd 2 (in Baku) Group 
loir Scotland 2 Austria 0. Cacti Republic 
i rugostawa 2 (in Plague) Group seven: 
Turfay 1 Holland 0 fin Bursa) Group eight 
Lnrujania 0 Rcmente 1 Group ninec Abarta 
3 Germany 3 (In Giaruda Spam Soutti 
American zone. Paraguay 2 Cctomaa 1 iln 
Asuncion), Sofas 2 Ajgectlna 1 (r La Pag. 
Uruguay 3 Venezuela 1 0n Montevideo): 
Peru 1 Ecuador 1 fin Limai 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: Second fMskn: 
WUwaB 1 York 1 

VAUXHALL CONFERENCE Southport 2 
KeH€»ing2 

WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Brsl 
division: Sheppey 0 Chaffiam D. 
PONTTN'S LEAGUE; Premier rfcredon: 
Bract oum 1 S**e & Bonon 1 Even an z 
Manchester United 1 Ofcham 1 first 
dMawn: Aston Vila 2 Sunderland 2. 
Blackpool 0 Leicester J: Camay 4 West 
Bromwich 0 Second dWelon; Burnley 0 
Fto&wmam 0; Cartels 4 Grimsby 2: 
Shrewsbury 1 Bamstov 3: Stockport 2 
Marsteio 0. Wrexham 2 Manchester CrTy 4 
UNBOND LEAGUE: Premier dhrfaion: 

op AucWarW 2 Bambet Bridge 0: 
Gamsborpugfl 1 Buxton I: Wrefard 0 
Rurcom 0 President's Cup: Semt&iaL 
second leg; &ytf> Spartans 1 PbdcWe 0 
(ISyih Spartans wm i-Oonagg) 

IOS LEAGUE; Premier CSvWori: Bromley 1 
Dagenham and Rcdbndqe 0; YaadmQ 2 
Bor sham Wood 1 Second dMsom 
Chartorri Si Peter 2 Colter Row and 
Romtotd 2. 

GBJ3ERT LEAGUE OF WALES: League 
Cup: Serrt-tnal: Second leg: Barry 2 Ton 
Pernra 0 [egg 3-3: Barry win on away goal 
rule) 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION; Fist 
diwlaorv Bristol City 0 Ctiarton 1; Swansea 
0 Ipswich 1; Wimbledon 2 Bournemouth 1 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: Oral drwnon: Uorpctti 0 South 
Shields 1. WticWiam 2 Croc* 4. 

FA YOUTH CUP: Fifth round replay: 
Wattord 1 Luton 1 (Luton won 5-i on 
penalties) 

HELLENIC LEAGUE: Premer division: 
End sleigh 2 Carterton 1: Lamboum Sports 
0 Almond sbwy 4. 

SCREWFK DlffiCT LEAGUE Premier 
dMsorn Taumon 2 Tiwnon 2. 


NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier division: Sheffield 1 Hudmafl 1 
ENGLISH SCHOOLS FESTIVALS: Isle at 
Wight East Cornwall PHirtragdon 0; Bury 
5 tferby O. Leeds 3 Newham 1 Hull Gos¬ 
port 0; Bishop Auckland 2 Peterborough 2. 
Gravesham 6 Havant 2. Plymoirth 2 
Camfchdge 0: Wettngtwouqh 4 Lowesioft 
i. Doncaster i Vale or Wnte Horse 3. 
Biectoum 0 Reading 3; Isle ot Wgh' 2 
Rotherham 3. Sndgirajer 0 Mancheser 4: 
Bradford 7 YeovS 0. East Berts 1 Sheffield 

1 Pakefalcfc Kert 2 Shropshire 3: Harrp- 
shire 3 Went Yoritshoe 2 Dorsei 1 
Worowtershrre 0: Bertehre 0 Lncofrishira 
3, Durham 2 Chedvre 0: Memeyoide B 3 
Surrey B 1. Somerset B 1 Esse* 82: Surrey 

2 Cornwall 0. Esse* I Merseysrde 2, North 
Yortertre 0 Somersei 1; West Midlands 0 
Northumberland i; Shropshire B 5 Hamp¬ 
shire B 3. North Tyneside: Bradford 2 
Chesior-le-Sneer A 0. Oldham 0 South 
Shrews 3; Walsend 6 Chester-le-Streed B t. 
Luton 2 Hanlepool A t: vale of Whdo Horse 
2 Sunderland I; Gtoucesior 3 Kefloe 1: 
Rother Veley 6 Hartlepool B ft Manchester 
2 Pewriea 2 Leeds I North Tyneside 4: 
Newham i Newcastle A 2: Rotherham 1 
NcwcssOe B 2 Jersey. Thurrock 1 Ptym- 
CTJlh 0. Wesl Cornwall 2 Giavesham Z 
Hackney 0 Gloucester 4. Recfcndge 0 
Newbuy 2: ReacSng 6 Baffimgl; Olpvigfon 
1 Jersey 1; Bishop Auckland 1 Chflem 5; 
Toner Hamlets 6 South Oxford 0 


(Sydney to Cape Town, positions at 
14CCGMT yesterday, wflh mite to Cape 
Town) 1. Group 4 1.060; 2. Conceit 1.077: 
3. Toshtoa Wave Wane* 1.087.4. Corrmer- 
aa) Uruon 1.137:5. Motorola 1.160:6. Save 
The ChMren 1,18ft 7. Gtotwl Teamwork: 
1506: 8. 3Com I. 226. 9. Tme & Tide 
1.301. ift Ocean Rover 1.305:11. Nuclear 
Eleetnc 1 353.12, CoudmikH Im 1.481; 13, 
Pause- To Remember 15<fi: 1*. Heath 
Insured 11 1.576. _ 

_ SNOOKER _ 

PLYMOUTH: British Open: TttrJ round; A 
McManus (Scot) br W Thome (&») 5-£ S 
Dave (6np) beat M Clark (tnql 5-4: M 
WHIiams (Wales) br G WiMnson (tng) A 
Drago (Ma«a) bl N Bend (Ejio) 5-1; P 
Ebdon (Eng) bt A HamJlon (&g) 5-1 
Quarter-finds: S Davis (Engl bl A 


McManus 
T 


) 5-2; M Waters (Wales) W 
5-1. 


SPEEDWAY 


STAR CUP: Poole 53 Lynn 37. 


joe Cup: Hul 56 Berwtdt 39: 
Long Eason 45 Oxtcrd 45. 

SQUASH 

CARDIFF: Lsates British Open: Man: 
Second roundc P Nted (Scot) bt A HU 
(Ausl 15-5. I0-T5. TSfl. fS- 12: B Marin 
tAusi bt M Calms, (Engl. 1S-7. 9-15. 154. 
15-11 Women: Second round; LCharman 
(Eng) 01S Homer (Eng) 9-3.9-3.510.59. 
51. S Wnght (Eng) bt R Macrae (Eng) 7-9. 
59. 9-4.9-6, 54; S Fhz-Gerald lAus) bt C 


Ntch (SA) 54.9-2.9-1; L Irving (Aus) bl N 
Granger (SA) 54. 7-6,9-3, 9-4 


TENNIS 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND. South CaroSna: 
Women’s tournament Second round: A 
Sanchez Vfceno tSpl bt S Pithowski (Ft) €-2. 

J Novum j <Cz)« P Scfryder <SwtK) 3- 
6. 7-5. 51; L Deverport (US) ot M de 
Swardt (SA) 52, frft A Huber (Ger) W L 
Raymond (US) 64). 52.1 MasDl |Oo) u R 
Dragomir (Rom) 6-4. 51. B Paulus 
(Austria) bt V Ruano-PescuaJ ISp) 6-4.51; 
ACoetzer (SA) bt P Suarez (Aral 4-6. 52. 
44) rer; B Schultz-McCartiy (HoB bt G Leon 
Geraa (Spl 6-4.54: W Proba iGerl w/b M 
Maleeva IBU) scr. B Sctiefl (Ausva) tt A 
Fusel (Fr) 51. 50: J Canrleffl (US) bt A 
ama (Japan) 51.50. ThW round; M 
(USIbtAGersitCz) 52.7-6 


Parti. Brazil 4 Chte 0 (in Brasilia}. 
SPANISH CUP: Semt-ftrtaL second teg: 
CetoVigo 1 Bate l (Bens win 2-1 or egg) 
PORTUGUESE CUP: Quarter-final: Braga 
0 FC Porto 2, 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL)- Dallas 5 New 
Yoih islanders 4. Montreal 4 Karttord 1: 
Ottawa 2 Butfafo ft Toronto 3 fionda 1: 
Colorado5Calgary t:Anahe*n5S«n Jose 
5 (OT) _ 

RUGBY UNION 

COURAGE CHAMPIONSHIP: First divi¬ 
sion: Leicester 18 Wasps 12 Sale 11 Baft 
5. ThW dhteloK Roosiyn Porte 29 Rearing 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE: Fbst * 
vfeton; Stew veto iSUanem IB: BhOgenb 
18&wtnsea2& 

SAILING ~~ 

BT GLOBAL CHM191GE: Fourth teg 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBAa 
Ktth-oU 7.30 isiteas rlaied 
Nationwide League 
First division 

Tranmere v BradktTd (7 45) 

FAI HARP LAGER CUR SemHfiraJr 
Bohemians v Deny (at Qaiymount ram 
7.45): Waranad Y SheixalPV (at Water- 
tad RSC. 7 J5) 

FAJ HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier division: Dundalk v Sligo 
(7.45). 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: 
First division: Bootle v Mam*- floao 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier division Sudbury 
Wanderers v Sutfxjy Town Res 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Engteh Schoote 


Isis oJ Wight Festival: Iste ol Wight v 
Behop Aucktani; Cambridge v Leeds; 
Huninqdon v Manchesier. Lowestoft V 
Bury. Vale d White Horse v Wtrral. 
Wakefield v East Berf^we, Resdftg v 
Oerbv. Havant vWefltogbcro. Bndgewaiw 
v Newham. Hull v Gravesham. Gosport v 
Doncaster. Luton v Btackbum Easi 
Camwal v Bradiord. Sheffield vPJymcwih; 
Rcatwam v Yeovfl. English Schools 
Under-jg Festival: Essex v Shrof9Sh»e; 
WotCffidershke <i Norttunberiand. North 
Yorkshire v DorxJ: Ccmwah v West 
Toricshtre: HBnrpsWie v Mersayado; 
Someraer v Lncoinsivre: Ken) y West 
Mkfland&: BerVshre v Cheshire: Durham v 
Surrey faJ Patefieltf). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Stones Super League 
Leeds v Wigan (7 30) . 


ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSHIP SaBord v 
Haifcs. 

OTHER SPORT 

HOCKEY: Ctefa match: Be»ton v 
Loughborough Students tote Stedum, 
MBtai Keynes. 60) 

SNOOKER: Bnteh Open |Bl Plymouth 
Pavflions). 

reEEDWAY: NPI Premtaship: Pbter- 
baough v Wotvertiampion (7.30) Speed- 
waySiarCup: Bote Vbe vBratllord [7 3Bi 
Premier Lsague Knock Out Cup: Arena 
Essex v Exeter (8.0/; Oxford v Long Eaten 
(7 45) Premier League Chafienge: Edto- 
durgh v Glasgow (730). 

SQUASH: Bntfeh Open (at Caidtif) 
TENNIS: Davis Cifi. Euro-A6ice zone: 
Group one: Second round: Creel Britan v 
ZimtiatM* (at Ciyslai Palace). 



GO ACTM-WH MAGAZINE 
FOR WINNERS 
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Opening my eyes to tunnel vision 
of the true England supporter 


LYNNE TRUSS 



Kicking and 
Screaming 


J ust when you think you 
know something, it 
turns ouUharyou know 
nothing'at all. After the 
England v Italy match in 
February. 1 made a polity 
decision. “England fans are 
animals!" I reported back to 
my unsurprised superiors. "It 
was ... it was ghastly!" Last 
Saturday, therefore, for Eng¬ 
land v Mexico at Wembley. I 
crept shamefaced past the 
bear-pit turnstiles towards the 
safety of the press box. “Class 
Traitors and Broken Reeds 
This Way" flashed in red 
letters above the door as I 
pushed it open, but in the 
interests of dignity I pretended 
not to notioe. 

Well, how was I to know 
that the fans on this occasion 
would be mostly under-tens? 
Or that only 48,000 people 
would rum up, some of them 
in holiday-mood sombreros? 
“I dont know why t came here 
tonight." Stealers Wheel, sang 
pointedly, on the PA system. “I 
got a feeling something ain’t 
right." Ho hum. I tapped my 
pencil an my fancy, privileged 
desk-top and tried not to look 
as stupid as I felt. I bad 
assumed the only surreal 
thing about this match would 
be the sight of Glenn Hoddle 
sorting through a bulging file 
marked “Sick Notes". Yet. 
here before me were thou- 



Wright, left, and Fowler savour their tear-jeriring moment of celebration at Wembley 


were a panto. 

What I still dont know is: 
what makes an England fan? 
Were these kiddies on Satur¬ 
day England yobs in embryo? 
The natural -history of the 
besotted dub ; supporter is 
easily understood these days 
because you can go to see the 
film Fever Pitch and watch the 
mop-headed Colin firth hold 
his breath for 18 years, finally 
exhaling in 1989 when Arsenal 
win the championship. You 


can even temporarily love 
Arsenal (a bit) on his behalf. 
Grasping die England phe¬ 
nomenon. however, turns out 
to be a lot more difficult 
because the team doesn’t exist 
in the same way, doesn’t have 
a dubcall hotline or a family 
membership, and (let’s not 
forged has traditionally at¬ 
tracted Naas. 

All this has taken me a long 
time to realise, because during 
Euro % I had no idea of club 
football and in fact considered 
it *' mere detaiL (Nottingham 
Ripest) might appear beside 
SinAit Pearce's name in the 
programme, but this informa¬ 
tion was dearly induded only 
for the benefit of know-alls. In 
my mind, the priorities were 
simple. England was Pearce’S 
Team: Nottingham Forest was 


his day-job. Pairing Sher- 
ingham with Shearer in attack 
held no magic; I merely feared 
that, with such similar names, 
they'd be permanently mixed 
up by die commentators. 

But last Saturday, when Ian 
Wright and Robbie Fowler 
combined to score die second 


ly saw it from quite the other 
way about. Wright and fowler 
in die same shirts? What 
sporting miracle was this? The 
sight of these boys celebrating 
together was ; so beautiful I 
wiped a '&f. While the Slid 1 
field Wednesday band played 
heroically in the stands, play¬ 
ers from Arsenal and Liver¬ 
pool were conspiring together 
in victory —■ and good grief, 
were those lovely lads actually 
(sniff) hugging? 


What a mad world sport is, 
full of phoney enemies and 
contingent affiances. Liverpool 
and Arsenal fans are surely 
trained to hate each other, so 
how do they cope with a scene 
like this? Moreover, how are 
Liverpool fans expected to 
respond to die climactic 1989 
Liverpool v Arsenal match in 
Fever Pitch, shown entirely 
from Arsenal's point of view? 
Liverpool's problems in 1989 
(which included . .. Hillsbo¬ 
rough) are. for the purposes of 
Arsenal's glorious outcome, 
__ Tip 

terms ot' ihiss?ory, they must 
lose; so that others may win. 

Well, callous partisanship is 
dearly what irs all about, 
which is why fans are so 
frightening. As a supporter, 
you can measure your fanati¬ 


cism by the extent to which the 
opposing side can suffer injury 
and ignominy without you 
caring a bit 

On Saturday, I cared so 
little about the Mexico team 
that I didn’t even bother to 
read their names in the pro¬ 
gramme. As for their charm¬ 
ing manager. Bora Mflutin- 
ovic. I just thought he had an 
awful coat and a ridiculous 
haircut. At this rate I’ll end up 
booing other people's national 
anthems, too. 

“Mexico’s No 8 is very 
good," a colleague in die press 
box told me, helpfully. “Is he?" 
I answered vaguely, and went 
back to peering through binoc¬ 
ulars at Paul Ince, which was 
more fun because he was one 
of ours. 

Incidentally. I noticed with 
grim satisfaction that the pro¬ 
gramme gave David Baity's 
dub wrongly as Blackburn 
Rovers. Terrifyingly. I was 
tempted to point out tins error 
to tite chap beside me (“f say! A 
bit behind the times, this!"}, to 
show off my sporty-girl cre¬ 
dentials. Something held me 
back, however, which proves 
that there is a God. 

I suppose the dub v coun¬ 
try thing will foil into 
place at some stage — 
perhaps when I finally 
appreciate that the players are 
individuals. Looked at from 
this novel angle, players ac¬ 
ceptably move from dub to 
dub (and from one set of fens 
to another) yet remain Eng¬ 
land players — which locates 
their real loyalty in the nat¬ 
ional side, after alL But how is 
this reconciled with the sick- 
ootes in HoddleTs file? "Dear 
England Coach, Matt cannot 
came out to play on Saturday 
because his foot is a bit dicky 
and, besides, he is needed at 
home." 

On a lighter note, is anyone 
else entertained, as 1 am, by 
the ambiguous phrase “doubt¬ 
ful for England", which ac¬ 
companies the phenomenon of 
the wincing, limping national 
player in the weeks before a 
match? It somehow always 
brings to my mind a row of 
players recruited to have 
doubts or at least to act 
doubtfully, shaking heads, 
sucking teeth, wagging fin¬ 
gers. . - ' 

“Adams and Beckham now 
.doubtful fofEngfaad" run the 
fyfcadlmes ,'&£. these, 
players swiftly- arrange their 
features to appear plagued by 
misgiving. "How are you feel¬ 
ing, David?" "Ooh. I feel 
doubtful for England." he 
replies, dutifully. “Very doubt¬ 
ful for England indeed." 


CRICKET: WEATHER AND POOR ORGANISATION BLAMED FOR TURNING ICC TROPHY INTO LOTTERY 

Holland fear damp end to World Cup hopes 


From a Special Correspondent 

IN KUALA LUMPUR 

HANS MULDER spent most of the 
rest day at the ICC Trophy yesterday 
trying to shore up Holland's crum¬ 
bling hopes of playing in the 1999 
World Cup. Their team manager 
appealed to the ICC to allow a reserve 
day for the final round of group 
matches and for the venue for Hol¬ 
land’s game with Bangladesh to be 
changed to avoid possible crowd 
trouble from local Bengalis should 
their team lose. 

Both requests were rejected and a 
subsequent appeal to the other seven 


teams left in the tournament also 
failed, although it was more sympa¬ 
thetically received. Mulder is worried 
that, if Holland's third quarter-final 
group match against Bangladesh is 
rained off with no result, his team will 
be flying home without completing a 
match in the last eight 

“We have worked hard for three 
years to get here and we are now in a 
crazy situation of being knocked out if 
it rains again without playing a proper 
quarter-final game," he said. 

“What idiot decided to play a World 
Cup qualifying tournament here in 
March and April? Look in all the guide 
books and see when it rains in 


Malaysia — March and April!" 
Holland only bowled 23 overs against 
Ireland on Tuesday and lost on 
comparative run-rate, then saw the 
rain foil again on Wednesday, forcing 
. an abandonment when they were 5.2 
overs into their reply to Hwig Kong's 
score of 170. 

Mulder wants to know why the ICC 
did not allow two days for the last eight 
group matches, as will be the case for 
the semi-finals and finals. 

“It doesn't matter about the first 
round so much because there are only 
eight or nine serious teams here, the 
rest are Mickey Mouse sides on a 
glorified holiday." Mulder said. 


He is also astonished that the ICC 
has scheduled its tournament dinner 
for the eve of such an important game. 
“It is in the rules for the ICC Trophy 
that each team must attend the 
tournament dinner, so my players are 
going to be returning to the hotel after 
midnight and have to be up at six 
o’clock to travel to the ground," he 
complained. 

“It’s cray organisation. There are 
people here more interested in meeting 
the Kmc than playing cricket." 

REMAINING FIXTURES: Today: Group E Kenya </ 
Scotland; Denmaft v Canada. Graup F: Bangladesh v 
Hotand. Ireland v Hong Kong. April ft SwnMlnal: 
winners group E v nmnereup grt* 4 > F. Aprs ft Sen* 
fire* mnners group F v nmnere-up group E. April 10: 
OHdpiace ptayofl April 1ft Anal. 



TELEVISION CHOICE 


A round we go once more 


he 

die 


A Golfer’s Travels Wilh Peter AIllSS 
BBC2.8.00pm • 

Pieter Aliiss 
last _ 
formula __ 

celebrity chat show with the fairway and green 
replacing the studio sola and guests who tend not 
to be drawn from the usual run of chat show 
fodder. Refreshingly, none of those who appear 
tonight is there to promote a new book or film. 
They include Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, who may be a 
modest golfer but hardly deserves AUiss’s 
somewhat patronising dismissal of her technique. 
“What a strange game you women play!" was no 
doubt intended as a jocular aside, but you can 
sense the feminist outrage. Aliiss is. however, 
impeccably correct with the Duke of York, a 
relative newcomer to the game but fast reducing 
his handicap. 

The Grand 

nV. 9.00pm 

A five-5 tar hotel in Manchester at the end of the 
First World War is the setting for television's latest 
excursion into period drama. This is a well-tried 
genre and The Grand shows every sign of sustain¬ 
ing its popularity. Those who remember Upstairs 
Downstairs (currently being rep eate d on satellite) 
will find enjoyable echoes in the master-and- 
servant relationship between the management and 
the staff. But at the heart of the story is the hotel's 
precarious financial state and the struggle of the 
husband and wife owners (Michael Siberry and 
Julia St John) to keep it afloat. Mark McGann 
plays the nasty brother who has the money to save 
the hotel but only on his own outrageous terms. 
Russell T. Davies’s script combines plenty of inci¬ 
dent with a fed for the social tensions in a Britain 
still coming to terms with the horrors of the war. 

Silent Witness: Friends Like These 
BBC1,10.00pm 

The final two-parter of the current series opens 
with the discovery of an old woman, battered to 
death on a piece of waste ground. The corpse is 
soon on the mortuary slab and under the searching 
of Amanda Burton’s Dr Ryan. The camera. 
Ty. is more discreet Peter Lloyds script is 



Amanda Burton stats (BBC1,10pm) 


a standard whodunnit with a suspert (an alcoholic 
loner with a record of violence) so obvious that you 
are immediately convinced that he cannot possibly 
be the murderer. Although Dr Ryan has moved in 
with Detective Superintendent Ross (Mick Ford), it 
continues to be the sort of love affair where' the 
couple cannot even shape up for a cuddle before the 
telephone rings. Television policemen are never 
allowed to be off duty for long. Tn that case, you 
may wonder, why bother to show their private life 
at all? 

Grand National Tales 
BBC2.930pm 

Tomorrow's 150th Grand National is the cue to 
rummage in the archives and recall great moments 
in the company of jockeys, trainers and Desmond 
Lynam. though not that chap in the bowler ha: 
who failed to start die 1993 race. Even to those who 
barely follow racing many of the stories will be 
familiar, though this is no reason for not 


them _ - — 

Dick Francis and the Devon Lodi mystery. Bob 
Champion coming back triumphantly from cancer 
and the triple triumph of Red Rura. We meet the 
man (you may have noticed him) who manages to 
walk out each year with the jockeys and a solicitor 
who can solemnly recite where every horse fell 
since die 1960s. And. not least, there is the chance 
to relish again David Coleman's wonderful Ain tree 
kaO/fniM ^ Peter Waymark 


e _But the film is more thana rehash'o? 

'rands and the Devon Loch 


eye of An 
thankfully 


RADIO CHOICE 


Paths of Inspiration 
Radio 2.7.00pm 

During the past few weeks. Trinidad-born Trevor 
McDonald has been interviewing blade men and 
women whose lives, he says, have influenced 
millions. Millions of blacks? Millions of blades 
and whites? Both, I think, and in equal measure. 
Some of his subjects were prosdytisers in the cause 
of equality between races. Some were fuelled by 
passion, others not In this series, McDonald has 
shown that, either because of his own experience or 


Today! 

in the 1960s. made tip a third of die Supremes. She 
suggests, more than actually declares, (he extent of 
her identification with her fellow blacks. 


RADIO 1 


7-OOboi Mark Radcftte 9-00 Dave Peace 12.00 Jo Whfey 
ZOOpnt Kicky Campbell 400 Kerin Greening 6.15 Nswsbesl 
8.30 Roger Sanchez— Essential Selection 10,00 One In the 
Jungle 12J» Radio 1 Rap Show with 7Vn Weajwcod 3.00am 
Charte Jordan 


RADIO 2 


ftOOaoi Saah Kenned/ 8J35 Wake Up to Vltogwi 1000 Ken 
Bruce 1UD Jimmy Young 130 Defable Thrower-3.00 Ed 
StonertfiLOS John Dunn 7.00 Paths of Inspiration. See Choice 
-15/5) 7 JO Friday Night te Music N^rit From the Com 
Exchange. Mng^bmtUO Listen to the Band 10-OOjShfftegf, 

***** -x* 1 SrtOBs Tune 1 'M aflatoToday £430The 


Hear and Now 

Radio 3.10.00pm _ 

The London Sinfbnietta long ago passed the stage 
where it had to prove it was among the most 
innovative ensembles in the land. Nonetheless, 
from time to time, it still exercises musical muscles 
we didn’t suspect it possessed. This concert 
demonstrates the feet. Recorded as part of the 
State of the Nation weekend in February, at the 
South Bank in London, it is a fully amplified affair, 
complete with electric guitars, saxophones, and foil 
drum-kit. If you insist that 1 identify a highlight, 
then I will plump for Django Bates's new work, 
getting ite broadcasl premiere. It is Some More 
Upset, and Bates’s Human Chain instrumentalists 
jom his keyboard and the Sinfonietta in 
performing it. Peter DavaOc 


WORLD SERVICE 


A! times tn BST News on the hour. 5J0aoi Enope Today 
8 l 30 Europe Today 7.15 Wctld Today 7.30 MerHan Books 
8.15 On the Shad 830 Composer ot the Month 9.10 Pause tor 
Though! 9.15 Wining A Tuna SJ30 Tommy Vance 1005 
Business 10.15 Live From the Archive HL30 BBC Engfish 
1045 Sport 11.30 Disotway 1ft30 NogttoouesIZASF.O.O.C 
1.06 Business 1.15 Britan Today 1.30 Record News 1.45 
Sport 305 Outlook 300 Mutotrack XPtess 4.05 sport 4.15 
Turning A Tune 4 30 John Real 5no Eucpa Today $M 
Buaneas 545 Britain Today 6.15 World Today 830 Record 
News R45 Sport 7J0 Reports from the Sflk Road aJXIOuttook 
8L25 Pause tor Thought 800 John Peel 1005 Business 10.1S 
Britain Today 11 20 MericfiaA Bocks 1830 World TodayT846 
■- -- 1.30 Tutting a 

■3L30 Ftocus on Faith 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


SOOan Morning Reports 600 The Breakfast Programme 9.00 
The Magazine 1200 Midday with Mair 2.00pm Ruscoe on Rve 
from Alntrae: indudes the 2.35. 3.10 and 3.45 4.00 John 
Invardale Nationwide 700 News Extra 735 Alan lean’s 
SpoitaMk 800 Friday Sport WBH John Minay. Rugby League: 
Super League. Leeds v Wigan Tennis: Britain's Davis Cip 
match against Zimbabwe 10.00 Briui Hayes’s Section Night 
1200 After Hours 2O0am Up A« Night 


TALK RADIO 


5L00em Chris Ashley and Sandy Warr 7.00 Paul Ross 900 
Scott Chisholm 1200 Lorraine Kelly 200pm Tommy Boyd 
4.00 Owetime. with Peter Deetey 7.00 Moz Dee's Sport aj jne 
1 (LOO Mike Aten lOOaro Ian Coffins 


6.00am On Air, with Andrew MacGrajor Includes 
Prokofiev (Overtire on Hebrew Thames, Moscow 
Contemporary Musfc Ensemble); Schubert 
(Symphony No 6 in C): Shostakovich (Prelude and 
Fugue. Op 87 No 4); (Debussy (La Met); 
Mendelssotn (Overture; The Hebrides, RngaTs 
Cave); Bach (St John Passion); Bartok (Piano 
Concerto No 2) 

9-00 Morning Collection, with Penny Gore. Rameau 
(Las Fleurs); Haydn (Piano Trio Century); Loews 
pte Lotosbtome); Milhaud (Symphony No 1) 

10.00 Musical Encounters, with Stephanie Huqhes. 
Includes Saht-Saens (Ceflo Concerto No'l in A 
minor): Sibelius (Two Partsongs, Op 65); Larsson 
(Pastoral Suite, Op 19) Telemann (Die NachL Die 
Tageszeiten); Haydn (Symphony No T01 in DE, 
Clock); Strauss (Der Hosenkavalief) 

12.00 Composer of me Week: Amy Beach. Chris 
VVfnes looks a the final years ol tha composer's 

We. Includes Beach (Summer in New Hampshire; 
Five tmprcwteatons; CabBdo. excerpt Pastorale) 

1 . 00 pm News; Bristol Lunchtime Concert The first 
of a new series. A concert given last month in St 
George's. Brandon H»l. Bristol, by Ian Bosttidge. 
tenor, and Jirftos Drake, piano. Poulenc (Tel Jour. 
Telle NuS); Britten (Winter Words; French Folk 

2.00 ^ Rests and Ptsy. Musicians reveal what it 
rs like to be a member of an orchestra. Includes 
the BBC Symphony Orchestra, under Andrew 
Davts. Elgar (Pomp and Circumstance March No 
3 mC minor) 

2.15 Music Restored Andrew Maize introduces the 
second of two programmes in which the New 
London Consort, with Catherine Bott, soprano, 
Christopher Robson, countertenor, and Michael 


405 Business 4.15 Sport 400 Europe Today 4^45 Oil the Shelf 


CLASSIC FM 


4O0am Mark Griffiths 7OO Mika Read 9JO0 Soto Gold 
Classics KMX) Henry KeJy 1.00pm Concerto. Cart Czerny 
(Piano Concerto in A minor, Op 214) 340 Nk* Bailey 7.00 
Classic Newsnight 7.30 Sonata. Mozart (Hute Sonata In B flat* 
major) ftOO Evening Concert. Bertiaz (Herald in Italy); Rodrigo 
(ConctetodeAranfusz): Beethoven (Symphony No 4 In B (1st 
major. Op 60) 10.00 Michael Mappin 2.00am Concerto (r) 


VIRGIN RADIO 


6O0am (toss ‘n‘ Jono's Breakfast Experience 10.00 Graham 
Dene 1.00pm Jeremy Clark 400 Nicky Home 700 Paul Coyts 
(FM)/Robin Banks (AM) 10.00 Alan Freeman 1200 Mark 
Forrest 200am Howard Pearce 


George, bass-baritone, under Philip Pickett, 
perform chamber cantatas by Tetemann (ri 
3.00 Mining the Archive. Lao Black looks at the 
collection of BBC recordings of the music of 
Johannes Brahms. Includes performances by 
Thomas Hemsley. Robert Tte. Pamela Bowden, 
Jennifer Eddy, Anne Coffins, Roger Vlgnoies, 
Ernest Lush and James Lockhart 
5-00 Music Machine. Sarah Walker returns to Warwick 
Castle in search of domestic music-making from 
the Victorian era 

5.15 In Tune, with Andrew Green. Includes Haydn (The 
Heavens are Telling, The Creation); Kreister 
(Tambourin Chlnois); Beethoven (Variations on 
Buie Britannia); Brahms (Variations on a Theme of 
Haydn, St Antoni Chorale) 

7-30 Royal Scottish National Opera, under Paul 
Danfei. With John Cushrig. darinaL Uve from 
Usher Hal). Edinburgh. Featuring the world 
premiere ot James MacMillan's clarinet concerto. 
Nmtan, Schubert (Overture: Fierrabras) &2S Book 
of the Month; Noam Chomsky —a Lite in Dissent. 

RctoertF. Bar sky ( 1 / 12 ) a*5 Concert Part 2. 
Niateen [Symphony No 5) 

9 -39 The Sound of Masks. In the last programme cf 
the series. Sir Peter Hall discusses the masks. 
used in his own productions 
9.45 Taking the Wind Out of Opera. Arias from 
Mozart arranged lor wind instruments tw Rain® 
ScholtstSdt and Steve Martland 
10.00 Hear and Now. See Choice 
12.15am Composers of the Week: Mozart (r) ;'v. 
1.00 Through the Night Includes 2L40 Vivaldi (Jtifitha 
Twmphans); Lutosiawsk) (Paganni Variations) 
3.40 Schubert and Chopin songs 4J0 
Mendelssohn (Symphony No 3) 


RADIO 4 


5.55M1 Shipping Fpr^cartJLW) 6.00 News Briefing 

toy 6-30 

Ro 5 d to Do *™' ^ Loyn (2/2) 

10-00 New* Out of the Black Bag: Women's 
Trouble* . Qae Jenkins looks back at the 
^ P^HS Britain. 

mdudttig what to do with unwanted ptegrwwies 

^«ftrt2 nd * t ^S^S assc J ,chiklbirt h Itself (2/4) 

10.00 An Act of Worship (LW) 

10.1 S On This Day (LW) ' 

2^22 SSTSEl* ™*L T >Sylvia ^Horn 

Pf ° 5W Pre3ented ^ 

12J» You and You**. Consuner news and 
current affatos with Mark Whittaker 

S! 

loo ^?? ^-^- 5S .3^PPin9 Forecast 
100 a,^r ,m00n Sh, “* W#h LBurt® Taylor 

*•“ “a*™ amasses 

nf and , 5808 m exhibition 


'Sir Arthur 
land 


5.00 PM, with Charlie Lae-Poltar and Chris Lowe 5JO 
Shipping Forecast 5^5 Weather 
640 SfxO'Oock Nam 

B-30 Going Places. David Stafford reveals more Ideas 
lor things to do this weekend 
7,00 News 7.05 Tbe Archers 
7.20 Ptck of the Week. Chris Serie presents hrs 

selection of extracts (ram BBC raefio and television 
6.05 Any Questions? Jonathan Dimbieby chairs the 
topical debate from Knighton. Powys, WBh 
Margaret Beckett. Shadow Secretary of State tai 
Trade and Industry; Stephan Dorrefl. Secretary of 
Stare for Health; Archy Kirkwood, Liberal 
Democrat Chief Whip, and Dafydd Wigtey. leader 
erf Plaid Cymru 

650 Umrfere’s Children. An exploration of the way art 
and technology have Intertwined over the past 
century of film. Christopher Cook looks at the 
transitton from sflertf films to the talkies (r) 

6.1S tatter iron America. Another sfice of Sfe 
Statesde from Afistafr Cooke 
940 Kaleidoscope Feature. Nigel Andrew in 

conversion with TVn Burton, the director of Mars 
m I?}!?'***** 1 Edward Sdssorfiands (r) 

10.00 The World Tonight, with Robin Lusfa 

10- 45 The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, 

by Prank O Conno r. The second of two parts read 
by Barbara Brennan 

11 - °° Week Ending. The comedy sketch show with 

Sally Grace ana the team 

with Patrick Hannan and Quests 
^ Joanna Pkmock (4/5) (r) 

12JW Nem 12J0 The Late Book: The' 

5*2- By Jain Banks. Read by, 

McFaddan (&10) 

1i4B Shipping Forerest 1.00 As World Service 


902-92^4. RADIO 4;FM92>. 

CLASSIC FM. FM 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO FX<inL SEmVICE MW 648; LVV 106 (lSL45-5^5am). 

T^JiWtmyd radio MW 10W. 

Gregory and John McNamara. r * wr u * 8f ' Hughes, Rosam«y Smith. Sum Thomson, Jane 
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Nagging suspicion that a star has been bom 


D ay five of Channel 5. a 
fitting moment to unveil 
.one of its more credible 
scheduling weapons. So, for the 
millions of you who presumably 
missed Nancy Lam. ler me fill you 
m. Nancy Lam is a cook and after 
last nightls debut a television cook. 
Television cooks mean only one 
thing: gimmicks. 

The problem is finding a new 
one. She's plumpish, but nothing 
to rival the Two Fat Ladies . She's 
oriental, which presumably is why 
BBC2 is defensively running re¬ 
peats of Ken Horn directly against 
her. She berates her siienr hus¬ 
band and sous-chef. in a manner 
that Fanny Cradock would un¬ 
doubtedly approve of; and she's 
rude to the customers in her 
restaurant, although surely not 
even Keith Floyd can have mopped 
down a diner’s glistening brow 
with the punter’s own tie. 

So far. so precedented. What 
does that leave? Born in Singapore 


to an Indonesian mother and a 
Chinese Father, lam has an accent 
thar now and again renders her 
totally incomprehensible (was 
■’yam-yam" an ingredient or a 
culinary assessment?). But then so. 
too did that French-Canadian 
chef, who occasionally popped up 
in the afternoon to go four courses 
with the English language. Then 
there's her laugh, which is loud 
and memorable.. .just like Rusty 
kee's on TV-am. All of which 
leaves. I think, only her spectacles, 
which are big. blue and magically 
never steam up. Anybody remem¬ 
ber any other myopic television 
chefs? With built-in de-misters? 

Lam explained last night that 
there was nothing wrong with nag¬ 
ging her spouse “He's my hus¬ 
band, I’m allowed to give him a 
hard time — and he’s allowed to 
give me a hard time too." But not. 
apparently, on her show. All the 
much put-upon Ben did was say 
goodbye. And all the chopping. 


The cooking — which one hopes 
is still the important bit — ap¬ 
peared relatively straightforward 
and made encouraging use of 
packets and jars, the sort of thing 
that Lam repeatedly assured us 
could be found in “any oriental 
supermarket". But unless you feel 
up to mimicking her accent at the 
counter, it might be a help if one or 
two of die more exotic ingredients 
were captioned. As indeed it might 
be if some of her pearls of oriental 
wisdom were, too. It's OK to 
dream when grinding peanuts, but 
not when cutting carrots. Makes 
some sort of sense, I suppose. 

W hich is more than can be 
said for Mad About 
Machines (Channel 41. 1 

cant quite decide whether it was 
bad or simply unexpected. Mal¬ 
colm Hemley. you see. sounded 
like a man after my own heart — 
his two passions in life are trees 
and Dennis lawnmowers. Passion 


REVIEW 



Matthew 

Bond 


might be a bit strong in my case, 
but I've been known to hug a hazel 
or two in my rime and ever since a 
formative experience with a disem¬ 
bodied lawnmower engine at a 
country show (sans roller, sans 
blades, it still chugged bravely 
away) I’ve been able to see a 
certain beauty in grass-cutting too. 
But while I take such pleasures 
vicariously, Hemley — his Dorset 
home surrounded by acres of 


lawned and wood garden — lives 
them. Cue sunny days, gleaming 
machines and Peter Gabriel sing¬ 
ing “I’m just a lawnmower.you tell 
me by the way l walk"? 

Not a bit. Cue a very mournful 
and not particularly well shot film, 
that included the memorable ques¬ 
tion “Do you ever think about life 
after your mother dies?" Hemley 
did, but not much (“Iti have to do 
my own washing"). He had more 
important things on his mind: “If I 
can get most of my raking done 
today, I will be very pleased." 

What Taghi Aimrani’s film ap¬ 
peared to be suffering from was a 
bad case of season-lag. Here we 
were, basking in the sunniest 
Easter for years and there were 
Am Lrani and Hemley lost in the 
mist and murk of autumn. Some¬ 
where in all that mist and murk 
they also managed to lose most of 
the mowers. Hemley apparently 
has 32 of them, but we saw just 
two: one that worked splendidly 


and one — his first machine — that 
didn't work at all. The rest were 
hidden away under sacking in a 
very dark Nissen huL Not ideal in 
a film about lawnmowers. 


A mirani’s film, however, was 
no longer about lawn- 
mowers. He had been 
distracted by the obvious paihos 
potential in a middle-aged man 
who devotedly nursed hts father 
until his death three years ago and 
who now lives with his elderly but 
doling mother. Hemley, like any 
enthusiast whose interest has be¬ 
come an obsession, was a soft tar¬ 
get and surely deserved more ihan 
to be cast as a grass-cutting version 
of J.R. Hanley, as he rried to track 
down the vital pan — an ML Mag¬ 
neto. type CMAK — that would get 
that first Dennis (a birthday gift 
from his father) back on the lawns. 
This being real life, and not an 
advertisement for Yellow Pages. 
there was no happy ending. 


No happy ending either for 
Original Sin (rTV). but certainly a 
devilishly complicated one. In the 
best traditions of the genre, the 
baddie turned out to be the least 
likely of the original suspects in the 
inaptly named Innocent House 
and the motive turned out to be 
firmly anchored in the past. As we 
had spent nvo-and-a-half episodes 
floundering around in the present, 
this was a little frustrating — and 
not just for Commander Dal- 
gliesh. 

But while we were left wonder¬ 
ing how the guilty party could die 
in seconds from self-inflicted 
bums (it always takes hours in £R 
or Casualty and various other 
eccentricities of plot (why had 
Esme Carling so conveniently told 
her young neighbour everything?) 
there is no doubt that Thursday 
nights will be all the poorer for 
having (TV's latest whodunnit so 
stylishly resolved. Still, dare say 
there'll be another one along soon. 


6.00am Business Breakfast (44907) 

7.00 BSC Breakfast News (T) (49365) 

9.00 Breakfast News Extra (T) (8255839) 

9.20 Style Challenge (3776704) 

9.45 KHroy (2304452) 

10-30 Can’t Cook. Won’t Cook (91655) 

11.00 News (T) and weather (4927487) 

11.05 The Really Useful Show (9397276) 

11.35 Change That (671 1 452) 

12.00 News (T) Regional News and weather 
(4521655) 

12.05pm Call My Bluff (5173384) 

1235 Good Living (9904655) 

1.00 Hews (7) and weather (6122655) 

1.35 Regional News (50622758) 

1 >45 The Weather Show (39032346) 

1.50 Neighbours (7) (22969094) 

Z15 Cohanbo: A Matter of Honour With 
Peter Falk as the detective on holiday in a 
Mexican resort, whose peace is disrupted 
by a murder involving the world ol bull¬ 
fighting (4810704) 

3JO Mouse and Mole (9914346) 335 
Playdays (6218636) 155 Bocfaer and 
Badger (6379742) 4.10 Ace Ventura: Pet 
Detective (8309655) 4.35 Clarissa 

Explains It Ail (7631655) 5.00 Newsround 
(T) (5382704) 5.10 Blue Peter (T) 
(8481425) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (I) (225181) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (87) 

&30 Regional News (839) 

7.00 Big Break Snooker 3tars Steve Davis, 
David Roe and Alain Robldoux accept 
Jim Davidson's challenge (T) (2758) 

7.30 Top of the Pops presented by Mark 
Radclitt and Marc Riley (7) (723) 

8.00 Porridge Fletch lands himselt in the 
prison hospital, sharing a ward with old 
Blanco. Classic comedy, with Ronnie 
Baker and David Jason (r) (I) (5278) 
&30A Question of Sport Joining David 
. -Colerrian and team c^tejins Ally McCorst 

arid John Panott this week are national 
hunt jockey Richard Dunwoody, world 
speedway champion Bflfy Ham ill. 

_ . cricketer Robert Croft and Rangers and 
Scottish international Stuart McCall (T) 
(7013) 

9.00 News (T) and weather (6669) 
10-00 S35M Silent Witness Sam and 
tgjffiS g ga Peter's unlikely budding 
romance is put on hold when b brutal and 
apparently random murder demands 
" noth their attention. Amanda Burton and 
Mick Ford star (428636) 

11X50 High Plains Drifter (1973) starring and 

M directed by Clint Eastwood. A mysterious 
stranger rides Into Lago, a small frontier 
town in the American southwest He is 
provoked into a fight where he kills three 
men. The townsfolk beg him to become 
(her sheriff as they live in tear of an armed 
gang (T) (59555704) 

12.30 The George Raft Story (1961, b/w) 
mm Biography of the Hollywood tough guy, 
BjUJllI charting his beginnings as a hoofer with 
gangland connections to his heyday as 
one of the stiver screen's most feared 
lough guys. Starring Ray Danton. Joseph 
M. Newman directs (442785) 

2.15am Weather (3424853) 


Video Plus* and the Video PtusCodas 
The numbers next to eaO\ TV programme 
tetinq are Video Ph*Code“ numbers, wWch 

. 3 ____uiilsn rpMder 


6.00am Managing Public Services: All 
Change? (2551365) 625 The Dynamics 
at Teams (2563100) 6.50 Bulls. Bears 
and Chsxa Shops ( 1372177) 7.15 See 
Hear Breakfast News (835527B) 7.30 
Secret Life of Toys (2830013) 7.45 The 
Raccoons (4434908) 8.10 Wacky Races 
(33318101 8.30 Young People's Specials 
Andrew (79433) 9.00 Actrv-3 (3787810) 

9.25 Sweet Valley High (3773617) 9.50 
Furmybones (6562365) 10.00 
Telletubbtes (49407) 10.30 Babar 

(99297) 11.00 The Young Indiana Jones 
Chronicles (23655) 

12.30pm Working Lunch (52461) 1.00 Secret 
Life ol Toys (20649182) 1.15 A-Z of Food 
(22770452) 1-25 Alias Smith and Jones 
(2687636) 

2.15 Racing from Aintree Julian Wilson 
introduces the second day ol the 1997 
Grand National Meeting. Including the 
226; 3.10 3.45 and 4.20 races 
(85848278) 4.45 A-Z ot Food (9222029) 

4.55 Esther With school inspector 
Gervase Phinn (9015433) 5.30 Today's 
the Day (988) 6.00 The Simpsons 
(462568) 

6.25 Star Trek Mercenary opportunist Harry 
Mudd programmes an arxioid to take 
control ot the Enterprise frj (T) (245742) 

7.10 Pole to pole Michael Palm's journey 
through southern Attica is beset by minor 
mishaps — but he has shocking news on 
his arrival in Johannesburg (r) (T) 
(953128) Followed by Video Nation 
Election Shorts 

84)0 gg3KgFg| A Goffer's Travels with 
C &gf s* 3i i Peter AlBss A six-part series 
in which Alllss travels the world in search 
of diverse golfing locations (6520) 

830 Gardeners’ World Alan Titcttmarsh lays 
the groundwork for his butterfly garden at 
Barieywood, Stephen Lacey goes to 
Holland to explore the Dutch passion for 
perennials and Roy Lancaster checks out 
the amazing wealth of garden plants in 
South Africa (T) (5655) 

9.00 Rab C Nesbitt Trouble looms in the 
7 Nesbitt household as Rab realises he's 
not in love with Mary (r) (T) (4907) 



the video PlusCode tor programme you 
wish to record. Videaptus + r) .Wu « ” d a < A 
and Video Programmer are trademajxs or 

Gemstar Development Ltd. 


Desmond Lynam at Aintree (9.30pm) 

9.30 Ra»3i ficl) Grand National Tates On the 
KgSgasa eve ol 150th Grand National, 
Desmond Lynam looks at foe horses 3nd 
jockeys who have made their names in 
foe worid-lamous race (T) (10346). Video 
Nation Shorts (462487) 

10.30 Newsntght presented by Jeremy 
Paxman (T) (50758) 

11.30 Space: Above and Beyond An 

underground rad goes badly wrong — 
and it's only Damphousse's amazing 
intuition which keeps foe soldiers alive 
(420549) 

12.15am This Life (r) (T) (6183834) 

1.00 Later Presents the Beautiful South (r) 
(8097747) 

2.10-2.15 Weather (17259) 


6.00am GMTV (6845100) 

9J25 Chain Letters (T) (2035636) 

9.55 London Today (T) 

10.00 The Time, the Place (21471) 

10.30 This Morning (T) (61266471) 

1220pm Regional News (I) (9990452) 

12.30 News (T) and weather (9990452) 

12.55 Our House (9908471) 1.25 Home and 

Away (T) (64377346) 1.50 Murder. She 
Wrote (2535181) 2.50 Garden Calendar 
(5173742) 

3.20 News (T) (7825742) 326 Regional News 
(7) (7824013) 

320 Rosie and dim (6361723) 3.40 Slim Pig 
(9929278) 3.50 Cartoon Time (9918162) 
4.00 Zzzap! (5400636) 4.15 Jumanji (T) 
(8393094) 4.40 Crazy Cottage (B446094) 
5.10 A Country Practice (1757723) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (571487) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (459094) 

6.25 HTV Weather (798520) 

&30HTV News (1) (907) 

7M Emmerdale The Dingles venture into foe 
transport business. Frank coni roots Chris 
over Defrayal (T) (4926) 

7.30 Coronation Street Derek finds himself 
driven to distraction and Fiona is 
surprised when Steve turns up on her 
doorstep unannounced (?) (891) 

8.00 The BUI Jarvis and Rawton investigate a 
ram raid and foe shop owner discovers 
trial having a trophy wile will cost him 
more than just money (T) (7966) 

8^0 You’ve Been Framed! (r) (2181} 




CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

12£Spm-1.25 A Country Practice (9903471) 

1.50 Savannah (2535181) 

250-3.20 Our House (5173742) 

5.10-5.40 Shortfand Street (1757723) 
6.25-7.00 Central News (593891) 

10.40 Central Weekend Live (4488933) 
12.10am Weekly Work! News (3613018) 

12.35 Funky Bunker (7129308) 

1.35 Baywatch (4060969) 

2.35 Cyber Cafe (3097747) 

3.00 Collins and Maconie’s Movie Club 
(46681105) 

32S Dating the Enemy (4892124) 


: : ' YKsrcovvrm 


As HTV West except 

12.55 Home and Away (9906471) 

1.25 Emmerdale (70973365) 

1.55 Blue Heelers (1543907) 

2.4 5-320 Gardeners' Diary (4451094) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (1757723) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (12636) 

10.40 Film: The Gauntlet (88971162) 


Julia St John, Michael Stbeny (9.00) 

9.00 Ifui/uncl The Grand New period 
drama series set in a luxury 
hotel after foe Second World War. With 
Tim Heaty, Susan Hampshire and Mark 
McGann (T) (5907) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (78704) 

10.30 HTV News (T) and weather (537159) 

10.40 Hotel (840094) 

11.15 At the Albert (316636) 

12.15 Box Office America Jazz pianist and 
godfather of British modem jazz, Stan 
Tracey and he quartet at the "Atoert" 
music pub in Bristol (3612389) 

1140 Murder by Night (1989) with Robert 

m Uriah, Kay Lenz and Michael Ironside. 
The only witness to a vidous murder is 
knocked unconscious at foe scene, 
sutiering from amnesia the police are 
keen for him to remember the gnsty 
details Directed by Paul Lynch (701940) 
2J20am Club Notion (5345230) 

3.20 Funky Bunker (8779327) 

4.20 Collins and Maconies Movfe Chib (r) 
(30388414) 

4.50 Reeoffections (21626308) 

5.00 Coronation Street (r) (T) (28308) 

5.30 News (70853) 


As HTV West except 
1226-125 A Country Practice (9908471) 

1.55 Savannah (2543100) 

2.50 Go WUd In foe Country: The Making of 
Wind in the Willows (5173742) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (1757723) 
6.00-7.00 Meridian Tonight (126361 

10.30 Meridian News and Weather (961181) 
10.45 Highlander (166510) 

11.40 A406 (375520) 

12.10am Campus Cops (9567150) 

5.00 Fteescreen (28308) 


As HTV West except 
12 J5-1.25 A Country Practice (9908471) 

1.55 Savannah (2543100) 

2.5O-3J0 Liza's Country (5173742) 

5.10-5-40 Shortland Street (1757723) 
625-7 M Anglia New* (593891) 

10l 4O Film: The Gauntlet (88971162) 


Starts: &00em Sesame Street (37617) 7.00 
The Big Breakfast (32075) 9.00 Bewitched 
(88181) 9.30 Sister Sister (8900029) 9.55 
HanguV with Mr Cooper (7358617) 1020 
Crystal Maze (7655988) 11 20 Earthworm 
Jim (4825433) 11.45 The Pink Panther 
(6357636) 12-00 Fresh Pop (4514365) 
12.05pm California Dreams (9609617) 12-30 
Coflectors' Lot (74167) 1.00 Slot Meffhrin 
(323445101 1.15 Slot Synladau Sag 

(37394015) 1.30 FHm: The Three Musketeers 
(B3453013) 3.50 Fresh Pop (9916704) 4.00 
Fifteen-to-One (520) 4.30 Mad About 
Machines (704) 5.00 5 Pump (6232549) 5.15 
Mynd Drot Drol (5394549) 530 Countdown 
(384) 6.00 Newyddkm (434810) 6.05 Heno 
(460100) 6.35 Bob Yn Ddau (705810) 7.00 
Potool y Cwrn (196433) 725 Cymru Gudd 
(701758) 8.00 ODon Ddoe: Cadw Ty (8988) 

8.30 Newyddkm (2033) 9.00 To toe Ends of 
the Earth: The Transylvanian Job (3549) 
10.00 Brooksfde (76346) 10.30 The Best of 
the Last Resort (8089655) 11.35 TF1 Friday 
(903297) 1225am Robin (7738563) 12.40 
Flava (1508245) 1.15 Film: And Soon the 
Darkness (445308) 3.05 Rim: Taste of Fear 
(7758563) 430-5.55 Rim: Eye Witness 
(6097969) 


CHANNEL4 


6.00am Sesame Street The guest is Michael 
Chang (37617) 7.00 The Big Breakfast 
(32075) 9.00 Bewitched (r) (T) (88181) 
930 Sister Sister frj (8900029) 955 
Hangin' with Mr Cooper (r) (T) (7358617) 
1030 The Crystal Maze (r) (7655988) 
1130 Earthworm Jim ir) (4825433) 11.45 
The Pink Panther (6357636) 

12.00 Fresh Pop (4514365) 

12.05pm California Dreams (9609617) 

1230 Light Lunch with Ben Elion and Sue 
Lawrence, a tJasrerchet (65425) 

130 Pat and Mat Animation (22036618) 

1.55 Sunday Dinner lor a Soldier (1944. 

» b/w) with Anne Baxter. John Hocfiak and 
Charles Winmrtger. A comedy drama 
about a poor family liwig on a Florida 
houseboat who invite a soldier to (heir 
home. Directed by Lloyd Bacon (T) 
(42025471) 

3-30 Travelling Light Tim Grundy and Peter 
Hamilton visit Glencoe. Fort WUliam and 
the isle ot Skye (T) (623) 4.00 Fifteen-to- 
One (T) (520) 430 Countdown (T) (704) 
5.00 Ricki Lake (2704) 520 The Real 
Holiday Show (r) (T) (384) 

6.00 TFI Friday Music is provided by Depeche 
Mode. Supergrass and Texas (10278) 
7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (729549) 

7.55 Thatcher’s Children (625655) 

8.00 The Lost Gardena of Heligan (4/5) The 
foir wafled acres of the productive 
gardens (T) (8988) 

830 Brookside Mick is the bearer of bad 
news and Jimmy explains about foe baby 
(T) (2033) 

9.00 Caroline in the City Del and Caroline's 
romantic weekend is disrupted by a 
chance meeting with Del's embittered 
former wile (T) (9075) 

930 Spin CKy Mike stands in tor the mayor on 
Criss Cross, a top-rated TV shew (T) 
(15723) 


Kelsey Grammar and friend (10.00) 

10.00 Frasier A repeat of the pilot episode as 
part of a rerun of the first series of the 
comedy with Kelsey Grammer. Dr Frasier 
Craine returns to Seattle in search of a 
newstart (T) (76346) 

1030The Best of toe Last Resort A 

compilation (T) (8089655) 

1135 TR Friday (r) (903297) 

1235am Robin Adult animation (7738563) 
1230 Flava (8/8) Black muse (1508245) 

1.15 And Soon tire Darkness (1970) Pamela 

M Franklin and Michelle Dotrice star as two 
young women on a cycling holiday in 
France who tall tout of a sox maniac. 
Robert Fuesl directs (T) (445308) 

3.05 Scream of Fear (1961, htafl A Hammer 

m honor starring Susan Strasberg, directed 
by Seth Hott (775856?) 

430 Eye Witness (1956. bfw) A thriller 

n starring Donald Sinden and Nigel Stock, 
directed by Muriel Box (1381698) 
5-SOTenytoons (7530414) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00am 5 News Early (7077520) 

730 Havakazoo Magazine for pre-schoof 
children (2104278) 

8.00 Adventures of the Bush Patrol Drama 
series about a group ol younosters 
127229071 

830 Wfdeworid (2721278) 

9.00 Espresso Magazine (5894029) 

10.00 Exclusive (6039278) 

11X30 Nancy Lam Cookery with Nancy Lam 
and her husband Ben (i) (T) (2734742) 
11.00 Leeza. Chet show (9961926) 

11.50 Espresso Update (45528471) 

12.00 The Bold and the Beautiful Los 
Angeles soap (T) (2725094) 

1230pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (9609810) 

1.00 5 News Update (92639346) 

1.05 Sunset Beach (T) (6724520) 

2-00 5*8 Company Entertainment show 
(2829425) 

330 Bye Bye Birdie (1963) starring Dick Van 

» Dyke and Janet Leigh. Musical based on 
Elvis Presley's experience of foe US Army 
draft. Directed by George Sidney 
(7088636) 

530100 Per Cent Game show (1671013) 
6.00 Whittle Quiz (T) (1678926) 

630Family Affairs Nick has a surprise tor 
Chris (T) (1669278) 




Jono Coleman, Julia Bradbury (7.00) 

7.00 Exclusive News from foe world of 
entertainment presented by Jono 
Coleman and Julia Bradbury (1579162) 
730 WUdiffe SOS The work of a wildlife 
sanctuary. Featuring the desperate 
attempts to save a deer and a fox cub 
(1658162) 

830 Attractions Presented by Philippa 
Forrester and Tim Vincent, with this 
week's guest the England rugby captain, 
Phil de Glanvttte (15808IQ) 

8305 News (1574617) 

9.00 Family Business (1989) scarring Sean 

m Connery. Dustin Hoffman and Matthew 
Broderick. Implausible but entertaining 
heist caper film. Directed by Sidney 
Lumet (1182549) 

11.00 The Jack Docherty Show (9171931) 

1130 Club Class Comedy show (2876384) 
12.10am News and Sport (2178679) 

12.15 Stay Hungry (1976) with Jeff Bridges, 

m Salty Retd and Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
Comedy drama set In a bodybuilding 
gym. Directed by Bob Rafeison 
(1196969) 

2.10 Wyatt Earp: Return to 

n Tombstone (1993) with Hugh O'Brien 
and Bruce Boxieitner. The gundghter 
returns to his okf stamping ground. 
Directed by Frank MacDonald and Paul 
Landres (5045650) 

330 Burke’s Law (8500691) 

430 Prisoner Cell Block H (1200650) 

5.30100 Per Cent (2427259) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 



• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 
published on Saturday 

SKY t __ 

Mltea Moruns QkwgOOOl[*I** 
and Kuthw Lee (14278) 10 f° 

World (73346) L^JbS 

W—S-S&SS 

aaasssasasKs 

foe New Generawn 

(9065) 630 Mamed - CMMn (MOT 

7JH Simpsons (470^ 730 M A 

TaSs hanger 197X5) tOOO Mflh hedart 
(00452) 1130 Sefcia Scott (65270) 1130 
• &_ tfj,. The NB4 Generation (62075) 

w» H4 to 

i. (8638414) 

/ SKY 2 ___ 

r 

■ BS!£ = a 

(8888856) 1lJ0 U>® S’ 1 * I 6446830 ! 

1230 Hi Mh (8587293) 

1 1 SKY NEWS _ 

WortOTricte news coverage. w** 1 
ttBlKM, 24 fxvrrs ^ lisy. seven days e 


SKY MOVIES 


1030 The Wlna ■»* 9m 

pl54ft 12JM C*v*ron 099V P *^ 

(S9Z51839) lt5 7t» 

(1879) 00855029) 

tea Mums ffSS3? (29452) 7 -g p * l « *- 

a*(S«5 

rnTBsoafe (l«Tt) (923583 ASO 
riawnwi (Iflgl) (3904230) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL -. 

Wttw IH Get By 

Wat Mot? U PB?V i 47is ]> 

Honto Krfl*to 

Urettete or Ouffivw (l«9) (42WV 
raon MttWspii Bin for Tour Ufc P 9^1 


(5472312A0pm The Other totfw (1SS5) 
(84297) X30 Jo* W the Kingdom of the 
Ants 15706487) 43S PMiysterta! U 
(1994) (5334297) 6.00 Ptehymtmtel III 
C199S) (22297) 7JO UK Top 10 (2839) 
BJO Tha EntfWsnwi Who Went Op a 
HI, But Cam* Down a Uousafai ftM5) 
(18805) IOjOO VHtag* of the Damned 
C1B9S) (787817) 1140 KBBngZoe (1994) 
(BZ374ZI IJOam Pretotyp* H991) 
15053891 3JO Reform School Girt (1994) 

( 7631478 ) 4J5 The Ottar Mottor (1995) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

8.00pm Donovan** Bert f 1 ®®) 
©738)63) aoo Vk* Vena (1968) 

(8740907) 1000 Big TrouWe In UM* 
China (1988) (4731549) HASTh* 

H988) (9141891) IJOam tin i Fw 
Musketeers (1975) (1533872) 

King’s Boar (1942) (50C69143) 

TNT _ 

SLDOpmWCWtetro (699W891) 9MTam 
?SSb (1958) (09900278) 11 JO Keltfs 
(1970) (75304297) MOem Be- 
teS Barln (1962) (48761550? 
3XO&00 Tom Thumb (1958) (3302018) 

SKY SPORTS 1 __ 

sessstsssskS 

SSJJSrtirwSSitiiwi 

HJO Golfc Madam btantl 008,1 Pf®f{ 

12.00 Tennis- Dawfe CUP — 

I^doi Spote Centra |10«W 

wcco erv) Spelts CenOB 
S (800758) 9JO The 

Subw OM67723) IBM spans untie 
iTOBA 11 JO Tennte Dews Cup (646487) 
S2 Sports Cotip (553001 2J0 Hold 
JJSkpS 140650, JO Spcv), 

Centra (I3JS5) 

SltV SPORTS 2 __ 

niby DUP (J20HO1) 1 
SKY SPORTS 3 _- 

12JX , wares tees (93788297, l2J0pm 

VBto-cyatrg Wi ^l C7CBi taa 
BMtr Supreme i5795S75Bi 7.00 


BnftsPOpen—Uve 170608520) lOJOVidc- 
Cydrq Magaare 19376534C.) 11J0-12J0 
Hold the Bee*. Pago (500613461 

EUROSPORT __ 

7-30am Foottol (64452) 9JO All SptxU 
(47520, 10J0 Tnathton (13S68) 11.00 
Speed SkAWg (60568| T.OQpm M«or 
Sports (60610) 2.00 Snowboarding (65681 
2.30 Shmg II988) 3 JO hk-urtan Bttra 
(507513J0 All Sports 18843314J0 Frp&ae. 
(4452) 5 JO FoafeaH (33278) 7.00 ir,-Lne 
Sating (24433, BJO Traaw Pu*ng 
(33181) 9J0 Bwrtng (20617) 10.00 Fun 
Sports (237W1 11 JO Warn Polo (14617) 
12 . 00 -lZJ 0 wn CyclXKI 189872, 

UK GOLD __ 

7.0<1*iii Singer’* Day (1642810, 735 
Neighbours (5393487) BJO Crossroads 
(32287041B25 EestEndwc (6669926) MO 
The (1435966, BJO Oonl W» Up 
(7353697, IftOO New ihe Twer (4394520, 
10 JO The Sulivans (67866,8) 11J0 The 
HocM«dFi)es (4258704, 12.00 Crecsroads 
(1530510) 1&30pcn NepibOuro (3753^3) 
1J» EasiEndas (8639723, 1 35 TV^ Two 
Ronnies (457692612JO F« Ihe Loro ot Ada 
( 2369162 , 3J»Golc>mas)@ (371«»3l 3J0 
The Bill (2371907,4J0 All Otoiuras Groat 
aid SiTOl (5135*33) 5J0 Brace Forsyth s 
Generation Game (30243936) 6.05 €asi- 
Enders (4057346) 6.40 Are You Bong 
SavoP (19622781 720 Russ fit*at 
(5789968) 620 h Sickness and n Health 
(8295839,9J0 The Be (5I3T61719JO foe 
Chet (79754366) 1035 The Besl ot top rl 
the Pops (1667181, 1,30 7heBeap* Top 
ol me Pops (3914162) 12J0 RUt And 
(f» Watts Came Tumbllag Down 
(91074563) 1.10am RUfc Wirt to ■ 
Meatier 14252,414,2.30 Shopping al NiQM 

GRANADA PLUS 

6.00am The Kivpton Padcn (5871839) 530 
Tidde on the Turn (23565810, 8.45 Tho 
Bet (79856297) 7J0 12-3 Go' 
I9SB346) 7.15 TcUe on 
(3519487) 730 Jockson Pa* IGfflOMJ 
8.00 Ctessv CcnortBilor SHatf (5918566) 
830 FamAes (5917839) 9.00 The Piotcs- 
stonate 15953407) 10.00 foe 

GrurebtoWeclS (2734926) 1030 foe Cw*- 
t» Waltz (5997075) 11J0 W.lhm Tt«e 
WaBs (4248742) 12-00 Class -: Cu onte" 
Sireei (5911655) 1230pm FanWK 

(67548911 ii» Alfawn Man*' dJ^-58) 
130 Tha Good Life Giadfi 16753162) 2.00 
Fasl ArKrtg Equals (?735te6l 3J0 Up- 
yoirs. Dowraaus (342i^2oi 4 00 lne 




The eerie Martin Stephens and June Cowell (Movie Channel, 10pm) 


Oodot Series (8035574) 430 foe 
Grumtilewwds (2635S38) SJO foe Proles- 
siorajs (5068181) 6.00 Famikes (1380641, 
630 Classic CorcnaOon Street (7685033) 
TOO foe Doctor Series (500810,730 foe 
Cudvio Waltz (1285097) 100 Updans. 
ftwhstaKC^1^*3aCfa3scC«or)3- 
\an Stieet (340S617) 930 The Comedians 
(6774665) KUO-11 JO foe Ptotessonals 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

SJXlam Big Garage {9164384, 6.15 
Muppet Babes (7912075) 6JO foe Caie 
Bears (1442100) 7.0S Enehamed Tabs 
(66327421 735 The bSU Merniaid 
(1536723, 830 WodAi (26884251 B.48 
Quack Par* (8640758) 9.10 Brand Spann¬ 
ing New Doug (3821742) 935 Mighty 
Ducks (3331723) 10JQ God Troop 
(6644549) 1033 Darkning Duck (G64B988) 
1030 Tanon and Purnboa (3558810) 11.15 
Borwss (798033) 11.45 foe Little Merm»d 
(5460907) 12-TOpra Ouac* Attach 
(2389568) 12^0 Mouse T.acte (51993651 
1.10 Sl«» with Me Kid (1539)52, ZOO 
rajfc AladcBn I4W75) 330 Timor and 
Piwna as (,3175601 3.40 Brand Spantang 
New Doug (64986691 4J5 God TlW 
(5G31538) 430 Quart. Part, (9638520) 435 
Aiad-Ai (9667656) 530 Flash Fcnwoid 


Denrvs the Menace (204S3j BJO Batman 
186384) 830 Art Altacfc (85655) BJO Flash 
Gordon (76907) 930 Bobby’s World 
(12297, 10J00 Romuald tf» Rondos 
(91891) 1030 Robinson Sucroe (65891) 
11.00 Danger Mouse (37487) 1130 
Graved ale (32988) 12J0 Oscar’s 
Orchestra (S9471) 1230pm HaHwey 

Across the Galaxy end turn left (16013) 
1 JO By Wisy ot the Stars (47568) 130 The 
New Adventum s 0> Black Beamy (15384, 
2J0 foe Grt bom Tomonow (4988) 230 
Ocean Odyssey 12636) 3J0 Art Attack 
(6723) 330 Flash Gordon (7181) 4J0 
Batman (3988,430-5J0 The Dsh 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Non-stop cartoons from 5,00am to 
9.00pm Indude9 Tom end Jerry. Poo&m 
and The Firnswoea 

NICKELODEON _ 

6 00 am Teenape Mutant Hero Tuttles 
(41346) 030 Count DuJnJa (76933, 7.00 
Ozoxn Simian and the Space Monkeys 
(34471, 730 Tales. »om me Crypftcepei 
. (20378) BJO Bra no the IGd (48100) 830 

ie Cowell (Movie Channel, 10pm) ^ (474n, 9J0 Bugrats (38723, 

930 ftjgrats (74013, 10JO AaaW Beal 
14010297) 5AS frron and PurrPaa Monstere (943®) 1030 Doug 0*907) 
5^^«^Sky™n.rp46ttSo «-00 R«*o'» Modem lie f,9013) 1130 

taUn&fMTnBu 

Ataddln (14988) 830 Tmon end Punnaa Kenan and hsl (21487) foe 

(30,31 9.00-1030 Rcxr (BBBSD Secret WcrW ot Am Mar* (58029) 1JO 

' ' ^ 1 ' aster Siskr (33742) 130 Moesha (77100) 

FOX KIDS NETW ORK ZOO Roue the Twisi {2742, 230 foe 

” Adventures ol Ps® and Pete (TIGS) 3J0 
6.00am Three LUIe Ghosts (1964891)830 |8&4 g) 330 Aartir 1 Real 

wpedor Gadget (749W67) 7JO Samurai MonslefS , 3907 ) 4J0 seta Sater (1742) 

Pe» Cats (642089), 730 Eagle Rd« sfc.K* (7926) 5-00 Sswr Ssih 

(644 9B2B) &0Q Teenage Mutant Haro no94| 530SswSrslft (82fe| 6J0Ptass 
Tims (8868091, 830 Masted Rider Gang (8891) 830-7J0 Doug (2471) 
(88671®) fljfl Big Bad Beettefxxgs 

(8881742) 930 Pturar Rangers ZSQ TROUBLE 

[77X0461 10J0Casper (7318839, ,030 - -*-. t 

Ace Ventura (8887926) 11JO Lite wth Loie 1000 HeanbiMk hSgh (67(X»4a) 1 JOpm 

,8427575 1130 foe Tick @428907) 12J0 Madspn (4354988) 130 Sw eel Vaiey ttgh 

tnaedttie HiA (8878278,1230pm Mate (6808532, ZOO ^ngsnw (3799346) 
KorrtHl (7734162) 130 CaHomie Dreams p46775^ 3M iBjiter 

(6429162) 130 Eegle Rk»s (7733433) Glare (37011B1) 330 No Nated Flames 

ZJO Teenage Mmani Hero Turtles (2366075] 4J0 High 

(4805365) 230 Masked Rider (3571013) (2378810) 430 Hentfuro (2374094, 5J0 

3.00 Big Bad Beettoborgs (4817100, 330 Saved by the Be* (3713926) 630 CaKomti 
Power Rangers Zeo (3656758) 4J0 Casper Dreams (2365346) 6J0 _ Byte Grove 

(3562365) 430Ace Ventua (3568549) 5.00 (2458487) 630 MflCfetm (2386839) 7J0- 

Spddmsn 14896617) 530 Gcosebumps BOO Heartbreak High (9666384) 

(36550291 630-7 JO Swb* Vatey High BRAVO 

TCC ■ * ~ ~ ~ ~ 

- ■ — - 8J0pm foe New TvAgw Zone (3702810) 

6 . 00 am Road to Avcrtea (73471) 7JO BtoTte New TurfgtaZotw(3788617)930 


Tho Bummg Zone (906CS6B) lOJOTou ot 
Dufy ©665655, 11 JO FUJI: Tfw Otter 
Hell (9473146, 1Jo»> foe Burning Zone 
(4445360,2J0 Tou ot Duly ©447960,3J0 
RLK Tte Otter Hrtl (4522143,5.00 foa 
New TwOgtit Zone (5548384) 530 foe New 
Twflght Zone (8600747) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7j0pm Eroertainmert IttC (6758) 730 
ftoseajme (8656) 8J0 Roseanna (927BJ 
830 Moray Python (1013) 9 JO Cheers 
134076) 930 Tan (65365, 1030 Garry 
Shendlng (26888) 1030 Ftas*» (35636) 
11.00 Coins and Macorae's Moirie CWj 
( 84574,1130 Monty Pylhon (90649,12-00 
Nurses (69018, 1230am Soap (53989) 
1 JO Cheere (19785) 130 Tax, C5834,2J0 
Entertainment UK (87259) 230 Mows CUs 

(66766) 3.00 Frasier (99921) 3JO-4JO 
GaitY ShancSng (57016) 

THE SCj-H CHANNEL 

1 JOam foe TwHjghl Zone (1923501) 130 
Tates ot tte Unexpected (3637747) ZJO 
100 Year; ot Honor (5721650) 230 Rod 
Bering's Ngnt Galery (5740785) 3JXX00 
ftrct^rtfie ,3tf> (9719679, 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

9 JOam The JW ql Parting (3235948) 930 
Gardeners' Drary (9I53W9J IBM Stars 
and Sanftns (4392182) 1030 Our House 
(7035100) 1 IJ 30 foe PaWed House 
(5142723) 1130 This Old House (5143452) 
1MX, Tan Cat Cook (3330592) 1239pm 
Graham Kerr (5553605) 1J0 Today's 
Gcunv* (4250162) 130 Horne Agam 
(6903146) 2-00 Hamenne (3795520) 230 
Fwnajre to Go (2367704) 3JO Two'e 
Country (3714655] 330 fois OB House 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Ba- Hiril's Frshng AdvenuBS 
(2381384) 430 Bush Tudcer Man 

(2387568) SJOTreasaeHraflera (37101001 
530 Beyond 3000 (236152(9 BJO WkJ 
Thngs (4903966) 7JO Inwraon (370663Q 
730 Worriers of Weather (2388267) BJO 
JUPjssJca (9655278) 9-00 Medical Daec- 
ihrea (5235487) 830 Science Detectives 
(96S3461) 10.00 Justice Pies (9741029) 
11.00 Besl ol British (4277839, 12J0 
Oassc Wheels (40524%) 130am2JO 
foe Eriremste (7273738) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4.00pm Ancient My stenog ,1747013) 5.00 
Memories ol 1970 (7757723, 6.00 China 


RKmp (4745128) 7JO-8JO Btogrechy; 
Martin Lutfarr Kng (4342CES) 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

Win with Prto Tina twice an hou 


ity Fbrtime (101162) 630 Caichphrase 
(3711(X« 7JS SaJa ol the Century (BC6636) 
7 j 40 Give Us A Clue (196568) 830 AH 
Clued Up (721556, 9JO forousri the 
Kuyftote 045346) 935 Busman s Hoiday 
(230075) 10.05 Treasure Hum (721100) 
1130 Uw aJ JttsI S&* (570968, 12J0 
Sale o) Iho Cemury (66132) 1230m Hart 
to Han (76679) 130 MoontQhUng (91124) 
230 Ctinaly (47476) 330 AD Together Now 
(95232) 4J0-5J0 foe Fan Guy 

UK LIVING _ 

EJOam Tny Lwing (8840574) BJO 
Gla4egs end Glamour 0421B39) 9.15 
Gordon EBoit (6061278) 10JS Jerry 
Spmgn (7720655) 11JO foe Young and 
the fteslfess (6066807,1130 foe New Mr 
end Mrs Show (2341549) 1225pm Tate a 
Letter (792755921 1ZJS lempesti 
(8604520) 1.40 FKtonda (B24CH71) 230 
foe Heel Is On (9701297) 3J0 live et Three 
(20381723) 4J6 Jerry Springer (9178182) 
SJ5 lingo (799588B1) 630 Lucky Leddas 
(9795013) 6.00 > Dream of Jeamte 
(3843704,83S foe Heal Is On (2249549, 
7J5 Hearts Afire (1177384) 736 Waruaflion 
UK (2863839,8J3 FWonde (S7B3Q2B) 9J0 
FILM: Roe v Wada (B730S0111JO-12J0 
foe Sax FiK (2172471) 

ZEE TV _ 

7.00am Jaagran 730Election Special 8J0 
ZEE Caing 830 Shn Krtatoa 9.00 Pun^bi 
Fost 930 Yeedon Ke Rang 10 JO Chato 
Crema 1030 Ktffteshsn n JO Zalke Ka 
Safer 1130 HasreWfli 12-00 Andaz 
1230pm Dhoop Aik Chaon 1 JO FILM: 
Aou aten dhm 4J0 ZEE Zone Presents 
4.10 Kama! Kombnanon 4 AS Saenp Seed) 
3.15 Voung Buzz 6J0 Beef Ke 630 
ZEE and You 7 JO Shu Chafe Che 730 
Etectm Special 8J0 (tore 835 
Parampara 9.05-12.00 F8H: Takkar 

MTV _ 

The 24 hour mUsfe eftannri. haute 
news, renews, tere concert toaiage, tnta- 
vbws end the latest rmtac vfefeo eftarts 

VH-1 _ 

Tha video hits ehanneL Classic roefi and 
pop wrieos and the best new scums 































RUGBY UNION 41 


Wasps looking to 
make amends 
against Bath 



RUGBY LEAGUE 45 


Harris gets break 


with £325,000 
move to Leeds 



FRIDAY APRIL 4 1997 


England given World Cup lift 


Hoddle plans 


return to 


pole position 


From Oliver Holt, football correspondent, in katowice 


GLENN HODDLE Oew out 
of southern Poland yesterday 
afternoon over Gelds dotted 
with peasant farmers follow¬ 
ing their horses and ploughs 
and sowing their seeds by 
hand. It is time-warp territory 
down here and even the events 
of Wednesday evening took 
the England coach back closer 
to a period when things were 
more as they should be. 

Hoddle had waiched with 
32,000 baying fans in the 
renovated Slasfci Stadium as 
Poland forced Italy to drop the 
first two points of their hither¬ 
to serene World Cup qualify- - 
mg campaign by holding 
them to a goalless draw. The 
Pbles. in fact, could have 
blown group two wide open, 
but one golden scoring chance 
was wasted and the opportu¬ 
nity of victory slipped away. 

Hoddle, who joined his 
assistant, John Gorman, be¬ 
fore the game, insisted yester¬ 
day morning that he would 
have preferred Poland to win. 
But with England’s defeat by 
Italy at Wembley in February 
having ended their intoxicat¬ 
ing opening run of three 
successive qualifying victories, 
the most significant effect of 
the result on Wednesday night 
was that it left the England 
coach and his side in control of 
their own destiny once again. 

England have four matches 
left to play, of course; at home 
to Georgia at die end of this 
month, away to Poland here 
on the last day of May. at 
home to Moldova on Septem¬ 
ber 10 and, finally, the show¬ 
down with Italy in the 
Olympic stadium in Rome on 
October II. But Italy are only 
four points ahead, having 
played a game more, and their 
goal difference has not spi¬ 
ralled beyond England's 
reach. 

Hoddle was buoyed enough 
by what he saw here, by what 
he identified as isolated 
incidences of panic in the 
Italian defence and lack of 
penetration by the Poles, to 
suggest that, if he can field his 
first-choice team consistently, 
England could claim the only 
automatic qualifying place in 
group two by winning all of 


their remaining ties. “I always 
felt that there were chances 
that both ourselves and Italy 
would drop points in this 
group in games other than 
when we played each other,” 
Hoddle said, "and that that 
might decide the group. Italy 
have dropped their first two 
now and we have just got to 
make sure that the same thing 
does not happen to us. 

“It seems as though there is 
more of a fair wind blowing 
for us now. There is more 
daylight there. I have not been 
able to play anywhere near my 
strongest team yet and, if we 
can get that side out regularly, 
I believe we will be able to get 
to the finals by winning the 
group. If it comes dawn to die 
last match against Italy, then 


GROUP TWO 


PWDL 

ttafry.5 LI C 

England. 4 3 0 1 

Poland..3 111 

Oeonfti. 2 0 0 2 

Moldova .... 4 0 0 4 


RESULTS: Motdove 0 Endand 3; 
Moldwa 1 Italy 3; England 2 Poland 1; 
Italy t Geortja 0; Georgia 0 England 2; 
Pound 2 Moldova t; B^jand 0 Italy 1; 
Italy 3 Moldova 0; Poland 0 Italy 0 

MATCHES TO COME: Apr». England v 
Georara; Italy v Poland. May 31: Poland v 
En£and. Jura T: Geortfa v Moldova. 
Jum 14: Poland v Georgia. Sapt 10: 
England v Moldova; Georgia v Italy. Sept 
24; Moldova v Georgia. Oct 7: Moldova v 
Inland. Oct 11: Italy v England; Georgia v 
Poland 



ACROSS 

5 (Actors] leave stage (6) 

7 Incompetent {6) 

9 Rebound (bullet) (8) 

11 Breathe fast shallowly (4) 

12 Horse dealer fS) 

13 Tell off (6) 

15 French caft (6) 

17 Cali menacingly (dog) (5} 

19 Take meal (4) 

20 “Norall, that—, gold" 
(Gra>4<8) 

22 Of superior quality (2.4) 

23 Gatemarc type of ale (6) 

DOWN 

I of our new system of mea- 


2 Restless desire (4) 

3 Acute; elusive hard to 
grasp (6) 

4 Dispatched (4) 

A Out of the ordinary (I I) 

5 German region, has gdteau 

(5,6) 

10 Jean Baptiste—, 
landscapist (5) 

14 Counterfeit (5) 

16 Rue (6) 

18 Non-trick-winning cards (6) 

19 Caucus-race organiser (4/- 
ice) (4) 

21 Zulu regiment (4) 


sures (6) 

The solution to 1058 wffl be published Wednesday, April 9 


(UK rah) Tnt 2nd Omnibus Book of The rones 
Bwk oTIbe Tune JamboCwawonls iCrypftf C4.99 each. Hk Tones 
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NteW Sky IW tWR Iwu-rtunorK Vn. T>nrM _rmnnwh m nvmulrf IS 
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WtoetteSsaX 


the pressure might be more on 
them because they are at 
home. 

“The game away against 
Georgia will be another hard 
one for them and our match 
against Poland here will be 
difficult for us. It is a hell of a 
hard task playing over here 
because, over 4h^ 90 minutes 
against Italy, I thought the 
Poles were the better side. 

"It is a tight group, though, 
and if you look too far ahead, 
you do it at your peril. I have 
got to be guarded. We have 
just got to concentrate on 
putting our own house in 
order and taking care of our 
own results.” . 

Wojtala, the Polish centre 
back, missed tile best chance 
of the game on Wednesday 


night five minutes before half- 
time. BatuszynskTS fierce free 
kick bounced in front of Peruz- 
22 and, when it rebounded off 
the Italian goalkeeper’s chest. 
It sat up invitingly for Wojtala, 
but he could not direct his 
header downwards and nod¬ 
ded it over the bar from less 
than six yards. 

Italy, who had been the 
epitome of measured control 
and casual elegance in the first 
half an hour, seemed shaken 
by that chance and a spate of 
half-chances that fell Poland's 
way as the interval ap¬ 
proached, and Hoddle drew 
some encouragement from 
their rare display of fallibility. 

"The Italians looked a bit 
panicky in defence at times," 
Hoddle said. “Even at Wem¬ 
bley, against us, they looked a 
little bit apprehensive. Going 
forward, they failed to get 
round the back of the Poles 
and that is where so many 
diances come. 

“It is something we have to 
pay attention to when we play 
here. It is not really a case of 
me playing a winger instead of 
a wing bade, because someone 
like Graeme Le Saux has been 
outstanding in our recent 
matches and he could do that 
for us. We have got to come 
here in a positive frame of 
mind and chum out a result” 

First, of course. England 
have to overcome a Georgia 
team that only lost to a solitary 
Ravanelli goal when they 
played in Italy last October. 
After tiie injury deluge that fell 
upon Hoddle before the inter¬ 
national against Mexico last 
weekend, it wifi represent his 
first opportunity of moving 
back towards that elusive 
“strongest team" that peoples 
his dreams. 

If Alan Shearer does not 
suffer any setback in his 
recovery from a third groin 
operation, he should be fit to 
partner Teddy Sheringham in 
attack for the first time under 
Hoddle^ leadership and Sol 
Campbell, Tony Adams and 
David Beckham are also likely 
to be available for selection. 
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Super Sandy soars over The Chair in the John Hughes Trophy, run over the Grand National course, yesterday. 


National a less weighty problem 


By Richard Evans 
RACING CORRESPONDENT 


Scots remain wary, page 44 
Lynne Truss, page 46 


THE 150th Martell Grand 
National at Aintree tomorrow 
will be the most lopsided for 
years, with less than a quarter 
of the field carrying their 
proper weight. The unbal¬ 
anced look to the world’s most 
famous steeplechase became 
reality yesterday after Kim 
Bafley, trainer of Master Oats, 
declared the 19% Cheltenham 
Gold Cup winner for the 
4 * 2 -mile race and thereby eff¬ 
ectively reduced the chances of 
many of his 39 rivals. 

Master Oats will shoulder 
top weight of list 101b, 151b 
more than any other horse. 
Only nine of the 40 runners 
are carrying more than the 
minimum of ten stone. If 
Bailey had decided against 
running his horse, the weights 
would nave gone up by 151b 


and allowed another 15 horses 
into the proper handicap. In¬ 
stead, 31 horses will carry: ten 
stone — up to 281b more than 
their ability and official handi¬ 
cap rating warrants. 

In theory r ‘the bottom-heavy 
look to the weights should 
make picking the winner far 
easier, as an anticipated 15 


Aintree hazards_ 

British win In Dubai 


million people wager £65 mil¬ 
lion on the outcome. During 
the past 30 years, only two 
horses have won the race from 
“out of the handicap" — little 
Polveir in 1989 and Foinavon 
in the infamous pile-up race of 
1967. However, in practice, 
this year's race looks one of the 
most open of recent times. 

"The race looks particularly 


open despite the weights stay¬ 
ing down and any one of four 
or five horses could still start 
favourite," Ian Wassell. of 
Ladbrokes, said. “Avro Anson 
is the ‘buzz’ horse this week, 
falling from 16-1 to 9-1. and he 
could fall further as he is 
attracting public and profes¬ 
sional support” 

With warm sunshine and 
strong winds drying out the 
ground at Aintree yesterday 
and no heavy rain forecast 
before tomorrow, the likely 
fast conditions will count 
against several fended, mud- 
loving horses — notably Suny 
Bay, who is vying for 
fevouritism. 

The opening day of the 
Grand National meeting was 
packed with inddent yester¬ 
day — off-course as well as on 
it. The bomb scares which 
brought motorway traffic to a 
standstill during the morning 


contributed to two horses fail¬ 
ing to reach the course in time, 
while a police escort was 
needed for a horsebox carry¬ 
ing six runners trained by 
Martin Pipe. 

“We thought we would defi¬ 
nitely miss the first race and 
possibly the second but the 
police and everyone were su¬ 
perb and we made it in time," 
Eamon Leigh, Pipe's travel¬ 
ling head lad. said. 

On the course, David Nich¬ 
olson claimed the first day 
honours with a 196-1 treble 
achieved by Midnight Legend 
Barton Bank and Escarte- 
figue. However, three jockeys 
face a fitness struggle after 
picking up injuries during the 
John Hughes Trophy, run 
over the Grand National 
course. Carl Llewellyn. Jamie 
Evans and Robert Thornton 
were taken to Fazackerley 
Hospital for X-rays. 
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TOMORROW 
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Richard Dunwoody, 
twice winner at the Grand 
National, gives his view 
of the race. 


Colour guide to the 
Aintree runners and riders, 
and the experts’ view of 
who will win the biggest .• 
race of tiie year. ■ 
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Richard Evans on' Peter 
O’Sullevan’s last call. 
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Board stung by Wisden strictures 


By Simon Wilde 


THE Lashing that English 
cricket received from Matthew 
Engel, the editor, in the new 
edition of Wisden Cricketers’ 
Almanack met with a predict¬ 
able response from the game’s 
establishment yesterday. The 
summer game; ir declared, is 
in rude health on and off the 
field. Rather more unexpected¬ 
ly, it took the trouble to outline 
in detail the reasons why. 

These were provided in a 
statement from Tim Lamb, the 
chief executive of the newly- 
formed England and Wales 
Cricket Board, who was also 
intimately involved in the 


operations of the now defunct 
Test and County Cricket 
Board (TCCB) that so aroused 
the ire of Engel, who wrote 
that the shortcomings or the 
national team were “merely 
the superficial expression of a 
Tar deeper mess". 

Lamb gave several reasons 
for optimism, stating that 
there are more young cricket¬ 
ers in Britain than ever before, 
that investment in the domes¬ 
tic game is at a record level 
and that revenues from ticket 
sales, broadcasting and spons¬ 
orship deals are strong. 

Only one of. his points, 
however, addressed results on 
the field, which is where 


England have been so feeble. 
Lamb emphasised the success¬ 
es of the England A and 
Under-19 teams but their re¬ 
sults only appear to confirm 
that mismanagement may 
have a hand in the failures at 
higher level. 

“Cricket is thriving In this 
country and the general level 
of interest in the game has 
never been higher," Lamb 
said. “All this hardly points to 
a game in crisis. However, we 
do accept that it is inevitable 
that the game will he judged to 
a large extent by the perfor¬ 
mances of the national side 
and we accept that our results 
at Test level need to improve." 


Engel, responding to the 
wide publicity given to his 
editorial notes in Wisden. 
which was published yester¬ 
day, said: “i do not think I was 
being especially controversial 
— 1 think 1 was stating the 
obvious. The job of Wisden is 
to put things into perspective. 
We take a step back and rry to 
see the game In a historical 
context 

"The feet is . that English 
cricket is in a particularly 
catastrophic state. I don’t 
think I have been anything 
like as hysterical as some of 
the stuff which has appeared 
in national newspapers in 
recent years." 


How do you feel 
about your 
phone bill ? 


Time to test tennis revival’s depth 


By Aux Ramsay 


THE much-publicised resur¬ 
gence of men's teams in Great 
Britain feces Its sternest test to 
date as David Uoyd and his 
troops meet Zimbabwe in the 

at Crystafpalace. Robbed by 
injury of Tim Henman and 
Greg Rusedski Uoyd. the 
captain, has had to call on 
Jamie Delgado and Andrew 
Richardson to push Britain 
towards qualification for the 
World Group, the premier 
division of the oompetition. 

To find himself as Britain's 
top player comes as some¬ 
thing of a surprise for Delga¬ 
do, Three weeks ago, he was 
not even in the team, but that 
was before Rusedskfs wrist 
and Henman's elbow had put 
them out of the running. 

As team-mates go, Delgado, 
all 5ft Sin of him. and Rich¬ 
ardson, at 6ft 7in. could not 
look more different, but they 
must face a vastly more 
experienced player in Byron 
BtadL Delgado will meet the 
Zimbabwe No! on Sunday, 


while Richardson plays him 
today. 

Last year. Black, ranked 
No 46 in the world, earned 
nearly £500,000 in prize- 
money and collected one sin¬ 
gles and four doubles rides on 
the ATP Tour. This year, he 
has beaten Marcdo Rios and 
Albert Costa. 

It has taken Delgado, 20. 
aome time to recover from 
being hailed as the best thing 
to happen to British tennis, 
some six years ago. Then, he 



Delgado: on right track 


, won the 14-and-under Orange 
Bowl in the United States but, 
when it came to growing up 
and playing against big hoys, 
he was left trailing, not least 
in the height stakes. 

No matter; last year, with 
the bdp of his coach, Dave 
SamueL and a few pointers 
from Peter Fleming, be grad¬ 
ually climbed up the rankings 
and feds at last that his career 
is on the right track. 

Today, he opens the tie 
against Wayne Black, brother 
of Byron, which on paper is 
the easier of the day’s two 
rubbers. Wayne. 23, the youn¬ 
ger of the brothers by four 
years, is ranked No 271 and 
has bad his greatest moments 
on the American collegiate 
circuit- That is not to say the 
result can be assured and, in 
many ways. It puts yet more 

to^ U WchardsOrftus got to 
beat Byron Black in the 
second rubber to give Britain 
a chance — and that is a tall 
order, even for Richardson. 
Not that Delgado seems too 
concerned. 


"Pm terribly excited and 
I’m nervous,” he said. “Any¬ 



thing can happen in the Davis 
Cup, hut I’ve got nothing to 
lose. It’s a great opportunity 
for myself and Andrew to 
show we can play and to show 
that there are a few more 
players around in Britain.” 

The doubles, tomorrow, 
pits the brothers Black 
against Neil Broad and Mark 
Fetchey. Although Pefchcy 
has a higher ranking than 
either Delgado or Richard¬ 
son, he has been relegated to 
the doubles after a truly 
miserable run of singles re¬ 
sults in the Davis Cup over 
the past few years. 

It would appear that Zim¬ 
babwe's tennis fortunes, like 
those of Britain, rely mainly 
on the performances of just 
two men, in Byron and 
Wayne Black. The two other 
members of the team. Genius 
Chidakwe and Peter Nyam- 
ande, have but one ranking 
point between them, and that 
belongs to Chidzikwe — plac¬ 
ing him at No 1294 in the 
world order. 
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Babes’ army ready for battle with the old guard \<g\ 

Carol Midgley on two Labour candidates hoping to give politics a fresh face I* 



Loma Fitzsimons: seeking to dislodge a Liberal Democrat 20 years her senior' 


WHEN a labour govern¬ 
ment last came to power. 
Ruth Kelly and Loma 
JFitzsimons were In primary 
school. Yesterday they were 
doing battle for Tony Blair's 
babes'army— the fresh-faced 
twenty-somethings recruited 
to use their youth, brains and 
spotless images to wrestle key 
marginal seats from older 
opponents. 

Ms Kelly, who at 28 is the 
youngest candidate in the 
country to fight a key seat, 
will try to dislodge the Home 
Office Minister Tom Sack- 
vffle, 46, from Bolton West, 
which he has held for the 
Tories since 1983. Ms 
Fitzsimons, 29. is trying to 
oust Liz Lynne, a liberal 
Democrat 20 years her se¬ 
nior, from Rochdale. Miss 
Lynne has responded by 
pointing to her rival's youth 
and inexperience, in contrast 
to her own record at 
Westminster. 

The young challengers — 
educated, clean-cut and hard¬ 
working professionals — con¬ 
form to the blueprint of a 
modem Labour candidate. 
Both are immaculately 
turned out, have combed hair 
and unbitten nails, in keep¬ 
ing with new party advice 
that candidates should be 
unfussy and businesslike in 
their appearance. 

Ms Kelly, who last summer 
married Derek Gadd. a coun¬ 
cillor in die London borough 
of Tower Hamlets, is expect¬ 
ing her first child in early 
June, four weeks after — she 


hopes — having taken her 
seat at Westminster. Neither 
woman is old enough to 
remember the winter of dis¬ 
content bid both say that they 
are looking forward to a 
summer of success as ser¬ 
vants of a Labour govern¬ 
ment. They see their youth as 
a weapon of power, not a dis¬ 
advantage. 

Ms Kelly, a manager deal¬ 
ing with European monetary 
union for the Bank of Eng¬ 
land, said: “Of all the people 1 
have canvassed in Bolton 
West, no one has suggested 
that 1 am too young. I think 
being young is an advantage. 
People have lost their trust in 
politicians in Westminster 
but we are starting with a 
dean sheet We are not 
tainted by any of the sleaze 
and we can genuinely claim 
to be in touch with the under- 
35s. 

"You need a new young 
breed of MPs to reinstate the 
trust The other day one 
woman who was complain¬ 
ing about corrupt MPs sud¬ 
denly stopped and said, ‘But I 
cant really blame you for that 
because you’re so young, can 
IT" 

Ms Kelly, an Oxford grad¬ 
uate and former journalist 
for The Guardian, added 
that her pregnancy hardly 
made her blueprint material. 
"I wouldn't be pregnant now 
if I was a career politician, 
would I? These things are 
never exactly planned, but I 
am 28 and I never made any 
secret of the fail I wanted a 





Ruth Kelly: believes that being young and in touch 
with the under-355 will be a big electoral advantage 


family. I’m sure I'll manage 
— Harriet Harman was sev¬ 
en months pregnant when 
she was first elected. The 
Labour Party have been great 
about it" 

Miss Fitzsimons, from 
Rochdale, is the youngest 
guest to have appeared on 
BBC Television’s Question 
Time. Her modernist ap¬ 
proach when she was presi¬ 
dent of the National Union of 
Students earned her the de¬ 
scription of “bourgeois mid¬ 
dle-class bitch" from far-Left 
students. Wearing a blade 
Next trouser suit and shirt 


she said that being smart was 
part of the working-class 
ethic. “Where I come from, 
puttng your best clothes on — 
your Sunday best — is what 
you do when you want to 
make an effort for people you 
respect as I do the people of 
Rochdale. 

“If a PPC [prospective par¬ 
liamentary candidate] cant 
be bothered to look smart; 
why should you be interested 
in voting for them? I haven’t 
seen any party guidelines on 
how to dress — it's just how I 
was brought up. 

. “As for being too young. 


why do you have to wait until 
the age of 40 to offer your 
services to your country? It is 
the quality of dedication, not 
the age, which counts. I have 
the tune and energy to 
devote. 

“If die worst thing Liz 
Lynne can say about me is 
that I am 20 years younger 
than her. then she is in 
trouble. 1 am a moderniser, 
firmly in the Blair wing of the 
party, and 1 supose I embody 
new Labour.” 

Many Labour candidates 
have been issued with guide¬ 
lines on appearance for tele¬ 
vision interviews during the 
election campaign. Women 
are told to wear unfussy 
clothes and to avoid untidy 
hairstyles and dangling 
earring. 

“Do try to look smart and 
businesslike: plains not pat¬ 
terns,'' say the guidelines. 
Men are told to take their 
jackets off and to wear foun¬ 
dation if they are prone to 
sweat under camera lights. 

Miss Kelly, dressed in a 
navy suit, string of pearls and 
a cerise shirt said that dress 
codes for an MP were com¬ 
mon sense. “It is obvious that 
you don't wear jeans and a T- 
sbirt to see your constituents. 
People have to trust fhe 
person they elect, so how you 
present yourself is important. 

“But 1 haven't had any¬ 
thing from head office telling 
rae what to wear. There are a 
lot more important issues to 
fight this election on than 
image." 1 
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THE Liberal Democrats 
wooed women voters yester¬ 
day with a five-point pledge 
delivered by Baroness Wil¬ 
liams of Crosby. 

The party hopes that its 
education and health plans 
will capture the support of 
women, whom it believes are 
“less tribal” than men and 
more willing to give polities a 
lair hearing. 

Baroness Williams prom¬ 
ised fairer pensions for 
women; a better deal for part- 
time workers; lifelong access 
to education for women; an 
enhanced role for women in 
public life; and a better health 
service for women. 

She said: "Women’s votes 
and women's attitudes are 
extremely important. Women 
put much more emphasis on 
the quality of public services 
and rather less on the level of 
taxes as men do.” The commit¬ 
ment to reintroduce free den¬ 
tal and eye checks was 


Flotilla launch 
for Goldsmith 

Sir James Goldsmith is to 
hunch the Referendum Par¬ 
ty’s election campaign on 
Tuesday from Newfyn har¬ 
bour in Cornwall A flotilla of 
100 fishing boats, flying the 
party flag, will leave the 
harbour alien he fires a 
starting gun. Sir James will 
make a speech from the 
quayside and visit a seamen’s 
mission. Trawlermen are ex¬ 
pected to tell him of their 
concerns about foe common 
fisheries polity. 

Smith's successor 

The Tory candidate to re¬ 
place Tim South, who stood 
down in Beaconsfidd after 
accepting payments in rite , 
cash-for-qaesrions affair, will 
be chosen to m or ro w. David 
Harris, St Ives’s MP for 14 
years, and Tony Favefl, John 
Major’s former parliamenta¬ 
ry private secretary, are in tbe 

running. 

Homeless voters 

Homeless people have been 
allowed to give their address¬ 
es as park benches or shop 
doorways so that they could 
vote. Norwich (Sty Council 
agreed to register people 
with no fixed address provid¬ 
ed that they specified where 
they were sleeping. Two 
people took advantage of the 
scheme. 

Posters stolen 

Police have been alerted in 
the constituency of Stroud, 
Gloucestershire, after 50 Lab¬ 
our election placards pro¬ 
moting tbe candidate, David 
Drew, were stolen. Party 
workers believe they may 
have been taken by political 
rivals. One said: "It could be 
an organised thing. A large 
number have disappeared.” 



Baroness Williams at 
a playgroup yesterday 

“extremely important to 
women”, she added. 

About 23 million women are 
eligible to vote. Baroness Wil¬ 
liams, who took the party 
message to a playgroup in 
Hammersmith, west London, 
yesterday, said that between a 
third and a quarter still had to 
decide which party to support. 

Paddy Ashdown, the 
liberal Democrat leader, said 
that too many women felt shut 


out from the election. “They 
don't like the Punch and Judy 
style; they don’t tike the 
soundbites, and too often they 
don’t hear any discussion of 
the policies which matter to 
them and their families." 

In a special section of the 
manifesto aimed at women, 
the party will promise a 
gradual introduction of em¬ 
ployment and pension rights 
to part-time employees and a 
strengthening of the law on 
domestic violence.Tqual treat¬ 
ment of sexes within the NHS 
will be promoted, with a 
promise to make it easier to 
see a woman doctor. 

The party hopes to tackle 
the under-representation of 
women on public bodies by 
setting a target that, within a 
decade, at least one third erf 
members should be women. 
The manifesto will also prom¬ 
ise reform of Parliament to 
make it more accommodating 
to women and families. 
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Nicholas Watt on the tactics being used in Gerry Adams’s fight to regain his West Belf agt_seai 

Sinn Fein seeks votes with vigilantes 


CRISPIN ROPWBX 


IN THE shadows of the bleak 
Army bases that dominate the 
skyline of West Belfast. Sinn 
Fein has launched an election 
campaign with military preci¬ 
sion to recapture Gerry 
Adams's old seat. Republi¬ 
cans more familiar with wag¬ 
ing war against the “Brits" 
have been drafted in as Sinn 
FCin turns its forces against 
the SOLPs Dr Joe Hendron, 
who unseated Mr Adams in 
1992. 

In a brazen piece of elec¬ 
tioneering. Sinn Fein has 
despatched masked gangs of 
.vigilantes onto the streets to 
crack down on joy-riders. The 
vigilantes, who are equipped 
with spiked chains and walk¬ 
ie-talkies. have concentrated 
their efforts on the grim 
estates of Twinbrook and 
Poleglass. added to the West 
Belfast constituency under 
boundary changes. 

A Sinn Fern team has 
compiled detailed break¬ 
downs of potential supporters 
on lap-top computers as they 
try to overhaul Dr Hendron's 
slim majority of 589. Their 
numbers will be swelled by 
Sinn Fein supporters who are 
maintaining the republican 
tradition of “vote early, vote 
often" by making multiple 
entries on the electoral roll. 

West Belfast, which tops 
Sinn Fern’s list of four target 



Gerry Adams faang a 
strong tactical vote- 


seats, is crucial to the party's 
strategy of achieving its great¬ 
est electoral success since the 
foundation of Northern Ire¬ 
land in 1920. Mr Adams has 

calculated that if republicans 
win more than one seat the 
new government will face 
formidable pressure to relax 
its conditions for talking to 
Sinn Fein. 

On paper Mr Adams 
should have little difficulty in 
recapturing his old seat, 
which he held from 1983-92, 
because the political fortunes 
of the SDLP have plummeted 
in West Belfast since Dr 
Hendron's victory. At last 
May's election to the North¬ 
ern Ireland Forum, Sinn Fein 
virtually swept the board 
when it won 53.4 per cent of 
the vote compared with 263 
per cent for the SDLP. The 
boundary changes will also 
help Mr Adams. 

Sinn Fein, which is worried 
about complacency among its 
supporters, insists that the 
contest will be tight. The party 
knows that Dr Hendron en¬ 
joys a strong personal vote at 
parliamentary elections and 
that he can also count on the 
support of up to 4,000 Protes¬ 
tants in the Shankill area who 
will vote tactically to keep out 
Mr Adams. 

The neck-and-neck race has 
created the bitterest contest of 
the election between Sinn 
Fein and the SDLP. Party 
workers on the ground seethe 
at the sight of their opponents. 
Barely a day passes without a 
tussle between Mr Adams 
and Dr Hendron, who em¬ 
body the opposing traditions 
of violent and constitutional 
nationalism. It is a far cry 
from the days of the IRA 
ceasefire when the leaders of 
the parties discussed an elec¬ 
toral pact 

Mr Adams. 48, stands at 
the apex of die republican 
movement, which has assert¬ 
ed its control over West 
Belfast through a relentless 
campaign of terror against 
the Catholic population. In 
contrast the affable Dr 
Hendron, 64. has stood out as 
a vehement opponent of vio¬ 
lence and privately voiced 
doubts about the talks his 
party leader, John Hume, 
held with Sirin Fein, During a 
3 tyeBr; medical career in 



Dr Joe Hendron of the 


*** a vote for smn Fein * a vote tor 11161RA 


West Belfast he has come 
face-to-face with the painful 
reality of republican 
terrorism. 

In a powerful attack on 
Sinn Fein. Dr Hendron said 
that the electorate would be 
giving succour to die IRA if 
they voted for Sinn Fein. As 
he prepared for the launch of 
his campaign this week, he 
said: “People who vote for 
Sinn Fan will vote for ihe 


whims of the IRA- People who 
vote for Sinn Fein will vote for 
a fascist, militaristic, sectari¬ 
an organisation. God help the 
people of West Belfast if Sinn 
Fern win." 

Dr Hendron derided Mr 
Adams for the nine years 
when, although elected for the 
constituency, he refused to 
take his seat as an MP in the 
“foreign" Parliament He 
said: “In his time as MP Mr 


Adams did not bring a single 
job to West Belfast But I have 
played an important role in 
the creation of 3,000 jobs in 
the constituency during my 
five years as an MP." 

Sinn Fein, which is cam¬ 
paigning under the slogan of 
“a new opportunity for 
peace", is trying to bolster its 
vote by hinting that a strong 
vote fbr-the party could lead to 
a renewed .IRA ceasefire. At 


the launch of his campaign at 
a community hall off the Falls 
Road. Mr Adams described 
the election as a “defining” 
moment for Ireland. He add¬ 
ed: “The incoming British 
Government will 1* a new 
one and all parties will have 
received fresh mandates. This 
could spur everyone on by 
creating a new sense of pur¬ 
pose in the search for peace." 

Mr Adams assured sup¬ 


porters that he would still not 
take his seat at Westminster. 
He said: “We stand on an 
abstentionist ticket, but it 
is a policy of active 
abstentionism. We will go to 
Westminster to advance the 
general interests of our con¬ 
stituents. But we will not take 
an oath of allegiance to an 
English Queen and we will 
not take up our seats in that 
Parliament - 
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ELIZABETH PEACOCK 
found few votes in Pari i a moil 
Street yesterday (Damian 
Whitworth writes). The in¬ 
domitable Mrs Peacock, 
Batley and Spen’s Tory MP 
for 14 years, had popped 
across to the neighbouring 
west Yorkshire seat of Wake¬ 
field, where her son Jonathan 
is the Tory candidate. But 
they found chat the road led 
them only to the gates of 
Wakefield prison. 

This did little to dampen the 
spirits of Mrs Peacock. 59. 
who is one of the greatest 
escapologists of recent dec- 
tion history- When Conserva- 

Leading article.—Page 21 

fives with far greater majors 
jties than hers were swept 
away at the last election, she 
increased her vote by 40. 

If her 32-year-old son, a 

barrister, is successful in se¬ 
curing a seat, he should have 
inherited a good idea about 
how to hold on lo it Mrs 
peacock is quite certain why 
she is still there. "I’m a very 
independent Yorkshire- 
woman. One minister said 
when he came to spiak here 
that I was bloody minded, l 
was a bit surprised by that 
but maybe it’s true." she 

said. , 

She voted against charges 
for dental and eye checks and 


spoke out noisily against gov¬ 
ernment policy on coal min¬ 
ing- This was perhaps crucial 
in saving her in 1992. 

The Labour candidate. 
Mike Wood, 51, a social 
worker and former local 
councillor, argues that Mrs 
Peacock is neither as indepen¬ 
dent nor as loyal to the miners 
as she claims, having voted 
for the Government’s electric¬ 
ity privatisation progra mme . 
“She is not prepared to accept 
the logic of her actions," he 
said. “We intend to pul ber on 
the spot about this." 

It is likely that Mrs Peacock 
will have to come out with all 
guns blazing, especially as the 
loss of the traditionally Tory 
town of Heckmondwike, for¬ 
merly part of her constituen¬ 
cy, means that her estimated 
majority, based on 1992 vot¬ 
ing, is just 845. 

But Danny Lockwood, edi¬ 
tor in chief of the Dewsbuiy 
Reporter Group of newspa¬ 
pers, which indudes The 
Batley News, says that it is 
unwise to unde resti mate the 
importance of strong focal 
voices in Yorkshire politics. 
Here, there is rivalry even 

between towns. Batley and 
Dewsbuiy, just a few miles 
apart refused to merge their 
Rugby League dubs. “You 
talk about the antipathy ot 
northerners to southerners. 
That is nothing to what Dews¬ 
bury men think of Batley 
men." 
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Records show Clinton 


lucnovowtch/bb /ter 


fundraising obsession 


From Bronwen Maddox in Washington 


HUNDREDS of pages of 
confidential White House doc¬ 
uments reveal that President 
Clinton was so obsessed with 
the need to raise cash to 
campaign for his re-election 
that he buried himself in the 
trivia of Democratic Party 
fundraising. 

The six-inch stack of records 
compiled by Harold Ickes. Mr 
Clinton's former Deputy Chief 
of Staff, counters the Presi¬ 
dent's daim that he kept a 
dear distinction between 
money-raising for his own 
campaign and for the party. 

The documents, demanded 
by a congressional committee 
investigating allegations of 
unethical fundraising tech¬ 
niques. convey an atmosphere 
of desperation as the Demo¬ 
crats struggled to pull them¬ 
selves out of the political abyss 
they had reached in 1994. 

In themselves, the docu¬ 
ments do not point to illegal¬ 
ity. But they are unusually 
detailed. Mr Ickes appears to 
have been a compulsive note- 
taker, despite the possibility 
that records would be subpoe¬ 
naed at a future date, a risk 


that deters most prominent 
American officials from keep¬ 
ing a diary or notes. 

Taken together with other 
records which have emerged, 
Mr I ekes’s notes may prove 
acutely troublesome for the 
President and Vice-President 
A1 Gore. 

Mr Clinton is fighting hard 
to establish that he did nor 
misuse the office of the Presi¬ 
dent to help the Democratic 
Phrty campaign, and the 



Ickes: 
at the 


squeezed out 

White House 


Democratic National Com¬ 
mittee (DNC) is trying to 
demonstrate that it did not 
knowingly receive illegal con¬ 
tributions from foreigners. 

The documents released on 
Wednesday — tire second set 
of records surrendered to con¬ 
gressional investigators by Mr 
Ickes — may also further 
damage the Democratic Par¬ 
ty's ability to raise money. Still 
in debt from last year’s presi¬ 
dential campaign, the party is 
struggling to raise money to 
fund next year's congressional 
elections and to repay earlier 
contributions whose source is 
now in question. 

According to the new docu¬ 
ments. Mr Ickes warned Mr 
Clinton and Mr Gore in 
February last year that “the 
fundraising needs for the 
DNC will require a very 
substantial commitment of 
time from the President the 
Vice-President the First Lady 
and Mrs Gore". In .the memo, 
Mr Ickes underlined “very 
substantial". 

In November 1995. a year 
before the election, campaign 
contributions were foiling so 


for short of expectations that 
Mr Ickes recommended to 
President Clinton that he, 
together with Mr Gore and 
Hillary Clinton, try to solicit 
money through personal tele¬ 
phone calls to potential do¬ 
nors. Mr Ickes reckoned that 
tiie only way to raise $1.2 
million in a hurry would be for 
the President to make 20 calls, 
the Vice-President 15 and Mrs 
Clinton ten. Of the three, only 
Mr Gore has acknowledged 
making fundraising Kills at 
that point in the campaign. 

Mr Ickes, one of the White 
House staff in Mr Clinton’s 
first term who regarded them¬ 
selves as the President’s 
liberal conscience, was gradu¬ 
ally squeezed out as the Presi¬ 
dent's policies moved towards 
the centre. He lost the battle 
for the top job of Chief of Staff 
to the much more conservative 
Erskine Bowles. 

Mr Ickes has not talked in 
detail of his time in the White 
House, beyond handing over 
records to Congress. They 
have been heavily censored, 
with passages held back on 
the advice of his lawyers. 
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Mitterrand 

tapped 



telephones 


Paris Secret files from Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand's anti-terrorist 
unit discovered in a rented 
garage show the late French 
President ordered widespread 
illegal telephone tapping dur¬ 
ing his 14 years in power 
(Susan Bell writes). Often he 
was trying to protect his 
privacy, and especially the 
existence of his illegitimate 
daughter. Mazarine. 

The archives contain record¬ 
ings of tapped telephone 
conversations, demands for 
presidential favours and 
memos oh terrorism suspects. 
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Bill Clinton, framed by his crutches, at a Democratic National Committee meeting 


IMF looks into secret 
Israeli fund for Arafat 


London: The Russian Federa¬ 
tion has, produced a genetical¬ 
ly engineered variant of the 
anthrax bacillus which is 
resistant to all known antibiot¬ 
ics, Jane's publications said. 
News of the variant, devel¬ 
oped in military research lab¬ 
oratories. was leaked by 
defectors. Anthrax, an infec¬ 
tious disease that normally 
affects animals, can be used 
as a biological weapon. (AP) 
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From Ross Dunn in Jerusalem 


ISRAEL’S transfer of almost 
£100 million in tax revenue to 
a secret bank account under 
the control of Y as sir Arafat, 
the President of the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority, is bring investi¬ 
gated by the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Money has been deposited 
in the account since 1994 to 
reimburse the authority for 
oeporr taxes levied on fori 
intended for Palestinian con¬ 
sumers. But an internal IMF 
document says the account, 
with a Tel Aviv bank, is "not 
under the supervision or con¬ 
trol of the Palestinian Finance 
Ministry'’. 

According to Western diplo¬ 


mats, only two people can 
operate the account, Mr 
Arafat and Muhammad Ra¬ 
shid his senior economic ad¬ 
viser. Other taxes that Israel 
has agreed to transfer to the 
authority were sent to banks 
outside Israel. 

Haaretz. the Israeli daily, 
says at least part of the money 
deposited in the secret account 
was intended to elude the 
supervision of donor nations 
such as the United States. The 
newspaper said some of the 
funds were used to pay for the 
“bloated Palestinian security 
apparatus and the salaries of 
tens of thousands of superflu¬ 
ous clerks — purposes not 



Yassir Arafat at a Palestinian police exercise yesterday 


authorised by the donor 
nations". 

A senior Israeli official said 
some of the funds were intend¬ 
ed for two different purposes. 
One was to get Mr Arafat his 
family and a few senior offici¬ 
als away in the event of a coup. 
The other was a group of 
actions that the Arafat admin¬ 
istration felt committed to 
finance in order to keep polit¬ 
ical power bases. This was 
also expenditure that donor 
nations would never approve, 
the official said. 

But Dr Maher al-Kurd, the 
Palestinian Deputy Econom¬ 
ics and Trade Minister, de¬ 
fended such practices. "The 
Palestinian Authority has the 
power to create economic re¬ 
serves for itself in case of an 
emergency—something like a 
civil war. irs-a shame the 
donor nations and the state of 
Israel do not understand this.” 

The issue is to be raised 
before Israel's parliamentary 
finance committee next week. 
Silvan Shalom, the co-ordina¬ 
tor for the committee, said: 
“Previous governments trans¬ 
ferred the funds to Arafat so 
that he would be so kind as ro 
carry on with the Oslo [peace| 
process.” 

Avnaham Shochat, a former 
Israeli Finance Minister, said 
the binds were transferred 
under arrangements made in 
the so-called Paris accords, 
which govern economic co¬ 
operation between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 


Tokyo: Godzilla, the film mon¬ 
ster, will live on despite the 
death in Tokyo of Tomoyuki 
Tanaka, 86. his creator (Rob¬ 
ert Whymant writes). Tanaka 
produced the 1954 film which 
created the star of 22 movies. 
Roland Emmerich, the Holly¬ 
wood director of Indepen¬ 
dence Day. has revived the 
monster for a new film to be 
released next year. 


Mobutu men 


excluded 


Kinshasa: Etienne Tshisekedi, 
Zaire’s new Prime Minister, 
unveiled a cabinet with no 
associates of President 
Mobutu and with six minis¬ 
tries reserved for Laurent 
Kabila’s rebels who control a 
quarter of the country. But a 
rebel official said they would 
not join Mr Tshisekedi's gov¬ 
ernment. (Reuter) 



Anger over 
US bases 


Tokyo: A wave of anger swept 
Okinawa island as Japan’s 
Government prepared to push 
through legislation to forcibly 
extend land leases for 12 
American military bases (Rob¬ 
ert Whymant writes). About 
3,000 people are refusing to 
renew contracts to lease their 
land, part of that occupied by 
40.000 Americans. 


Netanyahu determined to 


•/ --- 

defy Americans at summit 


Court stops 
crucifixion 


THE Middle East crisis en¬ 
te red it s third week unabated 
yesterday as clashes again 
rocked the occupied West 
Bank and Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu, the Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter. vowed not to compromise 
on settlement building during 
a crucial summit with Presi¬ 
dent Clinton next Monday. 

Jewish settlers mobilised to 
stiffen Mr Netanyahu’s re¬ 
solve in the face of Israeli 
reports that Mr Ginton would 
press for a temporary freeze 
on settlement construction, at 
least in annexed east Jerusa¬ 
lem, as part of a package deal 
to re scue the peace process 
from the brink of collapse. 


From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


"The Prime Minister will 
make dear in Washington 
that Israel stands by its right 
to build in Jerusalem and in 
settlements, and that building 
will continue at Har Horn a,” 
said Shai Bazak, Mr Netanya¬ 
hu's spokesman, referring to 
the project for 6,500 new 
Jewish homes in east Jerusa¬ 
lem which led to the latest 
spiral of violence. 

The Arabs rejected the Is¬ 
raeli stance, increasing the 
formidable difficulties faring 
Mr Ginton in finding any 
quick diplomatic fix to halt the 
violence thar has left nearly 
600 Palestinians wounded and 
nine people dead, including 


three Jewish victims of a Tel 
Aviv suicide bomb. 

In an attempt ro avert more 
suicide bombs. Israel an¬ 
nounced yesterday it had sus¬ 
pended its request to extradite 
a leader of Hamas, the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, from 
the US. "The Israeli Govern¬ 
ment has informed the US 
that at this stage, ir wishes to 
njspend its request to extra¬ 
dite Hamas leader Moussa 
Abu Marawk to Israel,” a 
statement from Mr Netan¬ 
yahu’S office said. "The deci¬ 
sion was made on the basis of 
considerations relating to sec¬ 
urity and the prevention of 
terrorism." 


Sanaa: Yemen’s supreme 
court approved the death sen¬ 
tence, by firing squad, on Mo¬ 
hammad Ahmad Misleh, 48, 
who shot and killed four 
schoolchildren and two of 
t heir teachers on Sunday, but 
overturned a lower court red¬ 
ing that his body should be 
nailed to a cross. (Reuter) 


Reprieve for 
fowl murder 


Bangkok: Vichai Thongto. 30, 
?!.i^fl c baburi province, was 
killed by a peacock, his pet for 
eight years. The Thai was 
feraing four caged birds 
when the sole male clawed his 
head, causing a blood clot. His 
ramily would have curried the 
peacock out of revenge, but 
were too fond of it. (AP) 
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Taleban outlaws women and white socks 


By Christopher Thomas 
SOUTH ASIA CORRESPONDENT 


SCHOOLS have reopened in Afghani¬ 
stan after the winter break without a 
single female student or teacher. This 
forest affront to girls and women follows 
me introduction of a rule banning the 
wearing of white socks because they 
might be attractive to men. 

Kite-flying, once popular in much of 
the country, has also been banned 
because the excitement might disturb 
men obeying the Taleban edict to pray 
five tunes a day. House windows have 
been painted black to stop women being 
seen from outside 

Paper tegs have been outlawed 
because of the remote chance that 
discarded pages of the Koran could end 
up in recycling bins and be turned into a 
bag. Soccer has been banned because it is 
said to be un-Islamic - possibly because 
men show their legs, although the reason 
has never been announced. The strict 


regime is enforced by members of the 
Rehgiatu Police Force, who patrol the 
streets checking on women and remind¬ 
ing people of the latest regulations over 

° t °S ni P h y * nd video 
players have been banned as un-Islamic. 
and women are no longer allowed to use 
the public baths — the only means to 
have a bath for many women because of 
cramped living conditions. 

h a «h 0ther , Is ! ajn, ' c ““ntry imposes such 
harsh regulations. Iran allows women to 

E hold seals in 

In Afghanistan, women and eiris are 
essentially termed from doing £phC 

%r s m ^ home 

inPS. are i Whlpi S I L or J aiIed for violar- 
'vtoch are invented by 
before being broadcast 
over Radio ShanaL It is essential for 
people to listen regularly to the radio to 
Jjep up with the constant flow of ordered 
Most mullahs in Afghanistan are iE 
ate graduates of madntsj 


^nVS. 1 ' aChtbCTnl ° redte,h ' 

nJfcrt- S5 0ns t Children's Fund 
(Uniref) described the exclusion of 

TfiEm .“t *hoob £ tS! 

"nation"!? Ag 1 * Afghanistan 
3JLL The 30.000 

,n ^bul were banned from 
except For a few who were 
■" desi g nat cd hos- 

teve 4 WX?r™,T^ r ! ,ty ’ which used to 
nave 4.1XX) female students, reopened late 

requires women to 
wear a voluminous vefl. Even their pvn 

are covert by a cloth meslT *** 

two Mill h teJSf lS,IB “ fotonsifying on 
S.^nr?^ ef i onts “ onc north of 
SSLn ° 1 ? h . er in west - as 
und^iLf^£.i br iSI the mtire country 
C °? tr ? L 71,15 UniIed Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees said 

3EL2S 

October. Many had fled 
to neighbouring Pakistan. 1 
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IT MAY be some time before "At 
home with the Berishas" graces the 
pages of Hello 1 magazine, {f Alba¬ 
nia seems cut off from the Western 
world, then its far northeastern 
comer, birthplace of President 
Berisha and seat of his clannish 
family, is at a further remove. 

The high mountains all around 
and harsh winters leave Tropoje' 
largely isolated for four months!of 
die year, and the flooding of the 
valley — the maniacal 
hydroelectric legacy of Enver 
Hoxha, the late Communist dicta¬ 
tor — means the only safe route of 
approach is by boat Unless the 
{Resident takes his helicopter, the 
30£Vmj]e round trip from Tirana 
takes three days. 

“This place only for eagles," said 
Bster, our taxi driver. Like most 


President Berisha’s background may 
-Sfc j have given him a better start than most 
- -v^r • jfc to face the hazards of leadership. 

Tom Walker reports from Tropoje 


southern Albanians, he views the 
north with considerable suspicion 
— a faraway realm of mountain 
savages, from which few return. 
The winding track through the 
highland copper belt of Kushnen in 
north-central Albania brought him 
only punctures and bad memories. 
As the jagged edges of spent 
Kalashnikov cartridc-es ripped 
open his tyres, Peter looked down 
at the mines where he had toiled for 
many of his 22 years as a political 


prisoner. "We go back — now, 1 * he 
kept imploring. But we had missed 
the ferry, and spent nine hours un 
perilous hairpin bends overlooking 
sheer drops. Darkness had fallen 
and returning along a track that is 
notorious for banditry seemed in¬ 
advisable. 

Our fortunes improved as Peter's 
badly bruised Mercedes limped 
into Bajram Curri, the only town of 
any description in the northeast. 
The local hotelier advised that 


staying with a local family might 
be preferable to his antic rooms — 
the hotel nccaannally doubles as a 
mortuary — and we were taken to 
the home of Din Selimi. the lawn's 
surgeon. 

In the morning, after checking 
up nn an 18-year-old whose lungs, 
liver, kidneys and pancreas had 
been punctured by four bullets. Dr 
Selimi procured the hospital vehi¬ 
cle for us. An amalgam of French. 
Italian and Russian engineering 
known as a “Waz", it was the only 
means of transport — except don¬ 
key or on foot — to the President's 
home. 

The Berisha farmstead shelters 
beneath the 7.000ft Mount 
Shkelzen. Just five miles east is the 
Morma pass into Kosovo, the 
Albanian-dominated region of Ser¬ 


bia where President Milosevic's 
Links line the border. This is an 
area of suspicions-and hostilities, 
where the ground floors of most 
houses have no windows — a 
precaution against the lingering 
blood feuds and vendettas. 

Leading us into the courtyard. 
Dr Selimi painted out eye-like slots 
in the upper floors of the massive 
stone house. "So you can shoot at 
Serbs," he explained. 

A wizened elder in a white cap 
appeared, and we were led up an 
external wooden staircase to the 
guest room. "They enme here with 
good intentions,” said Dr Selimi. 
The old man did not look con¬ 
vinced. but bade us sit down. He 
squatted opposite the fireplace, as 
more Berishas entered, including 
two border guards who laid their 


Kalashnikovs by the door. The 
local rakj liquor was ordered. 

Zequir Islam Berisha said he was 
the best man of Mr Berisha’s 
father, and had performed the 
ritual first cut of the infant’s hair in 
1944. “He was a very clever boy, 
quiet and fond of books," he said, 
recalling the President’s habit of 
learning "between 50 and 100 new 
words each day" in French and 
Russian. 

As Arben Berisha, son of the 
President's cousin, refilled the raki 
glasses, the President's praises 
were toasted from all sides: a great 
doctor, a noble and honest family, 
the right man to lead the nation. 
The Berishas present said their 
family numbered around 12U. di¬ 
vided between Tropoje. Bajram 
Curri and Tirana. “The President 


Kohl announces 
he will seek fifth 
term as Chancellor 


has not done any favours to his 
family. We live in the same 
conditions as other Albanians." 
said Arben’s mother, Elmaze 
Berisha. briefly entering the room 
to expel some invading chickens. 
She said her husband and his 
brother had left for the capital "to 
defend the family and the Presi¬ 
dent". fn the comer, a box was fixed 
six feet up a wall, where guests 
could place their weapons. 

Zequir Islam Berisha and the 
guards glanced uneasily ar our 
translator, a high-heeled southern 
girl making her first and probably 
last journey to Tropoje. "The tradi¬ 
tion is that women should not take 
part in meetings, but things are 
changing." reflected the old man. 
nodding sadly. “Now thai we're in 
Europe." 


RICHARD BEE ST ON 


From Deborah Collcltt in bonn 
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HELMLT KOHL the Ger¬ 
man Chancellor, has an¬ 
nounced that he intends to 
stand for re-election next year 
after months of speculation 
that he was suffering from 
failing health and losing con¬ 
trol over the spiralling eco¬ 
nomic problems that have 
dogged him for the past year. 

During an interview to 
mark his sixty-seventh birth¬ 
day yesterday, he made the 
announcement when asked if 
he wanted to run again. "A 
very clear yes." he replied. "I 
will stand again if ray party 
and political friends want 
thaL" 

There is no doubt that his 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU), and its Bavarian sister 
party, the Christian Social 
Union (CSU), will nominate 
him for the ejection, to be held 
at the end of 1998. Days 
earlier, party colleagues and 
friends, including Theo Wai- 
gel, the Finance Minister and 
CSU leader, publicly repeated 
their support Political allies 
have been urging Heir Kohl 
to declare his candidacy early 
to put pressure on the opposi¬ 
tion Sorial Democrats (SPD). 

“There has never been any 
doubt that Herr Kohl is.the 
chosen candidate* t pfi :v the; 
CDU/CSU coalition," said a 
government spokesman in 


Bonn last nighL "What we 
hadn’t heard from the 
Chancellor was a definite indi¬ 
cation thar he would srand." 

The statesman looked re¬ 
laxed and cheery during the 
interview with the stare ARD 
television station, filmed at a 
spa hotel in Bad Hofgastein. 
near Salzburg, where he and 
his wife. Hannelore. have 
spend their Easter holidays. 

He beamed proudly as he 
declared his plan to run in an 
election that should he win, 
would make him the longest- 
serving government leader in 
Europe since the Second 
World War. After 14 years in 
power, he is already Germa- 
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French poll ‘early’ 


From Susan Bell in parjs 


THE French legislative elec¬ 
tions, scheduled for next year, 
could be brought forward to as 
early as this June, according to 
rumours in the French press 
yesterday. 

Many politicians among the 
centre-right ruling coalition 
are pressing for an early 
election in which they are 
confident of winning a com¬ 
fortable majority. The propos¬ 
al. which has been pushed 
privately by Jean-Francois 
Mancel, General Secretary of 
President Chirac's Gaullist 
RPR party, also has consider¬ 
able support among followers 
of Edouard Balladur, the far¬ 
mer Prime Minister. The rul- 


Mafia chief 
held over 
boy’s killing 

Palermo: Italian police yester¬ 
day arrested a Mafia boss 
suspected m the kidnapping of 
the son of a Mafia turncoat 
and the killing of the boy 
whose body was dumped in a 
vat of add, police said. 

Salvatore Galtina, 54. head 
of the Mafia dan in Carini. 
was arrested near ffalercno, 
the Sicilian capital, after sev¬ 
eral witnesses accused him of 
holding the 11 -year-old, 
Giuseppe Di Matteo. for a 
year and a half in an attempt 
to convince the boy’s fatheT not 
to cooperate with the judicial 
authorities. Gallina, on the 
run for several months, was 
found in a hideout near the 

cemetery in Carini. 

The head of the Casa 
Nostra, Giovanni Brusca, had 
ordered the kidnapping in 
November 1994 after learning 
that Santo Di Matteo had 
become a state witness. 

Brusca ordered the hoys 
killing after learning that he 
had been sentenced in 
abstentia to life in pnsonfor 
killing fgnario Salvo, the SiciJ- 
janbusmessman. because of 

the testimony Santo Di 

Matteo. ,. _. 

Brusca was arrested in May 
1996 and indicated at the nme 
that he was also willing to co¬ 
operate with the authorities. 
But he has yet to be granted 
witness protection. 

Five other suspects were 
arrested earlier this year_ for 
the kidnapping and death or i 
the boy. (AFP) 


mg RPR and UDF parties 
have almost completed the 
selection of their 555 candi¬ 
dates. with just 30 exceptions, 
a feat they accomplished in 
record time. 

While Alain Jupp6, the 
Prime Minister, is not against 
the idea of moving the ejection 
forward, the Elysee Palace is 
said to be lukewarm about it. 
M Chirac has publicly rejected 
any idea of dissolving parlia¬ 
ment for "the sake of conve¬ 
nience”. A source dose to the 
President told the daily Liber¬ 
ation: "The French like to be 
consulted regularly, but do not 
like to have their familiar 
routines changed." 


nys longest-serving postwar 
Chancellor, reuniting the 
country in 1990 and defeating 
four SPD challengers at rite 
polls. If is dear he is intent on 
adding die launch of the euro 
single currency to his achieve¬ 
ments before retiring. 

"He who campaigns against 
the euro in the general election 
campaign — and JVe heard 
such noises from the Social 
Democrats — campaigns 
against the unity of Europe 
and will lose this election 
dramatically." Herr Kohl said 
recently. 

A tough boss, he prefers the 
“hands-off" style of leader¬ 
ship, leaving day-to-day poli¬ 
tics to ministers and advisers, 
seeing himself rather as a 
statesman along the Lines of 
the President in the United 
States or France. 

He rarely makes statements 
in response to unemployment 
figures — creeping towards 
five million — to marauding > 
miners marching on Bonn, or 
Bundesbank experts doubting 1 
Germany’s ability to cut its 
deficit to fulfil the Maastrict 
treaty criteria. 

It is this “distanced" method 
of governing that has brought 
success with voters. "Kohl 
doesn't stand alone—he is the 
‘Kohl system'" said Uwe 
Bahnstm. political corres¬ 
pondent for Die Welt news¬ 
paper. “The Kohl system 
reaches far into the media, the 
economic and financial insti¬ 
tutions of this land and into 
German life itself. 

"Unemployment is too high 
... but it is not a problem that 
affects the everyday lives of 
most Germans." he said. "For 
them there is only Kohl. The 
SPD is too aggressive, too 
provocative, too risky — they 
want what they know and rhey 
know Kohl, like an old unde." 

In a poll in yesterday's Stem 
magazine to find the person 
Germans most want as Chan¬ 
cellor, Herr Kohl beat all po¬ 
tential SPD candidates except 
Gerhard Schroder, the Pre¬ 
mier of Lower Saxony and 
Euro-sceptic — who was 
ahead by 12 percentage points. 

Leading article, page 21 



Maria Pashlnka, a faith healer, wields her crucifix like a sabre. She prescribed holy water to lift a supposed witch's curse on two men 

Black magic puts spell on rural Russia 


TATYANA Kuleshova has 
only a hazy memory of the 
cold night in February when 
two men from a nearby village 
burst inro her tiny home in 
Valyuki and tried to wipe out 
her family in a frenzied attack 
provoked by the andent su¬ 
perstitions that siifl control life 
in rural Russia. 

“All 1 can remember is that 
they broke in about midnight 
There was shouting. Someone 
struck me again and again 
with a hammer. They were 
attacking my brothers and 
sisters, even the little ones. My 
mother was killed. It was 
madness.” said the frai Hook¬ 
ing Miss Kuleshova, 22. Two 
months after the attack, which 
left her with serious head and 
leg injuries, she is still 
traumatised by the assault. 

Although the police arrested 
the two men. her former 
boyfriend and his cousin, the 
motive for the savage attack 
has split this forming com¬ 
munity in the heartland of 
Russia's fertile "black earth" 
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region 500 miles south of 
Moscow where many Dn the 
former Lenin collective farm 
are swayed by age-old pagan 
suspicions and relieved that 
the family is too frightened 
ever to return home. Miss Ku¬ 
leshova may look like any 
other peasant, but her 
attackers are convinced she is 
a witch. 

“My husband was a good, 
hard-working and honest man 
until Tanka [Tatyana) put a 
spell on him and ruined his 
life." said Larisa Lebyodkina, 
the wife of Aleksandr 


Pagan superstitions 
and medieval notions 
of justice still hold 
sway among many 
Russian peasants, 
Richard Bceston 
reports from the remote 
village of Valyuki 


Lebyodkin, one of the two 
accused. “She drove him io 
this... There should be a law 
against witchcraft.” 

Mrs Lebyodkina's evidence 
sounds like some hideous 
description from an account of 
medieval justice. Miss Kule¬ 
shova had for some time 
aroused the suspicions of the 
villagers. She was a [oner and 
unmarried. She had a lazy eye. 
She frequently went to the 
woods by herself, and it was 
rumoured that she had a book 
on black magic at home. 

Early this year Mr 


Lebyodkin and his younger 
cousin Sergo Gretsov, who 
both worked as woodcutters, 
started complaining of seeing 
strange creatures in the forest, 
with the head of a black dog 
and the torso of a young 
woman. Mr Gretsov claimed 
rhe beast's body was that of 
Miss Kuleshova. 

The men sought the advice 
of “Babka” Maria, the most 
powerful spiritual faith healer 
in the region. The former 
nurse's speciality is fending off 
the devil with religious incan¬ 
tations and the crucifix she 
wields like a sabre. 

When the two men came to 
her, she diagnosed that a 
powerful curse had been 
placed on them and pre¬ 
scribed a treaunent of holy 
water. Although they showed 
improvement, they neverthe¬ 
less decided one night to wipe 
out “that family of wizards". 

Gennadi Chekaldin. the de¬ 
tective investigating the ar- 
tack, said that the incident was 
the first of its kind since the 


Swiss link jailed Salinas to drugs I Victoiy salute for war widows 


From David Adams in miami 


SWISS prosecutors investigat¬ 
ing the frozen funds of Raiil 
Salinas de Gortari. the jailed 
brother of Mexico's former 
President say they have 
linked him to the smuggling of 
"40 to 50 tons" of cocaine to the 
United States. 

According to a letter leaked 
to the Miami Herald news¬ 
paper, the Swiss believe that 
Salinas, fa? brother of Carlos 
Salinas — Mexican President 
from 19S8 to 1994 — “received 
enormous amounts of money 
for his help in connection to 
drug trafficking". 

The letter, from Carla del 
Ponte, the Swiss Attorney- 
General, to her Mexican coun¬ 
terpart, is the first official 
indication of a drug connec¬ 
tion to Mexico's former first 


family, ff proven, the allega¬ 
tions would be highly embar¬ 
rassing to Citibank, which 
handled the Salinas accounts, 
and would also confirm wide¬ 
spread suspicions of high-level 
drug corruption in Mexico. 

They would also provide 
ammunition to those in the US 
Congress who are pressing the 
Clinton Administration to 
punish Mexico for its slack¬ 
ness in the drug war. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton is due to make his 
first official visit to Mexico 
next month. 

Rumours about Raul Sali¬ 
nas's unexplained wealth have 
circulated since late 1995 when 
officials froze more than $100 
million in his accounts in 
banks in Switzerland, Ger¬ 
many. France and America. 



From Jonathan Mirsky in hong kong 


Carlos Salinas: letter 
implicates brother 


THE tiny band of surviving 
Hong Kong war widows re¬ 
cently granted British pass¬ 
ports were honoured yester¬ 
day by a special firing of the 
colony's noon-day gun. 

Pulling die lanyard on the 
Hotchkiss three-pounder, 
built in Britain in 1900 and 
made famous by Noel Cow¬ 
ard's song Mad Dogs and 
Englishmen, was Jack Ed¬ 
wards. a veteran of the British 
defence of Hong Kong, who 
for years has been the widows' 
champion. 

Mr Edwards. 78, was 
invited to take part in this 
daily event by Jardines, Hong 
Kong's most venerable trad¬ 
ing house, which sponsors the 
gun-firings at the harbourS 
edge from what is still called 


Lor No 1. the first plot of Hong 
Kong land sold at auction, in 
1841. 

Mr Edwards had almost 
single-handedly forced the 
Home Office into the “U- 
tum" on the widows' and 
wives' passports. “They 
should have given them in 
1981." Mr Edwards said. 
“There were 56 ladies then. 
Now there are 29. 19 of them 
widows. It's shameful. These 
women* husbands gave their 
lives for Britain. Thar’s their 
right of abode — they lie dead 
in' the British war cemeteries 
here." 

But Mr Edwards had en¬ 
joyed the day. “It's the first 
time I've ever fired a gun for 
pleasure. In anger, plenty of 
times during the war." Ac¬ 


companying him were two 
Chinese veterans of the war, 
Albert Chen, of the Hong 
Kong Chinese Regiment and 
Wang Hon-Lee. of the Hong 
Kong Volunteers. Both dis¬ 
played their medals, including 
Burma Stars and Bara, and 
both wore Chindit ties from 
the Burma campaign. 

Mr Chen, like aU such 
servicemen, holds a British 
passport His wife Loretta 
received hers last November. 
“I think well siay here," she 
said. “But now it will be much 
easier to travel." 

Mr Edwards was looking 
forward to his next struggle. 
"Next it’s the Japanese. 
They’ve got to make a full 
official apology ... for what 
they did in China In 1936." 


Spanish town gives official blessing to incestuous couple 


From GilesTremlett 

IN MADRID 

A TOWN in northern Spain has de¬ 
rided to recognise love triangles and 
incestuous couples and give them 
the same rights as married couples. 

The town of Gamble has opened a 
register where any “noiHnatrimo- 
nlal unit" can place itself. Expected 
to put their names on the list are a 
brother and sister couple, Daniel 
and Rosa Marfa Moya Pena, who 
live an openly incestuous relation* 
ship and have two children, “We are 
not interested in what people do 
behind dosed doors, or what tbeir 
sexual relationships might be," said 


Augusto Rey. the Socialist deputy 
mayor. “If they live together, than 
that is enough." 

The Moyas will be able lo apply 
for help with school transport, 
textbooks and out-of-school study 
programmes for their children, 
Cristina 11. and Ivan. 4, when they 
register. They say they have been 
accepted by the people of Cambre, a 
town of 15.000 in La Coruna prov¬ 
ince. The couple, who were brought 
up separately, say they met and fell 
in love IS years ago without know¬ 
ing they were brother and sister. 

When Daniel. JBL who was raised 
by his* father in La Corona, and 
Rosa Maria. 42, who was sent to a 


Madrid orphanage, discovered the 
truth, they found it impossible to 
part "We led a double life fleeing 
from Madrid to Alicante and from 
there to La Coruna, pretending that 
our children were our niece and 
nephew," Senor Moya told £/ Pais 
newspaper. “The people here have 
been fantastic They have never 
looked down on us and the children 
have never had any problems at 
school," he added. The Moyas' 
incestuous relationship had helped 
to inspire the all-encompassing new 
register, Senor Rey admitted. 

Although Cambre’s register, ap¬ 
proved at Wednesday night’s coun¬ 
cil meeting, has legal effect only in 


only in 


town hall matters, the Socialist 
council hopes it will add to a 
national debate on common law 
marriage, A move by left-wing 
parties to include homosexual cou¬ 
ples in a proposed new law was 
narrowly defeated in the national 
parliament by the centre-right Popu¬ 
lar Party (PP) of Jose Maria Aznar, 
the Prime Minister, and its allies on 
March IS. Die issue will be debated 
again next month. 

Many Spanish towns and dries 
have already opened de facto regis¬ 
ters for unmarried couples, and 
some have induded homosexuals. 
But no town has gone as far as 
Cambre. whose Socialist council 


denies ft is encouraging either incest 
or complex Jove relationships in¬ 
volving more than two people. 

Senor Rey said: “If three elderly 
gentlemen who have derided to pool 
their pensions and live in the same 
house together want to register, then 
they can." He hoped that, if a 
common-law marriage were made 
legal those who had registered 
would be able to use their dated 
entry to prove the length of their 
relationship in court 

PP councillors abstained in Wed¬ 
nesday night’s vote. Jorge Trias, the 
party's parliamentary spokesman 
on social affairs, called the derision 
“shocking". 


revolution. “The accused men 
are undergoing psychiatric 
tests, but 1 can tell you that 
they are completely sane," he 
said. "They just believe in all 
this hocus-pocus. like every¬ 
body in the villages.' 1 

The Russian Orthodox 
Church is particularly worried 
about the development. Dur¬ 
ing the years of Soviet rule, 
spiritual life was dominated 
fry faith-healers and mystics. 
Now that the country is under¬ 
going a period of economic 
and social upheaval, the 
Church is finding it difficult to 
reassert its role as the guard¬ 
ian of Russia's spiritual life. 
"We had a long period of total 
absence of spiritual educa¬ 
tion," said Father Aleksandr 
Bulekov, a priest at the Mos¬ 
cow Patriarchate. “People 
have lost the understanding of 
wliat is good and bad, and 
that is why we see so many 
deviations in moral, private 
and sexual life. We are seeing 
a weakening of Christian 
values." 


Moscow 

‘allows 

torture’ 

By Michael Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

SYSTEMATIC and barbaric 
torture is still widespread in 
Russia with prison inmates 
abused, assaulted and even 
asphyxiated, according to 
Amnesty International. 

In a report released yester¬ 
day. rhe human rights 
organisation accused Mos¬ 
cow, which has signed the 
Convention against Torture, 
of passing legislation that con¬ 
travened human rights stan¬ 
dards and made violation 
easier. It said members of 
ethnic minorities were rou¬ 
tinely beaten up by police, 
prisoners were used to ill-treat 
other prisoners, and doctors 
also were known to have co¬ 
operated in torture. 

Detention often "amounted 
to torture". According to re¬ 
ports. prisoners died from 
overcrowding, lack of oxygen 
and poor conditions. 

Amnesty said that on July 11 
prisoners died of heat stroke in 
an overcrowded prison in 
Novokuznetsk. Up to 15 
people were held in cells 
meant for ten. and air temper¬ 
atures rose to 5IC (123.8F). An 
attempted mass suidde had 
taken place at the jail in the 
previous year after beatings. 

“It is clearly within the 
power of Russian authorities 
to take immediate measures ro 
eliminate these illegal prac¬ 
tices," Amnesty said, calling 
for them to be made offences. 
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Voting for the man in the street , 

Will Tony Blair’s neighbours be supporting him in the Qfft 

iBt general election? Julian Kossoff investigates __ ^j] t 




T ake a stroll through the fashion¬ 
able, urban village of Bamsbury, 
an endave of idiosyncratic Vic¬ 
torian squares, terraces and vil¬ 
las in the London borough of Islington' 
.and you cannot help but notice the healthy 
; sprinkling of Vote Labour posters, adorn¬ 
ing many a sash window. 

•; Turn mto Richmond Crescent and the 
trickle of posters turns into a flood. While 
in the surrounding streets it averages 
joughly one in ten, in Richmond Crescent 
the rate jumps to 20 out of 36 houses. 

- No 1 Richmond Crescent has two 

posters in the front window. This is to be 

Expected because it is—for the time being 
V the home of Tony and Cherie Blair, 
their children. Euan. 13. Nicholas. 11. and 
Kathryn, S, plus a live-in nanny. 

Brenda McCormack, a crescent resi¬ 
dent for 20 years, lives opposite No I and 
her poster display reflects the Blairs. She 
denies that the presence of the party 
leader and favourite for the next Prime 
Minister has stirred the crescent com¬ 
munity into an ostentatious display of 
Royalty and support “No. no. This is a 
^street that has always had a tot of Labour 
-supporters,” she says. 

* Likewise, City solicitor Kate O’Rourke, 
27. who has virtually blocked out the light 
to her living room with a record-breaking 
■four posters is adamant that there has not 
been a “famous neighbour effect". “None 
whatsoever," she confirms. “I am actually 
a member of the Labour Party." 

. Biit there is more. Further down the 
street a more expensive-looking property 
has a mere single poster in the window. 
■This is the home of Margaret Hodge, die 
former leader of Islington Council, cur¬ 
rently MP for Barking in east London. 
•Likewise, Chris Smith, MP for Islington 
'Saudi & Finsbury (majority 10,652) for 
'whom so many of the Richmond Crescent 
.residents are kindly advertising. Smith, 
the Shadow Secretary of State for Health, 
could soon become the first ever gay 
politician to came out of the closet and get 
into the Cabinet. 

When Blair was elected as leader of die 
Labour Party in 1994. Islington replaced 
Hampstead and Bloomsbury as a meta¬ 
phor for die lefnsh chattering classes and 
the media went into a freruy of specula¬ 
tion over the emergence of the “Islington 
Person" But many of the people living in 
Richmond Crescent did not even know 



••/r. ill::.-.: . 


The Blairs’ home, right, is not in the most chichi part of Islington, but in a quiet, pleasant street that is a bit tatty round the edges and home to a dutch of residents who criss-cross the social classes 


who he was. “We had a street party 
several years ago and the Blairs came and 
they were a very friendly couple. People 
were saying ‘Is that Tony Blair?* and 
others were saying “Who is Tony Blair,'" 
recalls Ms McCormack. 

The Blairs moved into Richmond 
Crescent four years ago, arriving from 
nearby Stoke Newington where the 
"stripped pine brigade" reside if they 
cannot quite afford the “toppy" Islington 
prices. Thanks to die reputed £200.000 
salary of Cherie Booth. QC, they were 
able to put the deposit down on a house 
that would now sell for £500.000. But 
Richmond Crescent is not the “elegant 
terrace" of hyped press reports, nor is It 


EXCLUSIVE READER OFFERS 


the most chichi part of Islington- In terms 
of local status, it lags behind the 
prestigious Canonbury Square and the 
exquisite houses that line Grand Union 
Canal. Richmond Crescent is a quiet, 
pleasant street and an ideal place to bring 
up children, but it is also a bit tatty at die 
edges and home to a clutch of residents 
who criss-cross the social classes. 

Indeed, the Blairs’view from their front 
window is of the peeling-paint facade of 
Angelo’s Auto, owned by the eponymous 
gruff, middle-aged Greek, sporting a 
three-day growth. There are no political 
posters on the oil-stained walls of his 
small garage, where he bashes away at an 
old Astra, just a collection of pictures of 
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T he Times offers you four months'free 
membership of the Royal Horticultural 
Society during May, June, July and August 
Membership benefits include a free monthly 
copy of The Garden (worth £2.75); unlimited 
free admission for two to RHS gardens Wisley, 
Rosemoor, Devon, and Hyde Hall a further 21 
beautiful gardens across England, plus one in 
Belgium; die opportunity to apply for special 
members’ tickets to flower shows at Chelsea, 
Hampton Court, Malvern, Scotland’s National 
Gardening Show and BBC Gardeners’World 
Live, as well as free entry to the monthly RHS 
shows in London. 

Collect four membership tokens and attach 
them to the direct debit form printed tomorrow. 

Save £10 on an RHS video 

The Times* in association with the RKS offers 
you the opportunity to get an hour-long RHS 
gardening video, worth £14.99 by mail order, 
for only £3.60 including p&p. You can choose 
one video from the eight RHS Practical Guides 
listed in bold on the form, right You can also 
save £2 off any of the 14 RHS videos listed 
which are normally £14.99 by mail order. 







topless, pneumatic blondes. His friends 
call him "Mafia" and h would appear he 
has taken a vow of omertd. He bas been in 
business on the street for 20 years. 

Asked if he sees much of Mr Blair, he 
replies enigmatically: T do my business 
and he does his." Has he ever worked on 
Mr Blair’s car? “No, not yet." he says 
appearing somewhat put out that his 
famous neighbour has never called upon 
his services. 

Indeed, Mr Blair’s family car could do 
with a bit of 1 restoring. “A knackered old 
thing," is how Jim Wortley, 31. a designer 
who lives in a basement flat, describes the 
car. “He’s quite a nice bloke actually," 
says Mr Wortiey. "I often see him on a 
Sunday morning when I’m working on 
my MG and he always says hello." 

Mr Blair’s image as happy family man 
is accurate, says Mr Wortley. “It was 
really nice last year when I was coming 
back with the Sunday papers and reading 
about these massive sleaze stories, involv¬ 
ing the Conservatives, and then I would 
see Mr Blair (after church) with his 
children piling into the knackered old 
Montego estate to go and play football or 
take them swimming.” Mr Wortley says 
he voted Labour last time and will 
“probably" repeat the choice. 

A few minutes later, Mr Wortiey takes 
delivery of a pizza. Alan, the delivery man 
from Kings Pizzas in the nearby down-at- 
heel Caledonian Road, says he has 
delivered pizzas to the Blair household 
before. "1 gave it to one of the boys." 

"The boys" are the most obvious Blair 
family presence on the street Frequently, 
they can be seen rollerskating or playing 
football in the street with the other local 
children. At one end the street, a wall has 
been converted into a goal with a chalk 
outline for the posts and cross bar. 

“My brother plays with the kids, they 
get on well and just generally knock about 
the street together," says Lewellyn John, a 
20-year-old studying natural sciences at 
Girt on College, Cambridge, who has not 


decided whom to vote for. He is home for 
the Easter break, walking his dog. 

He has met Mr Blair only twice. "It was 
early and I was wandering around in my 
dressing-gown. Mr Blair knocked on the 
door. I didn't even know who he was. His 
car had skidded on the ice and hit my 
mother’s Pbugeot and he wanted to report 
it, although there was no damage at all. I 
would have just driven off.” said Mr John. 



Cherie Booth “swans in and out" 

Mr Blair’s stock is high in Richmond 
Crescent. A couple of residents mention 
“that grin" but give the impression that 
when delivered in person on a sunny 
Sunday morning it comes across as 
genuine. Cherie Booth is more aloof, they 
say. One female resident says: “You- see 
her swanning in and out, looking power¬ 
ful." Mr Blair, meanwhile, is rarely seen 
these days, apart from the quick dash 


from his front door to the Leader of the 
Opposition’s limo. 

The Blair children are universally 
popular. "They are just really nice kids," 
says Ms O’Rourke. Nor does she be¬ 
grudge the Blairs’ decision to abandon the 
local school system and send the boys to 
foe grant-maintained London Oratory 
School in Fulham- "It is a matter of choice, 
isn’t it?" 

On the south side of the crescent, where 
the houses have been sub-divided into 
flats, many are still councfl-owned. “I am 
a Conservative at heart" says Stephen 
Flanaghan, 57, who is one of the most 
colourful characters of Richmond Cres¬ 
cent He lives alone on a disability grant 
in one of the council flats, dabbling with a 
paintbrush and creating what we agree to 
describe as “libidinous art". He says the 
Blairs are nice people, but is less sure 
about Margaret Hodge. “She’s never had 
any time for me really," he says. 

A fervent monarchist with a huge 
picture of a young Queen by his bedside, 
he is also a supporter of a united Ireland. 
However, he has drawn up his own 
political poster and put it in die window. It 
reads “Vote for he Coalition Party”. “I’d 
really like all the four parties (including 
the Greens) to work together.” he says. 

At the far end of Richmond Crescent, 
outside a small block of purpose-built 
council pats. Negus Walters, 85, is 
standing in front of his rose bushes—“my 
little show". He is a Toiy strategist's 
dream, a hard-working, working-doss 
man and a lifelong Conservative voter. 

He is unimpressed by Mr Blair’s efforts 
to modernise the Labour ftrty. “What I 
don’t like about Labour is the unions, they 
are still too strong." 

No For Sale sign has gone up alongside 
the election posters. But as Tony Blair 
ponders the possibility of moving from No 
1 to No 10. he must be concerned about its 
impact on his family life after what 
appears to have been four very happy 
years in Richmond Crescent. 


Why I’m not backing Tony 
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CHANGING TIMES 


R ichmond Crescent is 
a veritable fortress 
for new Labour. Not 
surprising, really, with the 
lord of the manor, Tony 
Blair, living at No I. As if to 
underline his majesty, police 
are patrolling the lithe s treet 
24 hours a day and imposing 
tough parking restrictions. 

The cr e s c en t is ideal new 
Labour territory — elegant 
Victorian terraced housing; 
most of the occupants earn 
E3a000-£200QQQ; and au 
pairs and nannies a-plenty. 
To gild Tony Blair’s escutch¬ 
eon with some street credi¬ 
bility. there are even some 
working-class families here. 
The only thing missing from 
this almost quintessential 
new Labour manor is a 
Spice Girl or two. 

But just a few doors down 
from Mr Blair. I and a few 
other recusants have been 
plotting a jacquerie. Three 
lifelong Labour voters live in 
this bouse and one who will 
be going to the polls for the 
first time. The stirrings of 
revolt began a few weeks ago 
when one of us muttered 
that it was time to give the 
Monster Raving Loony Par¬ 
ty a chance. 

Before long a council of 
war was held. Three of us 
agreed to jettison the habits 
of a lifetime and not vote 


Misha Glenny on the revolt 
just a few doors down the road 


Labour. We are not staunch 
old Labour but the born- 
again market evangelism of 
Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown sticks in our gullets. 
We cannot square certain 
principled beliefs about the 
health service and state edu¬ 
cation with the Shadow 
Chancellor’s obsession 
about holding down the 
basic rate of tax. If we 
wanted a Tory government, 
we would vote Tory. 

I admit to feeling guilty 
because I am convinced that 
Robin Cook has tile requisite 
wit and cunning to make an 
excellent Foreign Secretary. 
But Mr Cook could not 
swing the council of war. 
Enough is enough. Our 
votes would go elsewhere. 

The first-time voter. less 
curmudgeonly cynical than 
her elders, remains undecid¬ 
ed. No fan of Tony Blair’s, 
she nontheless likes Chris 
Smith, our focal MP. In an 
admirable display of civic 
responsibility; she intends to 
check out the other local 
candidates to see if they are 
desening of her vote. 

We three elders should be 
faithful retainers in toe for¬ 


ward march of new Labour. 
Middle-class, property own¬ 
ers, highly educated, congen¬ 
ital opponents of the Tories, 
yet all of us find Mr Blair’s 
style too patronising and his 
programme unconvincing. 

Are we an aberrant group 
of stick-in-the-muds? It is 
possible that we represent a 
psephologically insignifi¬ 
cant sub-group of the chat¬ 
tering dasses. But we might 
be more substantia! than 
that 

A t the last election, 
people told the poll¬ 
sters that they would 
vote Labour and then voted 
Tory. It is possible that this 
time round, traditional Lab¬ 
our voters are saying that 
they will vote Labour and 
then won’t be able to go 
through with tL But if not 
Labour, who? The Tories, 
I’m afraid, don't get a look- 
in. Apart from being sea¬ 
soned enemies of the Tories, 
we all have personal reasons 
for wanting them out J will 
have to wait many years 
before f recoup the £35.000 
of negative equity acquired 
m the Tory boom years — 


this week's news about the 
rise in house prices barely 
dents the losses I sustained. 

Lib DemS? Well, we all 
applaud their commitment 
to increasing tax to meet the 
costs of the public sector. The 
female elder, however, finds 
it impossible to vote for a 
party which boasts the anti¬ 
abortion campaigner David 
Alton as a member. She 
believed her problem solved 
when Swampy announced 
his candidature on the Nev¬ 
er Mind the Ballots Party. 
But his announcement was 
an April Fool’s jape. 

One elder is voting Lib 
Dem. Following the 
Swampy debacle, the female 
elder, the most militant 
among us. has toyed with the 
heresy of returning to the 
Labour fold. This may well 
be Tony Blair's secret weap¬ 
on — inertia triumphs 
because of the lack of a 
credible alternative: I will 
not vote Labour or Tory. Lib 
Dems remain the front-nm- 
nets. But for the first time in 
an ejection, I intend to 
scrutinise every programme 
on offer — from local issues 
to the people who dress up as 
bunnies and penguins. May 
the best funy animal win. 

• The author is a writer on 
foreign policy who occasionally 

votes in British elections 
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' When you’re 
called Rupert 
Graves, you 
can’t lose 

- i The newest star of the West End on his unlikely 
r journey from small-time circus clown to the Old Vic 








T here is a lot of 
snobbery in acting.'’ 
Rupert Graves 
says, "and being 
called Rupert doesn’t hurt." 
For a while, after his film 
debut as Helena Bonham 
Carter's sweet younger broth¬ 
er Freddie in A Room With A 
View, the cachet bestowed by 
"Rupert" brought sriff invita¬ 
tions to Sloaney parties in 
Fulham. 

People assumed he must be 
a scion of the poet Robert 
Graves’s family. “I believe my 
brother was with you at 
Ampleforth," they would say. 
Whereupon Graves would re¬ 
mind them that he was at 
Wyvem Comprehensive, Wes¬ 
ton-super-Mare. The lad has 
done awfully well since he left 
there at the age of 15 with one 
grade C in sociology. (So much 
for the contemporary insis¬ 
tence that there is no future for 
anyone without a fistful of 
grade As.) At least the school 
rook him on a theatre trip to 
Bath, where he saw Warren 
Mitchell in Death of A Sales¬ 
man, and thought, an actor’s 
fife for me. 

He is having a great success 
in Peter Hall's first Old Vic rep 
season, in Huriyburly. David 
Rabe’s 1984 Broadway hit. a 
Mamet-like piece — fast vio¬ 
lent funny, wisecracking. The 
opening night was theatrically 
historic. Eighteen minutes 
from the final curtain. Graves 
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was in mid-speech when the 
stage manager rushed on 
Stage and called the perfor¬ 
mance to a halt. The Old Vic 
was evacuated by a bomb 
scare. {Was this because the 
title Huriyburly came from the 
Scottish play, Benedict Night¬ 
ingale wondered.! The audi¬ 
ence gathered, agog to know 
how it ended, on the grotty, 
wino-ridden Waterloo Road 
scrubland. So the cast bravely 
continued performing in the al 
fresco chill, sans props, shout¬ 
ing over the roar of passing 
buses. They deserved their 
standing ovation. 

"It was bizarre, surreal." 
Graves says. He has been 
fighting flu ever since. 

He is a gamin figure, his 
chin stubbled from “exhaus¬ 
tion and laziness". A pack of 
Camels reposes on the table. 
Graves had cut down to six a 
day until this play, but Eddie 
— a man fuelled by alcohol 
and cocaine — is a heavy 
smoking part “A consuming 
part, in every sense." Never 
tried coke himself? "God. no!" 
he shouts. 

As a boy he learnt comic 
music-hall monologues (from 
his musician father, who 
taught piano) and hung out 
with a punk crowd on the less 
genteel side of the seaside 
town. Af school he was “use¬ 
less. inattentive, resisting, 
tired. I jusr found growing up 
very tiring. I was a moony boy, 
day-dreaming, often ill — 
glandular fever, lots of colds. 

The local jobcentre had no 
acting jobs to offer. The 
nearest thing was a iR 
apprenticeship with a small, 
old-fashioned travelling arcus 
" whidihad come to town and 
lost its clown. “I became 
Weedv the Clown in a purple 
suit ‘l used to hate arcus 
clowns as a kid silly, 
painful, overgrown fools. He 
said he has tried to write aboui 
his circus experience but 
"there aren't many personal 
dynamics in a circus: everyone 
jus huddled in their caravans 

every night”. . . 

To go from the arcus, via 


Butlin’s at Skegness, to a 
leading role at the King’s 
Head Theatre in Islington 
seems a fantastic leap of luck. 
But the director Dan 
Crawford remembers that 
when 18-year-old Graves arri¬ 
ved to audition as Kenneth 
Grahame's unhappy son (who 
put his head on the railway 
track) in The Killing of Air 
Toad, “he was leagues ahead 
of all the others". 

Natural aptitude, and 
brown-eyed charm, took him 
swiftly into the West End, and 
the National, and into roles 
such as the highly strung poet 
Marchbanks in Shaw’s Can¬ 
dida. When Celestia Fox cast 
him as Freddie Honeychurch 
in A Room With a View, he 
says he blushed with terror 
throughout and they had to 
dub out the Somerser ("hote-w- 
1". for hotel) in his accent. 

“1 thought I was so bad. I 
said to James Ivory: ‘I’m so 
sorry. I’ve messed the whole 
film up,’ and he said: ‘It’s all 
right, your part’s not big 
enough ro mess the whole 
thing up.’" 

In another E.M. Forster 
film. Maurice, he played 
Scudder the gamekeeper, who 
climbs into Maurice’s bed¬ 
room and seduces him. He 
seemed to be habitually of¬ 
fered sexually ambiguous 
roles — because of being 
pretty? “1 think there was a 
fashion for gay roles," he says, 
“and once I’d done Maurice 
and Torch Song Trilogy — 
well, people are very unimagi¬ 
native. aren’t they?" 

At 33, he enjoys domestic 
contentment in a small rented 
Dat in Stoke Newington with 
his girlfriend Yvonne, a ma¬ 
ture student reading history. 
“When I'm in a play she turns 
into an orphan. I just crash out 
or say ’be quid, I’m learning 
my lines’." He said he was a 
loafer by nature. “I loaf in the 
local park with my greyhound" 
Roland, as in Rat [he was 
named by the RSPCAJ. We 
loaf together." 

A busy sort of loafer. Ever 
since 1982 he has popped up all 
over the place: in the mud as 
Lysander in Robert Lepage’s 
extraordinary Midsummer 
Night's Dream; as sexy Otto in 
Sean Matthias’s Design for 
Living: as the loyal equerry 
Grevtile in The Madness of 
King George; as the transves¬ 
tite David/Davina in the tele¬ 
vised dram3 of the Stephen 
Waldorf shootings: as the 
wretched son of Jeremy Irons 
in Louis Malle’s Damage. 

L ast year alone, he was 
brilliantly cast 
against type as Hun¬ 
tingdon in The Ten¬ 
ant of Wildfell Hall, appeared 
with the RSC in Les Enfams 
du Paradis, and also made 
five films, three still awaiting 
release. 1 asked what they 
were about. He laughed. 
“Dangerous question. Actors 
always say: ‘It’s about me. I'm 
this butler 

In Intimate Relations, he is 
Harold Guppy, a violent, 
spineless lodger involved with 
his landlady. Julie Walters. In 
Different For Girls, he's a 
wastrel motorbike messenger 

who takes up with an old 
schoolfri’end who has changed 
sex. In Mrs Dalloway he is the 
shell-shocked Warren 
Septimus Smith. “I’d never 
read any Virginia Woolf be¬ 
fore, but the more l looked into 
her life the more 1 loved her. A 
dot on rhe wallpaper can open 
up whole worlds.” 

His diffidence about dis¬ 
cussing roles in literary’ terms 
— “I shy away: I feel so 
uneducated" — makes the 
intelligence of his perfor¬ 
mances the more striking. In 
Hurlvburfy he plays Eddie, a 
casting director "whose house 
in the Hollywood Hills has 
become a viper-pit of 
tional divorced men who btten 
about women, play power 
games and behave very badly. 
Eddie watches his friendships 
disintegrate, which of course 
sends him batrv. But the 
themes are so neatly woven, 
it’s like trying ro explain an 
embroidered shawl." 

He now wants to write a 



pop on Friday: the Chemical 
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short film, the kind that wins 
awards and gets bought by 
French television and makes 
money’. He keeps working for 
minimal wages, or “deferred 
payments" in films. He is so 
un-self-absorbed, he has not 
even read his notices. They are 
very good. “If is worth crawl¬ 
ing over broken glass to get to 
this production.” said Kalei¬ 
doscope. 

• Huriyburly. now extended to 
Mav. is on every Sunday and 
Monday at the Old Vfc 0l7l-£2? 
761b. 



Rupert Graves: brown-eyed g amin charm, with a hint of stubble on the chin he puts down to a mixture of “exhaustion and laziness" 
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Why should 
we thank 
the Tories? 

The economy still has structural 
flaws, says Tessa Blackstone 


I t would be very surprising 
if die British economy were 
not doing quite well at pre- 
sent We are at the most favour¬ 
able part of the economic cycle, 
the last recession several yean 
astern, unemployment falling 
and with little sign of inflation 
picking up. The Tories are 
naturally anxious to take full 
credit. In effect, they say: 
"Look, ft's a wonderful dawn, 
aren't we clever?" The elector¬ 
ate. however, is unimpressed. 
Experience has taught dial 
night tends to follow day. And 
even if die crowing of the cock 
marks the dawn, no one thinks 
the bird is responsible. 

The Government cannot 
complain if the voters do not 
give it credit. No one can recall 
Messrs Major, Clarke and 
Hesdtine campaigning in 1992, 
in the midst of recession, on the 
slogan “It's all our fault”. The 
recession was a global pheno¬ 
menon, we were assured: ev¬ 
eryone in the world was suffer¬ 
ing: the British Government 
was not responsible. That our 
recession was much worse than 
that in most other countries 
was not acknowledged. 

Even now, the efforts to take 
credit are hilariously selective. 
Inflation? The lowest in years; 
no mention of its being among 
the highest in Europe. Growth? 

Faster than almost _ 

anywhere else in 
Europe, we are told; Hie 
no mention of its 
being unimpressive care 

by historical • 

standards. mve5 

There is justice in qjjJi 

the public scepti¬ 
cism. Ken Clarice's is fo 
“sound macroeeon- 
amic judgments" _ 

were forced on the Govern¬ 
ment. kidring and screaming, 
by the failure of its exchange- 
rate mechanism policy. Mr 
Major entered at the wrong 
rate, as Labour said at the 
time, ignored the effect of 
German reunification, and 
then spent billions of pounds 


Hie Tories 
care about 
investment 
only if it 
is foreign 


last time the people were 
regaled with talk about an 
economic renaissance was in 
the Lawson boom. They ended 
up facing soaring unemploy¬ 
ment and negative equity cm 
their houses. 

This time the recovery is 
more modest, partly because 
die public is cautious. They 
have learnt their lesson. Thty 
will save more, borrow less 
and not believe what they are 
told by ministers. Polls show 
that people’s expectations are 
low. They know that beneath 
the massaged unemployment 
statistics the reality is of only 
slow growth in employment 
still not bade to pre-recession 
levels after five years of "recov¬ 
ery'’, and that half the new 
jobs are part-time, temporary 
and low-paid. 

No one thinks this unim¬ 
pressive recovery could be 
safely accelerated by more 
government spending or by 
easy money. Labour has ac¬ 
knowledged that with the Gov¬ 
ernment still borrowing heav¬ 
ily there can be no overall 
increase in public expenditure. 
But the Toty reforms have 
totally failed to strengthen 
Britain's productive potential. 
Even now, the recovery is 
consumer-led, with overall in¬ 
vestment hardly growing at 
_ all, and investment 

. in manufacturing 

Tries actually down by 9 

, per cent in 1996. The 

DOUt Government seems 

to care about invest- 
ment on^y when it is 
jf foreign. It is 

the persistent neg- 
jign lect of domestic in- 

____ vestment that has 

— undermined the 

country’s productive base: No 

wonder Inal while die Tories 
crow about consumer-driven 
growth, die City and the Bank 
of England fret about inflation 
and higher interest rates. With 
more than 1.6 million unem¬ 
ployed. could there be more 
eloquent testimony to the at- 


in a vain attempt to avoid ; feebled state of the supply side 


humiliating ejection. . 

Taxation policy has also 
been a shambles. It is normal 
for interest rates to go up and 
down, but the Tories’ fiscal yo¬ 
yo is a sure sign of incompe¬ 
tence. If cutting income tax 
rates immediately before this 
election was justified, how can 
it have been right to have been 
putting so many taxes up just 
12 months before? The Gov¬ 
ernment had a massive fiscal 
blowout before the 1992 elec¬ 
tion — courtesy of Chancellors 
Major and Lament — which 
eventually drove public bor¬ 
rowing to nearly £50 billion a 
year, just under 8 per cent of 
gross domestic product Twen¬ 
ty-two tax increases followed 
the election- The last lot were 
barely on the books before Mr 
Clarke changed tack again in 
November 1996. 

And there is no escape in 
looking at a longer perspec¬ 
tive. The outstanding feature 
of IS years of Tory macroecon¬ 
omic policy has been instabil¬ 
ity. Our economy has been 
twice as unstable as Germ¬ 
any’s over tite past 20 years 
and one and a half times as 
unstable as those of the US, 
Japan and Italy. Britain has 
spent longer in recession titan 
other developed nations. We 
have had two massive reces¬ 
sions, which destroyed about a 
quarter of our industrial capa¬ 
city, and a redd ess consumer 
boom in between based on 
exploding asset prices. The 


of the economy? 


W hat it'shows is that 
all the labour market 
“reforms", afl the 
privatisations, all the starva¬ 
tion of public services and 
growth of inequality have 
achieved in aggregate nothing 
that can be measured, no in¬ 
crease at all in our sustainable 
growth. The real, deep struc¬ 
tural weaknesses in the British 
economy have been missed 
and allowed to fester our 
inadequate training, our relar 
tiveiy declining research and 
development, our elitist educa¬ 
tional system that neglects half 
our people, our high real 
interest rates and our short¬ 
term management, which re¬ 
sult in inadequate investment 
As the Commission on Public 
Polity and British Business 
summarised it to foe fury of 
Michael Heseltine, Britain has 
“too many inefficient and 
poorly run companies; too 
many underachieving people; 
too little investment in re¬ 
search innovation and physi¬ 
cal capital”. 

That is the real indictment 
of Conservative economic pol¬ 
icy. Tackling those structural 
weaknesses will be the task of 
the next Labour government 
Labour's policies will be driv¬ 
en by the need to increase 
investment in industrial ca¬ 
pacity, in people and in ideas. 

Baroness Blackstone is a Lab¬ 
our spokesman in the Lords. 



No Labour sleaze 


S oho is becoming more gay, in 
both senses. The area is less 
sleazy than in days when het¬ 
erosexual dip-joints and 
dirty cinemas set the scene. Now 
Soho is dominated by cofee bars and 
bistros, and a more cheerful, stylish, 
above-board atmosphere prevails. 
Casualty dressed young men, their 
hair slightly too dean and their 
dothes slightly too cool — men who 
take a little more trouble with their 
appearance than a man ought — 
queue for their cappuccinos or prom¬ 
enade in groups and pairs. So for 
from being furtive, this crowd is there 
to be seen. 

A few hundred yards away.Just off 
Trafalgar Square and not a mile from 
the Houses of Parliament; is a bar 
more representative of the half-sub¬ 
merged homosexual scene of the old 
London. It is in a basement Its name 
is Brief Encounter. The atmosphere 
here—noisy and sweaty — is condu¬ 
cive to encounters of a rather casual, 
if dose, kind. You would not call the 
venue hidden, but while opera-goers 
from the Coliseum ambling past the 
entrance on a warm evening in early 
spring might sense the heat and 
bustle below the street. Brief Encoun¬ 
ter has never been a place to pose. 
Once out onto the pavement, many of 
its customers aim to slip, unnoticed, 
into the night 

It was on such an evening not 
many weeks ago that I was walking 
with a friend along St Martini Lane. 
Near Ihe entrance to Brief Encounter 
we ran into someone who is known to 
me. He is quite a senior Labour MP, 
a married man. He was with a friend, 
a man whom we also both know. 

We exchanged greetings. The Lab¬ 
our MP. a good man who knows he 
can trust me, seemed distracted. 
“We’ve just had a rather unpleasant 
moment in Brief Encounter ...” he 
began. His friend silenced him. The 
implication was dear. My friend and 
I moved to silence him too. We sensed 
without speaking that even among 
friends there axe tilings best not dis¬ 
closed unless there is a reason, be¬ 
cause what we do not know we need 
not conceal I had no wish to know. 

And even if I did. nothing — no 
principled argument about gay 
rights, no desire to ingratiate myself 
with Conservative Central Office, no 
offer of money from a tabloid news¬ 
paper ... no, not even a million 
pounds, not even an argument for 
self-preservation — would induce me 
to tell anyone the Labour MPS nama 
There are three reasons. 

First because I do not disapprove 
of his behaviour. It might have been 


There are lots of sticks with which to beat 
the Blairites, but who wants to know? 


foolish, but the world is a strange 
place and. trapped by circumstance, 
people behave strangdy. I am disin¬ 
clined to judge. Second, because, even 
if me did disapprove, to tell others — 
and especially the sensationalist 
press—would be dishonourable. For 
readers of The Times that hardly 
requires elucidation. 

Either of these arguments alone 
would seal my lips. Together they are 
unanswerable. But there is a third 
reason to reject any idea of trying to 
purvey tills tittle-tattle. Few would 
want to buy it 

A tabloid editor might I suppose, 

toy with the idea of • _ 

running the story 
on an inside page, if {““71 yf* 
only (given all the f b /1/1/ 
Tory stories) to ere- f 

' ate a half-hearted 
impression of bal- rvi 

ance; but a mom- 
ent*s thought sug- - 

gests it would be an 
also-ran. The truth is that “Labour 
sleaze” is not the flavour of the hour. 
The press are hardly interested in it 
Peregrine Worsthorne, writing tins 
week in London's Evening Standard, 
says: “It is difficult to believe that 
there are not some Labour politicians 
around who could be exposed if the 
Tory newspapers were realty trying. 
Are they trying, and, if not why not? 
In my view, they axe not trying.. 

And of course there is Labour 
sleaze. Journalists who follow these 
affairs, reading of my chance meeting 
in St Martin'S Lane, wfll turn their 
minds immediately to half a dozen or 
so Labour MPs: the usual suspects. I 
must tell them that my friend was 
none of these. The Commons is full of 
surprises. As for the heterosexual 
side of things, where there is life there 
is adultery; and, despite appearances, 
there is life in new Labour. 

There is financial scandal there, 
too, though ] suspect rather less than 
among Conservatives. It is in local 
government that Labour sleaze 
outstinks the Tories, and there are 
some shocking local government 
stories in the air at present. Local gov¬ 
ernment is always a turn-off for the 
national press, but in this atmo¬ 
sphere of heightened electoral tension 
nothing would be easier than to invite 
Tony Blair to show what he would 
call “leadership” by condemning or 
expelling alleged miscreants — and 


then make an issue of his response. 

Let me share a secret with you: the 
British press is unlikely to bother. 
Consciously in same cases, unconsci¬ 
ously in others, nobody is looking for 
a stick with which to beat the Labour 
Party, though plenty of sticks lie 
around us. Just imagine, for instance, 
that it was John Major who had first 
challenged Tony Blair noisily and re¬ 
peatedly to a televised debate. Ima¬ 
gine then that, to everyone’s surprise. 
Blair had accepted. Suppose then 
that after a week's argy-bargying. 
Major had withdrawn, even though 
Blair was finally prepared to accept 
_ all the broadcasters’ 

. _ terms. Think how 

i// contemptuously the 

TTnPlV press would have 

VktJvH/ presented ■ Majors 

• running away! 

fT/jP "Any place, any 

’ ^ time!" I ask you! 

— — The Labour leader’s 

wriggling, now that 
his challenge has been accepted, from 
the very debate he has been shouting 
for, is the sort of unseemly spectacle 
at which the dogs of the press and 
their cartoonist friends could lark 
and snap for days, all across their 
front pages, were they disposed to. 
Tfrey are not disposed to. I find the re¬ 
sponse of the British media to the 
BLair-Mandelson cop-out — a re¬ 
sponse which has ranged from an 
amusedly raised eyebrow on the in¬ 
side pages to complete silence—quite 
breathtaking. 

Some in the press do feel uncom¬ 
fortable about this, but not many and 
not very. In much the way Tony Blair 
has begun to talk about the reforms 
of the 1980s as though “the Eighties", 
rather than a group of Conservative 
women and men, had enacted those 
reforms (so that to challenge them 
would be “going bad; on the past" — 
end of argument), so journalists pre¬ 
fer to see themselves as reporting the 
news, rather than making it There is 
a weird tendency among newspaper¬ 
men to describe the operation of their 
own judgment as though it were a 
phenomenon of nature, rather titan 
the exercise of personal choice. Thus, 
a colleague may remark. “I don’t 
think that Labour sleaze story has 
legs". This is media-speak for “the 
story will soon disappear from the 
newspapers". But why will it disap¬ 
pear? Only if we stop putting it there 


Uncertified 


LIKE certain dotty old men, foe 
Referendum Party behaves with 
deranged logic. When it derided to 
send out millions of copies of a 
promotional video, ft did not count 
on thousands of them bring sent 
back. Cue operational meltdown. 

The week before last, 2.000 
videos were returned to the party's 
Westminster headquarters in a sin¬ 
gle day. Sackloads arrived 
by foe hour, either because the ad¬ 
dresses no longer exist, or with 
abusive messages from ungrateful 
recipients. 

. As foe mail men sweated, the 
flood of videos split out of the 
mailr oom into the corridors- 
“Cripes,” thought party officials, 
-what if fierce, super-efficient Sir 
James Goldsmith sees this?" So 
they called a crisis meeting with 
Royal Mail and the mailshot 
company in Bedford. It was agreed 

foat foe Royal Mafl would forward 

all returned videos to foe Bedford 
company, where they now sit in a 
warehouse. 

“The Referendum Party has ad¬ 
vised us not to dicuss sensitive poli¬ 
tical matters," says the maflshot 
company. BTB Maflffight 


Bernard Shrixnsfey, the Ref¬ 
erendum Party’s chief press of¬ 
ficer was more forthcoming. 
“When you consider that well over 
a million videos have been sent out 
so fer, the returns have been 
infinitesimal," he says confidently. 
“We will be redistributing the 
returned videos." And so the cycle 







“I want to report a 
suspicious package” 


• With fears of a hosepipe ban 
once again making news, grounds¬ 
men at Aintree an working over¬ 
time to get the course ready for 
Saturdays Grand NationaL In 
the 48 hours before the race, the 
parched course will be saturated 
with more than 2O0JD0O gallons cf 
water. 


Money talks 

LITERARY talk is that Louis de 
Bemifcres, author of the tremen¬ 
dous Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, 
has been approached by Trans- 
world Publishing for a two-book 
deal worth £350,000. 

He may yet nudge the whopping 
£500.000 achieved by Martin Amis 
last year. Decidedly reluctant with 
the facts, but unable to deny foe 
gossip, de Bern&res says: “My 
agent will kill me. I have had plen¬ 
ty of lunches recentty. Transworld 
is just one of many... you will just 
have to waft and see.” 

A’leaping 

FROM his comfortable billet in 
foe lush South African suburb of 
Constants. Earl Spencer has tek- 
en matters in hand at A1 thorp, his 
family's Northamptonshire tone. 



Bonkers 


He has ordered estate agents to sell 
five more ancestral tides to raise 
money to restore the house where 
he (and Diana. Princess of Wales) 
grew up. 

When faced with a £200,000 
plumbing tall last summer, Spen¬ 
cer simply sold five titles, including 
the lordship of Wimbledon — 
which sold for £171.000 on its own, 
boosted by contrived speculation 
about Boris Becker’s in te r est. 

This time round, Spencer is 
offering the lordships of Wands¬ 
worth, Battersea and others, in¬ 
cluding that of Lower Bodding- 
ton. As he said last time: "Frank¬ 
ly there are so many of these titles 
that I’m not going to miss foe ones 
that go," 

•Afl traces of Labour's gnarled 
old image were expunged from the 


yet 


will it disappear. Stories have no legs 
but tiie legs we give them. 

“I doubt whether this is a story." 
one may hear. This means “I doubt if 
my editor wants to make it a story". It 
is as though foe journalist wished un¬ 
consciously to airspray himself, and 
his own role, out of the picture; as 
though we lived in a world where 
“stories" were almost physical enti¬ 
ties. born to live, thrive, languish and 
die as flesh-and-blood creatures do: 
and we were only foe midwives and 
undertakers, watching, taking photo¬ 
graphs and writing it down, as 
nature, relentless, pitiless and un¬ 
swerving. takes her course. 

Are we scared of ourselves, we in 
the media? Are we ashamed of our 
own power, embarrassed by our. in¬ 
fluence. nervous at the hands we hold 
to the very windpipe of those whom 
we suffer to live or die? Are we afraid 
.that if our role were to be folly de^ 
scribed and property acknowledged, 
we might be brought to account? Do 
we lie awake at night, havmg penned 
our glorifications or vilifications of 
those elected politicians who claim 
the democratic right to govern, and 
wonder what democratic legitimacy 
attaches to bur own part in that 
government? And if we govern too, 
what “standards in public life" might 
be applied to our own lives? 

I n the end. we take refuge in 
numbers. Millions, we muse,- 
choose to buy our paper or 
switch on our programme. No¬ 
body forces them to. Their choice 
reflects confidence in... 

In what? How can they know what 
is going on. when they have only our 
word for it? Hew can they choose, 
when we. as a media pack, simply fol¬ 
low each other around, barking? Are 
we made in our readers' image, or are 
they reflecting ours? Or is it a hall of 
mirrors, reflections of reflections, 
echoes amplifying echoes, rising and 
dying according to laws we cannot 
know? 

There will be no Labour sleaze in 
this election. The media have com¬ 
manded it. The election wfll then 
return a Labour government. The 
media wfll then declare that the 
people have spoken, and the media 
have spoken for the people. After 
that, there will be Labour sleaze. The 1 
media will command it Their ven- 1 
geance will be terrible. 

So I say to my brief encounter in St 
Martin’s Lane, and to some of his 
friends: from May 2, watch out. What 
they will do to you will be as unfair as 
what, to your evident satisfaction, 
they are now doing to the Tories. 


manifesto released yesterday. For 
one illustration, designers had 
planned to use a picture of an 
earthy couple buying apples at 
their local market Shadowy advis¬ 
ers vetoed the picture and replaced 
it with Mr and Mrs Middle-Class 
picking at shelves in a gleaming 
supermarket — which is where new 
Labour voters shop. 



THANKS for the latest supermar¬ 
ket bonkbuster go to Soka Gakkai. 
the Jay organisation of Nichiren 
Diashonin’s Buddhism. 

Julia Stephenson, aged 32. the 
daughter of a Surrey-based furni¬ 
ture tycoon and a former girl¬ 
friend of Dame Barbara Cart- 
land’s grandson. Viscount Lewis¬ 
ham, claims that it was the 
Buddhist group that inspired her 
to write Pandora’s Diamond, a 
book about one middle-class wom¬ 
an's escape into the Eurocrash and 
carciofb mushroom set 

“Desperation, and foe fear of an 
entry in The Guinness Book of 
Records es foe oldest virgin in hist¬ 
ory." the book promises, lead Pan¬ 
dora. "to feng shui. an ancient 
science which enables her to take 
control of her destiny.” 

Lord Lewisham wfll make an ap- 


’•*<*> liSis 


Julia Stephenson 

pearance in foe book, but Miss Ste¬ 
phenson. like her heroine, is no 
angering romantic. “I've written 
much more about his house than 
about him. It’s so much more 
interesting." 
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Fury ofan 
inquisitor 
scorned 

Nicholas 
Wapshott on 

Paxo’s outburst 


T he stalwarts of the Garrick 
Club bar may rue the day they 
bl ackballed Jeremy Paxman 
when they read foe interview with 
him in today’s New Statesman. For in 
his withering remarks about John. 
Major. Labour worthies and the way 
foe BBC runs things, he has shown 
that he is undoubtedly one of them: 
forthright, opinionated and indis¬ 
creet. It comes as no surprise, 
perhaps, to discover that Faxo is at 
heart a young curmudgeon, since he 
has built his reputation on bullying 
politicians on Newsnight and harry¬ 
ing stammering students on Univer¬ 
sity Challenge. 

But who would have thought he 
would be so rash as to blow oft steam 
in print at this stage of foe election? 
Kingsley Amis, in his Lucfy Jim 
phase, might well have said, “One of 
foe problems is that the English have 
this obsession with looking bade The 
rural idyll was out of date when 
Baldwin about it and ludi¬ 

crous when Major did. Warm beer, 
old folk cycling to Communion, 
cricket on foe village green — all that 
boll odes that tiie Toiy conference did 
three years ago." But Amis would not 
have added, as Paxman did, “Don't 
use the word bollocks." 

And you can hear tiie Amis of The 
Old Devils saying “Of course I get 
impatient, and sometimes I’m afraid 
I let it show. One shouldn't really. But 
it's very difficult to remain calm when 
you're listening to someone talk com¬ 
plete bollocks." Not to mention 
“Wonderful to see all these people 
getting their snouts in the trough, 
isn't it? 1 mean foe new Labour aristo¬ 
cracy. Why are we supposed to be¬ 
lieve that filling the Lords with a few 
hand-picked placemen and women is 
more democratic than having a 
bunch of hereditary peers?" 

There is more. All those who have 
groaned at the Dimbleby brothers' 
monopoly of election-night television 
wfll nod at Paxman’s complaint “It is 
part of foe constitution in this country 
that all major events have to be 
presented by a Dimbleby." And he 
needs little prompting to bite the 
hand that feeds him. Answering John 
Birt*s criticism of him as “sneering", 
he replies to tiie BBC’s Director- 
General: “Incredulity, scepticism 
maybe. But sneering I don’t like." 

B ut if'Paxman's strength is his 
ability to ask tiie pointed 
questions, to treat politicians ’ 
as hostile witnesses in the dock and, 
on being fobbed off, to give the 
incredulous slow bum to camera 
which Dame Edna reserves for 
guests who have inadvertently let out 
a double-entendre, it is also his 
weakness. Pblitirians are usually so 
keen to get on television that they wfll 
risk all sorts of indignities, even a 
rough ride with Paxman. But with 
May 1 looming they may just say no. 

In foe old days, when the term- 
“span-doctor" meant nothing more 
sinister than a Sadler’s Wells physio¬ 
therapist. Wilson. Heath and Callag¬ 
han obeyed the taxi-rank rule and 
took who they were given. Margaret 
Thatcher changed all that, as she 
changed so many other things. She 
traded Robin Day for Jimmy Young 
and later, in her bunker years, she 
would grant audiences only to those 
she loiew would temper their polite 
probing with some quiet fawiing. 
David Frost and Alastair Burnet 
were both gentle with her coinddm- 
taliy both were knighted by her. Arise 
Sir Jeremy? I don’t think so. 

The only exception to this rule is 
the Today programme and its hosts 
James Naughtie and John Huraph- 
rys. Despite breakfast television, foe 
Radio 4 flagship still sets the tone of 
the political day. And while both 
Humphrys and Naughtie have, like 
Brian Redhead before them, been 
accused, on air, of political bias, they 
are protected by the power of their 
audience. Take too many liberties 
with that nice Mr Naughtie, such a 
reassuring friend when introducing 
those lovely live opera relays, and 
half of Middle England will hit you 
over the head with their umbrellas. 

But if this is a difficult time for 
politicians to be interviewed, it is also 
a difficult time to be an interviewer. 
Paxman has had his three bites at foe 
cherry, interviewing each party lead¬ 
er in turn. Major tried to ingratiate: 
Blair blanched; and Ashdown very 
nearly leapt out of his diair and 
punched mm on foe nose for imperti¬ 
nently dismissing his party as a 
waste of time. But that is the election 
as good as over for Paxa Thanks to 
g°°d media management by foe par¬ 
ties, he won’t get a fourth bite. 

Instead on election night, as he told 
Mary Riddell, the man who asks foe 
questions the licence-fee payers 
would like to ask will be “sitting in a 
little pen at the side of the studio" 
watching Dimbleby major take foe 
limelight It is an odd use of 
resources. Would a major American 
network waste such a popular asset 
in this way? (And would a major 
American media star put up with it?) 

But wait. The good electors of Tat¬ 
too are looking'for an honest, up¬ 
right, non-partisan champion to 
stand as the anti-sleaze candidate 
agamst Neil Hamilton. The stainless 
candidate must be fiercely articulate 
and fearlessly frank, the Gilbert Har- 

fong of our time. A thorough know- 
Iedge of the frailties of politicians and 
an ability to cut through foe-verbiage 
would be an asset If only foe 
Newsnight Strangler were available. 
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LABOUR’S DAY 

A summary of the new an opportunity for more 




It is tempting for journalists to say that 
Labour’s manifesto, published yesterday, 
contained “nothing new**. Unlike the Tories' 
offering, there were only a few, minor 
poha« that had not been trailed and 
published in advance. Nowhere in its 40 
pages of small print do the words “socialist" 
or socialism” appear — but then that was 
an absence that we have all been lone 
schooled to expect 

Yet, there is danger of observing the tenets 
of daily journalism and missing the march 
of political history. Unlike the Conser¬ 
vatives, Labour does not need io add 
gleaming new nuggets of policy in a bid to 
recover support What Labour did yesterday 
ws to produce a manifesto which fully 
represented the changes that the party has 
already made to itself. 

Th e party’s last remaining nationalising 
commitment, to restore the railways to 
public ownership, has been quietly dropped 
between the draft manifesto last year and 
now. Its long-held belief in taxing the rich 
more heavily has been replaced by a 
promise not to increase toe top rate of 
income tax. The transformation is not total. 
Labour is still agreeing to meet union 
demands for recognition at the workplace, 
signing toe social chapter and introducing a 
minimum wage. These policies now look 
rather musty next to the shiny new vision for 
the rest of society. But even these are a 
powerful dilution of the promises that John 
Smith made to his paymasters. 

The most welcome conversion is to the 
understanding that public spending is not 
the solution to all problems. In the past, even 
as recently as 1992, Labour believed that 
poverty could be alleviated simply by raising 
the level of social security benefits by a few 
pounds a week. Now the party accepts that 
gaining work and financial independence is 
a far better route out of deprivation than 
depending on the State. In education, too. 
Tony Blair now admits that much can be 
done to improve standards without spend¬ 


ing money: grading pupils in sets by subject 
instead of teaching classes of mixed ability 
would, for example, improve levels oi 
achievement at both ends of the spectrum. 

Mr Blair made much yesterday of toe 
question of trust Labour suffers doubly 
from this problem. Because of its past record 
in government there is a reluctance to trust 
it with power. And because of toe Tories’ 
recent record in government, there is a 
reluctance to trust any party’s promises. 
Hence the modesty of Labour's election 
pledges and Mr Blair’s “guiding rule" — 
“not to promise what we cannot deliver; and 
to deliver what we promise." 

If Mr Blair wins, and he does achieve 
what he promises to achieve — mainly 
small-scale, incremental reforms — then he 
must calculate that he will be able to put to 
rest some of the public's suspicions about 
Labour in particular and about politicians in 
general. This manifesto, therefore, is very 
much one aimed at securing a second term. 

There is a danger that, in its very 
tentativeness, it will make life harder for Mr 
Blair should he win power. The manifesto 
contains promises of no fewer than ten 
"reviews", two “consultations" and two 
“commissions". It is all very well to be told 
that Labour plans to review pensions, or 
child benefit for 16 to 18-year-olds, or vehicle 
excise duty (voters, please note) but it goes 
only halfway. The electorate has a right to 
choose between two different reforms of 
pensions, not between one detailed proposal 
and toe prospect of a review under another 
party. 

It is understandable that Mr Blair should 
be cautious about putting down concrete 
proposals which will create some financial 
losers. But he is far ahead in the polls; he 
ought to feel safe in taking that risk. If he 
ducks it today, he can expect far more 
difficulty if and when he needs to take 
unpopular decisions in government Now is 
the time for him to look to his mandate as 
well as his victory. 


CHAMPION OF EMU 

Chancellor Kohl goes on and on towards monetary union 


# 




The decision by Helmut Kohl to stand again 
as Chancellor of Germany closes off one of 
the easiest, if least plausible, escape routes 
for British policy towards Europe — the 
possibility that Germany would simply lose 
interest in creating a single currency and a 
federal Europe. So identified has Herr Kohl 
become with :tfae push for econoibic and 
monetary union that many opponents of the 
enterprise beEeve that it is only his political 
dominance in Germany that is keeping 
EMU alive. 

In truth, his decision to stand again is 
more personal and more parochial. Having 
already held office for longer than any 
postwar German leader, he is now preocc¬ 
upied with ensuring fhai his achievements 
do not unravel He wants his place in history 
to end on a note of triumph. For him. that 
means the successful conclusion of the 
policies to which he has devoted himself so 
single-mindedly: European integration, the 
anchoring of Germany in Europe, prevent¬ 
ing toe mark from being seen by neighbours 
as an instrument of German domination 
and extending the zone of Western security 
beyond Germany’s borders. 

Herr Kohl also wants another terra for his 
Christian Democrafic-led coalition. This, he 
believes, can be ensured only if he is there to 

lead it The likelihood, fuelled by rumours of 
family entreaties for him to retire, is that he 
would leave office halfway through his next 
term. This would enable him to install his 
nominee as successor — most probably 
Wolfgang Schauble, toe shaip-minded, and 
hard-working but wheelchair-bound CDU 
parliamentary leader. . 

The Chancellor has just received a 
renewed pledge of loyalty from Theo Waigel, 
the Finance Minister and leader of the 


Bavarian sister party, the CSU. He has 
quelled a potential tax revolt among his 
disaffected Free Democrat coalition part¬ 
ners. He appears fit despite earlier rumours 
of health worries. And his domination of his 
party and his country is unquestioned. 

. Nevertheless, he faces serious political 
risks. With more than four million un¬ 
employed, growing industrial militancy, 
worries about German competitiveness and 
the chasm still between east and west 
Germany, the mood is turning against Herr 
Kohl. Many Germans have still not realised 
that their welfare system has become 
unaffordable and that annual improve¬ 
ments in living standards may be a thing of 
the past. They do not understand why Herr 
Kohl is quietly attempting m make the CDU 
more like a cost-cutting, bee-market conser¬ 
vative party and less a vehicle of the "social 
dimension” that brought it working-class 
support 

Herr Kohl may reckon that the opposition 
Social Democrats still show no grasp of 
changed realities nor ability to pick a leader 
with the nerve and ruthlessness to challenge 
the Chancellor. But that may not insula to the 
CDU coalition from voter weariness with 
the same Government year after year. 
Neither does it guarantee that the electorate 
will continue to support a policy as 
unpopular as monetary union just because 
the Chancellor has made it his own. 

When Herr Kohl made his birthday 
announcement he had no thought for toe 
British elections and toe problems of our 
parties in agreeing a policy on Europe and 
the single currency. But the single currency 
will also be central to Germany’s elections 
next year. His greatest ambition may yet 
prove to be Herr Kohl’s undoing. 


IN THE BLOOD 

Some families will be fortunate in the next Parliament 


i 


Hereditary peers may be an endangered 
species if Labour is elected. The hereditary 
Member of Parliament stands ready and 
wilting to take their place. Earlier this week 
we reported on the candidacies of Anne and 
John Cryer, widow and son of Barry, the late 
MP for Bradford South. Today, we note the 
campaigns of Elizabeth Peacock and her son 
Jonathan, who are fighting adjacent constit¬ 
uencies in Yorkshire. ... 

Itis almost impossible for both pairings to 
succeed and rather difficult far just ore. 
Labours majority must reach 101 to elect the 
Crvers A Tory majority of 127 would be 
mused to e^orse both Peacocks. A hung 
Sfiantont would be enough to dispose of 
boto of them. But other fanuty ronnections 
• , ____ There are no 



ewer than 14 exampiea u* ^—~ —— . 
elated to other candidates in this election. 
The Bottomleys and Wintertons were the 

sndpd There is every chance that there win 

if Margaret Ewing. Ata 
Seen, and Rhodri Morgan are ali J 0111 ®* ^ 
iSr partners. A Labour majority »wgd « 
tan Keenenter the Howenotjt*t iher 

tusband but hersister.SytoHeal.a^weh 

fereus Ewing currently has a ww m 

iuropesm Parliament The Eaglestafrs 
abourtAngela and Man a - seem certatn 
7 serve together. 


Parliamentary dynasties are not unusual, 
of course. The Astors. Cavendishes. 
Chamberlains, Cranbomes. Churchills, and 
Lloyd Georges have dominated British 
politics in this century. This contest will be 
the first for nine decades in which toe 
electors of Southend West will not be offered 
a member of the Channon clan. In the past, 
though, son succeeding father was usually 
the order of the day. Married couples, and 
sisters, were extremely unusual. The 
combination of relationships available this 
time has never been matched before. 

A greater mystery is why these special sets 
of families feel the compulsion to enter 
politics in the first place. Almost all careers 
end in some sort of failure and with precious 
little public gratitude for the rrouble. What 
special feature of DNA produces the 
irresistible urge to kiss babies, wear ridicu¬ 
lous rosettes and stand upon soapboxes? 

It is hard to imagine how their lives can 
preserve toe slightest trace of normality. The 
week must be a ceaseless whirl between 
chamber, committee and constituency. The 
culture of Westminster normally destroys 
marriages: it hardly seems toe ideal place to 
conduct one. Most MFs complain that they 
scarcely have the rime to see their children. 
Perhaps toe Cryers and Peacocks have got it 
right after all. The only way to avoid the 
problem of never being at home is for the 
family all to sit in the House together. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


End of an era for railway network 


From Mr Mark Woolley 

Sir, You are folly justified in looking 
forward with optimism to the new era 
of a privately owned railway network 
(leading article, April 1). There can be 
little doubt that the frequent shifts in 
policy and restrictions in funding by 
successive governments over the past 
SO years served only to stifle the na¬ 
tionalised railway of the investment it 
deserved. 

it is now becoming increasingly ob¬ 
vious that many towns which lost 
their railways during this period and 
have" since expanded significantly 
would now be well placed to profit¬ 
ably support a rail service. Unfortu¬ 
nately. due to piecemeal redevelop¬ 
ment of former railway property, 
there is little likelihood of these routes 
ever being reopened, and many now 
sizeable communities have lost an im¬ 
portant transport link forever. 

Let us hope that through a combin¬ 
ation of imaginative, newly formed 
railway operators and more enlight¬ 
ened planning policies by local 
authorities we will eventually see at 
least some areas regaining their lost 
railways, as has been the case in the 
Isle of Purbeck. 

Yours faithfully. 

MARK WOOLLEY 
(Secretary. 

The Southern Steam Trust), 

Station House. Swanage. Dorset. 
April I. 

From Mr Barry S. Doe 

Sir. When 1 left teaching in 1983 to be¬ 
come a public transport consultant I 
did so in the belief rhar our corporate, 
national rail system had a great fut¬ 
ure. I never joined British Rail but 
would have been proud to do so, for I 
found myself working with excellent 
managers — young people with good 
degrees from fop universities who had 
given their life to BR in a belief similar 
to my own. 


Patients 3 rights 

From Dr John Harding Price 

Sir, The recent judgment by Mr Jus¬ 
tice Wall that a 16-year-old anorexic 
patient could be detained in a clinic 
against her wDl in order to undergo 
feeding treatment (report, March 13; 
letter, March 22) has wide implica¬ 
tions for patients. 

The severity of anorexia nervosa is 
best understood as an Alness where 
the patient's unconscious needs are 
such that she {male sufferers are rare) 
seeks to destroy herself because she 
cannot see any personality role in the 
future. It is a treatable disease and the 
patients make an excellent recovery. 

However, the judgment raises the 
question about all the other illnesses 
where the mind has a direcr effect on 
the body system or conversely the dis¬ 
eases have a direct effect on the mind. 
Limiting its function. 

The classical examples of these are 
alcoholism (excluded in the 1983 Act as 
a separate entity) and drug addiction. 
Here the patient, unable to have a con¬ 
structive life, descends into an area of 
gutter care, which is a danger not just 
for himself but for the whole of sod- 


Race as an issue in 
current campaign 

From Bishop Joe Aid red and others 

Sir. Judging from recent articles in the 
press by Nicholas Budgen, the Con¬ 
servative MP for Wolverhampton 
South West — eg, “We ignore immi¬ 
gration at our peril". The Times. 
March 18— it seems That he and some 
of his colleagues are determined to 
raise this as an issue in the general 
election campaign. As leaders within 
the Christian communities of the West 
Midlands, we consider such action to 
be unacceptable. 

Issues of race are real in the daily 
experience of many of rhose for whom 
we have spiritual responsibility or so¬ 
cial concern. The rising number of re¬ 
ported and unrepaired racial attacks 
and the very considerable gap in the 
unemployment rate between black 
and white communities are two of 
many instances or a considerable 
problem. 

All the main political parties are sig¬ 
natories to the Principles of Good 
Practice and Conduct for Political 
Campaigners, published recently by 
the Commission for Racial Equality. 
In this they undertake "to ensure that 
in any dealing wiih the public, no 
words or actions are used which may 
stir up racial hatred or lead to racial 
prejudice". 

We urge all those involved in the 
current campaign to adhere to those 
guidelines. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOE ALDRED. 

Director. 

Black and White Christian Partnership, 
tMICHAEL BOURKE. 

Bishop of Wolverhampton, 
t MAURICE COUVE de 

MURV1LLE, 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Birmingham. 

CHRISTINA LE MOIGNAN 
Free Church Mrderaior, Birmingham. 
+MARK SANTER, 

Bishop ot Birmingham. 

West Midlands Region 
Churches Forum. 

Carrs Lane Church Centre. 
Birmingham B4 7SX. 

April 2. 


Election 97 

From Mr R. M. Mathesan 

Sir. The Shadow Chancellor Gordon 
Brown makes a great deal of the “22 
Tory tax increases " (report, April 3). 
about which he dearly feels strongly. 
If Labour wins the election can we 
therefore look forward to 22 tax cuts? 

Yours faithfully, 

R. M. MATHESON. 

Well Manor. 

Well, Hook, Hampshire. 

April 3. 

From Mrs Elizabeth J. Swift 

Sir, l would be interested to know 
which 748 organisations Reed Person¬ 
nel Services surveyed to reach the con¬ 
clusion that “a huge majority of UK 
businesses" fed it would make no dif¬ 
ference or they would be more suc¬ 
cessful if the Government changed 
(report. Business, March 24). 

As the owner of a small business I 
am very much concerned at the pros¬ 
pect of a Labour victory and have yet 
to speak to anyone from a small com¬ 
pany who is not. A minimum wage, 
along with shorter hours, will no 
doubt see a lot of us off. 

Being able to remember the last 
Labour Government, I will not be 
swayed by the silent tactics of Prescott, 
Cook. Beckett, etc, and will know that 
the predicted 3 per cent growth and 
continuing fall of unemployment will 
be thanks to my company, my con¬ 
temporaries and the Conservative 
Government. 

Yours faithfully. 

E. SWIFT (partner). 

Langwith Metal Finishers, 

Rawreth Industrial Estate, 

Rawreth Lane. Rayleigh. Essex. 

April 1. 

From Mr Ronald Forrest 

Sir. Lord Rees-Mogg (article, March 
24) writes that Tony Blair is resented 
by many Scottish Labour supporters 
as an Englishman with a fancy accent 
who has hijacked their party. 

That, in my opinion, seems to be 
even truer of the feelings of many 
Welsh Labour supporters, who be¬ 
lieve that they are being offered an as¬ 
sembly as an afterthought simply be¬ 
cause the London leadership prom¬ 
ised a parliament to Scotland. By 
denying the proposed Welsh assem¬ 
bly any real powers, the Labour Party 
creates toe impression that it discrim¬ 
inates against Wales. At the same 
time the large English element in 
Wales has been antagonised. 

The outcome of toe general election 
in Wales may well contain some sur¬ 
prises. 

Yours faithfully, 

RONALD FORREST, 

Delfryn. 

Castle Morris. 

Nr Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire. 
March 24. 

From Mr Michael Lockett 

Sir, Hie Reverend John Wynbume 
(letter, March 28) hopes that Mr Tun 
Smith’s gifts will be “amply and crea¬ 
tively used" in the future. Which gifts 
has he in mind? 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL LOCKETT, 

Horsepond House, 

Millway Lane, Palgrave. Suffolk. 
March 28. 


Not so pacific 

From Mr Erik Lundberg 

Sir. I find it sad that recent publicity 
for Papua New Guinea (reports and 
leading article. “Not so pacific". 
March 27) should be as a result of its 
internal struggles. Despite a formid¬ 
able range of natural disaster; in re¬ 
cent years and a devaluation in 1994. 
it is only eight years since the World 
Bank applauded Papua New Guinea 
for its keen fiscal management and 
pursuit of financial independence, 
substantially boosting investor confi¬ 
dence. 

Your leading article mentioned 
some of the logistical barriers to 
effective communication within Pa¬ 
pua New Guinea. These have 
frequently added to the workload of 
those involved in development or 
peacemaking. Many are still suspi¬ 
cious of the involvement of any other 
than those belonging to their own dan 
or tribe. 

Yet, once convinced of honourable 
motive, these people are curiously de¬ 
dicated. They are gifted with weleom- 


Updated oath 

From MrT. G. Nash 

Sir, Jeremy Laurance reports today 
that toe British Medical Association 
has produced a modem version of toe 
Hippocratic oath. 

Surely it is hypocrisy to attribute the 
oath to Hippocrates, who must be 
turning in his grave. If the medical 
profession wishes to practise to a dif¬ 
ferent set of moral values than those 
that have stood the test of time. I sug¬ 
gest it would be bener to use the name 
of the present president or secretary of 
the BMA. 1 do not feel the latest ver¬ 
sion will give patients the same confi¬ 
dents in their attendants. 

Yours faithfully, 

T. G. NASH, 

Westlands, 36 Collington Avenue, 
BexhiU-on-Sea, East Sussex. 

March 28. 


Letters for publication should cany 
contact telephone numbers. We 
regret that we cannot accept 
letters tty telephone but they 
may he sent by fox to 0171-782 5046. 


I have nothing against privatisa¬ 
tion. and it could have been a great 
success — but only with a British Rail 
pic. The parts of the fragmented rail¬ 
way will never work together — in¬ 
deed they were created to compete 
with each other. 

We will never see anything again 
like the bold initiatives of BR’s recent 
era, such as London Travelcard. rail¬ 
cards and Saver tickets, for the 
fragmented companies can only plan 
for themselves. Indeed, even corpor¬ 
ate advertising of the rail system is 
dead. None of these problems, nor 
those of through ticketing and roule- 
ing guides, would have existed with a 
BR pic. 

And what of those excellent BR 
managers? Most have been “put out to 
grass" in their early 50s. replaced by 
new Wood — quite often bus mana¬ 
gers who have presided over a sub¬ 
stantia! loss in custom in their own in¬ 
dustry over a period when rail patron¬ 
age did not decline. 

How I mourn already for what 
could have been. The fault lay entirely 
with a government belief that BR was 
inefficient and that anyone could do 
better. How wrong this was — yet 
Labour, of course, will do nothing 
about it I predict. Sir. that within a 
short time we shall all miss BR very 
much. 

Yours faithfully. 

BARRY S. DOE. 

25 Newmonon Road. 

Moordown, Bournemouth. Dorset. 
April 1. 

From Mr Keith Auton 

Sir. 1 see that toe last BR train pulled 
out only 24 minutes late (report. April 
1). A call for renationalisation? 

Yours etc 
KEITH AUTON, 

5 Humberstone Road. 

Andover. Hampshire. 

April 2. 


ety. Time and again further psycho¬ 
ses. triggered off by the drugs or alco¬ 
hol. lead to the ill patients destroying 
innocent people. These patients also 
refuse treatment and/or medication. 

The problem arises in many other 
instances — toe diabetic patients who 
refuse to control their illness, and in¬ 
deed all those other patients who have 
an idte fixe that they are not ill when 
to thdr friends and relatives they 
dearly are. 

These patients in large numbers fre¬ 
quently fall through the simple men¬ 
tal health service and drift into prison 
where incarceration increases their 
disabilities. 

These cases, although relatively 
rare, are very dangerous. Would it not 
be advisable ro set up a panel with a 
judge, two psychiatrists, two lay peo¬ 
ple and a general practitioner, to 
whom they could be urgently referred, 
so that the patient and sod ety may be 
spared disasters. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN HARDING PRICE 
(Consultant psychiatrist). 

Hafod, Cliff Garden. 

Sewell Road, Lincoln. 

April I. 


ing. humble hearts, glad to work for 
those things which lead to genuine 
progress. They possess a unique inno¬ 
cence, a reflection of the untainted 
topography tbar adorns toeir most 
splendid island. It is this very inno¬ 
cence that makes them vulnerable to 
those with a dual agenda. 

In my humble opinion. Sir Julius 
Chan is one of Papua New Guinea's 
greatest statesmen, whose many ini¬ 
tiatives have helped to steer the nation 
to a position of substantial economic 
and political potentiaL For him a mili¬ 
tary option to the Bougainville situa¬ 
tion would have been a last resort and 
one that i am sure he would have jus¬ 
tified on the basis of nine years of fail¬ 
ed negotiation. 

I believe that those few at toe core of 
the current rebellion have rejected the 
person who advocates the only recent 
hope of a peaceful resolution. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. LUNDBERG 

(Aide to Sir Julius Chan. 1992-93), 

35 Tuscany Gardens, 

Northgate, Crawley, West Sussex. 
March 30. 


Romania and Nato 

From Sir Rowland Whitehead 

Sir. You report today the speech by 
former King Michael of Romania 
urging Britain to back his country's 
Nato application. It was, indeed 
“impassioned and emotional" and. 
speaking to the King afterwards, even 
more so. 

As it happened I had just stepped off 
the plane from Bucharest having had 
an hour with the President of Roma¬ 
nia, Emil Constantinescu, meetings 
with government and industrial opin¬ 
ion and. always a dear reflection of 
popular sentiment, chats with numer¬ 
ous taxi drivers. 

One has to report that there is a 
depth of feeling, an urgency of pur¬ 
pose, right across toe Romanian pop¬ 
ulation in favour of Nato membership 
to a degree that surprised me.. 

The arguments speak well for them¬ 
selves — Britain absolutely must bade 
this application. 

Yours etc. 

ROWLAND WHITEHEAD, 

Sutton House. Chiswick Mail, W4. 
March 27. 


Public theatre and 

private pockets 

From the Artistic Director 
of the Norwich Playhouse 

Sir, I was outraged by the suggestion 
in today's third leading arride ("The 
loo’s the thing") that Sir Alan Ayck- 
baum should pur yet more of his awn 
money into his Scarborough thearre. 

As you yourself make dear, Sir Alan '. 
has already given generously from his ; 
own pocket to proride his fellow citi¬ 
zens with a theatre. But nobody sug- ; 
gests that firemen should pay for us to ‘ 
enjoy a fire service, or that librarians 
should pay for libraries. Sports facil¬ 
ities are provided by toe public purse, 
and museums seek no financial con¬ 
tribution from historians. 

To suggest, as your leader does, that 
toe closure of the Stephen Joseph 
Theatre would have been “a humilia¬ 
tion for the theatre that was ... open¬ 
ed wirh civic pomp only a year ago" 
has struck a somewhat melancholy " 
chord here in Norwich, where toe . 
Playhouse was opened only 15 months 
ago. with the help of a lottery grant • 
but no money from toe local councils \ 
or from the regional arts board. 

Despite personal assurances to me 
by an offidal of the Arts Council that 
the Playhouse, once opened, would be 
“an irresistible case for funding", it 
has struggled to operate as a produc- . 
ing theatre without any revenue grant 
whatsoever, and is now having to , 
dose before it has had the chance to .. 
build up an audience. The humilia- 
lion, if there is any, should not be laid 
at the door of the theatre, but belongs . 
to those who do not support it. In Nor¬ 
wich. they do not even keep the public '. 
loos open either. 

Producing theatres cannot exist J 
without funding support from central . 
and local government It is surely not 
unreasonable to expect those who 
raise taxes and rates to use them gen¬ 
erously in the cause of giving toeir ’. 
citizens access to toe most soda! of toe ... 
arts. • 

i 

Yours faithfully. 

HENRY BURKE. 

Artistic Director. 

Norwich Playhouse, 

Gun Wharf, 42-5S St Georges Street. 
Norwich. Norfolk. 

April 3. 


The evolving eye 

From Mr Clifford Wale 

Sir, Mr Julian Wragg (letter. March ) 
27) admonishes Nigel Hawkes and de- • ■ 
fends Richard Dawkins’s account of 
the evolution of the eye. In fact Daw- ■ 
kins's explanation depends entirely on • 
a single mutation, which then pro- 
duced “a single, mutated, heat/light • 
sensitive cell”. 

Professor Michael J. Behe in his 
book Darwin’s Black Bax (Simon and ; 
Schuster. 1996) shows that such a '' 
mutation is a biochemical impossibil- S 
ily. Nigel Hawkes's comments seem - 
remarkably mild. 

Yours faithfully. 

CLIFFORD WALE, 

Wistaria House. 

21 High Street, 

Blunham. Bedfordshire. 

March 27. 


Soaking up science 

From Dr Brian Hoyle 

Sir, The vexing question is not “toe ap¬ 
parent causal relationship between 
forgetting to take an umbmla and toe 
likelihood of precipitation" (letter, 
April 1), but the apparent propensity 
of umbrellas to congregate in places ; 
where they are of least use. 

In theory, 1 keep an umbrella in my ' 
office, in my car and at home. In prac- 
tice, when it rains, 1 usually find that ' 
they have foregathered in one of the 
two locations other than where! hap- . ’ 
pen to be. 

Yours faithfully, 

BRIAN HOYLE, 

SO Thombury Wood, •; 

Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire. 

April 1. 


Silencing salesmen 

From Professor Bob Spence 

Sir. 1 sympathise with Alan Coren's 
receipt of intrusive telesales (March 
2b). and suggest a solution. When re¬ 
cently offered new windows I replied . 
that, regrettably, my house had no 
windows. There followed a delirious . 
silence while the appropriate response 
was frantically sought, and not found. 

Offers of life insurance could simi¬ 
larly be repulsed by the revelation of - 
one's profession (war correspondent?) 
or, in extreme cases, by toe exaggerat- ■ 
ed report of one^s untimely demise. 

Yours. 

ROBERT SPENCE. 

1 Regents Close, Whyteleafe, Surrey. 
April I. 


London Aquarium 

From Mr Michael drown 

Sir, Over 20 years of my working life . 
were spent in London’s County Hall.. 

It is therefore gratifying to read your 
report (March 29} that its present 
owners have reinstated its fonner use.',: 
as home to one of the biggest 
collections of sharks in the Western ‘ 
world. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL BROWN, 

Marrick, 5 Hendon Close, . , 

Highbridge, Somerset 
March 30. 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 3: The Princess Royal today 
opened the World Small Animal 
Veterinary Association Congress 
at the International Convention 
Centre. Birmingham, and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Ueutenant of West Midlands (Mr 
Robert Taylor). 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
April & The Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter, Patron. National Association 


of Decorative and Fine Arts Soci¬ 
eties (NAD FAS) this afternoon 
attended the Young NADFAS 
Silver Jubilee Day at Hampton 
Court Palace. East Mofesey. 
Surrey. 

In die evening. Her Royal High¬ 
ness attended a concert in aid of 
the English-Speaking Union’s 
Music Fund at Drapers’ Hall. 
Throgmorton Avenue, London 
EC2. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as 
trustee, wD I attend a meeting of the 
council followed by luncheon at St 
George's House. Windsor C a s tl e , 
at 10,30. 

Hie Princess Royal will attend the 
International festival of Youth 
Rugby Finals at Murrayfield at 
noon. 


The Marine Society 

The 225th Annua] Court of The 
Marine Society will be held at 11.45 
on Tuesday. May 20.1997, at The 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society. 
Lambeth, when Admiral of the 
Fleet Sir Julian Oswald, GCB. will 
give the address. 


Furniture Makers’ 
Company 

The following have been elected 
officers of the Furniture Makers’ 
Company for the ensuing yean 
Master, Mr C.E.F. Brett 
Senior Warden. Mr C.TjA. 
Hammond 

Junior Warden. Mr J -A Jacobs. 


Reception 

English-Speaking Union 

Hie Duchess of Gloucester at¬ 
tended a gala concert held last 
night at Drapers' Hall in aid of the 
English-Speaking Union Music 
Fund and to mark the centenary of 
the death of Johannes Brahms. 
Mrs Edward ' Norman-Butler. 
Chairman of the ESTJ’5 Cultural 
Affairs Committee, presided. Mr 
Robert Cohen, cello, and Mr 
Duncan Prescott, darinet, ESU 
music scholars, with Ms Elizabeth 
Burley, piano, performed. 

Baroness Brigsrocke. chairman 
of the union. Mis Norman-Butler 
and Mrs Valerie MitchelL direc¬ 
tor-general. received die guests at a 
reception held earlier. 


Appointments 

Mr David Logan has been ap¬ 
pointed Ambassador to Turkey in 
succession to Sir Kieran 
Prendergasr who has retired from 
the Diplomatic Service. 

Mr Stephen Brown to be Ambas¬ 
sador to Korea in succession to Mr 
Tom Harris who is moving to a 
new appointment in the DTL 
Mr Malcolm Hilson to be High 
Cotnmissiaaer to Vanuatu from 
May in succession to Mr'Jim Daly 
who is moving to a new Dip¬ 
lomatic Service appointment- 


Birthdays today 


Mr Peter Attenborough, former 
Headmaster. Charterhouse, 59; Sir 
John Berth, diplomat. 83c Mr Den 
Dower. MP, 59: Mrs Margaret 
Dupont, tennis champion, 79; Dr 
Chris Fay. chairman. Shell UK. 52; 
Brigadier Anne Field, former 
director. WRAC 71; Mr J.M. 
Fleming, former chairman. 
Vauxhall Motors, 67: Mr Trevor 
Griffiths, playwright. 62; Lord 
Indryra, 62; Earl Jelliooe. FRS. 79; 
Mr Gregory Knight. MP, 4& 
Colonel Sir Bryce Knox, farmer 
Lord-Lkucenam of Ayrshire and 
Arran. 81; Mr Richard Mansell- 


Jones. chairman. J. Bibby and 
Sons, 57; Professor David Melville, 
chief executive. Further Education 
Funding Council. 53; Mr Tim 
NewdL Governor, Grendon 
prison. 55; Mr Paul Parker, foot¬ 
baller. 33; Mr Barry Reams- 
bottom. general secretary. CPSA 
4& Mr lan Robertson, director. 
National Army Museum, 54; Mr 
Dave Sexton, football manager. 67; 
Dame Catherine Hard, former 
Governor-General of New Zea¬ 
land; 66; Professor George WeddL 

former director-general. European 
Institute for the Media. 70. 


University news -■ 


Queen's Belfast 

Hie university has won research 
funding of more than £2.6 million- 

The latest grants have come 
from a wide range of sources, 
including the Department of Eco¬ 
nomic Development's Industrial 
Research and Technology Unit, 
industry, charities and research 
councils. 

The funding is for studies in the 
university's Faculties of Agri¬ 
culture and Food Science, Econom¬ 
ics and Social Sciences. 
Engineering. Law. Medicine and 
Science. Hie Institute of European 
Studies at Queen’s and the univer¬ 
sity's Health and Health Care 
Research Unit have also bene- 
fitted, as has its award-winning 
environmental research initiative, 
the Questor Centre. 

The largest slice of the funding 


package — more titan £ 600.000 
has been awarded to the Faculty of 
Medicine for a range of projects, 
including research on asthma, 
leukaemia, arthritis and 
Alzheimer's Disease. 

The other awards included the 
largest single grant — £219.750 
from the European Community — 
which was awarded to Dr Alan 
Marshall of the Department of 
Electrical and Electronic En¬ 
gineering. The funding is for 
research on cellular access to 
broadband services and inter¬ 
active television. 

Professor Emeritus 
Hie title of Professor Emeritus has 
been conferred on Dr David 
Harkness, Professor of Irish Hist¬ 
ory from 1975 to 1996. and on Dr 
Gerard Stockman. Professor of 
Celtic from 1980 to 1996. 


DESJENSON 



Serena Bradbeer of Sotheby's holding The Music Lesson by Gerard Terborch (c 1617-81). which is estimated to 
fetch between £600,000 and £800,000 at an auction on July 2. The painting, one of four important Dutch Old 
Masters in the sale, shows a music master supervising ayoung laxly playing the lute. The works are being sold 
by the executors of the estate of the late Agnes Elizabeth Roach, whose father, Enrico Fattorini, was a Yorkshire 
businessman who assembled a remarkable collection of Old Masters in the 1930s and 1940s 


Frontier city 
unlocks 
its secrets 

By Norman Hammond 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

CORRESPONDENT 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS in Car¬ 
lisle have been given £350,000 
of millennium funds to reopen 
Rome's gateway to the north. 
Standing at the western end of 
Hadrian's Wall, the Roman 
precursor of Carlisle com¬ 
manded access into south¬ 
western Scotland, and 
protected Cumbria against 
barbarian incursions. 

The project “will focus on 
Carlisle's unique frontier role, 
as well as developing themes 
from the massive archaeologi¬ 
cal database accumulated dur¬ 
ing excavations over the past 
quarter century”, said Mike 
McCarthy, director of the 
city’s archaeological unit A 
prime target will be location of 
the Roman bridge which, car-’ 
ried Hadrian's Wall across the 
River Eden. •••• - - 

A Roman fort lies adjacent 
to die medieval Carlisle Cas¬ 
tle. and Mr McCarthy believes 
that the key to the Dark Ages 
in the region may also lie 
there. “Is this the location of 
the halls of Urien Rheged and 
his successors. Owain. Rhun, 
and others in the 6th and 7th 
centuries?" he asks. A major 
excavation with public view¬ 
ing will try to find the 
answers. 

Other features of the millen¬ 
nium development will in¬ 
dude rebuilding of the city's 
Irish Gate, and a new gallery 
linking die Tuliie House Mu¬ 
seum with die castle. School¬ 
children. students and tourists 
will see “the cutting edge of 
discovery and archaeology in 
action", Mr McCarthy says. 


£10m drive to healthier eating 


By Robin Young 

THE supermarkets are bat¬ 
tling to improve the nation's 
eating habits, they claim. Co¬ 
op superstores have launched 
a £10 million drive to encour¬ 
age customers to eat healthier 
foods with a monthly shop¬ 
ping list of recommended 
products on promotion. 

Safeway seeks to help par¬ 
ents to wean children from 
crisps and chocolate bars by 
offering individually washed 
and brightly wrapped fruit, 
vegetables and dried fruit, 
suitable for snacks and 
iunchboxes. “This fruit and 
vegetable range produced 
with children ui mind is a 
supermarket first and signi¬ 
fies our commitment to intro¬ 
duce die young to fruit and 
vegetables at an early stage." 
says Safeway*s nutritionist, 
Mqyra Howie. 

Advertised promotions 
include: 

Asda: Topade/silverside - with 
added basting fat £438 kg, beef 
rump steak £6.49 kg, premium cod 
fillet in crumb £2.95 tor 600g. pre¬ 
packed salads 70p for 100/2D0g. 
Gala apples 45p lb. strawberries 
99p for 420g- 

Budgens Leg of pork £1.67 lb, 
smoked haddock cutlets/fillets 
EZS7 lb. smoked Dutch bacon 
back rasbers £1.49 for250g. baking 
potatoes £1.89 for 5kg. mandarins 
£1.69 for 1.5kg. Davidstow mature 
Cheddar E2J9 lb. 

Co-op (CWSk Skinless chicken 



fillets £2.99 for 42Sg. turkey thigh 
mince £1.49 for 454g, pork chops 
£3.73 kg. cod fQlets £4.99 kg, 
French red apples 89p for six. 
spring greens 49p for SOOg, pure 
orange juke 49p Itr. 

Dewhursfc Frozen turkeys 69p lb, 
chickens £3.99 for 1.6/1.7 kg. 
Hamids Ostrich biltong £7.99 for 
100g. lamb and beef droewors 
£129 for lOOg. jarabon grill* El-59 
for lOOg. artichoke torreUoni £1.99 
for lOOg. spinach and tomato 
souffle £1.79 each. 

Iceland: Minced beef £237 for 
136kg, quarter pounders E1.49 for 
eight, boneless chicken breasts 
£3.99 for 900g. salmon fish cakes 
99p for eight, sweet and sour 
chicken 99p for 340g, raspberries 
£1.99 for 4S4g. 

KwBt Save Birds Eye 15 crispy 
chicken dippers £1.19 for 275g. 
Allinsons wholemeal loaf 47p for 
400g, Cadbury’s Dairy Milk 73p 
Tor 200g. Flora light 77p for 500g, 
Walls Vlenneda £139 for 600 mL 
Marks & Spencer: Chicken breast 
fillets £7.99 for ten. salmon en 
croute £449, New Zealand lamb 
leg knuckle £529 kg. Orkney 
smoked salmon £3.99 for six slices, 
—mini Melton Mowhrays £329 lor 
kix. baby cherry tomatoes £L59 for 
300g, bread and butter pudding 
£1.49. strawberries £1.99 for SOOg. 
Morrisons: Fork chops from £139 
lb. topside/siiverskte £1-89 lb, 
braising steak £3.72 kg. boneless 
shoulder pork 99p lb, whole mack¬ 
erel 85p lb. Scottish salmon £1.59 
lb, hothouse lettuce I9p each. 

. strawberries 99p lb. eating and 


juicing oranges 99p for 14 
Safeway: Rump steak £7.49 kg, 
chicken breast fillets £6.66 for 
1.19kg, Scottish salmon steaks 
£3.99 for four (570g), chicken and 
b r occoli pasta bake 99p for 300g. 
wholemeal bread 76p for two S80g 
loaves, oranges £1.19 for 12. 
Iceberg lettuce 49p each. Royal 
Gala apples £1.79 for two packs. 
Sainsbnry's: Turkey steaks £2.99 
for four (500g). topside £5.79 kg. 
breaded haddock £269 for 480g, 
lean ham round E1.49 for 454g, 
wild mushroom soup 79p for 
500ml. twinpack garlic bread 99p 
for 370g. croissants 99p for eight. 
Iceberg lettuce 49p each, oranges 
El.90 for 12. Gold Choice coffee 
£2.94 for 2Q0g. 

SomerBekL Pork loin chops E5J39 
kg. beef salsa surprise EI.69 for 
275g, roast whole chickens £327 
kg. smoked cod fillet £357 kg. 
softbaJce white baguettes 79p for 
six; anions 79p for 2kg, red 
potatoes £L49 for 5kg. Gala apples 
44p lb. raandora 44p lb. 

Testa Boneless shoulder of pork 
£246 kg. pork chops £174 kg. beef 
forerib E4.49 kg, lamb half leg 
£5.99 kg. whole salmon E157 lb. 
haddock fillet £1.95 lb, raw peeled 
tiger prawns £L09 41b, iceberg 
lettuce 35p each. Cape WOliams 
pears 28p lb, strawberries 99p for 
454g. Golden DeDdous 38p lb. 
Waitrose: Free range chickens 
E299 up to 2.3kg, British diced 
braising beef E2J9 for 500g, spiced 
pork sausages £136 for eight. 
French country ham El 29 far lOOg, 
baby new potatoes 79p lb. 
aubergines 75p lb. Bon Rouge 
pears 59p lb. rhubarb £1.09 for 
450g. Somerset ripe Brie £529 for 
225g. chocolate soft set ice-cream 
£1.49 for 2ltr. 


BIRTHS: Grinling Gibbons, wood 
carver. Rotterdam, 1648; Sir Wil¬ 
liam Siemens, inventor. Lenthe, 
Germany, 1823; Rjfimy de Gour- 
mont. writer. Bazoches-en- 
Houfines, France. 1858. 

DEATHS: Roben III. King of 
Scotland 1390-1406, Dundooald 
Castle, Rothesay, 1406; John Na- 


Anniversaries 

pier, inventor of logarithms, 
Merehiston Castle. Edinburgh. 
1617; Maurice of Nassau. Prince of 
Orange, military leader. The 
Hague, 1625; Oliver Goldsmith, 
playwright, novelist and poet, 
London, 1774; Karl Benz, pioneer 
of die motorcar, Paris. 1929; Andri 
Mich din, motor tyre manufac¬ 


turer. Paris. 1941: Gloria 
Swanson, actress. New York. 1983. 
Francis Drake was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth I on board The 
Golden Hind on Ms return from 
circumnavigating the world. 1581. 
Martin Luther King Nobel Peace 
laureate 1964. was assassinated in 
Memphis. Tenn es se e . 1968. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr R.I-M. Asbfidd 
»mi flight Lieutenant JJV4. Salter 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert, only son of Mr 
and Mrs Tim Ashfield, of 
Broughton. Hampshire, and 
Joanna, elder daughter of Mr 
Frank Salter and Mrs Chris Salter, 
of south London. 

Mr DJ- Att e nb ur row 
and Miss J.L. Barton 
The engagement is announced 
between David, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Donald Anen burrow, of 
Langford. Devon, and Judie. 
younger daughter of die late Mr 
John Burton and of Mrs John 
Burton, of Sutton Coldfield. 

Mr PJ. Boardman 
and Miss S.C King-Smith 
The engagement is announced 
between Philip, son of Mr and Mre 
Kenneth Boardman. of Edgbastm. 
Birmingham, and Susan, daughter 
ofMrand Mrs Terence King-Smith, 
of SnowshiU, Gloucestershire. 

Mr E.G. Colby 
and Miss HJ. Crease 
The engagement is announced 
between Edward, son of 
Commander and Mrs R. Colly, of 
Biddngton. Devon, and Hermione. 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs D.P. 
Crease, of Scampston. North 
Yorkshire. 

Mr H.R. Darefl-Brown 
and Miss l- Webster 
The engagement is announced 
between Henry, son of Mr and the 
Hon Mrs Anthony Darefl-Brown. 
of Wjtnesham. Suffolk, arid 
Lindsey, daughter of Mr David 
Webster, of Mitcheldean. and Mrs 
Patrida Ashton, of Stonebouse, 
Gloucestershire 
Mr J. Dsvies-Jones 
and Miss A.D. King 
Hie engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, son of Dr and 
Mrs Aelwyn Davies-Jones. of 
Sheffield, and Annette, daughter of 
Mr Brian King, of North Walsham, 
Norfolk, and Mrs Gerlinde King, 
of Surlingham. Norfolk. 

Mr MJ. Dick 
and Miss S.D. Hffl 
Hie engagement is announced 
between Martin John, son of Mr 
and Mrs Iain Dick, or Milngavfe; 
Glasgow, and Sarah Diana, 
daughter of Mr William Hill and 
the late Mrs Diana Hill, of the Old 
Vicarage. Sconey Middleton. 
Derbyshire 
Captain T-H. Duff 
and Miss NJ.de Vink 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Ton Duff. The 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers, 
son of Mr and Mrs Ronald Duff, of 
Regent Terrace, Edinburgh, and 
Natalie, daughter of Mr Peter de 
Vink, of Huntly Cot. Midlothian, 
and Mrs Jean de Vink, of Moray 
Place. Edinburgh. 

Mr P.H. Eastwood 
and Miss S.L Harrison 
The engagement is announced 
between Philip, son of Mr and M is 
Hugo Eastwood, of Belgravia. 
London, and Sophie, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs 1 John Ham son. of 
Chelsea, London. 

Mr RJ. Fluiy. .. 

and Miss_J.C Down 
Tbe engagement is annoutfoKf 
between Rupert son of Dr and 
Mrs Roy Flury, of Wheatley, 
Oxfordshire, and Joanna, second 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Ronald 
Down, of Liss. Hampshire. 

Mr R.F. Hcatley 
and Miss M.G. O’Grady 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert son of Professor 
and Mrs Fred Healley. of Pyrford. 
Surrey, and Maureen, twin daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Patrick 
□■Grady, of Sonoma. California. 


MrN.JL Hoggan 
and Miss J.E. Maxwell 
The engagement is announced 
between Neil, son of the late Mr 

Ian Hoggan and of Mis Ian 
Hoggan. of Beddey. Sussex, and 
Jane, younger daughter of the late 
Dr and Mrs Cecil MaxweiL of 
Liverpool 

Mr J.O. Mooriioase. MEP. 
and Miss CH. Peterson 
The engagement is announced 
between James Moorhonse, of 
London, and Catherine Hamilton 
Peterson, of Afbnqoerqae, New. 
Mexico. USA 

Mr A. Osborn 

and Miss P. Sanders-.' 

The engagement is announced 
between Adam, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Robin Osborn, of 
Hong Kong, and Philippa, ekfer 
daughter of Mr Bob'Sanders, of 
Hong Kong, and Mrs Heather 
O’Keefe, of Brisbane, Australia. 

. DrT.M. Palfreman 
and Miss EJ- Ingnun 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy, son of Mr and. 
Mrs Stephen Palfreman, of Little 
Chalfwit Buckinghamshire. , and 
Elizabeth, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Nicholas Ingram, of 
Tavistock. Devon. 

Mr 5.C. Price 
and Miss K.E. Verdon-Roe 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Major and 
Mrs Michael Price, of Barton 
Mills, Suffolk, and Katrina, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Royce 
Verdon-Roe. of Warsash. 
Hampshire 
Mr S.R.F. Saunders 
and Mias V_T. Shaw 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Mr and 
Mrs Stephen Saunders, of Great 
Chishill. Cambridgeshire, and 
Victoria, youngest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Martin Shaw, of 
Willing ale, Essex. 

Mr A.K.T. Shannon 
and Miss 1-A. Longe 
The engagement is announced 
between Keith, son of Mrs Ian 
Shannon and the late Mr Ian 
Shannon, of Oddest on. Norfolk, 
and Alex, daughter of the late Mr 
and Mrs Desmond Longs, of 
Bungay. Suffolk. 

Mr DA S hann on 
and Miss N. Mrtcalfe-Gibson 
The engagement is announced 
between David, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs RS. Shannon, of Teal by. 
Lincolnshire and Nicola, eldest 
daughter of Mr and Mrs C. 
Metcalfe-Gibson. of Ullock. 
Cumbria. . 

MrM. Sirraro, 
and Miss A.S. Hyde-Smith 
The engagement is announced 
between Michael, son of the fate 
Mr and Mrs Michael Francis 
Sirravo. of Boston. Massachusetts, 
and Amanda Susan, daughter of 
Major Ian Hyde-Smith. of 
Chiswick, and Mrs John Ford, of 
Rand wick, Gloucestershire. 

Mr CCA. Thomas 
and Miss S.E. Beales 
Hie engagement is announced 
-between Christopher, son of Mr. 
ArnqldJIhpmas. of Slindon. W«t 
Sussex, and MiS Susan George, of 
West Stoke, West Sussex, and 
Serena, daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Peter Beales, of Geneva. 
Switzerland. 

MrTJ. Yoong 
and Miss J.E. Cooper 
The engagement is announced 
between Tobias James, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs Ross Young, of Stoke 
St Gregory. Somerset, and Judith 
Elinor, eldest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs James Couper, of 
Longniddry. East Lothian. 


Latest wills 

Lord Margadale. Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant of Wiltshire 1969-81. left estate 
valued at £4.443,625 net. He left his 
estate mostly to relatives. 

Connie Ribeiro De Meta, of Gras¬ 
mere. Cumbria, left estate valued 
at £2.10895 net. 


Graham Gardiner, of Poulton-le- 
Fylde, Lancashire, left estate val¬ 
ued at £994,079 net. 

He left £20.000 lo tile Royal star and 
Oerter Home, tor Disabled Sailors, 
Soldiers and Airmen. 

Laurence Marshall Edmonds, re¬ 
tired accountant, of Great 
Missenden. Buckinghamshire left 
estate valued at £1286,496 neL 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Tbe Lore has averted your 
punishment, tie bae swept 
away your foes, bxaal. tbe 
Lord Is among yon as king; 
never again need you Uaa 
disaster. Zephantah 3 : 15 


BIRTHS 


BBOCLL - See Wfllott. 
BUCHANAN - On Kerch 31st 
1997. to CS C»*e B o otm a iO 
and Angus, a daughter. 


FREUD - On April 1st at Tbe 


Portland Hospital. 
Caroline and Katthaw.a 


to 

son. 


Henry, a brother for 


nnunn - On Match 27th K 
Tbe Portland Hospital, to 
yasnko and Kaxuhiro, a 
pretty daughter, Haaata. 
RHHN - On March 24th 1997. 
to Elizabeth (afc Bontwt) 
and Gabriel ar OCH. a son. 
Beniamin, a brother for 
mOfam, Edward and Inaise. 

■AWHAU.-OnWdarMmdi 

21st 1997, to Magda O^a 
Wtocnmk} and Hew, tertn 
bnOn for kmlnw . 0uM 


I - On ’*»■* April 1997 
(t Sorter HoepKri. to 
i and Barbara Cnee 
i, a daughter, Amelia 


flOOMMULON - On 2nd April 
In pexls. to Helen (nee 
Fertile id} and Mark, a 
daughter, Katherine Lacy, a 
ulster for Chsrit e. 
ILSEN-SAVELIIV - On 1st 
Ann, to Jhne and taw. a 
son, Timor Andreerich. a 
h t o t hec for Khtyn. 
1ASHLDQH - On 1st April 
1997, to Emeu (s»e 


_ iwnttsm 

ITT-On Kerch 24th 1997. 
i Kay Cade Badtrop) aad 
a drew, a eon, Thomns 
kut Douglas. 

WftON - On **“*h29th, to 

r (ria GryspeerdO 

.a deughten a smur 
for Sam. 

IHlUin - de March 27th at 

ThTrortlnnd Hoepltel. to 
Joanna (n4e Clim 
rjiHa tonhar. a beauUnil son. 


JLKBHHUMRO - On Merck 

lb, t« Lorraine Cnee 
rebard) and Oeordlw twins, 
ary James Christian end 
BMlie Charlotte law at 
InewdUs Hosptal. 
flBWUSC - On Sid. April in 
'ore ester, to Ale* and 
heena, A «■, ThO««»* 
laeaBda* 


BIRTHS 


WILLIAMS - On March 20tb 
1997, to Jane Cnfa Woodagt) 
and Tim, a da ugh te r . Rear, a 
ebner for Inn^o. 

WHXOTT - On March 9th, to 


a daughter. Senna! 
sister for liiwmdn 

WOODMOTON- On 2nd April 
1997, to Stoait and Kathryn, 
a danghce* Olivia Anne. 


DEATHS 


«VAN JOMBB - Dr. Herd (Bev) 
peaceCnlly at home on 
Skew Sunday 30th Ibnh 
1997 after a long QZnsM 
courageously fought, 

tMdeved husband of Muriel 
end much loved tattmr of 
Bruce, Fenny, Hilary and 
TWBp Of 

and great-grandfather. 
Funeral Service at Southend- 
on-Sea Crematorium, 
Tuesday 8th April at 2 pm. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations if desired to 
FMhfimwTk Disease Societ y . 
22 Up per W oburn Place, 
London WC1H 0BA. 

■HANDER - George Malcolm 

Clad peacefully ob 3xd April, 

father of Frances, Anne, 

laobel and fbka cremation 

at WkUon Lea Crematorium. 

Nhiringtnn. 1030 am Friday 

11th ApriL Family flowers. 

Donations to Parkinson's 

Disease Society. 

CARS - Notmen Joseph MBE 
□CDS "Kakuli" died 
P e arefnll y ta Johanneibiug 
m tbe eariy botm of 1st 
April 1997 after a brave 
fight aad dedicated nazring. 

Sadly missed by Ms devoted 

loving family and friends. 
C rem ati on win be private. 
Ho flowers please. 
Donations In memory to 
Ka pan l School Pand, PO Bax 
100, Mfinre. Zambia 

CHARLESWORTH - Frederic 
VWm on 2nd April 1997 
peacefully at home aged 66. 
Funeral at DamfOId 11 am 
8th Apa 1997. 

COtMU - w»mnfc Kathleen 
peacefully on April 1st at 
Osborne House egad 94. 
V«ow of It CoL 1XC CobrlU. 
drar mother of Michael, 
grandmother to Tracey. 
Foneral Service at St 
MUdred 's Church, 

Wtoppfrqbnn^ East Cowes, 
Lo.W. an 'Wednesday 
Pth M 2 pm. Family flowers 
only. Donatloua appradated 
to Friends of Osborne Bourn 


DEATHS 


CHR0S - Peter Michael aged 
82 years suddenly In 
Kingston Hospital after 
m any unthi of whfj 
brnT«ly bora*. A Younger 
Brother of Trinity Bouse. 

London Society referee aad 
very d e a fly loved husband, 
father, stepfather, 

grandfather and friend. 
Funeral at Kingston 
Crematorium on Tuusdny 
8th April at 1 pm. Flowers or 
do nations (to British Stroke 
Assoriatfan) to Fred Mh, 
205 £vdl Seed. Surbiton. 
KTrf 7AK 


DAVIES - Loveday Mary 
Margaret, peacefully in 
hospital on Easter Day. 
Much loved wife of Tony, 
mother of Klcha rd. Stella. 
William and Sophia, 
.. of Magvn and 
• M—M* of ma ny . Rnnnl 
at St Ncofas Church, Oust 
Bookham at 3A0 pm on 
Thursday, 10th ApriL FSnrilr 
flomsrs only but dona tions , 
if wished, to Cancer 
Besearch Campaign c/o 
Hawkins, tel: CO; 
372435. 


11372) 


DURHAM - fiunm Qi6e ramson} 
la her 73ai year; wife of Phil 
and moth er o f K 1 chord, 
Robin and WHlinm, as the 
result of an scridewt on 1 st 
April 1997. Basal at her 
home, Scotsbura House, 
KDdery, at 1 pm am Saturday 
5th April. Family flowers 
only but donations, if 
desired, to the Scottish 
Hedaadant Churches Trust. 


MNHQ - On 29th March, 
agad 91, in the loving care of 
the staff at Sutton Manor, 
Elisabeth Cnde Ha den). 
Widow of Cedi, mother of 
T Keif Jonathon aad WDUna 
and a much loved: 
grandmother. Private 
cremation. Service of 
Thanksgiving at Holy 
Trinity Qmdv W onstoo. he. 
Wi nche ster oa Tuesday 8th 
April at 3 pm. 


K - Caro Use, 2nd April ta 
Sydney, Australia. Balov ad 
mother of Zac and Hugh, 

sister of Philippa and 
Murray, CharioCtq, Gogo aad 
Jslm. Dseriy loved and sadly 
ml ass d by her t 
and her bally. 


CE 1 LEY-Bertha an March 31st 
1997. Beloved widow of 
Baldy. much loved m o t h er of 
Tom. }o*m. Robert, And 
end. Jane and loving 
grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother. A Semes of 
Ttemkegiviag win he held at 
Long Creadon Parish Church 
at 230 pm cm Thursday lOth 
ApriL No flowsre pl ea se , but 

W f tarfi M tO 2JU 

Women's Branch Lon 
Creadon c/o Mm ESmmt. 
Cop Hill. Cbearsley Bond. 
Long Crendon, Aylesbury, 


NORDON - David WUUam 
Somerville FBCS. FRCOG. 
Died April 1st 1997, at 
home, overlooking the 





grandfa 
Soidde. L 
Wednesday April 9th at the 
Church of The Good 
Shepherd. Tedwozth, Surrey 
at 3 pm followed by privet 
burial at Povremtock,«nst 
on April 11th. Family 
flowers only. Donations if 
desired to Print see Alice 
Hospice, Ether cA> 

Funeral Service, Doran 
Court; BodhfD. BH14A2L Tet 
(01737) 743456. 

N0RNE- WUrer T. 


<m Friday 28tb Marcb lure 
Register Boos aad deafly 
loved father of BusL 
Funeral at Mortlake 


Tuesday 8th April at 3 pm. 

An - - - — -- 


71, Greenford Avenue, 
London W7 ILL Tel Ho. 
0181 579 7176. 

JONES - David Brian 30th 
March 1997 aged 54. A 
accident fa C h ad. A 
husband to JOroU, 
. in eft father to Bsmairt 
aad Dominic aad a dear eon 
to Marjory. Thank you for 
lbs louA Jot and enemy you 
shared with an your farnSj 
aad friends. No flowers. 
Atoms if desired made 
Jbls to Cha dian 
_ idnu Fund c/o GWS 
Faaeral Services, 80 
Arnpthm Bond, Bedford. 
11X42 9BP. Cremation 
Wednesday 9th April lO am 
Bedford Qa mwfa u. 


ssa* 


KNMHT - Geoffrey Egertoa 
CBB oa March 31at. 
peacefully fa hospital aged 
76. Beloved husband of 
D o ll a r (nie Bogie). Father of 
Venetla and Amanda and 
proud grandfather of lames. 
Zinnia. Darina, Turn, FaBx 
end Katie. Private family 
cremation. ThaakegiV 
Service at Sc Luke's ana 
Sydney Street. Ch elsea on 
Wadaeeday, 9th April at 
4pm. Ho flowers. Donations 
to Boyal Marines Welfare 
Amd, Tbe Corps Secretary, 
Boyal Marines, HKS 
fhgosllent, Portsmouth P02 


MATTHEWS - Oa Easter 
Saturday in hospital after a 
brief Illness Winifred 
Elizabeth, beloved wife of 
the late Koaald Charles 
Matthews of Caerleoa. 
Enquiries to Tovey Bras, 
9/11 Catdttf Boad. Na 
mb CQ1633] Z66S48. 

MORTON - Oa April 2nd, 
Brea, rater 


Boyal Nary CSauL).___ 

husband. Father and Gandy 

NEAME - Marjorie Harriet 
Mary term 29th Novembe r 
1904 in Mitcham, passed 
aworr peacefully fa her sleep 
on 26th March 1997 in 


eventful and courageous 
Ufa. Shawm be much missed 
by her daughter Julia, 
grandsons fan and Aretrew 


MCHABDMM - On March 29*h 


DUwaity College Hospital 
whilst oa holiday from 
Malta. Professor Keith 
CUlfOTd aged 91 year*. 
Funeral at Golden Green 
Gramatoxhaa (West ra—p *t ? 
on T h urs da y April 10th at 
3p& No flowers please but 
donation* to Imperial 
Cancer P—ear ch Fuad c/o 

L e v aito n A Son fad. 212 
Hvera holt Street, London 
IfWl UOL 

BOBSBON -Bfcawrd CDiciQ, cm 
27th Match at Mai don, 
nreev . fortneriy of Hyde Ml 
Gerfen aged 3a The funeral 
tarn taken place. 

STOUBMR - Scholl. West 
Cork. Thomas Fredrick BSc. 
FIC8. On April 1st 1997 
saddsnly afters heart at ta ck 
agad 69. Funeral Servi ce on 
Saturday at 11 am in St 
Mali's Church. Schufl. 


SCOTT - Barney, ori Saturday 
29th Match “ 


after a long Bbasaa. Deafly 
l o ved by aU hot especially 
by Gwen, Wendy and famfty. 
Private Cremation followed 
by Sm rvice of Thmdcsgivfag 
at Christ Church, 
CocUoaiers on Tuesday 
ZS«h April at Zlfipra. Family 
flowers. Donations to 
Abboyfisld Southgate 
Society and Cancer Belief 
MacndDan 


TANS - Leslie Frank PHD 
FBCVS oa Pasrsr Saturday 
29th Match 1997 p eac efu lly 
at home after a co ura ge ou s 
fight anriust tltnesi Dearly 

loved husband of Coral aad 

fatbar of Andrew and Joanna. 

P ri e ata ciamarion oa Friday 

11th April followed by 

Service of T hanks g iving at 
St Helens Church, 
Wh es thampsta ad. Boris, at 

1230 pal. Family flowers 

only. Donations If dsrirad to 

Cancer Belief McMillan 

Fund c/o LC. W e st o n Funeral 

PI rector, {bdt 25.17 Loytm 

Boad, Harpeadea. Harts. Tal 

Phone No. 01583 712865. 


IMOaiMOM - FA. CTomnda also 
Boxes) formally of Hong 
Kong end Malaya, died <m 
Slat Match at Bacelod, 
FhUUptne Islands, la as 
care of his FhUtlplne 


a odd only on March 29tZ 
1997 at the John s»w«. 
Hn ap ftsl . Oxford, Antonlno, 
aged 78 yearn. Beloved papa 
of Peter, Anna Ilea and 
Cristina He will be sadly 
nlmfl by aU of 2 d* frkadf 

fa ({)• TfaHan C if ffM' B d fty, 

Fwnaral Sarvlea in the St 
Johns Chapel, Oxford 
Crasmtoriam on Frifay April 
11 th, at 10 in Family 
flowers oaiy please, 
donariOBs to the Oxford 
Italian Social Oak 


VicK - Mtfuutl WSUam died 
peace#ally on April 1st. 
Loved am} Sdppened by Us 
family, respect e d Judge aad 
courageous . JLTJ, 

Commander. Service at 
Or 


Uonday April 7th it II am. 
Flowers or donations for 
KNL2, Gosport, may be sent 
to Fred Stevens Funaral 
Director, Nrenidw Boad, 
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U. Alexis Johnson, United 
States diplomat, died on 
March 24 aged 88. He 
was born on October 17. 
1908. 


A mainstay of Ameri¬ 
can diplomacy, U. 
Alexis Johnson 
worked through 
some of the most chilling days 
of the Cold War. His 40-year 
career in the Foreign Service 
brought him a close shave 
with death in Saigon, ambas¬ 
sadorships to Czechoslovakia, 
. Thailand and Japan, and seats 
ar some of this century’s more 
important international nego¬ 
tiating tables. 

A bureaucrat by instinct and 
temperament, he tended to 
regard himself as a mechanic 
of American foreign polity 
rather than its moulder, the 
reliable boiler-room engineer 
who kept the diplomatic ship 

ploughing through die waves, 

while his political superiors on 
the bridge charted the course. 

Nevertheless, successive 
Presidents, particularly John 
Kennedy and Richard Nixon, 
relied upon the softly-spoken 
Johnson for assignments of 
considerable complexity. Yet, 
in the world beyond Foggy 
Bottom and the White House, 
only the most earnest students 
of American foreign policy 
were familiar with his name — 
and even they had to search 
hard among the footnotes to 
find a mention of his achieve¬ 
ments. 

As with most career diplo¬ 
mats, that was the way he 
preferred it to be. The press, 
which he described in mainly 
derogatory terms, he regarded 
as a pest and a nuisance. In 
the words of a colleague who 
knew him in Washington dur¬ 
ing Kennedy's presidency, he 
was “a dedicated, hard-work¬ 
ing public servant, stubborn, 
cautious, taciturn, a figure 
frequently seated behind the 
potted palm. Only grudgingly 
would he divulge even the time 
of day to an associate who 
lacked the requisite security 
classification". 

Johnson's first name was 
Ural, after the mountain 
range, bur he took to using 
simply the initial when he 
entered the US Foreign Ser¬ 
vice in 1935. A teacher suggest¬ 
ed that rt would “ring more 
impressively" along the corri¬ 


dors of the State Department 
at Foggy Bottom. 

Among his colleagues he 
was an anomaly. The Mid¬ 
western grandson of Swedish 
immigrants, he grew up in 
rural Kansas and in Califor¬ 
nia, where the family later 
moved, and was educated 
locally and at Occidental Coll¬ 
ege in Los Angeles where he 
read economics. 

American diplomats, in 
those elitist and isolationist 
days, tended to come from 
established East Coast fam¬ 
ilies and Ivy League coll eges, 
and at first Johnson's pros¬ 
pects looked Weak. He passed 
the Foreign Service entrance 
examination in 1932, but at a 
time of government cuts was 
offered no immediate job. 

In 1935. to his relief, he was 
eventually posted to the US 
Embassy in Tokyo, and then 
served by turns in Korea. 
China, Korea once more and 
then Manchuria, where he 
was stranded on the day that 
the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor. The following day he 
was placed under house 
arrest, then interned by the 
Japanese and not repatriated 
for eight months. 

After the war. because of his 
fluent Japanese, he was sent 
back to the Far East as one of 
General MacArthur's staff. In 
195! he was a member of the 
US delegation to the Japanese 
peace treaty conference in San 
Francisco. For three frustrat¬ 
ing years he led talks with the 
Chinese over disengaging US 
troops in Korea, and was 
rewarded by President Eisen¬ 
hower in 1953 with his first 
ambassadorship to Prague. 

His next Embassy, bom 
1958 to 1961. was Bangkok, a 
posting which gave him useful 
contacts among Thai merce¬ 
naries. These were the soldiers 
who, later in the 1960s. he was 
to deploy in die fighting in 
Laos, and which he so imagi¬ 
natively described as “local 
forces" in order that they could 
be paid in American money in 
accordance with congressional 
requirements. (Congressional 
meddling in foreign affairs 
was one of his lifelong bug¬ 
bears.) 

Johnson returned to Wash¬ 
ington in 1961 ar a time when 
President Kennedy was filling 
his State Department with 
people to whom he owed 



U. Alexis Johnson arriving as US Ambassador to Prague 
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campaign debts. Standing 
apart from such figures. John¬ 
son as Deputy Under-Secre¬ 
tary of State ranked as the 
highest-ranking Foreign Ser¬ 
vice officer. Among other du¬ 
ties. he served as the 
department's go-between with 
the top levels of the CIA and 
the Pentagon, a function 
which made him party to a 
number of cloak-and-dagger 
operations, although he main¬ 
tained to the end of his life that 
he knew nothing of such 
bizarre proposals as the plan 
to kill Castro with an explod¬ 
ing cigar. 

But he always remained an 
unapoiogetic hawk on Viet¬ 
nam. As early as 1961 he was 
urging “defeat of the Vieteung" 
as the ultimate objective of US 


Agnes Duncan. MBE. 

choral conductor, died on 
March 23 aged 97. She 
was born on November 
10.1899. 

AGNES DUNCAN was a 
choral conductor of high rep¬ 
utation who introduced gener¬ 
ations of young people to 
music. Though her life and 
work were concentrated in the 
west of Scotland, she achieved 
wider Came through radio and 
television. She was also a 
leader of the music festivals 
movement which established 
itself throughout Britain. 

She was bom in Alexandria 


policy in the area, and in 1964, 
as the war escalated, he was 
made assistant ambassador in 
Saigon as an indication of the 
more aggressive approach 
whichAmerica was planning 
to take. It was his memoran¬ 
dum on the subject which 
kickstarted “Rolling Thun¬ 
der". the ultimately futile 
bombing campaign against 
the North. Johnson was in¬ 
jured by flying glass from a 
car bomb during his posting 
in Saigon, but fortunately he 
survived the attadc 
Three years followed in the 
late 1960s as Ambassador to 
Japan, before Johnson was 
recalled by President Nixon to 
Washington, in 1969, as his 
Under-Secretary of State lor 
Political Affairs — making 


him the third senior official in 
the State Department. He got 
on fine with William Rogers. 
Nixon's first Secretary of State, 
but his relationship with the 
White House National Sec¬ 
urity Adviser Henry Kissin¬ 
ger, who had little time for 
professional diplomats, 
started off by being distinctly 
bumpy. It later, however, im¬ 
proved — with Kissinger de¬ 
scribing Johnson in his 
memoirs as “skilled, disci¬ 
plined , prudent and loyal". 

His last posting, from 1973 
to 1977, was to Geneva, where 
he was made chief American 
negotiator of the Strategic 
Arms Limitation Talks (Salt). 
Forty years in diplomacy gave 
him a realistic understanding 
of what he could expect from 


AGNES DUNCAN 


in the Vale of Leven, Dunbar¬ 
tonshire, a cradle of the Indus¬ 
trial Revolution, which also 
possessed a celebrated chil¬ 
dren's choir. She joined it at 
the age of ten by claiming to be 
12 — the official entry age. 
Since the choirmaster knew 
this to be the age of her older 
sister, he asked if they were 
therefore twins. No, she re¬ 
plied; her sister was a few 
weeks older. So evident were 
her musical gifts that he 
smiled and let it pass. 

By the age of 20. Agnes was 
a soloist with the Glasgow 
Orpheus Choir, founded by 
her mentor Sir Hugh 
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Robertnn in 1910. Under 
Roberton’s colourful and in¬ 
spired leadership it built up a 
worldwide reputation. 
Because of his controversial 
views, he was known as the 
George Bernard Shaw of Scot¬ 
land and was briefly banned 
by the BBC in 1942 because of 
his pacifism. Much later 
James Hunter, former head of 
television at BBC Scotland, 
was able to confirm the out¬ 
standing quality of the Or¬ 
pheus Choir when he came 
upon a film, now in the 
national archive, of it perform¬ 
ing in 1928. 

The choir was a showcase 
for Duncan's rich contralto 
and impeccable musicianship. 
She was much in demand as a 
professional soloist She was, 
however, to find her vocation 
as a choral conductor. After an 
apprenticeship leading local 
choirs in Glasgow, she decid¬ 
ed in 1943 to form the Scottish 
Junior Singers. They started 
with 60 girls and music 
bought on credit 

Within a few years they 
were 300-strong and the lead¬ 
ing junior choir in Britain, 
sweeping the board at the 

UangoUen Eisteddfod, receiv¬ 
ing a standing ovation at the 
Festival Hall in London, and 
becoming the first junior choir 
to appear at the Edinburgh 
Festival. Sell-out concerts were 
given in the old St Andrew's 
Hall in Glasgow, much prized 
for its acoustics, but destroyed 
by fire in 1962. 

The singers made many 
broadcasts on both radio and 
television, including a memo¬ 
rable appearance with Burl 
Ives on In Town Tonight. They 


DR ANTHONY 
HOPKINS 


his Soviet opposite num¬ 
bers. As he said in 1977: “To 
my mind. Salt is a continuing 
process. The dialogue we have 
had over thousands of hours, 
from the President down to 
sub-committees of the Geneva 
delegations — these are, in 
part, an educative process. 1 
have a feeling that this dia¬ 
logue must continue in some 
form, or some place along the 
line we are going to blow each 
other up. commit suicide." 

In his retirement Johnson 
acted as a consultant to the 
State Department, and in 1984 
published his own memoirs. 
The Right Hand Of Power. He 
was married and widowed 
twice, and is survived by two 
sons and two daughters of his 
first marriage. 


achieved a unique double 
when, in 1959 and 1961. they 
won both the youth and chil¬ 
dren’s classes in the interna¬ 
tional radio singing competi¬ 
tion, Let The People Sing. 

Kathleen Ferrier and Isobel 
Baillie were among the artists 
who praised the choir's purity 
of sound, clarity of diction and 
high standards of musician¬ 
ship. Sir Hugh Roberton him¬ 
self paid generous tribute to 
Agnes Duncan's skill as a 
conductor “She knew the 
choral game upside down and 
never missed a move.’* 

In 1967 Duncan was ap¬ 
pointed MBE in recognition of 
her services to music. Al¬ 
though she retired from con¬ 
ducting, she continued to 
adjudicate at festivals and 
competitions. She served as 
honorary president of the an¬ 
nual Glasgow Music Festival 
and in 1992, was invited to St 
James’s Palace to make a 
presentation to the Queen on 
behalf of the British Music 
Festivals Association. It was a 
fitting choice: she was the 
association's oldest member 
and by now had been a 
member of the festival move¬ 
ment for SO years. 

She said that a choral 
conductor required, apart 
from unerring musicianship, 
a strong personality, a sense of 
humour, an ability to impose 
discipline without regimenta¬ 
tion and a love of people. Her 
pre-concert pep talks were 
inspirational and her advice 
was pithy: “Never sing louder 
than lovely." she would say. 

She was predeceased by her 
husband Mathew Nisbet and 
is survived by her daughter. 


Dr Anthony Hopkins, 
director of die research 
mut of the Royal College 
of Physicians, died after a 
collapse on March 6 aged 
59. He was born on 
October 15.1937. 

ALTHOUGH an eminent 
clinical neurologist. Anthony 
Hopkins went mi to enjoy a 
second distinguished career as 
director of the research unir of 
the Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians. Here he made a strong 
impact on improving the qual¬ 
ity of healthcare. 

His approach was ground¬ 
breaking. He involved col¬ 
leagues'around the country 
and worked with their profes¬ 
sional associations. He skil¬ 
fully facilitated joint working 
between the different disci¬ 
plines. bringing together doc¬ 
tors. nurses, therapists, 
managers and others in an 
attempt to overcome previous 
barriers to inter-professional 
collaboration. This was seen 
particularly in work on the 
healthcare of older people and 
patients who had suffered 
strokes. He pioneered the 
involvement of patients in 
defining and developing high- 
quality healthcare. 

Bom in Poole, Dorset. An¬ 
thony Philip Hopkins was 
educated at Sherborne. It was 
while he was there that his 
mother decided that he would 
be suited to medicine. He 
appears to have agreed and 
wen i on to study at Guy’s 
Hospital Medical School. He 
proved an outstanding stu¬ 
dent, both academically and 
sartorially, and he qualified as 
a doctor in 1961. 

He specialised in neurology 
at the National Hospital for 
Nervous Diseases, Queen's 
Square (1964-72). There was a 
year at the Mayo Foundation 
and. more significantly, a year 
at the Saltpetriere Hospital in 
Kiris as a Medical Research 
Council exchange scholar. 
There, on St Valentine’s Day, 
he met his future wife, who 
was then studying at the 
Sorbonne. They were married 
in 1965. 

At an early age, he was 
appointed in 1972 a consultant 
neurologist at St Bartholo¬ 
mews Hospital. He was elect¬ 
ed to the fellowship of the 
Royal College of Physicians in 
1976 and rose to become the 
physician in charge of the 
Department of Neurological 
Sciences from 1976 to 1988. 

Two themes emerged early 
in his research which were 
later to put him far ahead of 
his time: he valued the views 
of patients on their illnesses 
and their healthcare; and, he 
saw the need for a broader 
approach to improving medi¬ 
cal care. His foremost charac¬ 
teristics were his compassion, 
thoughtfulness and under¬ 
standing. His flair for garden¬ 
ing. which had been apparent 
from early childhood, was 


perha{K reflected in his skill 
for bringing on people. He 
could spot talem and was 
generous in his support, par¬ 
ticularly when he detected a 
glint of enthusiasm and com¬ 
mitment. This stood him in 
good stead in his second 
career. 

Unexpectedly, this began 
when he succeeded Sir Cyril 
Clarke as director of the 
research unit of the Royal 
College of Physicians in 19S8. 
Here he made his most lasting 
contribution. Although aca¬ 
demic colleagues might have 
looked askance at the unit 
which had neither laborato¬ 
ries, staff, an academic career 
structure, nor patients under 
its care, Hopkins believed that 
he could attack the perennial 
problem that much medical 
research is not put into 
practice. 

An enduring memory for 
many people will be a working 
lunch in his office overlooking 
Regent’s Park or at his club — 
the Garrick. In such gather¬ 
ings, he would tactfully, but 
incisively, cur through any 
waffle to gel to the heart of the 
matier. He had a particular 
ability to link what clinical 
colleagues were saying to him 
about the health service with 
policy matters at a national 
level. This intellectual rigour 
was widely valued at the many 
key national committees of 
which he was a member. 

Hopkins wrote prolifically. 
Among many influential texts 
are flte reports and books of 
his unit on the quality of 
healthcare. He was particular¬ 
ly proud of his textbook. 
Clinical neurology, a modem 
approach (1993). He was keen 
on information technology but 
not for his writing — a 
computer was never seen on 
his leather-topped desk. Like 
many doctors, his handwrit¬ 
ing was characteristic and his 
annotations of a manuscript 
would often wind right 
around the page — sometimes 
twice. 

There was an important 
international dimension to 
Hopkins's work, also. He 
worked jointly with European 
and American professional 
organisations. He was in de¬ 
mand as an international 
speaker at conferences and 
had recently returned from 
Mauritius where he had been 
acting as a special adviser to 
the World Health Organis¬ 
ation. 

However, he understood the 
balance between work and 
leisure. He loved the sea and 
bought a 35ft yacht. Fluidity. 
He also liked skiing, and 
practically every year his tall 
dark distinctive figure would 
be seen swooping down the 
slopes, but always making 
courteous way for any who 
crossed his path. 

He leaves his widow, Eliza¬ 
beth Ann Wood, and three 
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M.P. FOUND SHOT 
DEAD 

MR EDWARD MARIOR1 BANKS 

Mr Edward Marjoribanks. MP. for East¬ 
bourne, who was 32 years of age. was found 
shot dead on Saturday night in the billiard 
room at the residence of his stepfather. Lord 
Haifsham, at Carters Comer Place. 
Hailsham, Sussex, where he was spending 
the weekend. 

Mr Marjoribanks was found by Lord 
Hailsham lying partly across a chair with a 
gunshot wound in his chest. Near the twdy 
was a double-barrelled sporting gun. Adjoin¬ 
ing the billiard room is a small gun room, and 
marks on the floor and trails indicate that Mr. 
Marjoribanks was standing in the gun-room 
when the gun was fired- It is believed that he 
fell to die floor, but staggered or crawled 
through the open doorway into the billiard 
room and collapsed across the chair. Only one 
barrel of the gun had been discharged. 

Mr. John Slater, chairman of the East¬ 
bourne Conservative Association, stated on 
Saturday night that he saw Mr. Marjori- 
banks on Thursday. He said:- “He was very 
ill. He was in bed at his residence in Victoria- 
square. but he had a long chat to me about his 
work. He had been over-taxing his energies 
with his political and literary and fegai 



ON THIS DAY 

April 4,1932 


Edward Marjoribanks, MP. by his person- 

ality and his intellectual gifts, had already 
made his mark in public life and great things 
were predicted far him. The East Sussex 
Coroner recorded a verdict of “suicide while 
nor of sound mind " 

activities. He was working at great pressure 
on his life of Lord Carson. 1 was very worried 
about him, beraus- he complained that he 
had not had a good night's sleep for many 
days. After! had seen him be came down lo 
Hailsham for a rest." 

An inquest will be held at 230 this 
afternoon at Lord Hailsham"s house. The 
funeral will be at Hurstmonceux tomorrow at 
noon, and there will be a service at 
Eastbourne at the same hour. 

Sir John Simon paid the following tribute to 
Mr. Marjoribanks:- “This sudden end to a 
career of so much brilliance and promise 


touches all his friends most deeply. 1 have 
known Edward Marjoribanks ever since he 
was an undergraduate, and took the liveliest 
interest in his progress in public life. Had he 
lived he would have attained a high place, for 
he combined courage and sincerity with 
charm of manner in a way which marked him 
out for great things." 

The death of Mr. Marjoribanks creates a 
vacancy in the Parliamentary representation 
of the Eastbourne Division, for which he had 
sax since 1929. The figures at the last election 

WECTC 1 " 

E. Marjoribanks (U) 31.240 

A J. Marshall (Lab) 3J79 

Unionist majority 25,861 

THE PLIGHT OF CYPRUS 

FROM OUR NICOSIA CORRESPONDENT 

Cyprus has had no rain since the slight fall 
mentioned in The Times of February 29, and the 
position is again critical. The peasants are 
without food or money, and many families are 
starving. The barky crop failed completely; only 
a miracle can now save the wheat: animals 
normally worth £45 and £50 are being sold for £i 
tbousands of sheep and iambs have died from 
starvation; trade is at a standstill; there are large 

numbers of unemployed: and the price af straw -- 
the only available food for animals - has risen 
about 3JW0 per cent. 
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Blair places his hopes on caution 

■ Tony Blair set his sights on two terms of office as he offered 
Britain a fresh start and invited the country to judge his 
performance in government severely. 

Labour would “blow its place in history" if it betrayed the 
trust of die British people at the general election and 
afterwards, he said when he unveiled the Labour Party’s 
manifesto___Page 1 

Labour backtracks on hunting 

■ The Labour Party has backed away from its longstanding 

commitment to give parliamentary time to legislation banning 
fox-hunting. A compromise reached by party leaders means 
one of the countryside’s oldest pursuits wfll be able to continue 
for some time to come-page I 

Election 97, pages 7-15. Labour manifesto, pages 35*38 


Motorway bombs 

Two bombs were found under the 
M6 near Birmingham as the IRA 
brought chaos to the busiest sec¬ 
tion of road in Europe—Page 1 

Road rage 

A professor has concluded that 
incidents in which drivers at¬ 
tacked each other over traffic 
misdemeanours were more likely 
to involve the middle classes than 
any other violent crime— Page 1 

Strike over gun boys 

Teachers were considering indus¬ 
trial action after their school was 
ordered to take back two boys 
caught with an air pistol and 
ammunition_Page 2 

Hate campaign 

A mother of five was in jail after 
being convicted of waging a hate 
campaign against a former coun¬ 
cil official who made remarks 
about her family on a television 
programme —-Page 2 

£750m bank thief 

Abbas Gokal. the shipping mogul 
convicted of stealing £750 million 
from customers of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna¬ 
tional. spent the money on a lav¬ 
ish lifestyle-Plage 3 

Tunnel safety 

Eurotunnel agreed to introduce 
new procedures including smoke- 
hoods for freight passengers, 
after admitting that there had 
been “delays" in tackling the 
Channel Tunnel fire-Page 4 


Fox hoax 

A scheme to compensate hill 
farmers for lambs killed by foxes 
has been abandoned after hoax 
calls sent animal welfare workers 
driving thousands of miles to bo¬ 
gus addresses_Page 6 

TV violence 

Television shows such as Blind 
Date and Gladiators pander to a 
public desire for real, rather than 
fictional, sex and violence, said a 
criminologist-Page 6 

Clinton cash crisis 

Hundreds of pages of confiden¬ 
tial White House documents re¬ 
veal that President Clinton was so 
obsessed with the need to raise 
cash to campaign for re-election 
that he buried himself in the 
trivia of fundraising Page ]6 

Arafat fund inquiry 

Israel’s transfer of almost £100 
million in tax revenue to a secret 
bank account under the control of 
Yassir Arafat is being investigat¬ 
ed by the IMF-Page 16 

Kohl fights on 

Helmut Kohl, the German Chan¬ 
cellor, has announced that he in¬ 
tends to stand for re-election next 
year after months of speculation 
that he was suffering from failing 
health.——_—Page 17 

Medieval Russia 

Pagan superstitions and medi¬ 
eval notions of justice still hold 
sway among many of Russia's 
peasants ..Page 17 


On the trail of Shelley’s passion 

■ Devon hoteliers are locked in dispute over which inn played 
host to Percy Shelley and Harriet Westbrook on their honey¬ 
moon in 1812. Both the Rising Sun and Shelley’s Cottage Hotel 
claim that the poet began his brief marriage to the 16-year-old 
Harriet in their rooms. Both, it appears, are wrong; Shelley 
honeymooned 600 miles away, in Edinburgh-Page 3 




Tony Blair signs copies of the Labour manifesto for eager shoppers in a west London shopping centre yesterday. Page 1 


FEATURES 


Neighbours: How will the people 
who live in the same London street 
as the Labour leader Tony Blair 
and his family vote in the general 
election? Julian Kossoff tries to find 
out_Page 18 

Valerie Grove: “There is a lot of 
snobbery in acting, and being 
called Rupert Graves doesn't hurt," 
says the star of Hurlyburiy at the 
Old Vic__-Page 19 


Modem Semite: British Aerospace 
and Lockheed Martin of America 
joined forces to compete for the $5 
billion contract for battlefield re¬ 
connaissance vehicles, described as 
the modem equivalent of the Cav¬ 
alry's Indian scout-Page 25 

Job losses: United Assurance is 
planning to shed 2200 jobs, more 
than a third of its workforce, in the 
wake of its £1.4 billion merger with 

Refuge Assurance-Page 25 

More leisure: Rank Group is to 
spend E15 billion over the next five 
year, creating around 7500 jobs, as 
it builds up its British leisure 
interests-Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 fell 22 to 
4214.6. Sterling fell to 983 after 
falls from $1.6447 to $1.6415 and 
DM27475 to DM2.7387— Page 28 


Racing: Master Oats, the 1995 
Cheltenham Gold Cup winner, will 
run in the Grand National on Sat¬ 
urday, carrying the top weight of 
list 101 b, over a stone more than 

any other horse— -Page 48 

Football: Poland's draw against It¬ 
aly has left England in control of 
their own destiny in attempting to 
qualify for the World Cup finals in 

France next year-Page 48 

Tonnis: Briatin’s resurgence faces a 
stem test as a team denuded of its 
top players, Tim Henman and 
Greg Rusedski, takes on Zimba¬ 
bwe in the Davis Cup_Page 48 

Cricket: Tim Lamb, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the England and Wales 
Cricket Board, hit back at criti¬ 
cisms by the editor of Wisden in the 
1997 edition---Page 48 



Girls 1 stuff: Luscious Jackson are 
the sound of New York in all its 
cross-cultural glory. Caitlin Moran 
talks to the four girls in the band 
about being honest.-Page 32 

Boys’ own; Supergrass are back, 
and giving the fans a bit of a slap 
around the face with a heavyweight 
new sound. With the jokers in the 
Britpop pack-Page 33 

Street cred: Last summer 130 resi¬ 
dents of a multiracial Birmingham 
housing estate were persuaded to 
perform Macbeth for a television 
documentary. How did they like 
it?___Page 34 

Big Ben: Ben Elton has come far as 
a dramatist since his Gasping and 
Poor Cow, says Benedict Nightin¬ 
gale. who reviews his stimulating 
play, Popcorn -Page 34 


IN THE TIMES 

■ MAGAZINE 
Peter Howson: the 
war artist who is frying 
to make peace after 
going through hell 

■ WEEKEND 
Business deals on the 
19th hole are old hat But 
now female wheeler 
dealers are teeing off 


Saving fine schools: Labour must 
remember Diversify and Excel¬ 
lence and not be tempted to abolish 
the grant-maintained system, says 
Bob Baichin —— . Page 39 

Coming champions: Daniel Rosen¬ 
thal reports on an education pack 
for schools that could produce the 
next generation of British Oscar 
winners .— Page 40 

Why boys fall: Research suggests 
that the gender gap is widening 
because of the way reading skills 
are taught early on —_Page 40 


Despite President Yeltsin’s an¬ 
nouncement of a qualitatively dif¬ 
ferent stage in the process of 
integrating Russia and Belarus, it 
is hard to summon up much enthu¬ 
siasm for the “union" accord be¬ 
tween the two countries that was 
signed on Wednesday 

— Moscow Times 


Preview: A Manchester hotel is the 
site for a new period drama. The 
Grand (ITV, 9pm). Review: Mat¬ 
thew Bond on Channel 5’s flamboy¬ 
ant chef_Page 47 


Labour’s day 

It is understandable that Mr Blair 
should be cautious about putting 
down concrete proposals which 
will create some finandai losers. 
But he is for ahead in foe polls; he 
ought to feel safe-...—Page 21 

Champion of EMU 

The decision by Helmut Kohl to 
stand again as Chancellor of Ger¬ 
many closes off one of the easiest 
escape routes for British policy-to¬ 
wards Europe — the possibility 
that Germany would lose interest 
in a single currency-Page 21 

in the blood 

Hereditary peers may be an endan¬ 
gered species if Labour is elected. 
The hereditary Member of Parlia¬ 
ment stands ready and willing to - 
take their place-Page 21 


MATTHEW PARRIS 

Consciously in some cases, uncon¬ 
sciously in others, nobody is lock¬ 
ing for a stick with which to beat 
the Labour Party, though plenty of 
sticks lie around us. Are we in the 
media scared of ourselves? Are we 
ashamed of our power, embar¬ 
rassed by influence?-Pagr 20 

TESSA BLACKSTONE 
The Government cannot complain 
if the voters do not give it credit. No 
one can recall Major, Clarke and 
Heseltine campaigning in 1992, in 
(he midst of recession, on the slo¬ 
gan “It's all our fault”...— Page 20 
LYNNE TRUSS 
Callous partisanship is clearly 
what football is ail about which is 
why fans are so frightening. You 
can measure your fanaticism by 
the extent to which the opposing 
side can suffer injury and ignomi¬ 
ny without you caring — Page 46 


U. Alexis Johnson. US diplomat; 
Dr Anthony Hopkins, of the Royal 
College of Physicians: Agnes Dun¬ 
can. choral conductor-Page 23 

Election and race; railways; pat¬ 
ients's rights; Papua New Guinea; 
public theatres and private pockets; 
London Aquarium —.—Page 21 
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14 Inessential equipment for crim¬ 
inal’s sidekick (9). 

16 Composer adding note to sacred 
music — dear? {8). 

15 House containing a new orchid 

C7)- 

20 Topical changes in American 
political situation (7). 

21 Home erected in great European 
dty(fi). 

23 Eg. Western manoeuvre to cap¬ 
ture island (5). 


Times Two Crossword, page 48 



Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weather-AH regions 0330444910 
IIK Reads-AD radons 0330 401 410 
IrafafcrOS O330 4OI74O 

M25 and Link Roads O3304OI 747 

National 0330 401748 

Condnamai Europe 0330401 910 

Channel erasing 0330 401 388 

Moeorlng to H m hrow 

A Garwfcfc airports 0330 407 SOS 

Weather by Fox 6 lfaa&gfla 
DU 0336feBownl fajr am nombar Iram pur bet 
VWxQrmry 410334 Surfmd 410 340 

WUb 410 33S N.Mod 410 341 

PMand* 410 330 London 410 342 

“a*"****- 

N-VMea 4IO JM w—ter 

N.&U 410339 pour, 410 397 

Mecfev Marine 

Inshore fasarc forecasts 416 398 

Worid City Weather tosfi&oM* 

153 destinations world wide 
6 day f orec as t 

by Phone ded 0336 411216 

by Fax (index page) 0336 416333 

Motoring 

Europe Camay by Conroy 0336401 88S 
European foe) coca 0336 401 880 

French Motorways 0330 401 887 

Seaport Monnaaon 0330 401 882 

ttwytad fcms 0336 401409 

Le Shuttle 0330 401 80S 

uM[ Car report * by fax 

new and mad car reports tram 
die AA menu of I9S en 0336416399 
OU from your &x handset, 
you nay hare to set to pod reran* mode 


Cafe are charged at 45p per mmne cheap rate. 
5<fc per mraor at all ocher tanes. 


HIGHEST & LOWEST 




□ General: most of England and 
Wales should be dry with bright or 
sunny spells, especially in the morn¬ 
ing. Northern England will become 


cloudy during the morning, with some 
rain In the afternoon and evening. Any 
showers in eastern Scotland will soon 
die out Thickening cloud will spread 
rain across Northern Ireland during 
the morning and all of Scotland in the 
afternoon. Over the higher ground of 
Scotland, there will be a period of 
sJeef and snow; windy in places. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, Channel Isles: 
dry with bright or sunny spells, 
becoming doudy in evening. Winds 
northwesterly, moderate, turning 
westerly later. Max IX 155F). 

□ E Midlands, W Midlands, SW 
England, s Wales, N Wales: mainly 
dry and bright sunshine al first. 
Cloudy later. Winds northwesterly, 
light to moderate, swinging west to 
southwesterly. Max IX (54F). 

□ E England, NW England, Lake 
District, Isle of Man, Central N, NE 
England, Borders, Edinburgh & 


Dundee, Moray Firth; dry with bright 
or sunny spells at first. Becoming 
cloudy, rain in afternoon and evening. 
Winds west to northwesterty, light, 
swinging west to southwesterly, fresh. 
Max 11C (52F). 

□ Aberdeen, Orkney, Shetland; 

sunny spells and showers at first, 
becoming doudy later with rain in 
evening. Winds northwesterly, fresh to 
strong, swinging southeasterly later. 
MaxfiC (46Fj. 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, 
NW Scotland, N Ireland; dry at first, 
doud thickening with outbreaks ot 
rain spreading from west in morning 
Winds light and variable, becoming 
southerly, fresh to strong, later south¬ 
westerly. Max tIC (52R. 

□ Central Highlands, NE Scot¬ 
land: dry with bnght or sunny spells at 
first Becoming doudy with outbreaks 
of rain; sleet or snow on high ground. 
Winds wesl to northwesterly, light, 
swinging west to southwesterly, 
increasing to fresh. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Outlook: cloud and rain in North, 
moving south. 


AROUND BRITAIN YESTERDAY 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Recycled paper made up 
41 s% of the «• material far 
IK newspapers in thefts 
haSalias 
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CVM conditions 


Changes to the chart below from noon: Low Z will move east, then southeast 
central pressure changing little. High A fairly stationary, dedining slightly 
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HOURS. OF DARKNESS 


Sun rtsas: 
6 29 am 


Sunsets: 
7.39 pm 


Uoonsete Moon fees 

. 3-58 pm 5.00 am 


London 7-33 pm to S27 am 
BnsteT 7 «9pm m 6 37 am 
. Edinburgh 7 57 pm to 6J3 am 
i Manchester 7 50 pn to s 33 am 

Parrzanca 7 S3 pm Id 6.50 am 


'moon Apri 7 
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